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Dear ones, 

Our February newsletter was      
delayed so we could report on 
our Annual Congregational     
Meeting. I am so grateful for your 
attendance at the meeting. We 
had thoughtful discussions and a 
strong sense of mission. God is 
clearly moving among us. It was 
an exciting time to be together!  

I want to reiterate my goals for the 
year. I talked a bit about our      
finances, and how I didn’t want 
our deficit budget to be our     
identity. Our members and friends 
give generously, but we still do not    
operate “in the black.” Thankfully, 
we have reserve funds to meet 
our financial obligations.  We are 
also reducing our deficit every 
year. We gratefully heard the 
Treasurer’s report that income was 
$20,000 above budget, and       
expenses were $14,000 below 
budget in 2015. So we have      
positive things to say about our  
finances, and cannot let the  
shortfall define us. 

I talked about strengthening our 
ministry partnerships. We’re      
hosting neighborhood watch 
meetings and San Clemente      
Domestic Violence Task Force 
meetings. We’re joining with St. 
Clement’s-by-the-Sea for a series 
of educational evenings during 
Lent. We’re continuing our       
par tner sh ip w i th  Her i tage           
Fellowship for homeless lunch 
feedings. We’re stronger when we 
work with other organizations. We 
don’t need to reinvent the wheel, 
and we don’t need to duplicate 
efforts. Partnering with other       

organizations also shows a certain 
maturity and confidence. We do 
not need to get bogged down in 
competition or comparison. We 
can simply serve God and our 
neighbor. 

We’l l  also strengthen our          
l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e                  
congregation. This does not mean 
we will all become teachers and 
council members. It means we’ll 
continue to celebrate the gifts 
each of us have. We’ll find places 
for you to connect with each    
other and with ministries you care 
about. If you remember the       
sermon based on I Corinthians 13, 
we all have ways to love, all   
beautiful and important and 
unique. Our goal in 2016 is to   
continue to celebrate the       
wonderful ways God has created 
you to engage the world.  

And we’ll continue to deepen our 
spiritual lives. Our Bible Studies, 
QRS and Centering Prayer 
(returning soon!) are available to 
teach and inspire. Deeper       
connection to Scripture and    
prayer is what make churches 
thrive. A simple concept, but one 
anxious churches often lose sight 
of.  

I want to thank you for passing our 
mission statement. I appreciated 
the thoughtful conversation 
around it and am excited to 
name specific welcome. It moved 
me more than I expected.  It may 
feel like a bit of risk for some of us 
(even me!), which makes me 
know we are moving in the right 
direction. God is present with us as 
we move toward new things. 

-Pastor Brenda 
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Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 a.m. & 6 p.m.  

   

Every Monday in Lent 

4 Types of Christian  

Spirituality 

Sanctuary or  

St. Clements 7-8:30 p.m. 

 

February 9  

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room 1 p.m. 

 

February 10 

Ash Wednesday Svcs 

Sanctuary 12 & 7 p.m. 

 

February 16 

Book Club 

Fireside Room -  6 p.m. 

 

February 24 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room -         

5:30 p.m. 
 

February 28 

QRS 

Sanctuary - 12 p.m. 

 

 
Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

Almighty God by the power of your Holy Spirit open our eyes, ears, hearts, and very lives 

to your presence so that today we may worship and serve you in faithfulness and be a 

blessing and healing reminders of your love to all whose lives we touch. Amen. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Council Corner 

As last year’s Church Council ends its tenure and the newly constituted 
Council prepares for its first meeting this month, we are pleased as punch 
that the vote at our Annual Meeting went smoother than the Iowa       
caucuses and that we got another nominee from the floor!  Thank you to 
Jane Porphir for joining the Nominating Committee candidates, Ken      
Gilliland and Kirk Goodfellow, on the ballot, each to serve a two-year 
term, with an option for a third (in line with the CLC Constitutional     
amendment adopted on Jan. 31)!  All three were elected by                  
acclamation and will join continuing members Shay Arnett, Laura          
Pephens, Donna Vidrine and Pastor Brenda in providing general oversight 
of the life and activities of the congregation.  Bless you all. 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Annual Meeting--we went well beyond 
our quorum requirement of 20, had good discussions around our new    
mission statement and Reconciling in Christ, the church budget for 2016 
(our deficit is shrinking thanks to generous giving, careful spending and 
the grace of God), and approved another Constitutional amendment to 
give Associate Members the right to vote and serve on CLC task forces 
and committees. 
 
One line item in the 2016 budget that Treasurer Laura Pephens drew       
attention to at the Annual Meeting was advertising.  Council has       
budgeted $1800 for this purpose this year, with another $1300 available in 
Dedicated Monies in a special advertising fund.  We look forward to the 
continuing involvement of Dellita and Mike Kobold in helping guide our 
advertising and marketing efforts.  They were instrumental in getting our 
story told in the SC Times last year, in addition to helping plan and          
execute our ad campaign.  Thank you, Kobolds! 
 
If you were unable to attend the Annual Meeting, there are Annual       
Reports available at church.  Please pick one up and read the recaps 
from 2015, especially Pastor Brenda’s report.  As always, Council members 
are available to answer questions and hear suggestions and encourage 
all to get involved in the Lord’s work here at CLC.  Phone numbers and 
email addresses are listed in the church directory. 
 
2016 Church Council  Pastor Brenda, Shay Arnett, Ken Gilliland,                
Kirk  Goodfellow, Laura Pephens, Jane Porphir and Donna Vidrine 
 
Betty Buck, Judy Franz and Pat Gilliam have left the building. . .er, will now 
be serving in other capacities having fulfilled their terms.  Thanks for the 
memories! 
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CLC Book Club 
Our January Book Club meeting was very special, 
as we had the author of “Annaliese from Off” with 
us to lead our discussion!  Lindy Keane Carter is a 
dear friend of our fellow church member Dellita 
Kobold and she made a special trip to the West 
Coast to be with our book club and Dellita’s book 
club in Dana Point.  The book is a fascinating read, 
combining so many turn of the last century  (and 
current) issues, including women’s rights, the future 
of America’s forestlands, mental illness, trust and 
love and forgiveness.  We had a great discussion.  
Here’s a photo of Lindy Carter signing Judy Franz’s 
book after the meeting.  We encourage all to get 
the book on Amazon. 

For February, we are reading “The Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah.  In this   
novel, bestselling author Hannah captures the epic panorama of WWII and 
illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: the women's war. The 
Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, 
by ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on 
her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and        
freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France--a heart-
breakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the resilience of 
the human spirit and the durability of women. It is a novel 
for everyone, a novel for a lifetime.  The book is widely   
available at libraries and on Kindle and Nook.  Please plan 
to join us on Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  
Bring a dish to share (it’s amazing—we’ve never ended up 
with all desserts, but would that be so bad?!) and please  
invite a friend.  Having read the book is not a requirement in 
the CLC Book Club, as many in our fellowship are happy to 
quickly share the plot and themes and all input is welcome. 

WELCA Bible Study will meet Tuesday February 9th, in 
the Fireside Room, from 1:00 to 2:30. We invite all CLC 
women to study Paul’s letter encouraging us to live as 
a united community following Christ, as ”Servant-
Shaped Soldiers”.  This winter Bible Study, through April 
is part of a series called Christian Citizenship 101, 
which explores the wonderful book Philippians.  
Please join us! 
 

For more information e-mail Betty Buck at 
edbmeb@cox.net or by calling 493-6179. 

What in the world of WELCA? 
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Getting to Know You 

For the last year, we’ve run articles on CLC members focused on their community 
involvement (God’s Work, Our Hands) and that’s been great.  We’re changing it up 
a bit for 2016, simply introducing church members to each other via the newsletter.  
It will take us a couple years to introduce everyone (and as our church grows, even 
longer than that), but let’s get started with Ken Gilliland! 

A member of Christ Lutheran for the last year, Ken 
Gilliland attends the 10:30 service, participates in 
the Tuesday night Bible study where he loves the 
very open dialog and encouragement to think and 
question, and is a newly elected member of our 
Church Council.  After 20-plus years as a member 
of Faith Lutheran in San Dimas, including several 
stints as Council treasurer and president and being 
“a typical active member” where one pitches in 
wherever needed, Ken was looking for a new 
church home when he moved to San Clemente 
three years ago. 

“I attended a small United Church of Christ church 
nearby for a couple of years,” said Ken, “but the 
pastor was retiring and they seemed to be    
changing direction, so I started looking online for 
other churches.”  Luckily for us, he found our new 
website, learned about Pastor Brenda and our   
ministries and decided to give Christ Lutheran a try.   

“You hear a lot about ‘welcoming’ churches, but how they welcome the 
stranger is the real question.  In my case, I felt completely welcomed at 
Christ Lutheran on my first visit,” said Ken.  And that happened to be a   
Sunday when Pastor Dave Kupka was filling in for Pastor Brenda.  Way to 
go, congregation!   

Born in Glendale and raised in Highland Park, Ken graduated from Franklin 
H.S. and L.A Trade Tech and has worked for Western Growers Association 
(WGA), a trade association representing produce growers in Arizona and 
California, for close to 40 years.  In his job with WGA, Ken works on             
international trade and tariff issues and travels to promote western produce 
growers to worldwide markets.     

Ken loves astronomy and reading and used to play tennis (beyond him 
now, he says, but maybe our Pickleball fanatics can lure him back onto the 
court) and is the proud father of daughter Jennifer and four grandchildren 
who live in Claremont.   

Thank you, Ken, for being part of Christ Lutheran, San Clemente. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach 

Thank you to all CLC members who supported the San Clemente Military 

Family Outreach baby shower for military moms-to-be on Jan. 30.  Tresia 

Thornton, Mary Monasmith and Wendy 

Thurn joined baby shower chair Judy Franz 

in putting on a shower that 28 women 

would have had if they’d been home   

during this milestone time in their lives.  

Each mom-to-be received a layette      

covered with a quilt or blanket (many 

made by Wendy) filled with items to      

welcome home their newborns.  The    

shower included a lovely lunch, party 

games and prizes and a give-away of 

large gifts very needed by new parents 

(e.g., strollers, high chairs, playpens, car 

seats, bouncers, bath tubs), plus diapers galore!  Many of the gifts were 

from Mary’s Feast, which Pastor Brenda, 

Lois Faist, Linda Kopperud and friends and 

Judy and sister Chris Jones attended in 

early December, along with 200 other 

women from San Clemente.  The baby 

shower was a great way to kick off our 

new year of supporting military families!  

Next we’ll be collecting school supplies for 

San Onofre School on base—watch for 

more information. 

Wendy giving a layette, wrapped in one of the baby 
afghans she made, to military mom-to-be Sabel le-
Blanc and her son. 

Judy, Mary and Wendy at the cupcake 

table at the baby shower. 

Homeless Lunch 

If you want to start your month off with 

gratitude, join Christ Lutheran and         

Heritage Fellowship at a homeless lunch 

the first Sunday of every month. Pictured 

here is opening prayer before the meal. 

It’s a great way to serve others. Contact 

Louise Gilliam, Pastor Brenda or the church 

office to sign up. 
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Four Types of Christian Spirituality 

New Members  Christ Lutheran welcomed 

Matt Baumgartner, Lynn McKenrick and 

Lisa Cotton as new members on January 

24th. Welcome to our CLC family! 

Our Lenten educational series will be on the Four Types of Christian Spirituali-

ty. Urban Holmes III, an Episcopal priest and scholar has determined people 

experience God in four ways: with their mind, “to know God”, with their 

heart “to sense God” often in worship, with their soul, through silent prayer 

and mystical experience to understand “the mystery of God” and with their 

strength, such as through service, to understand “the revealed God”. Each 

of us comes to God in our own unique blend of these          

spiritualities. During this class you’ll take an on-line survey to 

determine your type of spirituality and learn a bit about the 

history and formation of each type of spirituality. We’ll also 

pray in each of these types of spirituality. 

Christ Lutheran Church is partnering with St. Clements-by-the-

Sea Episcopal Church for this series. Come meet new friends 

and learn from Pastor Brenda and Father Patrick. These    
classes will alternate between Christ Lutheran and                   

St. Clements, starting at Christ Lutheran on Mondays at 7 from 

February 15 to March 21.  

Sometimes the Lord’s voice is heard 

louder in the waves  than in the 

preaching, as Pastor Brenda learned 

one Sunday in January! 
 

Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your 

waterfalls; All Your breakers and Your 

waves have rolled over me. Psalm 42:7  

Father Patrick from St. 

Clements. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 
 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 
 

949. 496. 1405 
 

Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Monday, Feb. 15, 19 & March 14 
4 Types of Christian Spirituality 
Church Sanctuary 7-8:30 p.m. 
 
Monday, Feb. 22 & March 7-  
Exploring Christian Spirituality 
St. Clement’s 7-8:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday, February 28- 
QRS  
Church Sanctuary 12 p.m. 
 
Friday, March 25 
Good Friday  
 
Sunday, March 27 
Easter Sunday 

Save The Date! 

Weekly Bible Studies and Worship 
(Please feel free to drop in any time - 

newcomers always welcome) 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

10-11 am in the Fireside Room 

A deeper look at the Bible passages 

featured the following Sunday. All 

levels of knowledge welcome. 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study 

6-7 p.m. in the Fireside Room 

Spirited discussion on the Book of 

Acts. No Biblical experience       

necessary! 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

