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THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 

We begin and close each Sunday service with 

the sign of the cross. One of my associate 

pastors once wrote three reasons for that 

worship movement. I share them with you in 

this month’s newsletter. 

1) It is first and foremost the sign of our 

Baptism. When a person, a new child of 

God is baptized, the pastor traces the 

mark of the cross on the person’s fore-

head, Since the earliest days of the 

church , this mark of the cross has been a 

form of “branding”, symbolizing that we 

are owned by Christ. Christ, especially 

through his death upon the Cross, lays 

claim to us. When we make the sign of 

the cross, we are remembering and reaf-

firming our Baptism or, as Luther put it, 

“returning to our Baptism.” We are not 

simply “bringing our Baptism to mind,” 

but intentionally seeing ourselves as one 

with Christ’s body. 

2) The sign of the cross is also a confession 

of faith. When we make the sign of the 

cross we are confessing that we belong 

to Christ. These days many people wear 

a cross around their necks. The cross has 

become little more than a piece of jewel-

ry (as in the case of the department store 

customer who asked the sales person,  

“And who is this little man on the 

cross?”) If the cross which once was a 

danger to wear around one’s neck is 

now, for many people, little more than a 

bauble to ornate the neck, then perhaps 

making the sign of the cross is a more 

significant symbol that we belong to 

Christ.  

3) Signing the cross is a form of prayer. We 

usually think of prayer as saying or think-

ing words, but prayer has many forms. 

Songs can be prayer. Dance can be pray-

er. Some pray while driving, while walk-

ing, while running, while waiting in line, 

while taking a test. When our whole lives 

are devoted to God, prayer is much 

more than folding one’s hands and bow-

ing one’ s head. For many Christians, the 

action of signing the cross on their body 

has become a very prayerful act of dedi-

cating their whole life to Christ.   

The sign of the cross plays a rich and power-

ful role in our Christian tradition. You might 

consider making it part of the practice and 

tradition of your own spiritual life. IF you 

don’t wish to, at least accept and welcome 

that others do. 

 

PASTOR HARVEY ANDERSON 

 
 

 

July Calendar  

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 AM 

 

July 3 

Thomas, Apostle’s Day 

 

July 4 

 Happy Birthday USA 

 

July 11 

WELCA women’s bible 

study 1:00 PM 

 

July  

Council Meeting 

 

July 22                           

Book Club Meeting 

6:00PM                 

 

July 22 

Mary Magdalene 

Apostle’s Day 
 

July 25 

St. James the Elder 

Apostle’s Day 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the  

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out  

with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us  

and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Faith Formation   

 
 

 

Excerpts from 1) Inspiring Words From the Psalms, Pgs. 34 & 120 & 2) Christ in Our Home Pg. 87 

Contributed by Ruth Milversted  

 
“We have wonderful kids, a beautiful home, good jobs, and money in the bank. Why do we feel so 

tired and afraid? ..,Fear and fatigue [are] the real results of having many things. [We are] possessed by 

[our] possessions….We serve our stuff. Jesus warns his followers that we can’t serve two mas-

ters….Our possessions are harsh masters, demanding everything. “ CiOH Pg. 87 

 
When “Pulled between the demands of work and family, you [find] little opportunity for quiet time. 

The moments when you can experience God without distraction and interruption are few and pre-

cious. The faces of your loved ones are never far from you mind, reminding, cajoling, requesting. And 

the responsibilities of home and career follow you wherever you go. 

 
Yet no matter how fragmented and abbreviated your prayers may become as a result, you can be sure 

God hears them - not only in those rare moments of peace but also during the frantic hours of activi-

ty. He hears you loud and clear, no matter how mumbled and inarticulate your message may seem.”  

IWFtP pg.34 

 

“Our Lord is a gracious master, offering more than money can buy.” CiOH Pg. 87 

 
“God is quick to give you the right words to say, the proper response to a crisis, and the kindness 

and diplomacy you need to navigate your complex and difficult days.” IWFtP pg.34 

 
“Rest is that marvelously restorative time when you play, leaving obligations and responsibilities on 

your desk for a while. You just let things happen; you don’t try to make things happen. You go for un-

directed walks in your imagination where you are like a small child, ready for the next adventure to 

turn up.  

 
For a while you let go of your cares and skip along behind God, curious and relaxed, in a little Eden of 

time. Who knows what will happen? You have “taken off” the ordinary and are wearing a different 

pair of spectacles that let you see things as if they are new. You are like a butterfly on a summer 

morning.” IWFtP pg.120 

 

“With all my heart, I will celebrate, and I can safely rest.”  

Psalm 16:9 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He lets me rest in green meadows; 

He leads me beside peaceful streams. 

Psalm 23:2 
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Contributed by Judy Franz 
 

         Breakfast on the Beach July 28 at: 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Kahuna's Grill, our beach worship neighbor on North Beach, will be opening an hour 

early for us on July 28, at 9 a.m., so we can enjoy breakfast and fellowship.  We've 
planned this beach fellowship for 9 a.m., so sanctuary worshipers might be able to 
join beach churchgoers before the 10:30 service.  Betty Buck will be taking sign-ups 

at 10:30 and Judy Franz at 8 a.m. 
 

The cost for breakfast is $10 per person, including tax and tip, and food choices are 
breakfast burrito (2 eggs, tater tots, bacon, cheese and salsa), breakfast sandwich 
(egg & bacon) or Greek yogurt with fruit and granola.  Beverage choices are coffee, 

hot tea, hot chocolate and bottled water with orange juice also available for an  
additional $3.   

 
If this first beach breakfast fellowship is a hit, we'll plan to do it more often, giving us 
all a chance to get to know each other better.  Please sign up and give your money 

to either Betty or Judy by Sunday, July 21.  Kahuna's can accommodate a few last-
minute breakfast orders, but signing up early is appreciated.  Judy will hand out 

"tickets" with each person's order before and just after beach church.  Don't forget to 
"feed the meter" in the North Beach parking lot after 9 a.m.! 

  Preschool Graduation Highlights 
 

La Cristianita hosted yet another successful graduation day for our Pre-K kids. Students 
preformed songs and received diplomas after which CLC council members passed out 

cake and refreshments to the guests. We pray these children keep our lessons love and 
acceptance and the teachings of Jesus, our Lord in their hearts as they continue on 

their path to higher education. Congratulations class of 2013! Pictures of the event are 
available at www.clcsanclemente.org. 
 
“And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 

when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” 
-Deuteronomy 6:6 - 7 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

 

…Christ Lutheran Church and our congregation;                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families;                             

…Bishop Mark Hansen and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;                                                                         

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool. 

… Long time member Vern Elher’s and his family. 

 
“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   
 

 

  PLANNING AHEAD 

 
October will bring us back-to-back opportunities 

to support CLC’s principal community outreach 

ministries through their major fundraisers: Family 

Assistance Ministries’ (FAM) Hunger Walk on Sun-

day October 20, at 12:30 PM and San Clemente 

Military Family Outreach’s 6th Annual Variety 

Show on Saturday night October 26, at the San 

Clemente Community Center. Please mark your 

calendars and watch for more info in September. 

  

 

WE’RE ONLINE AND ON FACEBOOK 

 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now you 

can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 through our 

website and Facebook pages.   

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Chr i s t - Lu the r an -C hurch -S an -C l emen t e -

CA/241242593620  

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 

 
God’s work and our hands were truly at work  as 

CLC volunteers helped spruce up our campus. 

Great fun, fellowship and food were shared by all. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered for their 

help and commitment to our church. We and our 

church are indeed God’s Work. 

 

HELP US KEEP THE EARTH CLEAN 

 
Here at CLC we have labeled our trash cans 

“recycle” and “trash” so we can make a conscious 

effort to help keep this earth beautiful for the gen-

erations to come. Please help us in our endeavor 

and throw all paper, can and plastic products in the 

recycle trash cans. Thank you for your coopera-

tion. 

 

 
FYI: CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH &                       

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

 
 

CLC Contact Information: 
 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
 

      Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 
 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 
 

949. 496. 1405 
 

Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 

Director’s hours: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

http://www.clcsanclemente.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christ-Lutheran-Church-San-Clemente-CA/241242593620
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