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Pastor’s Message 

 
A friend asked me if I had any “moments of 

beauty” in my first weeks at Christ Lutheran. 

Several came right to mind. 

 
 The red cattails Christian placed on the 

altar at beach church. 
 Keith Baumgarn inviting toddler Blake to 

bring the offering up to the altar. Blake’s   

curiosity led to his receiving a private 

tour behind the table while we sang the 

hymn. 
 Tuesday morning Bible Study’s joyful rush 

to pray for one of our members after 

surgery. 
 Katie’s perfect piano accompaniment in 

two services while Tom improvised   

harmonies with guitar, harmonica and 

recorder. 

 Dolphins blessing us during eucharist. 
 Kenneth and Russell’s special music every 

Sunday at 10:30. 
 Visits from the preschoolers to my office. 

So far, nothing’s been broken, but we did 

need to vacuum up quite a bit of glitter. 

 
It’s the little things, isn’t it? When we look 

back at our lives, we certainly remember the 
milestones: births, weddings, funerals,      

graduations. But when we linger on the    

people who mattered, we may find ourselves 

surprised to focus on a look they gave, a turn 

of phrase, a tiny moment. When I think 

about my Oma, my grandmother, I           

remember eating huge sandwiches with her 

in the front seat of my car, both of us leaning 

together to not spill on our laps. I must have 

spent dozens of meals with her, but that one 

little moment sticks in my mind and reminds 

me always that Oma loved me, and I loved 

her. 

 
God does amazing, beautiful BIG things--

creating the world and sending his only Son 

to us to save us for starters! But God knows 

that little things can have an amazing impact. 

And so God had Jesus share meals, make 

faces, tell stories, hold children on his lap. 

God knew in the beginning we needed the 

human experience to really feel special. As a 

church, we continue the human experience, 

even in worship. We sing together. We listen 

to each other read. We get a small piece of 

bread pressed into our hands. We eat. We 

hug. 

 
As our glorious summer weather continues, 

in this beautiful part of the world where we 

are so blessed to live, marveling at the vast 

beauty of the ocean, we are reminded daily 

that God, our creator, was so creative, so 

generous. May we all notice and share the 

little things and moments of beauty. Take a 

friend to lunch. Call a relative. Pick a flower. 

Breathe in delicious smells. Listen to music. 

Laugh. Take a walk on the beach trail or to 

Pines Park. Pet a dog. Know God loves you. 

 

Pastor Brenda 

 
P.S. Another “moment of beauty”, water-

related in my first few weeks:  A small flood--

thankfully not 40 days--that has given us an 

"opportunity" to refresh the bathrooms and 

offices on our church campus. We are   

grateful to God, Preschool and church staff, 

ServPro CleanUp Service and Hanover     

Insurance for having our backs! 

 
 

 

August Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

August 14 

WELCA Bible Study 

“Lydia” 

1p.m. - See Betty Buck 

or Ruth Milversted. 

 

August 16 

Pastor Brenda’s  

Ordination. 

1p.m. - St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church, 

North Hollywood 

 

August 18-22 

Vacation Bible School 

 Scavenger Hunt 

 

August 20 

Council Meeting 

5:30p.m. -  

Fireside Room 

 

August 24 

Pastor Brenda’s        

Installation 

2 p.m. - Sanctuary 

  

Pastor’s Office Hours: 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the  

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out  

with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us  

and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Christ Lutheran Church 
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From the Council 
We're off and running with Pastor Brenda and so happy with the congregation's response to 

her sermons, worship style and her voice! On the beach, we loved seeing her barefoot on her 

second Sunday. Thank you again to everyone for your support and prayers throughout the call 

process and as we move forward in faith with our new pastor. 

 

Some recent Council activities on your behalf:  Getting the trees trimmed on the church cam-

pus, repairing the beach truck and getting it smogged, placing ads in the San Clemente Festival 

program and the SC Journal for August-Sept-Oct to keep our church on people's minds, get-

ting the beautiful church doors refinished. . .while helping Pastor Brenda settle in. 

 

Next on our agenda is getting an awning or some type of protective canopy installed over the 

doors (attaching to the pergola in the church entry way--we're getting three proposals), re-

vamping our sign on Camino Capistrano in line with city Planning Commission requirements, 

establishing a mutual ministry team (to help with pastor and staff needs and concerns) and visit-

ation team (to visit parishioners in need when Pr. Brenda can't be in San Clemente). If you are 

interested in helping with either of these teams, please let the pastor or a council member 

know. 

 

We continue to need more beach truck drivers. Currently we have two (with another rehab-

bing from injuries).  If we had five, most months drivers would need to drive just once. No age 

limit, all our insurance company needs is a copy of your driver's license (no special license 

needed). Please contact church secretary Debby Boka if you can help. One of the current driv-

ers will give you an orientation before your first day driving. 

 

Vacation Bible School, rescheduled for the week of August 18 (mornings, 9-12), needs volun-

teers. Contact Debby if you can help. This is always a great experience and one of the ways we 

nurture church-preschool relations. And the kids are so darned cute! 

 

Blessings for the rest of the summer and beyond! 

 

Church Council--Shay Arnett, Betty Buck, Judy Franz, Pat Gilliam, Laura Pephens, Donna Vidrine 

 Your Church Council meets the third Wednesday night each month at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Fireside Room at church. Guests are welcome, as well as prayers for the decisions that 

Jesus would make. We encourage you to contact us with ideas, concerns, needs and     

prayers. 
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Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study meets the second Thursday 

of each month at 1:00p.m. in the Fireside room. Join us for our new 

study, “Of Many Generations: Mary, Elizabeth and Lydia”. In this 

session we will look at Lydia. Our final session takes us to a        

different book with its own story of raising up the foundations of 

many generations. In Acts 16:11-15 we meet both Lydia and the 

group of women with whom she gathers down by the river as well 

as Paul and his companion who encounter them there. 

 
Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, warm, monthly 

church fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in the Narthex for you to 

borrow, read and return.  We hope to see you there! 

 
**THIS MONTH WE WILL BE MEETING OFF-SITE DUE TO FLOODING. Please see Ruth 

Milversted or Betty Buck for further details or contact Debby at the church (949) 496-2621. 

Monday Night Kayak  
Tim, the owner of Dana Point Jet Ski and Kayak Rental at Dana Harbor 

(34671 Puerto Place, south end of the harbor), is once again allowing us 

to rent kayaks at 5:30 p.m., returning them after the rental company 

closes.  We take one loop around the harbor and then head off as a 

group to happy hour somewhere close by (Wind & Sea or El Torito).  

Rentals are $15 for a single, $20 for a double.  Just be there in time to 

rent your kayak and "embark" by 5:30.  Call Norman Franz at 626-497-

5200 or 949-493-3826 for more info.  Join us for Christian fellowship 

(and a good upper body work out) on the water! 

What in the world of WELCA? 

After a summer hiatus, CLC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 6 

p.m. in the Fireside Room at church, to discuss The Goldfinch, a Pulitzer 

Prize-winning novel by Donna Tartt.  Bring a friend, a dish to share and 

join us for a great discussion. 

 

Amazon description of the novel: Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New    

Yorker, miraculously survives an explosion that kills his                   

mother.  Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a 

wealthy friend.  Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, 

tormented by his longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that 

reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting.  As an adult, 

Theo moves between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty an-

tiques store where he works.  Alienated and in love, he is drawn into the 

underworld of art.  A tale of loss and redemption, this is a stay-up-all-

night, tell-all-your-friends-about-it great read! 

Book Club is Back! 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

CLC has a foursome in the 1st Annual Family Assistance   

Ministries Golf Tournament at San Clemente Municipal Golf 

Course on August 4.  We're also sponsoring a tee, so every-

one who plays will see our church name and logo.  Another 

great fundraiser for FAM, which Pr. Brenda toured on July 15. 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach hosted a BBQ & Pool  

Party for military teens on base at San Onofre Clubhouse #1 

on July 31.  The teens received hats bearing the SCMFO logo,       

enjoyed hot dogs and hamburgers and got to select gift cards 

to the commissary, Game Stop, movie theaters and 

more.  SCMFO does a lot for families and military wives and 

mothers to-be, but this was their first-ever event just for 

teens.  Thank you to Pastor Brenda for attending SCMFO's 

meeting on July 8. 

 

SCMFO's biggest fundraiser of the year is the annual Variety Show to be held this year on  

Saturday, Oct. 25, at the San Clemente Community Center on Del Mar.  The featured group, 

for the entire second act, will be Paperback Writer, a nationally known Beatles tribute band 

that regularly performs on Disney cruises.  We expect a sell out, so we hope CLC members 

will snap up tickets as soon as they are available in late August.  We have one table of 10    

reserved for CLC ($45/seat).  Regular seating is $25.  Watch for more info in bulletins and on 

displays at both services.  See Judy or Norman Franz for tickets. 

AUGUST OUTREACH  

San Clemente Military Family Outreach 

Family Assistance Ministries 
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Want to help but don’t know how? 

DRIVERS needed - no special license required - pick up truck at 7am drive the 1.8 miles to 

North Beach, operate lift gate, encourage the troops. Operate lift gate and drive truck 

home after service. Great way to connect with the congregation and passersby. 

 

SET UP help needed - Do you like to work outside and let your mind wander? Beach setup 

crew on Sunday mornings enjoy the weather, the water, the sand... and get a little exercise. 

Arrival time is 7am and you are guaranteed the best seat in the house. 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS - readers, communion assistants, ushers - easy jobs which allow 

you to be part of our beautiful worship services. No experience necessary!  

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WORKERS - mornings August 18-22 - craft station           

volunteers, four classroom volunteers, snack volunteers, storyteller and game leader       

opportunities available. Great way to enjoy children and serve the community. 
 

Please see Pastor Brenda or email Debby at secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com to volunteer. 

Opportunity to Honor Pastor Harvey and Ruth Anderson 
Christ Lutheran Church will be forever grateful to member Pastor Harvey Anderson for 

his 18 months of leadership as our interim pastor.  We added new members during his 

tenure and were able to add to our reserves because he selflessly took a close-to supply 

pastor salary.  His wife, Ruth, was an integral part of parish life before January 2013 and 

during PH’s time leading us.  

 
During his almost 50 years as an ordained Lutheran pastor, PH guided several             

congregations into financial strength, including Preston Meadow Lutheran Church in Plano, 

Texas, his last congregation before retiring (read more at http://www.mylittlepages.com/

pastor-anderson.html). The Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod is honoring Pastor 

Harvey and Ruth by naming their new chapel at the Briarwood 

Retreat Center the Pastor Harvey A. and Ruth Buechele 

Anderson Chapel , thanks to a generous donation by CLC as-

sociate members Bill and Denise Lindquist (members of Preston 

Meadow) who  also paid for the design and wrapping of our 

beach truck.  

 
Our church council voted unanimously (and instantly!) to donate 

a paver to this chapel at our July 16 meeting, with council     

member Shay Arnett offering to cover the cost.  If any CLC 

members would like to donate pavers individually, go to 

www.ntnl.org to find out more and to donate on-line.    

 

Certificate of Recognition presented from the City of San Clemente to Pastor Harvey.  

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.mylittlepages.com/pastor-anderson.html
http://www.mylittlepages.com/pastor-anderson.html
http://www.ntnl.org
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(Nearly) New Front Doors! 

Vern Ehler’s legacy continues! If 

you stop by the Sanctuary, you’ll 

see the front doors looking a lot  

nicer than they were a couple of 

months ago! After years of sun 

weathering, the doors got        

removed, sanded down, and     

f in ished with a coat  of              

po l yure thane .  They  look        

wonderful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three ELCA bishops marched in the San Diego Pride Parade July 19 along with members of First 

Lutheran San Diego and other local ELCA congregations. Bishops Murray Finck, Guy Erwin and 

Mark Holmerud, representing all California ELCA synods, offered a message of welcome and 

love to a crowd of over 200,000. Can you find Pastor Brenda and her wife, Janis? (Hint: Find the 

rainbow flag and look up). *Ed. Note: And get your magnifying glass! 

History in San Diego 

 

 
 August 16th - Pastor Brenda’s ordination, St. 

Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Hollywood,    

1 p.m. (see pg. 8 for more info). 
 August 18-22nd - Vacation Bible School at 

CLC 
 August 24th - Pastor Brenda’s installation at 

Christ Lutheran, 2 p.m.  2nd service will be 

moved to 11:30 a.m. with a 1 p.m. lunch. 
 September 7th - “God’s Work, Our Hands” 

ELCA National Day of Service - CLC Beach 

Clean-up (stay tuned for more info). 
 September 16th - CLC Book Club meets 

in the Fireside Room (see pg. 3 for more    

info). 
 October 25 - San Clemente Military      

Families Outreach Variety Show, featuring   

Paperback Writer (a Beatles tribute band). 
 Coming this fall -  New Members         

Orientation- dates to be announced. 

Save the Date! 
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Vacation Bible School at CLC—Dates Changed! 

Due to conflicting scheduling leading to lower enrollment rates, the decision was 

made to change the dates for VBS to August 18-22. We are still looking for        

volunteers to help out for the week! Please contact Leigh Ann or Debby at the office 

(949) 496-2621. The camp is open to anyone ages 3 to 5th grade - $50 per child if 

not enrolled at La Cristianita.  

An ongoing series about the traditions and practices we embrace at Christ Lutheran Church 

What happens when a person is baptized?  
 A few months ago I asked an adult Sunday School class in Los Angeles what they 

thought happened in baptism. The list was varied: forgiveness of sin, dying to old self,          

resurrected to new life, cleansing, an initiation rite.  
 Most of those answers are correct. Martin Luther wrote in his Large Catechism that in 

baptism we are “delivered from sin, death and the devil, to enter in Christ’s kingdom and live 

with Him forever.” This is God’s doing, not the pastor, not the parents or congregation, but 

God.  And the work God does in baptism is profound. We are joined together with God    

forever, forgiven of sins and freed to walk in newness of life.   
 We believe the one being baptized does not have to do anything, does not earn        

anything. This is why we baptize infants. They simply receive the wondrous gift of God’s grace, 

forgiveness and reconciliation through no ability of their own. 
 Adults may also receive baptism. Some people wonder if an adult needs to go through a 

great deal of theological education before they receive baptism. My answer is no, since the 

adult receives the same free gift as the infant: they do not do anything to earn the sacrament of 

baptism. However, just as pastors meet with the parents of an infant to make sure the parents 

understand what is happening, we instruct adults seeking baptism to make sure they            

understand what is happening.  
 What makes the water so special? Is it magic? No. We believe when we proclaim God’s 

promises over the water, the water is set apart for sacred purpose (we also believe when we 

proclaim God’s promises over bread and wine, they are also set apart for sacred purpose, but 

we’ll discuss that in the future).  As Martin Luther wrote in his Large Catechism, “It is not 

simply plain water, but water placed in the setting of God’s Word and commandment and 

made holy by them.” As we pour water over the baptized person’s head, we acknowledge 

what God is doing and will be doing in their life.  
 Baptism is a sacred and joyful experience. We believe you only need to have been bap-

tized once; a baptism in another Christian denomination is completely appropriate. I welcome 

anyone who is interested in being baptized to speak with me. -Pastor Brenda  

Why We Do What We Do 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

Pastor Brenda Bos 

PastorBrenda@cbc.occoxmail.com 

Church Secretary 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Pastor’s office hours: T, W 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Church office hours: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

…Christ Lutheran Church, our congregation and 

our Pastor;  

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool; 

…Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;  

…Those battling health issues for strength and 

healing;                                                                                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families.                           

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now 

you can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 

through our website www.clcsanclemente.org 

 

PASTOR BRENDA’S ORDINATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor Brenda’s Office 

Hours 

 
Pastor Brenda will be available at 

the church on Tuesday and 

Wednesday from 9:00 a.m.   until 

4:00 p.m.  If you need to speak 

with her at another time, she will 

be available by appointment as 

well as by e-mail. Please call the 

church office to schedule an            

appointment or if the need is   

immediate and during business 

hours. Otherwise, she can be   

contacted at: 
PastorBrenda@cbc.occoxmail.com 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

