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I’m writing on Easter Monday, 
the first day in recent memory 
where I am not thinking 
about/p lanni ng/wor ry ing 
about/emailing about a      
service for Holy Week. This is 
the day where most pastors 
deeply feel the joke, “Christ is 
Risen, but the clergy is dead.”  

Holy Week is always such a 
strange combination of      
worship experiences. We    
welcomed over fifty guests to 
the Crespo twins’ baptism on 
Palm Sunday. We welcomed 
over 220 guests on the beach 
on Easter. An army of           
volunteers set up the service in 
total darkness. Our 10:30 Easter 
service enjoyed almost three 
times our regular attendance 
as we started in the Upper 
Room, trying to imagine what 
it must have been like to hear 
the news from the women that    
Jesus is alive. We saw the 
empty tomb on our way out of 
the sanctuary.  

Good Friday had started with 
a group from CLC hiking the 
Stations of the Cross in the 
Cleveland National Forest. 
Good Friday night we heard 
the story of the crucifixion from 
Pastor Darren Cowdrey of    
Palisades United Methodist 
and me. Dee Goodfellow fin-
ished the evening with a 
haunting piano composition. 
We left the sanctuary trans-
formed. Saturday morning 
brought squeals of La          

Cristianita Preschool kids    
hunting for eggs, making lots 
of crafts and enjoying chapel 
and lunch   together. Saturday 
afternoon many of our     
neighbors came inside our 
church for the first time for a 
memorial     service for a man 
who lived across the street. 
Saturday night Ken Gilliland, 
my wife Janis and I joined St. 
Clement’s Episcopal Church 
for their Easter Vigil, seeing 
friends we met while studying 
s p i r i t u a l i t y  w i t h  t h e i r             
congregation this Lent. 

As part of the various needs of    
ministry, I wore hiking shoes, an   
Easter bunny costume, a 
headscarf, a black clerical 
suit, and a beautiful chasuble 
(the presider’s cape) for     
Episcopal Eucharist. It’s hard to 
put into words what this work 
requires and offers.  

I enter into Lent expecting to 
be  surprised and frustrated 
and moved. All those things 
happened. I also hope to 
come away with a new sense 
of purpose. That happened 
too. As I shared in a sermon a 
few weeks ago, I was             
uninvited from a local pastor’s 
group on Ash Wednesday   
because I’m gay. I’m surprised 
to tell you that was the    
breakthrough moment. Many 
of you asked, “What can we 
do about this?” And the       
answer  became very clear: 
We have to love boldly. We 
may have taken our mission 
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Council Corner 

for granted before. We are actually in a very unique position in San 
Clemente. There are not a lot of places where LGBT   people and those 
who support them can worship locally. There are not a lot of places in 
town where those battling addiction, the homeless, the impoverished 
and the mentally ill can feel loved and accepted. It’s been made clear 
to us that we have to shine our light a little brighter, that we have an      
important ministry at Christ Lutheran Church. We may never become the 
largest church in town. That’s not the goal. The goal is to make sure God’s 
love, God’s promises and God’s forgiveness flow freely from our work and 
our messages. Those who need Good News can find it here, on hikes, 
through laughter, in community, around tables, as children and neighbors 
who may never come to church on Sunday. We are called to love boldly, 
to accept people bravely. How amazing to see that more clearly this 
Easter season. We’ve held back our “Alleluias” for a season, but now we 
shout it   loudly, “Alleluia! Christ loves us, and so we must love each      
other.” What a brave, amazing way to live. 

-Pastor Brenda 

Welcome to Council Corner! How much did we enjoy our Lenten season? 
After all, we weren’t asked to give up anything.  We were asked to simply 
be better human beings. Isn’t that what our goal should be all the time? 
 
Council is experiencing seismic shifts, ok seismic might be a bit of an       
exaggeration, but we are working to pare down our meetings to 1 hour or 
less. We are utilizing technology (email) to discuss less pertinent issues. We 
are asking and answering questions before they require approval at the 
council table.  Our last meeting we were successful in this endeavor. It 
was delightful! 
 
Our main topic of conversation this month revolved around growth.  What 
does growth actually mean to Christ Lutheran Church?  Does it mean 
people in the pews or something much bigger and much broader?  What 
can CLC provide their community? Is it support groups? Is it bowling? Is it 
youth get-togethers? This will be a topic that council considers again and 
again. It will, in fact, be the main topic at our upcoming council retreat.  
You heard me, retreat (ok, it’s only a few hours not a weekend in Cabo, 
but still)!  If any one of you has any ideas that you would like us to consider 
regarding growth, please reach out. What does growth for Christ Lutheran 
mean to you? 
 
Our next council meeting is April 20, 2016 at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room. 
We encourage any and all who want to come.  We might have snacks!  
God bless. 
 
Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Jane Porphir,    
Secretary; Laura Pephens, Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Donna Vidrine; Pastor 
Brenda Bos 
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CLC Book Club 

For May, the CLC Book Club will be reading “Loving Frank” by 
Nancy Horan, with the Frank of the title none other than        
renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright.  We’ll meet for a     
potluck supper to discuss the book on Tuesday, May 10, 6 p.m. 
in the Fireside Room at church. Here’s how Amazon describes 
the novel: 

"I have been standing on the side of life, watching it float by. I 
want to swim in the river. I want to feel the current." So writes 
Mamah Borthwick Cheney in her diary as she struggles to justify 
her clandestine love affair with Frank Lloyd Wright. Four years 

earlier, in 1903, Mamah and her husband, Edwin, had commissioned the      
renowned architect to design a new home for them. During the construction 
of the house, a powerful attraction developed between Mamah and Frank, 
and in time the lovers, each married with children, embarked on a course 
that would shock Chicago society and forever change their lives. In this 
groundbreaking historical novel, fact and fiction blend together brilliantly. 
While scholars have largely relegated Mamah to a footnote in the life of 
America’s greatest architect, author Nancy Horan gives full weight to their 
dramatic love story and illuminates Mamah’s profound influence on Wright. 
Drawing on years of research, Horan weaves little-known facts into a        
compelling narrative, vividly portraying the conflicts and struggles of a     
woman forced to choose between the roles of mother, wife, lover, and        
intellectual. Horan’s Mamah is a woman seeking to find her own place, her 
own creative calling in the world, and her unforgettable journey, marked by 
choices that reshape her notions of love and responsibility, leads inexorably 
to this novel’s stunning conclusion. 

WELCA Bible Study will meet Tuesday May 10th in the 
Fireside Room, from 1:00 to 2:30. We invite all CLC    
women to study Paul’s letter to the Philippians, from the 
April issue of Gather magazine, which is the last part of a 
series on Philippians called Christian Citizenship 101 with 
the topic “Keeping On Keeping On”. If Paul can write 
this letter from prison and does not seem downcast or 
discouraged, we might have positive results following his 
example spreading the gospel’s continued expansion 
into today’s world. Please join us! 
Put May 10th on your calendar as we study “Mary and 
Elizabeth, Sisters Across the Generations”, not just mere 
relatives, but also sisters in faith. 
 

For more information e-mail Betty Buck at edbmeb@cox.net or by calling 
493-6179. 

What in the world of WELCA? 
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National Volunteer  Week April 10th-16th 

Christ Lutheran, like many churches, counts on the 

time and talents donated by many of its members to 

keep running. There’s the obvious ones like the     

readers, the bulletin distributors at Beach Church who 

also do communion, the people who do the coffee 

and are on the Council. But there are also the          

behind the scenes volunteers who may not be as      

visible. The people who set up the chairs. The ones 

who change out the paraments in the Sanctuary as 

the liturgical calendar changes. The people who drive 

the truck, count the offering, separate out the     

homeless clothing and stock the altar. Then there’s the 

ones who help with crossover projects at La Cristianita 

Preschool like VBS and the Easter Egg Hunt. All of these 

people are why we run as smoothly as we do and we 

appreciate every single one of them! A huge THANK 

YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers here at CLC!! 

Volunteering is a great way to be of service and be a 

part of the ministry. Please contact the office or Pastor 

Brenda if you are interested in helping out! 

8 a.m. Easter Service, as seen from the 

Lifeguard Tower. 

A chilly Easter Sunrise Service. 

at the
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Speaking of volunteers, here’s some of ours from Easter 

Sunday!  Wendy Thurn (counter, food), Lois Faist 

(counter, coffee, VBS, general Beach Church), Louise & 

Pat Gilliam (Council, homeless lunch, hospitality), and 

Linda Kopperud (donuts, VBS, general Beach Church). 

B
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach 

Local Military Support Group to Host 4th Annual “Semper Fideli-TEA” 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO), a local nonprofit     

founded in 2002 to support military families at Camp Pendleton, will hold 

its four annual tea for military spouses on Saturday, May 28, at St.            

Andrew’s by the Sea Methodist Church, which provides office space to 

the organization. 

“We’ve had a springtime tea, a tea Hawaiian-style, and last year, a       

British high tea,” said event chair Judy Franz.  “This year we are planning a 

mother-child-friend tea, with gifts, goodies bags, special surprises and 

lovely tea sandwiches and desserts, all provided by local churches,      

businesses and individuals who want to show our military families how 

much we appreciate their sacrifices on our behalf.” 

SCMFO would gratefully accept donations for this moral event, one of 

many the group holds throughout the year.  Gift items in the past have in-

cluded wine and cheese baskets, beach bags, salon visits and            

products, scarves and purses, movie passes, etc.  If you would like to 

make a monetary donation to the event or give an item or gift card, 

please contact Judy at 949-493-3826 or junofranz@aol.com.  All gifts are 

tax deductible.   

Here’s a photo of guests in 2015, many wearing their hats! 

 

The tomb is empty! He is risen! Our wonderful musicians Tom and Russell,  

playing for Easter services. 

More Easter pictures! 
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Santiago Retreat 

Santiago Retreat Center has been hosting the Stations of 

the Cross for eighteen years. 

 

Good Friday was observed outdoors with several      

hundred on pilgrimage in the Santiago Retreat Center in 

the Cleveland National Forest. Five members and three 

friends of Christ Lutheran Church took the one-mile 

uphill hike while pausing at fourteen Stations of the Cross 

to pray and reflect on Jesus’ journey to the cross.  

Paula Dismuke was very inspired by the experience, “I 

just thought it was very meaningful to know how hard it 

was for Jesus, how he endured and suffered to let us 

live.” Gerry Loughman, Bridget Callanan, Shay Arnett, 

Pastor Brenda and Janis Reid thought the strenuous hike 

really drove home the physical suffering Jesus went 

through. CLC friends Tricia Rizer and Kenan Barrett 

took their family through the stations separately. 

Who could be in that bunny suit??? 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 
 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 
 

949. 496. 1405 
 

Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 
 
 

Two of the greatest qualities in life are: 

PATIENCE 

and 

WISDOM 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

American Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
 

Christ Lutheran Church  
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

11 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
 
Sign up at: 
www.redcrossblood.org 
Sponsor Code: CLSC 
 
For additional questions contact 
the church office (949) 496-2621 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

