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This first week of July 2015 marks the 
one-year anniversary of my call at 
Christ Lutheran Church. I continue to 
marvel at God’s work to bring us     
together. A spiritual advisor told me it 
was important to try to understand the 
true personality of CLC before I       
became too immersed in the         
community to see it clearly. I’m not 
sure if that happened, but now, after 
the first year, I’d like to make the     
following observations. 

We’re hopeful people. In the best 
version of Christianity, a community 
embraces the hope of resurrection and 
salvation. Unfortunately, we know  
congregations can lose sight of Jesus 
Christ as their numbers dwindle, as 
leaders pass away or move on, as     
f inances wane.  I  bel ieve this            
congregation never lost sight of Jesus, 
and even in the most difficult times of 
our history, we maintained hope. This 
is remarkable. This is a testimony to 
the love of God and the leadership of 
your pastors and council and our   
faithful members in the past few years. 
It is my prayer that as we continue  
forward together, we cling to Jesus 
Christ and look fervently to Him as our 
example. 

We’re hesitant. And who can blame 
us? We’re trying to find our way. Some 
of us have never been in leadership, 
some of us have only attended beach 
services and never engaged community. 
Some of us have no background in 
stewardship and do not know the 
blessing of generous giving. Some of us 
have been injured by churches or 
Christians in the past and are still trying 
to figure out if this is a safe place. Some 
of us are tired from years of service 
and just want to rest awhile. But we 

also know hesitance keeps us from   
being a beacon in the world. As Jesus 
taught, we cannot hide our lights under 
a bushel. Jesus also said “Do not be 
afraid.” As your pastor, I will continue 
to lovingly challenge and encourage us 
as we move forward.  

We’re healing. A few months ago I 
shared a “church renewal” graphic with 
our church council. With the graphic, 
people plot where they think churches 
are in a cycle of decline and renewal 
through which all churches go. I plotted 
us pretty far along on an “upswing”  
after what I considered a moderate 
downturn in the past few years. The 
council members also put us on an   
upswing, but at a much lower point of 
decline than I expected. This was an 
important moment for me. It clarified 
there had been more heartache and 
loss than I understood. It also         
confirmed we are finding our way to a 
time of renewal. I’m not sure where 
you would plot us. There has been 
pain. But there is now a sense of      
upward movement. God is faithful. The 
Spirit is moving. 

We’re hungry for purpose. There 
are so many ways to spend time and 
resources,  and I  bel ieve this             
congregation would like to make a    
difference in the world. I have been 
humbled to see our members and 
friends take risks with the homeless, 
with new opportunities at FAM, with 
our military outreach events. We’ve 
hosted a very successful Lenten Dinner 
for our preschool families. We have a 
committed group of volunteers    
working on Vacation Bible School. 
Many of you are now prayer partners 
during the service. I feel the tension of 
wanting to engage our community 
while trying to figure out what the 
“right fit” is for us. Successful ministries 

 
 

 

July Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 a.m. & 7p.m.    

starting July 21st! 

 

Every Wednesday 

Centering Prayer 

North Beach - 7:30 a.m. 

Beach Walk - 8-9  a.m. 

 

July 3 

Happy 4th of July! 

Office Closed 

 

July 6-10 & 20-24 

Vacation Bible School 

 

July 11-18 

Pastor Brenda on     

Vacation 

 

July 21 

WELCA Bible Study 

Donna Running’s  

- 1 p.m. 

 

 

July 22 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room 2 p.m. 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Church Council Corner 
This month marks Pastor Brenda’s first anniversary as our pastor—we are blessed!  With her  
re-energizing spirit, we have worked together to forge closer bonds with our preschool and     
preschool parents, stepped up our ministry to our homeless neighbors in need, become better 
environmental stewards (witness our turf removal project to save precious water in this time of 
drought), worked on a Habitat for Humanity project for the first time, and held our first ever 
Red Cross blood drive.  We have also experimented a bit with worship, adding prayer partners 
and involving more members in leading worship, while retaining the most loved elements at both 
beach and sanctuary.  We are also connecting in meaningful ways with our Pacifica Synod and 
the larger church, through Pastor Brenda’s election to Churchwide Assembly representative 
from Orange County and our involvement with the Justice and Evangelism Ministry Team, which 
will encourage churches toward advocacy, action and prayer on issues such as immigration, 
homelessness and hunger and race relations and civil rights.  To guide us as a congregation, we 
have established several teams that are providing great ideas, assistance and action on a variety 
of fronts, far beyond what the Church Council could ever do on its own.  Thank you all.  It’s an 
exciting time to be part of Christ Lutheran, San Clemente!   
 
Thank you to those who have given special monetary gifts to support our advertising/marketing 
and outreach/help for those in need and for military families.  Your gifts are very much           
appreciated.  We can still use more to make up the $1,000 shortfall in the ad budget and be able 
to do some special outreach projects during the holidays.  Every little bit helps! 
 
Council meets this month on Tuesday, July 21, at 5:30 in the Fireside Room.  Your concerns, ideas and questions 
are always welcome and our meetings are open to all.  Please feel free to contact any Council member via phone 
or email (info in the church directory, available at each service if you need one or by calling the church office).  In 
addition to Pastor Brenda, Council members are Shay Arnett, Betty Buck, Judy Franz, Pat Gilliam, Laura Pephens 
and Donna Vidrine. 

happen when a wide variety of people is involved and usually do best when the pastor is only a 
supporter, not the instigator. It’s possible this is a new model for some of you, but I am       
confident this is where God is leading us. 

And finally, we're happy.  Anyone watching us pass the peace on Sunday mornings can see it.  
Anyone hearing us laugh during worship can sense it.  Happy to share Christ's love in our   
community and welcome all, unconditionally and joyfully. 

God’s timing doesn’t always match our timing, God’s ideas are new to us. We’re still getting 
used to living as God’s children. (This is lifelong learning, FYI). But I’m grateful for the oppor-
tunity to walk with you, keeping our ears, eyes and hearts open to God’s movement among us. 
Let’s move forward together.        -Pastor Brenda 

Treasurer’s Report 
We thought that we would take this opportunity to provide to the congregation a mid-year update 

of the financial position of the Church.  So, getting right down to matters, here is an update: 

 
The cash position is stronger than we had budgeted for the five months ending May 31, 2015.  We 

currently have cash reserves in the amount of  $113,600.  Income for the year is at $55,000 versus 

the budgeted amount of $47,000.  Our losses for the year total $18,500 versus the budgeted loss of 

$33,800, a $15,300 difference.  Spending is primarily on Salaries and Benefits totaling approximately 

$53,000.  We have sent approximately $7,000 to Pacifica Synod for benevolence. (Continued) 
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Treasurer’s Report Continued 
The following is our Income Statement for the 5 Months ending May 31, 2015: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have any questions, don't hesitate to ask one of the Council members or your treasurer, 

Laura Pephens. Thank you for reading. 

            

     Jan - May 15  Budget  $ Over Budget 

 Ordinary Income/Expense      

   Income      

    OFFERINGS 53,956.60  46,500.00  7,456.60 

    MISCELLANEOUS 193.00     

    FACILITY USAGE 811.00  375.00  436.00 

   Total Income 54,960.60  46,875.00  8,085.60 

  Gross Profit 54,960.60  46,875.00  8,085.60 

   Expense      

    ADMINISTRATION 16,127.91  19,115.00  (2,987.09) 

    BENEVOLENCE 7,075.16  4,860.00  2,215.16 

    CONFERENCES 550.00  210.00  340.00 

    EVANGELISM/FELLOWSHIP 0.00  165.00  (165.00) 

    PARISH EDUCATION/YOUTH 178.39  210.00  (31.61) 

    PROPERTY 1,072.00  3,000.00  (1,928.00) 

    SALARIES 44,866.86  47,623.00  (2,756.14) 

    STEWARDSHIP 0.00  250.00  (250.00) 

    UTILITIES 1,279.62  1,440.80  (161.18) 

    WORSHIP & MUSIC 1,995.76  3,405.00  (1,409.24) 

   Total Expense 73,145.70  80,278.80  (7,133.10) 

 Net Ordinary Income (18,185.10)  (33,403.80)  15,218.70 

 Other Income/Expense      

  Other Income      

   OTHER INCOME - BENEVOLENCE 70.00  0.00  70.00 

   OTHER INCOME - GENERAL (135.29)  0.00  (135.29) 

  Total Other Income (65.29)  0.00  (65.29) 

  Other Expense      

   OTHER EXPENSES 216.00  425.00  (209.00) 

  Total Other Expense 216.00  425.00  (209.00) 

 Net Other Income (281.29)  (425.00)  143.71 

Net Income  (18,466.39)  (33,828.80)  15,362.41 
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Who Do I Want to Be Right Now? 
Reformer Martin Luther affirmed the everyday stuff of life as “vocation.” Luther said that the vocation of 
being a parent is no less important than being a religious leader or devoting yourself to prayer or    
working in a seemingly more prestigious position. 
 
This wasn’t just an affirmation of the many humble tasks that our society calls “women’s work.” Luther 
specifically said to fathers that cleaning dirty diapers is nothing to be ashamed of — all work done in love 
is honored by God, is “vocation ”—a pretty edgy stance for a man of his day. 
 
Vocation includes those things we do in response to God’s grace-filled gifts to us. 
 
God has called all kinds of people throughout time and continues to do so today. It’s about God bringing 
a new way of life into being, a way that we are able to see from time to time. 
 
This message is adapted from “Who do I want to be right now?” written by Joy McDonald Coltvet that first    
appeared in the January 2008 issue of Café magazine. 

Feeding the Homeless in San Clemente 

On June 19th, members of Christ Lutheran Church met in Bonita Park to feed the homeless. 

You can sign up for our next event on August 2nd with Pastor Brenda. 
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What in the world of WELCA? 
Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study will meet Tuesday, July 21st at 1:00p.m. at 

Donna Running’s home. We will be continuing studying along with our series, 

“Transforming Life and Faith”. This week we investigate the Church           

transforming and reforming. 

 
Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, warm, monthly church       

fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in the Narthex for you to borrow, read and 

return.  We hope to see you there! 

 
Please contact  Ruth Milversted for more information at (949) 240-1132. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
This is a recurring series about CLC members and friends who volunteer in the community, taking Christ’s 

great commission “to love one another” beyond the beach and our church walls.  Do you know volunteers 

who should be featured here?  Let Pastor Brenda know, so we can highlight them here. 

 
A member of the Christ Lutheran congregation since 1987, active 

in Women of the ELCA, part of the sanctuary Worship Team, vice 

president of the Church Council (not to mention procurer of our 

seasonal poinsettias and lilies!), Betty Buck is one busy parishioner.  

Retired from teaching at Del Cerro Elementary School in Mission 

Viejo for 17 years, Betty has remained involved in education as a 

student teacher supervisor through Cal State Fullerton, observing, 

evaluating and helping young teachers in partnership with their 

master teachers.  A special focus for her for 30 years has been 

teaching writing to elementary school students, currently through a 

UCI-affiliated summer youth camp.  “When I was a young teacher, 

I saw my students struggling with writing and felt I was not a good 

role model for them, never having been taught the writing process 

myself.”  She went to an intensive training and started teaching 

writing in a new way.  Her 3-week class this summer will use an 

endangered animal theme to engage soon-to-be 4th graders in research, reading, writing,     

sharing, and publishing an anthology of their work.  “I love connecting with the young writers, 

helping them find joy in writing, realize their gifts and gain confidence.”  Betty obviously gives of 

her time and talents (tears and sweat?) in the wider community, but she also gives blood!  The 

organizer of CLC’s first neighborhood Red Cross blood drive in many years this past March, 

Betty has been giving blood since college days and, for many years, platelets (she’s given the   

latter 100 times).  “I may not be able to give huge amounts of money to causes, but my blood 

keeps replenishing so I can give that!” she said.   She is looking forward to CLC’s next blood 

drive on Sept. 28, with the goal of 50 donors.  Betty has an identical twin sister, Anne, and a 

younger brother, Bill, whom she loves dearly.  She and her wonderful husband of almost 55 

years and fellow native Californian, Ed, raised three children (for several years living on the Car-

ibbean island of Curacao) who have given them eight grandchildren, ages 7 to 22.  “All are 

healthy and happy,” says Betty.  “We are thankful for our many blessings.”  And CLC is thankful 

for you, Betty. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

Family Assistance Ministries  

Vacation Bible School Needs Volunteers! July 6-10th and 20-24th 

FAM tackles numerous issues surrounding homelessness, including job placement, a food 

pantry, phone counseling, job counseling and rent and utility assistance. There is always a 

bucket at the Sanctuary for food donations (they always need peanut butter and cereal!). Just 

bring a box of cereal or a thing of peanut butter to church with you- just give to an usher 

and let them know it is for FAM!  

 

Feed the Homeless  in Bonita Park  Sunday, August 2nd at 11:30 a.m. 
We will be feeding local homeless men and women at Bonita Park (between Pico and El 

Camino Real). This is an ongoing feeding program sponsored by Shoreline Community 

Church. We will be providing an entree and side dishes, drinks and kindness to about 20  

people. We need people to bring food and others to just show up and talk to the guys.    

Contact Pastor Brenda for more information. 

CLC Book Club 

Centering Prayer - Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. 
Matthew 6:6 - "If you want to pray, enter your inner room, close 

the door and pray to your Father in secret, and your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you." Centering Prayer is a form of 

meditation in which you leave behind external concerns (the 

"close the door" of Jesus' instructions) and discontinue, at least in 

intention, the interior dialogue that usually accompanies          psy-

chological awareness...and most prayers! (the "enter your inner 

room" portion of the instructions). How do we do it? We spend 

20 minutes sitting together in silence on the beach, using a single word or phrase to clear our minds 

and try to enter an inner silence, forgiving ourselves when we get caught up in too much thinking! It's 

a "practice", so beginners are welcome and encouraged.  
 This new small group meets at our Beach Church location at North Beach every Wednesday from 

7:30-8:00. We then walk the beach trail from 8-9. 

The book club is on hiatus this month, but that doesn’t mean you can’t get a jump on the 

books coming up! All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr; The Wright Brothers by 

David McCullogh; and Mrs. Grant and Madame Jule by Jennifer Chiaverini. Stay tuned for more 

information! 

Week 1 (7/6-10) - See Leigh Ann and Pastor Brenda dress up as mad     

scientists! 
Week 2 (7/20-24) - Come to Whosville while we  explore the Bible using Dr. Seuss! 

Please see Pastor Brenda or contact the church office at 496-2621 to sign up! 
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SCMFO - Military Wives Treated Like Royalty at  

Twenty Marine wives attended a British-style high tea hosted by San Clemente Military    

Family Outreach on Saturday, June 13, where they enjoyed scones with jam and cream, tea 

sandwiches of many varieties, cakes, cookies, strawberries and tea, provided and served by 

volunteers—with a wonderful contingent of four from Christ Lutheran!  This was the third 

annual tea held by SCMFO, which holds morale-building events monthly for military family 

members.   The tea gave wives a respite from their daily routines, a chance to make new 

friends from among other wives on base, and learn about SCMFO and the resources available 

to them through the organization.   Plus, they all went home with lovely door prizes, goodie 

bags filled with fun and practical items, commissary cards and memories of a regal afternoon.  

Lois Faist, Judy Franz, Kathie Smith and Wendy Thurn helped at the tea and donated gifts and 

sandwiches.  Mary Monasmith loaned teapots, Betty Buck and Mary Whitman donated prizes 

and Louise Gilliam made scones.  Thank you all for helping make the tea a success and for 

supporting military families through SCMFO. 

Lois Faist (on right) chats with a fellow     

volunteer. 

Volunteers from SCMFO are ready to welcome the military 

wives! 

Kathie Smith helps with the      

beverages. 

The wives enjoying the party. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Please pray for… 
 
Our local law enforcement and firefighters. 
 
San Clemente, San Juan Capistrano and Dana 
Point schools and local governments 
 
The children, families and staff of La Cristianita 
Preschool. 
 
The staff and volunteers of Family Assistance 
Ministries and the clients they serve. 
 
Military families and their deployed loved ones. 
 
Christ Lutheran Church, our volunteers and staff 
and all those we come in contact with. May God 
inspire us to serve deeply. 

Fellowship on the Water 
Summer kayaking starts Monday, 

June 8, for all who are interested.  

We meet around 5:15 p.m. and 

rent kayaks ($15 single, $20  

double) at Dana Harbor Jet Ski, 

34671 Puerto Place, launching by 

5:30 p.m.  No need to call, just 

show up and bring a friend! 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

