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Pastor’s Message 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 

you, O Israel… 

 
I will warn you now: you’ll hear this 
hymn several times during Advent. The 
name “Emmanuel”, one of the nicknames 
of Jesus, is my favorite. It means “God 
with us”. This idea that God walks 
among us, (the original Greek says 
“pitches a tent among us”), takes my 
breath away. As difficult as this life gets, 
we know God is right here. Not      
somewhere far away, not sitting up in 
heaven, but here: with us. 
 
The season of Advent is the beginning of 
the church year. During this time we 
hear the stories (again and again) of  
waiting for the Messiah. I think it is tricky 
to preach these stories of longing for the 
Savior to come, while simultaneously  
celebrating the fact that Jesus lives 
among us in the here and now.  
 
It’s a time of hope and expectation, but 
for what? Every year we hope for   
something more, or something different. 
This year will be… what? Better?       
Renewed? More satisfying? 
 
As a congregation, we are moving in to a 
new season as well. The long wait for a 
pastor has ended (although we will not 
be singing hymns about that!). We      
expect great things in our ministry. We 
hope for something new, something   
different, something… what? 
 
In some ways, this time of expectation 
and hope is the same as the Advent    
observation. We long for something 
new, all the while celebrating God’s 

steadfastness in our congregation 
through the years. We want to build on 
what we have: a community of faith and 
witness. Our congregation is especially 
good at welcoming the stranger. We 
have very good news to share with the 
world. We want to strengthen our min-
istry and our impact in the world. 
 
How do we build upon those things we 
already have? Your council has been  
asking those questions.  
 
We know “word of mouth” is the best 
way to attract people. I don’t know if 
people listen when we say, “I have a 
great church, you should come.” I do 
think people pay attention when we tell 
how our lives are made better because 
of God’s love, why we live a generous 
life, how we experience this in communi-
ty at Christ Lutheran. This may seem 
awkward or pushy to you. But you are 
simply sharing your personal experience, 
not forcing it on someone else. Why not 
invite a friend to Christmas Eve or to 
one of our services? Let them see for 
themselves. 
 
Another Christmas hymn reminds us 
“The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
for yonder breaks the new and glorious 
morn.” During this season, we have a gift 
for the weary world. We can show 
them: God is with us! God bless you in 
this time of great hope and expectation. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Brenda Bos 

 

 
 

 

December Calendar 

See Full Advent 

Schedule Inside 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

December 3 

Advent Meditation 

12:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

 

December 7 

Advent Brunch and 

Christmas Decorating 

9:15 a.m. - Sanctuary 

 

December 9 

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room - 1 p.m. 

 

December 10 

Advent Meditation 

12:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 

 

December17 

Advent Performance 

“Bad Girls of the Bible” 

12 p.m. - Sanctuary 

Council Meeting 

5 p.m. - The Franz’s 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve Services 

5 & 10 p.m. - Sanctuary 

 

Sunday Worship 

Beach Worship 

8:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 a.m. 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Church Council Corner 

  

 
A blessed Advent and Merry Christmas from your Church Council.  
 
Thank you for completing and returning your Stewardship forms, for your continued gifts 
of time, talents and tithes (or however much you can give monetarily--it's all good) and for 
reading the monthly newsletter.  Because we have services in separate places each Sunday, 
our print and on-line connections are so important in keeping us connected as ONE     
congregation!   
 
Fellowship opportunities also keep us connected and we look forward to the church 
Christmas Breakfast on Dec. 7, which will bring CLC members from both services to-
gether to share delicious food and Christian love.  Yea, God!  Thank you to all on the Ad-
vent Committee for coordinating this event and others who are providing food.  Please 
plan to attend at 9:15 a.m. in the sanctuary.  We look forward to seeing you at one or 
more of our Advent lunches/dinners on Wednesdays in December and at Christmas Eve 
services. 
 
Church Sign  Council has selected a local firm, Starfish Signs and Graphics, to manufac-
ture and install the lettering and numbers on our monument sign at our church campus on 
Camino Capistrano.  Starfish was the lowest and best bidder, but the cost is still over 
$3,000.   We've already had to spend more than $1,000 over budget to bring the monu-
ment (base) sign up to San Clemente code compliance (it's a long story--ask any post-2012 
Council members about it).  We are planning an "adopt a letter" campaign -- $60 per     
letter/number -- and are praying for church members' participation!  In the meantime, we 
have a temporary sign (see photo).  More to come! 
 
As always, your church council wants to hear from you in person, via email or by 
phone.  You can find us in the church directory (and if you need a directory, contact our 
church secretary, Debby Boka, at 949-496-2621). 

 

In Christ's love, 

 

Judy Franz, Shay Arnett, Betty Buck, Pat Gilliam, Laura Pephens, Donna Vidrine 
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 Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study meets the     
second Tuesday of the month at 1p.m. in the Fireside Room. 
Join us for our study that will run through 2015, 
“Transforming Life and Faith”. We will be considering how our 
lives and our faith journeys are transformed by the events we 
experience and the people we meet. In both the Old and New 
Testaments we will read about people who have had           
life-changing experiences, such as Paul on the road to         
Damascus and Moses in the wilderness of Midian. This month 
we look for “Faith in the Family: Transforming Life and Faith” 
and how our Christian faith works in and through our own 
families. 
 Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, 
warm, monthly church fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in 
the Narthex for you to borrow, read and return.  We hope to 
see you there! 

What in the world of WELCA? 

Calendar  of Advent Events at CLC  
 
Wednesday, December 3rd - Noon advent meditation at the Sanctuary 
followed by lunch at Selma’s at 12:45 p.m. Dinner at Selma’s 218 Avenida 
Del Mar at 6:00 p.m. This coincides with La Cristianita’s Family First 
Wednesday so 20% of all food and beverage at Selma’s will be donated to 
the school. 
 
Sunday, December 7th - Advent brunch and Christmas decorating in 
the Sanctuary at 9:15 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 10th - Noon advent meditation at the Sanctu-
ary followed by lunch at the Peking Dragon located at 34171 PCH in Dana 
Point at 12:45 p.m. Dinner at Harpoon Henry’s in the Harbor (left at 
Golden Lantern, right into the parking lot) at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 17th - Noon advent performance “Bad Girls of 
the Bible” by local performer Daneen Pysz in the Sanctuary. Lunch at the 
Calypso Café located at 114 Avenida Del Mar at 12:45 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 24th - Christmas Eve candlelight services will 
be held at 5:00 and 10:00 p.m. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

Don’t Be A Goat!   Give to Others This Holiday Season  
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 

it to me.” - Matthew 25:40 

 
The holidays are not just a time to be grateful, they are a time to celebrate Jesus’ birth and 
entering our lives to work through each and every one of us. Some of us are more fortunate 
than others who have to worry about their next meal, whether they will have heat or shelter 
for the holidays, or whether they will be able to provide their children with even a simple 
gift. This year, there are several opportunities for you to help specifically with holiday-related 
aid. In addition, we will be having food drives for F.A.M. throughout advent with certain 
items for each week. On Christ the King Sunday, Pastor Brenda's sermon was on Jesus's "Last   

Lecture". Christ told his followers not to focus on him, but to love their neighbors--to give food to 

the hungry, clothes to the naked, water to the thirsty, welcome to the stranger, care to the sick, 

friendship to the prisoner--and in these  actions they (2000 years ago) and we today would truly be 

honoring and adoring our Savior. We know our members are involved in numerous local charities 

and projects and give to others outside of church giving.  Bless you!  At Christ Lutheran, our       

principal outreach focus in the past few years has been on Family Assistance Ministries and San 

Clemente Military Family Outreach. Ways to help are below. And thank you to everyone who 
dropped off a dish at the F.A.M. Thanksgiving on November 26th! 
 
CHRISTMAS ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
Stop by F.A.M.’s Resource Center and choose a family to deliver Christmas presents for the 
children. 
 
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE 
Deliver new, unwrapped toys for children ages 0-12 or a gift card for teens to the F.A.M.  
Resource Center by December 16th (or drop off in the Church Office by December 15th).  
 
MAKE A CRITICAL DIFFERENCE WITH DIRECT AID 
Help F.A.M. help those with the most critical needs this holiday season by donating funds for 
direct client aid! You can donate online at www.family-assistance.org or go to the Resource 
Center to deliver your donation in person. 
 
SCMFO 
"Thank a Family" is an annual Christmas program of SCMFO, again to show gratitude and             

appreciation for the service of Marine and Navy personnel at Pendleton.  Families may be             

experiencing financial hardship or the military member of the family may be deployed and a few extra 

gifts for the children can help brighten Christmas morning.  If you feel you would like to join in this 

program or obtain further information, please contact Theresa Lowe at                                      

theresadlowe@gmail.com.  SCMFO makes the initial contact with the military family, usually through 

their Family Readiness Officer on base, and then will provide the contact information to you.   

mailto:theresadlowe@gmail.com
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CLC Book Club  
CLC Book Club is taking December off, as we have so many church   

fellowship opportunities planned during the month, not to mention     

holiday events with family and friends, and because our January book is a 

tome!  A thousand pages, but well worth the read, it's Ken Follett's Edge 

of Eternity, which covers the '60s-'80s, encompassing civil rights,           

assassinations, Vietnam, the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis,      

presidential impeachment, revolution and rock and roll!   

 
Edge of Eternity is the finale of Follett's Century Trilogy (Fall of Giants and 

Winter of the World preceded), but you do not have to have read the first 

two to appreciate this book.  The trilogy follows the fortunes of five   

intertwined families--American, German, Russian, English and Welsh--as 

they make their way through the 20th Century.  The book is available 

discounted through Target, Amazon, Barnes & Noble; on Kindle and 

Nook; of course, at libraries and your favorite local book store. 

 
Please join us for a great discussion and a potluck on Tuesday, January 13, at 6 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room at church.  Bring a dish to share and invite a friend.  Read on! 

SCMFO  Turkey Giveaway  
Each year at Holiday Season, SCMFO offers gratitude and apprecia-

tion to Marines based at the north end (San Onofre) of Camp Pend-

leton through a "Turkey and Fix'ins" Giveaway and Christmas "Thank 

a Family" program.  A few large churches collected "fixins", but most 

everything (turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, pies. . .) is purchased by SCM-

FO at the commissary on base with money raised at the annual Oc-

tober Variety Show.  Thank you 

to the 19 of our members who 

purchased tickets to the show and 

to others who ate at Selma's that 

day--you all helped make a great 

Thanksgiving possible for 700 mili-

tary families.  Local Scout troops 

were the best, helping set up, giv-

ing away food and packing 

up.  Go, Scouts!  

ADVENT FOOD DRIVE AT CLC and BEACH CHURCH 
Bring your food to the church office or the Beach Church! 
 
 11/30 - Peanut butter and jelly (no glass jars, please!) 
 12/7   - Rice and beans 
 12/14 - Macaroni & Cheese 
 12/21 - Tuna 
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LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405 

 

December 2014 

From the director... 

La Cristianita Preschool is 

buzzing with excitement – 

the   holiday’s are definitely 

among us!  We have all had 

the opportunity to thank 

God for the many things we 

are Thankful for and now 

we are anxiously awaiting 

the Birth of Christ!  Our 

classrooms have been filled 

with holiday art,  stories, 

games, songs, and so much 

more!  We are working on 

learning many new songs 

for our Christmas Program, 

which will be held Decem-

ber 17 & 18 at 6:30pm in the 

sanctuary.  The talk on cam-

pus is about what surprises 

may await us on Christmas 

morning… 

 So with all of the    

excitement and hype, what 

is the most important part of 

the season?  What should be 

the priority for our children?  

Christmas is about gifts, 

without question.  But the 

meaning  behind the gifts is 

about a   miracle – the gift 

of a child born on Christmas 

Day to share God’s love 

with the world.  So what are 

we teaching our children 

about Christmas?  My   

prayer  is  that   you  helping   

us teach your children that 

Christmas is about giving   

rather than receiving.  

About sharing God’s love 

with the world and living 

the way  Jesus taught us. 

About being forgiven and 

forgiving     others…Not 

about how much we get 

under the tree or stuffed in 

a stocking. 
 Last week I        

delivered all of the       

Operation Christmas Child 

boxes we filled at VBS 

this past summer.  At the 

Thanksgiving feast we      

collected new toys for 

Family Assistance Minis-

tries, and we will be     

collecting food Items for 

them as well throughout 

December. We will be 

talking about how it feels 

to give to others. Our goal 

is to give the children a 

connection with those less 

fortunate than us. 
 My challenge for 

you this Christmas is to be 

your child’s best teacher.  

Take them shopping to 

pick out the gift for some-

one less  fortunate – and 

then talk to them about 

how the  other  person will 

Feel receiving some-

thing so special!        

Remind them as they go 

through the Toys R Us 

catalog using the      

convenient stickers      

provided to mark all of 

the things that they wish 

for, to remember how 

fortunate they are to 

have so much more than 

necessity in their lives.  

Help them to count their 

blessings, to realize the 

difference between    

essentials and  extra’s…

But most importantly, to 

live a Christ filled life 

the way the best   

Christmas Gift ever 

taught us to live! 

 
Have a blessed holiday   

season! 

  

Leigh Ann Downie 
Director 
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Dates to remember: 

December 5 - LCP 

 Closes at 12:30! 
December 17 & 18—Christmas Program      

 6:30pm 
December 22– Jan. 2 —Christmas 

 Break 
December 22, 23 & Jan. 2—Day Care 

available for those FULL DAY 

children signed up                                                                                                                           
December 24 – Jan. 1—LCP CLOSED!!!  

Happy Holiday’s! 

January 5—School Resumes 

Chapel Time… 

Please join us at 11:15am   

On Dec. 2 &  Dec. 10 

 

 Please join us for the La Cristianita 

Preschool 

Christmas Program! 

 
Wednesday,  

December 17, 2014 
All Monday, Wednesday, Friday  and  

Rooms 1, 2, & 3 Mon.- Fri. children   
6:30p.m. 

OR 
Thursday, 

December 18, 2014 
All Tuesday/Thursday children  

and Rooms 4, 5, & 6 Mon. – Fri. children 
6:30p.m. 

 
Please wear holiday clothing and bring grandpar-

ents, family, and friends to share with us as we  
celebrate the birth of Christ! 

 
Please have children arrive to their classroom 15 

minutes before their performance time. 

Advent Food Drive for 

F.A.M. 

Throughout December we will be 

collecting food for Family Assis-

tance Ministries...Each week, 

please bring the following: 

Dec. 1—Peanut Butter & Jelly in 

plastic jars only please!             

No Glass! 

Dec. 8—Rice & Beans 

Dec. 15—Macaroni & Cheese 

Dec. 22—Tuna 

 

December will be a very busy month for 

us!  We will be practicing daily for our 

Christmas program and learning all 

about the birth of Jesus!  We will     

even have a special birthday snack for 

him!  We will be talking about giving, 

rather than receiving and thinking of 

things we can do for others this     

holiday season.  We will be making gifts 

for our families and will be using lots of 

red and green in our artwork. Please try 

to make time to come take a look at our 

hard work!  

In Our Classroom... 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

…Christ Lutheran Church, our congregation and 

the calling of a Pastor;  

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool; 

…Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;  

…Those battling health issues for strength and 

healing;                                                                                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families.                           

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now 

you can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 

through our website and Facebook pages.   

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT 

SERVICES 

 

In the Sanctuary 

Dec. 24, 5 & 10 p.m. 

WHAT IS ON OUR TREE? 
When our tree goes up on the 7th, you 

will notice it is covered with beautiful, 

handmade ornaments. What are they? 

 

Chrismons are Christmas decorations 

with Christian symbols on them. They 

help Christians to remember that 

Christmas is the celebration of Jesus's 

birthday. They are often used on   

Christmas Trees in Churches and    

Christians’ homes. 

 

They were first made by Frances Kipps 

Spencer at the Ascension Lutheran 

Church in Danville, Virginia, USA. She 

also thought of the word, Chrismon, 

which is a combination of Christ and 

monogram (meaning symbol). The idea 

quickly spread to other churches. It is 

traditional that Christian groups can 

make their own Chrismons with their 

favorite symbols on. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

