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Several of you commented on my 
Mark 13 sermon from November 
15. This was the gospel lesson 
where Jesus was predicting the 
destruction of the    temple, telling 
His disciples no stone would be left 
on top of another, there would be 
wars and rumors of wars,         
earthquakes and famine. You             
remember that one, don’t you? 
What some of you said you        
appreciated was instead of my 
focusing on the end of the world, I 
talked about Jesus’ last words of 
that passage, “This will be the    
beginning of the birth pangs.” 

We wondered together about 
what new things God might birth 
in our lives. We were focused on 
the ministry of our church, still 
aglow from our 50th Anniversary 
celebration the week    before. 
But we realized when things look 
bad, it may not signal the end; it 
may be ushering in a beginning. 

Advent is now upon us. This is the   
annual season for the church to     
wonder what beginnings are     
being ushered in. Each year we 
wait again for the Christ child to 
be born. Each year we long for 
good news. Each year we wait in 
the semi-darkness for a bright light 
to shine forth.  

Sometimes I think this is foolish.       
Seriously? We have to pretend 
again that Jesus hasn’t come yet? 
We meet with Mary and Elizabeth 
every year as they marvel again 
at their miraculous pregnancies. 
Soon we’ll see shepherds and wise 
men searching again for a   baby. 

 Soon we too seek the star to 
lead us, once again, to the   
Messiah. 

The reason we search anew 
each church year is because this 
searching matches our personal 
experience. Each of us is    
searching for something. I have 
yet to meet someone who says, 
“Well, I’ve found everything I 
need. I know the meaning of life 
and have no desires yet unfilled.” 
We ache for satisfaction. We 
long to be filled. Even those of us 
who are extraordinarily blessed 
always feel like something is   
missing.  

And so we wait anew for the 
Savior of the world. We long for 
peace. We cry out in the       
darkness. This Advent, we’ll focus 
on these “births”: spiritual, physi-
cal, emotional. God is doing a 
new thing. 

Isaiah 43:18,19 & 21 tells us the 
wait is worth it. God tells us: “Do 
not remember the former things, 
or consider the things of old. I am 
about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not          
perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and  rivers in the 
desert…the people whom I 
formed for myself… might        
declare my praise.” 

It is my prayer that you will find  
yourself declaring your praise for 
God in new ways this Advent. 
Join us in the waiting and the 
hoping and the praising. 

-Pastor Brenda 
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Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 a.m. & 6 p.m.  

   

Centering Prayer 

On hiatus until spring. 

 

December 1 

Book Club 

Fireside Room -  6 p.m. 

 

December 2 & 16 

Advent Lunch 

Peking Dragon  

12 pm 

Mary’s Feast - 6:30 p.m. 

 

December 8 

WELCA Bible Study 

Donna Running’s 1 p.m. 

 

December 9 

Advent Dinner 

Harpoon Henry’s 

6 p.m. 

 

December 13 

QRS 

Sanctuary -  12 p.m. 

 

December 16 

Council Meeting 

The Franz’s 5 p.m. 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Sanctuary 5 & 10 p.m. 

 

December 25–         

January 4 

Office Closed 

Almighty God by the power of your Holy Spirit open our eyes, ears, hearts, and very lives 

to your presence so that today we may worship and serve you in faithfulness and be a 

blessing and healing reminders of your love to all whose lives we touch. Amen. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Council Corner 

 Council wishes all our members and friends a meaningful Advent season and 
Merry Christmas!  Thank you to all who supported our Operation Christmas Child    
shoebox giving in late November—a great way to start our holidays, by giving to     
children in need throughout the world.  We look forward to members participating in 
Advent events during December, as we move toward celebrating the birth of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 
We also are grateful to all who helped with our 50th              
Anniversary celebration on November 8, especially Pastor 
Tim Phillips from the Synod Office and Pastor Margaret and 
Rufus!  We were so happy to see many former members in 
our midst that day and we loved seeing Pastor Brenda 
bless many lovable dogs from the neighborhood!   
 
Council is actively “recruiting” new members for 2016 (3-
year terms) and so far Kirk Goodfellow has said yes.  Bless 
you, Kirk.  Please prayerfully consider joining Council (it’s 
really fun with Pastor Brenda!) and a special way to serve. 
 

Among the actions taken by your Church Council in November:  Reviewing a draft 
2016   budget (final to be presented to the congregation for a vote at our Annual 
Congregational Meeting on January 31, 2016), planning for the January 31, 2016      
Annual Congregational Meeting, making plans for protecting our church property 
from El Nino flooding (sand bags, etc.), firming up Advent/Christmas worship plans,   
including plans to put up our Christmas tree on Dec. 12—come and help!! 
  
We’ve had ads in the SC and DP Times last month and this,        
encouraging our neighbors to visit.  Thank you to all who 
have   contributed monetarily and with your talents to our  
advertising campaign.  These ads are making a difference!!!   
 
Council is especially grateful, as we are the fiscal leaders of 
CLC, for all of you who turned in your pledge forms by the 
end of November and have made “Booster Shot”              
contributions.  Pledges help us with our budget planning for 
the next fiscal year and your commitments are crucial.  If you 
haven’t pledged yet, it’s not too late!  Simply drop a check 
and/or note in the offering basket in the next few weeks.  But 
giving comes in many ways beyond money!  Give how you 
can—with your time or talents—and God will bless you!  
Thanks for anything and everything you do for Christ Lutheran/
Beach Church San Clemente.  
 
Council will meet next on Wednesday, Dec. 16, 5 p.m., at the home of Judy & Norman 
Franz, 3321 Calle la Veta, San Clemente 92672.  Council will have a short business/
holiday gathering prior to La Cristianita’s Christmas program at the church.  Council is 
always interested in your input, ideas and suggestions and meetings are open to all.  
Please feel free to contact any Council member via phone or email (info in the church 
directory, available at each service or by calling the church office).  In addition to  
Pastor Brenda, Council members are Shay Arnett, Betty Buck, Judy Franz, Pat Gilliam, 
Laura Pephens and Donna Vidrine. 

Pastor Tim, Pastor Brenda and Judy Franz  

Betty Buck, Pat Gilliam and Judy Franz 

are all business at the council meeting 

this Halloween.  



December 2015 

 

 

  
Christ Lutheran Church Page 3 

Operation Christmas Child 

CLC Book Club 

We read at Christ Lutheran!  And we talk about what we 
read!  On Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 6 p.m. we are meeting to   
discuss Mrs. Grant and Madame Jule by Jennifer          
Chiaverini.  On Thursday, January 14, at 6 
p.m., we will meet to discuss Annaliese from 
Off by Lindy Keane Carter, friend of our   
fellow church member Dellita Kobold!  The 
author will be with us to lead our discussion 
and sign our books—a not-to-miss event!!  
Each book club meeting includes a potluck 
(bring anything you have handy!), but 
there is no requirement to have read the 
book.  Those of us who have are happy to 
share the plot and characters with you.  
Read on! 

All women are invited to our light luncheon and Advent    

Bible Study, from the December Gather magazine, to help 

us celebrate and prepare for the coming of Jesus.  During 

these devotions join us in opening the gift of imagining.  In 

the words of the author, “Let’s journey with Mary, not    

merely to recount the story but to enter it.  Let’s feel and 

touch our way to saying yes to participating in bringing the 

savior Jesus to a world in need.” 
 

WELCA Bible Study, December 8, 2014 at 1:00 PM at Donna Running’s 
home, 118 Mira Adelante, SC.  Please RSVP by Friday, December 4th, 
to Betty Buck at edbmeb@cox.net or by calling 493-6179. 

What in the world of WELCA? 

We collected close to 40 shoe boxes 
filled with much needed and desired 
personal, art, school, fun, hygiene, 
happy-making items as part of         
Operation Christmas Child this year.  
T h a n k  y o u ,  e v e r y o n e ,  w h o                 
participated, from La Cristianita       
Preschool, 10:30 service and Beach 
Church.  And thank you, Pastor       
Brenda, for blessing the boxes at both 
services.   



December 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 4 Christ Lutheran Church 

Celebrating 50 Years of Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastors Tim, Margaret and Brenda (L-R) entering 

the sanctuary as Kayli looks on. Cathy B. reads from the scriptures. 

Everyone blesses the beautiful 50th anniversary 

banner. 

Pastor Brenda delivering our anniversary     

message. 

Pastor Margaret and Rufus teach the kids about 

what the candles on the altar mean. 
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 

This is a recurring series about CLC members and friends who volunteer in the community, taking Christ’s 
great commission to “love one another” beyond the beach and our church or preschool walls.  Do you know 
volunteers who should be featured?  Let Pastor Brenda know, so we can highlight them here. 
 
Amazed at the blue tulle decor centered by a beautiful wreath perched on a high beam in the center 
of the sanctuary (thank you, the fearless Brenden Condet!) during Advent last year?  That was the 
imaginative design and gift of 16-year church member Mary Monasmith, who prefers to stay in the 
background and claims she is not in the least bit interesting.  Wrong!   
 
Mary and her partner of 34 years, Allen Kirschbaum, not 
only operate Saddleback Realty and Mortgage together, 
specializing in commercial leasing, but they have combined 
families in a unique way.  Mary’s four grown children live in 
Anchorage, Alaska; Sacramento, CA; Krum (really?), Texas 
and Salt Lake City, Utah.  Allen’s two grown children live in 
Los Angeles and Salt Lake City.  Hmmm. . . Salt Lake City, 
both of them?  Yes, Mary’s daughter married Allen’s son!  
Now that’s a great story!   
 
Mary says she leaves home only for work and church 
(“That’s where all my friends are!”), but thankfully her    
volunteer efforts go far beyond that.  She stitches for 
“Quilts for Kids,” www.quiltsforkids.org) a nonprofit that 
provides quilts for children in hospitals or in other stressful 
situations. 
 
She has made beautiful quilts for the silent auction at the last three La Cristianita Preschool       
fundraisers.  Allen bought the last one, as he loved seeing it in their home--way to support the 
cause!  She has been an artistic face painter at many CLC/LCP events.  And she was part of the   
wonderful group of CLC crafters/sewers who created our 50th Anniversary banner, dedicated on    
Nov. 8. She also served on the Church Council as Treasurer for 2 years.     
 

In the recent past, Mary has been involved not only with CLC’s   
mission with San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO), but 
volunteered with MOM, Military Outreach Ministry (momforusa.org) 
on the base at Camp Pendleton, helping with inventory at their 
warehouse and handing out groceries, baby items and more at 
weekly events.  Her involvement was spurred by her sons’ military 
service.  When we provided breakfast for Marines a few years ago, 
she baked many, many egg dishes for us to serve them!  Most      
recently, Mary has contributed to SCMFO events in myriad ways, 
including providing teapots for the military wives’ tea this past May, 
and giving grocery gift cards as door prizes for the last three military 
wives’ baby showers and teas.   
 

In October, besides making that Allen-bought quilt, Mary helped at the preschool’s book fair, and on 
the occasion of Christ Lutheran’s 50th Anniversary Celebration, she prepared bagged treats for all 
the dogs (and their cat siblings at home) who were brought by neighbors and friends to be blessed 
by Pastor Brenda!  She is part of every celebration we have here at church and is a blessing to us all.   

Mary (center) with church friends on Nov. 8. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

FAM  Outreach Opportunites 

 Annual Children’s Christmas Party. 500 children and their parents attend 
each year. For many of the children, the shoes and toys they choose at the 
party will be the only gifts they receive this year. Please bring in an              
unwrapped toy from infancy-12 years old, or gift cards for teenagers. You 
can drop them off at the church office or directly at FAM. 

 Christmas Adopt a Family. Just drop by FAM and choose your family from 
the book. Then purchase the toys on the children’s wish list and deliver them 
directly to their home. For the homeless children, we will arrange for you to 
meet them at the FAM office. 

 

Mary’s Feast 
This is an event hosted by 

St. Andrew's By-the-Sea 

Methodist Church, which 

provides office space for 

S.C. Military Family Out-

reach, to help gather 

items for the SCMFO   

baby shower in Janu-

ary.  It’s a lovely evening, 

this year on Dec. 2, 6:30 

p.m., at Bella Colina Golf 

Club.  Buffet dinner, music 

by the San Clemente High 

School choir, opportunity 

to connect with people 
from many churches in 

San Clemente and cele-

brate the beginning of Ad-

vent together.  Everyone 

is asked to bring baby 

items (outfits, receiving 

blankets, bath sets, toys, 

strollers, high chairs, car-

seats, baby care items, an-

ything you think a new 

mother and baby will need 

and love).  All of these will 

be used to make layettes 

for the baby shower.  We 

hope to share a table with 

Our Savior’s Lutheran this 

y ea r .  T i c ke t s  a r e 

$50. Please contact Judy 

Franz at 949-493-3826 or 

junofranz@aol.com. 

 

mailto:junofranz@aol.com
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 
 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 
 

949. 496. 1405 
 

Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, December 2 & 16-  
Advent Lunch 12 p.m.  
Meet at Peking Dragon 
 
Wednesday, December 9- 
Advent Dinner 6 p.m. 
Meet at Harpoon Henry’s 
 
Sunday, December 13 
QRS– Quiet Reflection Sanctuary 
Church Sanctuary 12 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, December 16- 
Advent Dinner 5:30 p.m. 
 
Wed and Thurs, December 16 & 17- 
LCP Christmas Program 6:30 
 
Tuesday, December 22 
Longest Night at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
 
Thursday, December 24th- 
Christmas Eve Services 5 & 10 p.m. 
 
 

Save The Date! 

Weekly Bible Studies and Worship 
(Please feel free to drop in any time - 

newcomers always welcome) 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

10-11 am in the Fireside Room 

A deeper look at the Bible passages 

featured the following Sunday. All 

levels of knowledge welcome. 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study 

6-7 p.m. in the Fireside Room 

Spirited discussion on the Gospel of 

Mark. No Biblical experience      

necessary! 
Wednesday Morning Centering 

Prayer 

On hiatus until spring! 

End of Year Donations 
Every year, the Christmas season becomes 

busier & busier. Soon the days of ‘Peace on 

Earth’ will give way to ‘Tax Season.’ Here are a 

few reminders before December 31st rolls 

around. 

All monetary contributions for 2015 must be 

received on or be postmarked by December 

31, 2015 to be included on your 2015 tax  

statement. 

Any contributions postmarked January 1, 2016 

or later will be added to your 2016 giving rec-

ord. Example: Your check is dated December 

28, 2015, but is postmarked January 2, 2016; 

that donation will be on your 2016 statement. 

The church office will be closed December 25-

January 4th. Please be sure your donations are 

to the church office prior to that date or post-

marked by December 31.   

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

