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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 
I recently attended a four-day training on 

mission development and redevelopment. 

This training is put together by our         

denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. About 150 energized 

pastors and “church planters” met in Los 

Angeles to think through new ways of     

doing church. I met a woman whose church 

only meets once a month for a two and a 

half hour “mini-retreat”. I met a pair of    

parishioners who were very excited about 

“Laundry Love”, where their church invites 

homeless people to a laundromat and pays 

for them to do their laundry. I met pastors 

from Appalachia and Harlem and Baltimore 

and Seattle. Tattoos, beards, piercings,    

gentle old women on canes, hip hop artists, 

former military: everyone was excited about 

spreading the good news of Jesus and loving 

their communities intentionally.  

 

So… shall I impart the secret of how to 

grow a church? Step one: Pray about it. 

You’ll notice we pray just about every    

Sunday for God to show us where we can 

be used. We’ll continue to pray very  deeply 

for God to lead us, and for us to remain 

open to God’s leading.  

 

Step two: Study the Bible. Of course we 

hear the Word of God proclaimed every 

Sunday, but we’ll look more intentionally at 

the Bible to show us what God’s will is for 

the church. Our small group meetings will 

include more specific Bible study about 

spreading the good news, and loving our 

neighbor. As we look to the Bible, we’ll find 

ourselves in the story. 

 

Step three: Teach people how to share their 

faith stories. We’ve already begun that work 

too! We have spent time during the passing 

of the peace telling people where we saw 

God or what is our favorite part of worship. 

It’s just that simple. As we show people God 

matters in our lives, they will be drawn to a 

place which celebrates that relationship. 

 

Step four: Get to know people in the    

community. “Relationship, relationship,    

relationship.” We’ll spend more time       

talking to parents at the preschool, friends in 

San Clemente, other pastors and            

congregations. We’ll find out what they care 

about, what things they’d like to see 

changed, where the needs are. As we talk 

with people, we’ll see more clearly where 

we can serve. We’ll become a more        

effective ministry in San Clemente.  

 

As soon as I returned to San Clemente after 

the training, I attended the Mayor’s Prayer 

Breakfast sponsored by the Kiwanis. It was a 

terrific morning, filled with prayer, stories 

and great conversation with some Marines, 

local business owners and a few pastors. I 

was already beginning to see where Christ 

Lutheran Church might work better with 

other churches and the military. Who 

knows what will come from our             

conversations in community? Whatever we 

learn, I know it will help us grow the church.  

 

Of course this is a team effort. I can’t do it 

alone, and I know you really don’t want that. 

We are poised to serve our community 

boldly, answering God’s call. As we          

celebrate our 50th anniversary this year, we 

thank God for our strong past and praise 

God for our vibrant future. Let’s do this! 

 

-Pastor Brenda 

 
 

 

April Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

April 3 

Good Friday Service 

Sanctuary - 7 p.m. 

Office closed 

 

April 5 

Easter Sunday Services 

North Beach - 6 & 8a.m. 

Sanctuary - 10:30 a.m. 

 

April 14 

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room - 1 p.m. 

 

April 21 

Book Club 

Fireside Room - 6 p.m. 

 

April 22 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room - 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Church Council Corner 
 The season of Lent was very special this year, as Pastor Brenda focused on love and    
adding opportunities to give, rather than focusing on “giving up” something.  The Council is 
grateful  for her pastoral leadership and to all CLC members and Preschool parents and staff 
who participated in Lenten suppers/discussions, read to kids, helped with beach clean-up,       
distributed food at FAM, did spring cleaning at church, and even donated blood (many thanks to 
Council member Betty Buck for coordinating the blood drive with the Red Cross)!  It’s been a         
meaningful 40 days, journeying closer to Christ and the cross, through worship, prayer and    
action.   
 Council is pleased to report that CLC’s financial position is improving (see separate      
article with more details).  We are grateful for increased giving and look forward to receiving  
suggestions from the New Revenue Streams task force for other ways to secure our financial 
future, in addition to renting our sanctuary on Saturdays.  In the meantime, the task force has 
made advertising and marketing recommendations that we have begun implementing.  We’ll have 
an ad every month in the SC Times and DP Times weekly newspapers, beginning with the Easter 
ads running March 26 & 27.  Most ads will feature our 50th Anniversary in some way, identifying 
us as a long-time member of the San Clemente-area faith community.  To do this, we need to 
ask our members to help by donating $1500 above the $1000 budgeted for 2015.  With dona-
tions, we will not have to dip into our operating reserves, which have just begun to grow again.       
Special thanks to Mike and Dellita Kobold for working with Pastor Brenda and the Council on 
the advertising and marketing efforts.  Their work got a news release about Pastor Brenda and 
CLC’s work in the community placed in the SC Times in mid-March and a recurring               
announcement about our services accepted by several papers. Go team!  
 Our redesigned church website will be launched in April, thanks to the efforts of member 
Linda Hardy, and we’ll continue to tweak and improve it over time.  The website is useful for all 
of us, but is primarily an outreach tool for those browsing for churches on-line.  Please check 
the site out at www.clcsanclemente.org 
 Council meets this month on April 22 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  Your concerns, ideas 
and questions are always welcome and our meetings are open to all.  Please feel free to contact any 
Council member via phone or email (info in the church directory, available at each service if you need 
one or by calling the church office).  In addition to Pastor Brenda, Council members are Shay Arnett, Bet-
ty Buck, Judy Franz, Pat Gilliam, Laura Pephens and Donna Vidrine. 
 

Wishing you a Blessed Easter! 

 

Your Church Council 

Treasurer’s Report  
 As a follow up to the Annual Meeting, I wanted to take a moment and let everyone know 
that we are a bit ahead of our budget at this time. General Offerings have been very generous 
and we believe that the call to action was heard loudly by the congregation. Keep up the great 
work! 
 Expenses continue to be managed tightly and for the two months ending February 28, 
2015 were slightly below the budget (meaning we spent less that we had budgeted for). 
 March should be another strong month for CLC’s financials given Palm Sunday and there 
being an extra Sunday during the month. 
 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at any time:  
lpephens@gmail.com or 949.248.4596.       
Laura Pephens, Treasurer 
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What in the world of WELCA? 
Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study will meet Tuesday, April 14th at 1:00p.m. 

in the Fireside Room. We will be continuing studying along with our series, 

“Transforming Life and Faith”. Suffering is an inevitable part of human life. We 

will be looking at some varied ways the Bible portrays suffering and the impact 

and value of suffering. 

 
Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, warm, monthly church       

fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in the Narthex for you to borrow, read and 

return.  We hope to see you there! 
Please contact  Ruth Milversted for more information at (949) 240-1132. 

CLC Book Club  
For April, CLC’s Book Club will be reading Anne Tyler’s latest (and perhaps 

last) novel, A Spool of Blue Thread.  From Barnes & Noble: "Fifty years ago, 

Anne Tyler published her first fiction. Now half a century later, she gifts us 

with her 20th novel, which she has told interviewers will be her final finished 

work. A Spool of Blue Thread possesses all the qualities that make Tyler 

one of the most beloved and respected authors of our time. Like its       

predecessors, the story of four generations of the Whitshanks delicately  

follows the thread of aspirations, misunderstandings, reunions, and secrets. 

A major work by a beloved Pulitzer Prize-winning author.”  Join your fellow 

readers for a good discussion on Tuesday night, April 21, 6 p.m. in the    

Fireside Room at church.  Please bring a dish to share and invite a friend!  

Book Club was happy to host the final supper of the Lenten season, sharing 

books with those who attended.  Read on! 

Spring has sprung!  Our faithful workers showed up early on  

Saturday, March 21st to with rags, brooms, ladders, hammer and 

saw, a power washer, elbow grease, enthusiasm, and a wonderful 

cooperative spirit.  Some cleaned and swept out the beach truck, 

power-washed all the chairs and put everything back in order.  

Some cleaned out and recycled 

items from behind the upper 

preschool building filling a small       

dumpster.  Some organized and 

made the two kitchens sparkle.  

Some purged, organized and cleaned up the Fireside Room.  

And last, but not least, some swept our patio, polished the 

vinyl fence, and dusted the chairs in the sanctuary.   We are 

all so grateful to Shay Arnett, Anne Brady, (continued)        

CLC Spring Clean Up Day 2015 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

Family Assistance Ministries  

Helping Military Families 

The second Saturday of every month Family     

Assistance Ministries (FAM) distributes USDA 

food to local families in need. Six members of 

Christ Lutheran helped the effort on March 14, 

distributing everything from cheddar to chicken, 

spaghetti to raisins. Aeropostale donated over 

500 pairs of jeans which also went to the clients. 

This food     giveaway is a terrific opportunity to 

get involved with FAM and feed the hungry in San 

Clemente. If you are interested in participating in 

the future, contact Pastor Brenda.   

 

Thank you to CLC members who donated school supplies, which were delivered by San 
Clemente  Military Family Outreach volunteers to San Onofre School on base on March 27.  
Much appreciated by administrators, teachers and students. San 
Onofre School Assistant Principal Brian Frost said, “Your timing is 
perfect,” said Frost, “as we usually run low on all supplies this time 
of year.  Thank you for your support.” This month, SCMFO will be 
giving 400 Easter baskets to children on base, thanks to a generous 
donation from employees of United Health Care.  In May, SCMFO 
will be hosting a graduation party for middle schoolers on base and 
on June 13, the third annual tea for military spouses (watch for 
more information about that).   

Pastor Brenda Bos, Betty Buck, Nickki Busch, Jody Coffman, Judy and Norman Franz, Louise 

and Pat Gilliam, Bonnie Gillings, Mary Monasmith, Laura Pephens, and Wendy and Warren 

Thurn for their wonderful support in this springtime ritual at Christ Lutheran.  

Pastor Brenda and Cathy Baumgarn 
Tom Whitman at FAM 

Brian Frost and Judy Franz 
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Red Cross Blood Drive a Resounding Success at CLC! 

The Red Cross blood drive held at the Christ Lutheran sanctuary on March 17th yielded       

impressive results thanks to the tireless coordinating of Betty Buck and the participation of    

volunteers from both Christ Lutheran and La Cristianita Preschool. We collected 20 units of 

blood, with each unit able to save 3 lives. That means our blood drive will contribute to saving 

60 lives! It was such a great turn out that we decided to have another one on September 29th!   

The Red Cross had this to say: “Your volunteers did a fantastic job hosting your first blood 

drive. Please proudly share how many lives you have all helped to save. SUPER JOB!!” Thanks 

again to everyone who came out and gave blood as well as volunteered, and a special “thank 

you” to Betty for being the driving force behind it! 

A volunteer donates blood. 

Betty Buck and Bonnie Gillings 

greeting the donors. 

Betty Buck, Michelle Ontiveros, and another donor watch over the 

snacks. 

Red Cross workers catch up during a 

lull in the action. 
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This is the first in a recurring series about CLC members and friends who volunteer in our com-

munity, taking Christ’s great commission "to love one another” beyond the beach and our church 

walls.  Do you know volunteers who should be featured here?  Just let Pastor Brenda know, so we 

can highlight them in an upcoming  newsletter! 
Lois Faist, a member of Christ Lutheran for six years, 

volunteers at the Ocean Institute at Dana Harbor on 

weekends, helping in the Touch Tank, working in the gift 

shop (all proceeds go to the Institute) and, during the 

week, helping with field trips.  A retired kindergarten 

teacher, Lois volunteers at the Institute because, as she 

says, “I love science and I love kids!”  She also helps 

kids as a homework tutor at the San Clemente Boys 

and Girls Club and is active in Delta Kappa Gamma, an 

international society that supports female teachers 

through grants and in other ways.  The local chapter (which Lois co-chairs with another 

CLC member, Kathie Smith) is giving a grant to a San Clemente High School math teacher 

this semester.  Lois has been a volunteer at CLC’s Vacation Bible School for the last few 

years, counts offerings and provides coffee for first Sundays at the beach most months of 

the year.  She and her late husband, Doug, raised two fine sons and Lois is the proud 

grandmother of baby granddaughter Carson!  Thank you, Lois, for all your contributions to 

CLC and our surrounding community.  

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

EMERGENCY 
Bible Numbers 

Upset?.............................................John 14 

Weak?..................................Psalm 18:1-29 

Lonely?..........................................Psalm 23 

Sinned?..........................................Psalm 51 

Worried?.......................Matthew 8:19-31 

Anxious?.....................................Phil. 4:4-9 

Unhappy?...............................Col. 3:12-17 

In danger?....................................Psalm 91 

Depressed?.................................Psalm 27 

Lack of Faith?..........................Exodus 14 

Others unkind?...............................John 15 

Need courage?..............................Joshua 1 

Need direction?...............Psalm 73:21-26 

Seeking peace?............Matthew 11:25-30 

Leaving on a trip?......................Psalm 121 

Labeled an outcast?.......Romans 8:31-39 

Struggling with loss?.....................Luke 15 

Struggling financially?..................Psalm 37 

Discouraged with work?........ Psalm 126 



April 2015 
 

 

Page 9 La Cristianita Preschool 

La Cristianita Preschool 
April 2015 News 

35522 Camino Capistrano  

San Clemente, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405—Preschool (949) 496-2621 

Please join us for  
Holy Week… 

   This week is Holy Week for the church.  Holy Week celebrates Maundy Thursday and 

The Last Supper when  Jesus and His disciples  had their last dinner together and Jesus told 

them what the next day would bring.  Maundy Thursday is followed by Good Friday which   

celebrates the crucifixion, then 3 days later is Easter Sunday when we celebrate the              

Resurrection.  A week packed full of monumental influence on all Christians. To our children, 

this week is about the hype and anticipation of the Easter  Bunny and finding brightly colored 

eggs which they have dyed the week before.   
   As we celebrate Religious holiday’s, how do we help our children see beyond the gifts 

and help them to understand the real reason for the celebration?  Christmas is easy, the birth of 

Christ and a birthday party.  Easter isn’t so easy!  We can’t really explain crucifixion to our  

preschool aged children without scaring them.  And how do they understand Jesus coming back 

from the dead?  They will think that Grandparents and other friends and family who we have 

lost will resurrect as well.  So what do we tell them?  Something Pastor Brenda and I have 

talked about a lot as she prepares for her first Easter chapel with us. 
   So what are we going to tell our children?  Here’s the reality,  Jesus dies to forgive our 

sins.  Our children don’t really understand sin, nor should they yet.  However they do             

understand the  difference between making good and bad choices.  We will teach them that God 

loved Jesus so much that He brought Jesus back from the dead.  The reason He did that was  

because Jesus loves us so much that he was willing to do  anything he could to help make it OK 

when we make bad choices as long as we learn how to make better choices next time.   
   My prayer is that you help them look beyond the bunny and the eggs.  Help them        

understand how much Jesus loves us...but keep it simple!  Help them understand in ways that 

are age appropriate but offer them reasons for the season!   

 Happy Easter! 

 

With many blessings, 

Leigh Ann Downie 
Director 

April 3—Good Friday 

7:00pm  

in the sanctuary 

 

April 5—Easter 

6:00 & 8:00am at North Beach 

10:30 in the sanctuary 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

SERMONS IN APRIL:  

WHATS NEXT? 
Life after Easter-     

Stories from the book 

of Acts. 

Please pray for… 
 
Our local law enforcement and firefighters. 
 
San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano and Dana 
Point schools and local governments 
 
The children, families and staff of La Cristianita 
Preschool. 
 
The staff and volunteers of Family Assistance 
Ministries and the clients they serve. 
 
Military families and their deployed loved ones. 
 
Christ Lutheran Church, our volunteers and staff 
and all those we come in contact with. May God 
inspire us to serve deeply. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
GOOD FRIDAY     

SERVICE 
April 3rd, 7:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary 
EASTER SUNDAY  

SERVICES 
April 5th 

North Beach 6a.m. and 8 a.m. 

Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 

 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

