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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 
The following is the text of my 2015            

Congregational Meeting report: 

 
 First of all, I want to tell you how happy 

I am in this call. Some of you have worried the    
commute is too far, or that I’m really wishing I 

had a full-time call somewhere. These factors 
are fine at this point in my life, and in the life of 

my family. I love arriving in San Clemente. My 
part-time status works well for me. I love this 

church, and I love the way I am allowed to    

pastor this congregation and our preschoolers.  
 Secondly, I acknowledge our budget 

deficit may seem daunting. It is not scaring me 
away. I am not about to look for another job, 

just in case this doesn’t work out. I am excited 
about our plans for the future, and would very 

much like to “stick this out” and see where God 

takes us. 
 There are a few things I’d like to say to 
this congregation. I have said some of them to a 

few of you privately, I have mentioned a few in 
sermons, I’d like to say them again here and 

now. 
 First, this congregation has suffered a 
lot of disappointment in the past six years, possi-

bly even further back than that. We have        
acknowledged that pain a few times in worship 

services, thanking God for getting us through, 
but I want to say again we have been through 

difficult times. You believed you were moving 
forward in positive ways, only to be let down. I 

am hopeful you will not be disappointed again. 

But I would like to pray for us to notice the  

tender places, even still, the doubt or fear you 
may not have noticed before. These are normal, 

not to be discounted. They shape how we     
operate now and they will shape how we move 

forward.  
 Second, there are former leaders in this           

congregation who are still a bit shell-shocked 
from their years of service. I think I have      

identified most of you. There’s a certain look of 
panic which comes over you when I ask you to 

serve again. I will continue to honor your season 
of rest and renewal. But you are talented, gifted 

children of God, and I look forward to a time in 

the future when we can find ways for you to 

serve this church which will delight and         
invigorate you. I know that sounds crazy, but 

church work can be a very rewarding            

experience. 
 Third, I love Beach Church. I am 

amazed at what happens there. This is a model 
of evangelism for our synod and for the national 

church. I also love our 10:30 service. There is a 

spiritual element of that service which grounds 

this entire ministry. I do not want to change  

either of those services. But Beach Church   
cannot be our only identity. Our worship is not 

our work in the world; our sermons are not our 
service. We need to be able to point to some-

thing besides Beach Church when we tell people 

who we are. 
 So, to that end, it’s time to move into 

our 50th year as a congregation. Today, I’d like 
to   introduce several new ways to serve Christ      

Lutheran church and our community. We handed 
you several colored cards when you came to this 

meeting. 
 The green card is entitled “Revenue 

Streams” – we are looking for a few volunteers 

to think creatively about ways to fundraise. This 
might be through events and activities here at 

church, it might be by looking for new renters 
for our sanctuary, it might mean looking for   

outside grants or other revenue streams. If this 
seems interesting to you, sign your name on the 

green card and turn it in. 
 The yellow card is entitled “Hunger and 

Homelessness” – I think Christ Lutheran Church 
is especially comfortable with our homeless   

visitors at Beach Church. Yesterday seven of us 
were part of the count the homeless effort in 

Orange County. That’s over 10% of our      

membership. I’d like to form a task force to   

figure out what we can do for either hunger or 
homelessness in San Clemente, Orange County 

and throughout the world. We don’t need to 
create more direct services, but we need to 

name our unique contribution. If you’re         
interested in providing spiritual care for our 

homeless and addicted friends, picking them up 
to bring them to church, putting together hygiene 

kits or other ideas you might have in this area, 
sign your name on the yellow card and turn it in. 

If you want to energize this church to work more 
closely with FAM or ELCA World Hunger or 

other hunger organizations, sign this card. We 

 
 

 

February Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

February 10 

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room - 1 p.m. 

 

February 13-16 

President’s Day  

Office closed 

 

February 18 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Sanctuary - 7 p.m. 

 

February 19 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room - 2 p.m. 

 

February 23 

Book Club 

Fireside Room - 6 p.m. 

 

February 25 

Lenten Dinner  

Sanctuary - 6:30p.m. 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Church Council Corner 
Annual Meeting  Thank you to all the members who attended our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 25, between services 

(and to Donna Vidrine for bringing doughnuts!).  Council very much appreciated your participation--and in large enough number to meet 

our quorum requirement and be representative of our entire congregation, from both services.  In addition to presenting written reports of 

the year just past, we joined Pastor Brenda in thinking about where the Lord is leading us next and how each of us can be involved in  

charting our course, from hunger and homelessness ministries to 50th Anniversary commemorations, through the thickets of adding new 

revenue streams, while we minister to each other and our community through visitation and prayer.  We were gratified by the initial    

response (more to come).  Our business included electing Pat Gilliam to a one-year term on Council and approving a $193,197 budget.  If 

you could not attend, we will have annual reports available in the Narthex at church and at the beach. 

 
2015 Budget  All members received the proposed budget in advance of the annual meeting and Council was very aware of the concern 

that might be felt about our proposing a deficit budget.  To recap what was discussed at the annual meeting:  We still have $121,000 in 

operating reserves; we plan to reduce our large 2015 deficit by half through increased giving (even modest increases by everyone will go a 

long way), adding new revenue streams (e.g., rental of our facility and special fund-raising appeals) and growing our congregation (let’s start 

inviting friends and neighbors to experience the amazing spirit at CLC!).  Reduction of the deficit in these ways is imperative, as using up 

our reserve is not a viable option.  The budget is very bare bones, with few places to cut; but as the year progresses, Council will be    

mindful of saving wherever possible.  We are confident that, together, we can end 2015 on strong footing, with a positive, sustainable    

outlook for 2016 and beyond.   

 
An important point:  The impression may have been given at the annual meeting that part of the reason for our operating in a deficit was 

due to not having budgeted for a new pastor in 2014.  This is incorrect.  The 2014 CLC budget included 6 months with our interim pastor 

and 6 months with a new pastor with a 70% call at $4,000/month, plus pension, retirement, medical & other insurance benefits.  Our new 

pastor’s salary, housing and benefits were more than budgeted, but just about $9,000 more for the six months ($1500/month), for an 80% 

call.  We are grateful to the 2013 leadership for making sure we had these items covered in the budget.  Increases in Synod & ELCA     

requirements for salaries & benefits were beyond their control.  Budgeting is an art, as much as a science.  We bless our church treasurers, 

past and present. 

 
Church Sign  If you attended the annual meeting, you saw the finished new church and preschool monument sign 

on Camino Capistrano.  We are relieved to have this project almost behind us (our contractor still needs to get 

the city to inspect it and sign off).  As you’ve read or heard in the past few months, the sign revamp (required   

because the sign erected in 2010 was done without a permit and ran afoul of city ordinances) cost a lot more than 

the $2500 budgeted for 2014 (like $4,000 more, using the best lowest bidders—Starfish Signs in San Clemente did 

the letters).  So at the annual meeting we were like Wheel of Fortune asking people to buy vowels (and            

consonants)!  Thank you to the ten families who pledged $650 at the meeting!  Still plenty of opportunities to 

help.  Contact Judy (junofranz@aol.com), Pastor Brenda or Debby in the church office if you’d like to sponsor a 

letter and help defray this required cost.  Plenty of letters left!  Do we hear an H?!  (La Cristianita Preschool is 

paying for their name on both sides of the sign.) 

 
February Council Meeting  Church Council will meet this month on Thursday, Feb. 19, at 2 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  We changed 

our meeting because it conflicted with Ash Wednesday service and we all want to be there!  Our meeting minutes are posted in the     

Narthex and on-line, so you can stay informed about Council actions.  All are welcome to attend our meetings and we are happy to get 

your ideas, questions, suggestions any time!  We’re all in the church directory.  If you need a copy of the directory, contact Debby in the 

church office.   

 

Thank you for your support as we do God’s administrative work on your behalf here at CLC, 
Judy Franz, President; Betty Buck, Vice President; Shay Arnett, Secretary; Laura Pephens, Treasurer; Pat Gilliam, Property 

Chair; Donna Vidrine and Pastor Brenda Bos 

can make a difference. 
 The pink card is entitled “Visitation and Prayer”. When I took this call, one of the requests was that we start a 

visitation team to visit our sick and shut-ins when I am out of town. We are ready to put that in place. However, I also 

want to deepen the prayer life of our church. If you’re interested in praying in services, either writing prayers or being a 

prayer partner during services, which means you would be available during communion to pray with people, please sign 

the pink card. Even if this seems scary but interesting, sign the card. Training and encouragement will be provided. Your 

life will be changed. 
 The red card is entitled “50th Anniversary Commemorations” – if you’re interested in finding significant ways to 

celebrate this milestone, through events, activities, a special project, sign this card. 
 And the final card is white – it’s blank. If you’ve got some ideas, or comments, or prayer requests, or you’d like a 

meeting, sign that card.  These cards will be available at services for the next few weeks. 
 We have a story to tell to the nations, of a God who loves us and protects us and stays with us, through thick and 

through thin. We need to find ways to keep this ministry financial viable, but we also need to grow spiritually and learn to 

show our love more intentionally in community. I believe the 50th year of this congregation can be one of its best, with 

God’s grace and providence. God bless us all.    -Pastor Brenda Bos 

mailto:junofranz@aol.com
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What in the world of WELCA? 
WELCA will be meeting at Donna Running’s home on Tuesday, February 10. Please contact  
Betty Buck for more information at (949) 493-6179. 

CLC Book Club  
CLC Book Club’s next good read is The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan. It is 

the incredible story of the young women of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, who           

unwittingly played a crucial role in one of the most significant moments in U.S.   

history. This is a beautiful told, deeply researched story that unfolds in a           

suspenseful and exciting way, making history and science fresh and vibrant.   

 
Please join us for a great discussion and a potluck on Monday, Feb. 23rd, at 6 p.m. 

in the Fireside Room at church. Bring a dish to share and invite a friend.   

Why Water is Sacred 
An Ecumenical Conference on Climate Change 
- Santa Barbara, CA Feb. 22-24 
 
 There is no issue more urgent than global 
warming and climate disruption say Larry Rasmussen 
and David Griffin, two of the nation’s most articulate 
environmentalists and theologians. Both agree that 
water is second to none in importance for society to 
understand and protect. Both will address the       
conference in beautiful Santa Barbara Feb. 22-24.   
Other presenters include: Cynthia Moe-Lobeda of  
Seattle University, author of Resisting Structural Evil, 
Love as Ecological Economic Vocation and Ched    
Myers, author of Binding the Strong Man. 
 David Griffin from School of Theology in 
Claremont, CA says in his recent book, Unprecedent-
ed: Will Civilization Survive the CO2 Crisis? that it is not 
just an environmental issue, it is a survival issue.    
Rasmussen says we need courage to be relentlessly 
honest about the human causes of earth’s degradation, 
and courage to undertake a compassionate retreat 
from those causes. 
 These and other climate change issues will be        
addressed at the two-day conference called: “Why 
Water Is Sacred” to be held at Casa de Maria in Santa 
Barbara from 4:30 p.m. Feb. 22 to noon on Feb. 24. 
Concerned citizens and environmentalists from 
around the country will be attending and leading 
breakout sessions. Registration for two nights lodging 
and 5 meals plus program costs is $290. See web page 
www.couragetothinkdifferently.com “Why Water Is      
Sacred” or contact George Johnson at georgesjohn-
son@gmail.com. 949-380-0044.  No deadline.  

READ ACROSS AMERICA 
What: A way to celebrate reading with    

students on Dr. Seuss’s birthday (1904-1991). 

When: March 2, 2015 8:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Where: Lowell Elementary School, 700 

Flower St., Santa Ana 92703 

  -There will be a continental breakfast. 

  -Bring a book or use one that is there. 
RSVP by Friday, Feb. 20th: Judie Thomp-

son (949) 683-1908 okiluma@aol.com 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

Family Assistance Ministries  

San Clemente Military Family Outreach 

From FAM’s December newsletter: 
FAM has been offered the opportunity to regularly receive significantly more frozen food for the 

hungry. To accept, FAM must find a large, walk-in freezer. But first, one of FAM’s two-door       

commercial freezers recently broke beyond repair. We will need to replace it at a cost of about 

$4,000, and is a critical need.  
 During the last 12 months you assisted 48,011 clients through FAM’s programs. Every one     

receives personal case management and counseling from FAM’s experienced and compassionate 

staff. 
 FAM redistributed 783,603 pounds of nourishing groceries to feed growing kids and hungry 

adults. That’s an average of 65,300 pounds of food each month and a total of $1.3 million 

worth of food. 
 Your partnership provided $53,464 in rental assistance paid directly to landlords to help clients 

avoid eviction and become homeless. 
 Your compassion helped families pay $24,335 in utility bills, keeping the lights and heat on    

during these long, cold, winter nights. 
 Together we’ve provided $23,060 in transportation via gas and bus vouchers and car repairs so 

they can get to work, doctor appointments and support their families. 
 With your help homeless people were brought out of the cold, their cars or other places not 

meant for human habitation. $9,583 was paid in motel vouchers. 
 You have helped rescue 75 women and children from homelessness for by providing a safe, living 

space, life skills classes and food at Gilchrist House, FAM’s transitional housing program. 
 Seniors were provided critically needed assistance in the form of rent, utility, transportation, 

medical, prescription, and food to help them survive during these challenging times. FAM's    

programs provided over $42,000 plus nutritious food and practical personal care items to our 

local seniors! 
There are many ways you can make a difference in someone’s life. As temperatures fall this winter, 

you could give a family hope through temporary rental assistance. Most need just a little extra help 

to avoid eviction. The average amount given is about $250. And remember this please: the folks who 

come to FAM—by far the vast majority—don’t want to become dependent. They’re not looking for 

permanent assistance. They just need a “hand up” to get them through a rough time 

 

Babies on the Way! Imagine being far away from family and old friends when one of your life’s major events 

happens—the birth of your baby!  And for military wives that picture can also include your husband being     

deployed—or you’re the one in the military and your husband is deployed. Not the best scenario. 

 Happily, CLC was involved in making sure 27 military moms

-to-be felt just like they were home on Saturday, Jan. 31, at a baby 

shower hosted by San Clemente Military Family Outreach, complete 

with games, prizes, balloons, stuffed animals, good food, laughter, 

and lots of wonderful gifts—just like home!  Many of the gifts were 

donated by attendees at Mary’s Feast, an Advent event held by the 

two Methodist churches in San Clemente and attended by 200-plus 

women from many churches in the area, including ours!   

 Judy Franz, our church liaison to SCMFO, thanks Wendy 

Thurn, Judie Thompson, Nancy Pohlot, Lois Faist, Tresia Thornton 

and Kathie Smith for their special contributions this year.  Jazmin with her layette (diapers, clothes, etc., 
wrapped in a cozy blanket)   
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Counting The Homeless- The Point In Time Count 
Few of us have seen San Clemente at 4:30 in the morning, but 

on Saturday, January 24, 2015 over two hundred volunteers met 

at FAM at that hour to count the homeless in south Orange 

County. Kirk Goodfellow led other members of Christ Lutheran 

to sign up, including 

Brenda Brashears, our 

secretary Debby Boka, 

Tom Whitman, Marc 

Portillo and Pastor    

Brenda.  Marc wasn’t able 

to attend due to family 

business, but the rest of 

the group gathered at “0 

dark thirty” to take their field assignments, Debby going to San 

Juan Capistrano, the rest of the team walking the neighborhood 
near church, including the shopping centers and the hospital. They 

had been trained to look for homeless people sleeping on the 

street, in bushes, in cars, in RVs. There were homeless guides for each team, to point out favorite      

locations and warn against dangerous areas. The teams were not to wake anyone, but if someone was 

awake and willing to talk, there was a brief  interview to conduct, asking 

where the person had slept last night, how often in the past twelve 

months , if they received any government services, if they were a veteran or 

a former foster youth. Once a count is completed, government funds will 

be allocated to each area as the need warrants.  
 “This really made me want to get more 

involved with FAM,” Brenda Brashears reported. 

Tom Whitman agreed, “We hoped we could do 

some good today and I believe we did.” The groups were impressed with their 

homeless guides, “Our guy was very articulate,” Kirk Goodfellow said, “He re-

minded us that homeless people are not what we expect.” Debby Boka added 

her appreciation, “I was amazed at how diverse the volunteers were, and how 

many. I think more people would enjoy doing this.” 
 As the team was leaving FAM to go out on a second route, a homeless 

woman sitting in the FAM parking lot 

called out, “You guys wouldn’t hap-

pen to have a spare backpack, would 

you?” Brenda Brashears took off her 

pack and gave it to the woman, still 

filled with snacks and water. She had 

intentionally brought a pack she 

could give away, just in case someone needed it. It was a ter-

rific lesson: be prepared to be generous. 

 
 Our congregation will be joining the monthly 

food giveaway at FAM on Saturday, March 14. Watch 

our bulletins for more details! 

Brenda Brashears and Tom Whitman follow OC 

sheriff deputy J. Bull through a service yard 

Kirk Goodfellow, Brenda Brashears and Tom 

Whitman wait to see where they will be sent. 

Brenda Brashears, Tom Whitman and Pastor Brenda 

Pastor Brenda interviews one 

of the homeless. 
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Upcoming for Lent 
Services 
Wednesday, Feb 18 Ash Wednesday service in the Sanctuary at 7p.m. 

Friday, April 3 Good Friday service 7p.m. 

Sunday, April 5  Easter Services at 6, 8 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 
February 25 Lenten Dinner in Sanctuary at 6:30p.m. 

March 4 Lenten Dinner in Sanctuary at 6:30p.m. 

March 11 Lenten Dinner in Sanctuary at 6:30p.m. 

March 18 Lenten Dinner in Sanctuary at 6:30p.m. 

March 25 Lenten Dinner in Sanctuary at 6:30p.m. 
 

Serving the Community 
February 22-24 Why Water is Sacred Seminar (see newsletter). 

Sunday, March 1  Beach Cleanup Day on North Beach 
Monday, March 2  Read Across America in Santa Ana (see Judie Thompson   

 for details). 

Tuesday, March 3  Family First fundraiser for LCP 

Saturday, March 14  Food Giveaway at F.A.M. 

Tuesday, March 17  Blood Drive at Christ Lutheran 
  Hospice Volunteer Training - Mission Hospital 

Saturday, March 21  Spring Cleaning Day for CLC and LCP 

 

Lenten Service Projects 
Many people believe we need to “give something up” for Lent. In the Lutheran tradition, we 
often “add something” in Lent, including acts of service or spiritual practice. Christ Lutheran 
Church will be  engaged in several service projects during Lent (starting February through the 
first week of April). Would you like to clean up the beach? Support La Cristianita Preschool? 
Volunteer at F.A.M.? Join a prayer team in worship service? Watch for many  opportunities to 
live out your faith during the first part of 2015! 
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La Cristianita Preschool 
February 2015 News 

35522 Camino Capistrano  

San Clemente, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405—Preschool (949) 496-2621 

From the director… 

February is a month about love. How do we show children love?  What kinds of examples do we set 
for them about love? As parents, we are our children’s first teacher!  I love this one!!  It’s some-
thing we as parents and educators need to remember…always!!! 

Children Learn What They Live 

If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. 

If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. 

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. 

If a child learns to feel shame, he learns to feel guilty. 

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. 

If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence. 

If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. 

If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice. 

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith. 

If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. 

          If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world. 

Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly.  Leave the rest to God! 

Leigh Ann Downie 
Director Chapel Time… 

Please join us in the sanctuary. 
February 4, 10, 18 & 24 

In Our Classroom… 

Throughout February we will be talking about love and celebrating Valentine’s Day.  We will be 

learning that there are so many ways to show people we love them - and practicing some of 

those things.  We will also be learning about all of the different jobs people in our community 

have that keep us safe and healthy.  We will be asking some friends to come in and talk to us 

about the jobs they do.  Would you like to share your job or talent with us? If you would, please 

call Leigh Ann at (949) 496-1405. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

…Christ Lutheran Church, our congregation and 

Pastor Brenda;  

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool; 

…Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;  

…Those battling health issues for strength and 

healing;                                                                                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families.                           

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now 

you can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 

through our website and Facebook pages.   

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

LENT IS COMING 
 

Don’t just give up… 
Give in. 

Follow Christ where he leads! 

More info on page 8. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

