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Did you know some churches “slow 
down” in the summer months? In 
many congregations, their “church 
year” is based on the school year, 
and once the kids are out of school, 
church programs take a break. 
Choirs stop rehearsal, Bible Studies 
take July and August off, church 
staff disappears for a much-
deserved vacation.  

The opposite seems to be true at 
Christ Lutheran. Our attendance al-
ways increases in the summer, as 
tourists visit beach church and San 
Clemente residents welcome fami-
lies to their homes. Our preschool 
has two vibrant summer sessions. 
Our Bible Studies wouldn’t dream of 
taking a break and we’ve even 
added new small groups. I look for-
ward to summer at Christ Lutheran 
because it’s always a time of 
growth and great joy. 

We’ve launched the Storytelling 
Summer, which will be a celebra-
tion of Jesus’ parables. Flying Solo, 
Kayaking and Stories from the 
Storm, three small groups, hope to 
meet several times this summer.  
Book Clubs, WELCA and both Bible 
Studies roll along. Check out articles 
in this newsletter for more infor-
mation. 

We’ve also decided to highlight the 
different personalities of the two 
worship services. Both the 8 am ser-
vice on the beach and the 10:30 
service in the sanctuary contain the 
same hymns, scriptures and sermon. 
The beach service continues to 
have participation from ushers, 
communion servers and prayer 
partners. The 10:30 service will now 
feature a deeper role for an  

 

 

assisting minister, a member of the 
congregation who reads prayers 
and serves communion.  Depend-
ing on the size of the group and the 
mobility of worshippers gathered 
that morning, we serve communion 
in a variety of ways. The assisting 
minister is a model of flexibility and 
hospitality! The 10:30 service is also 
welcoming some traditional Luther-
an liturgical music (“This is the 
Feast”, the Doxology and “Create 
in Me a Clean Heart, O God”). If 
you’ve missed these classics, visit 
our sanctuary service!  

And don’t get me started about 
our homeless ministry.  God contin-
ues to call us to new ideas about 
providing haircuts, computer ser-
vices, personal items, batteries, hy-
giene products. But the greatest 
witness to the Holy Spirit is watching 
people sit together and just talk, 
members of Christ Lutheran face-to-
face with homeless people who 
spend so much time alone, criti-
cized by others or fearful. Christians 
believe we see the face of Jesus in 
others, and those in our homeless 
ministries discover Jesus in the faces 
of those who do not have perma-
nent homes. 

We also know the Holy Spirit is inspir-
ing many of us to new ideas. Have 
you got one? Please let me or a 
member of the council know. We’re 
excited about supporting and en-
couraging leaders and ministries in 
our midst. 

You know that phrase “the lazy 
days of summer”?  Yeah, neither do 
we.  Happy Summer! 

 

June Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 AM & 6 PM  
   

Centering Prayer 

Is on hiatus– stay tuned! 
 

June 6  

Summer Kayaking 

Dana Point Harbor 

5:15 PM (every Monday 

this summer!) 
 

June 11 

Flying Solo 

Ellie’s Table 1PM 
 

June 13 

LCP Summer Program 

Begins 

 
June 14 

Book Club 6 PM 

 
June 20 

“Stories of the Storm” 

6 PM 
 

June 21 

WELCA Bible Study 

Donna Running’s House 

1 PM 
 

June 22 

CLC Council Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship 
Beach: 8:00AM 

Sanctuary:10:30 AM 

Almighty God by the power of your Holy Spirit open our eyes, ears, hearts, and very lives 

to your presence so that today we may worship and serve you in faithfulness and be a 

blessing and healing reminders of your love to all whose lives we touch. Amen. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Council Corner                                                            by Shay Arnett 
        

Welcome to Council Corner! May has been an interesting month; Mother’s Day, Me-

morial Day, and our council retreat. However, our most notable change came inter-

nally. Christ Lutheran Church would like to say goodbye to Debby Boka and wish her 

God’s blessing. We are so pleased to welcome Christine Preciado as our new church 

secretary. 

Our council retreat was quite nice as we gazed at the ocean from Laura’s patio and 

we had snacks (it was almost like Hawaii). We had a few topics of discussion and dis-

cuss we did! As a council we did a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 

threats) assessment of our church ministries. We discussed communication strategies 

and we talked about our mission statement.   It is refreshing to see what comes from a 

group of people with common goals. 

Most of the retreat time centered on our SWOT assessment. It is interesting, eye-

opening, and remarkable what comes out when you have 8 people in a room all 

brainstorming these four categories.  Who would have thought we had more in the 

Opportunities category than any other? I wouldn’t have and yet that is exactly what 

happened. All those who attend CLC know what our Strengths are: Beach church, 

Pastor Brenda, LCP, our open-mindedness and willingness to try new things, etc… We 

also know our Weaknesses: unsteady past, volunteer burn-out, no youth program, 

etc… What was amazing was how our strengths and weaknesses crossed over into 

Opportunities and Threats; we came up with some new ideas: mid-week madness, 

which would be a family-friendly social event, family fun times, support groups about 

issues people care about, activities at the park, engage new volunteers. CLC is capa-

ble of so much. We are an amazing group of people with so much love and compas-

sion, with fantastic ideas about how to care for our neighbors.  It’s such an exciting 

time!  

We also discussed our communication strategies. Is the newsletter the most effective 

way to communicate? Should we use social media? Is there a better way to get vol-

unteers to sign up? ? Should we just close down beach church? Just kidding, I wanted 

to make sure you are still paying attention. 

Even though we worked so well together on our mission statement at the annual 

meeting, we have come to realize our current mission statement seems clunky (my  

education has paid off). We spent some time trying to rework it, trying to name our 

LGBT welcome appropriately while not listing it with groups which often have stigmas 

attached. The truth is, we still didn’t come up with one we all approve of. Have no 

fear though, we’ll keep working on a better statement and get it to you for approval 

as soon as we can. If you have any suggestions, please email them to me. 

Our next council meeting is June 15, 2016 at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room. We encour-

age any and all who want to come.  I might bake cupcakes! God bless. 

 

Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Jane Porphir, Secretary; Laura 

Pephens, Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Donna Vidrine; Pastor Brenda Bos 
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CLC Book Club 

The CLC Book Club’s June read is “The Japanese Lover” by Isabel 

Allende.  We will meet Tuesday, June 14, 6 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room at church for our discussion and potluck dinner.  Bring a dish 

and a friend! 

Here’s a a plot description from Goodreads:  In 1939, as Poland falls 

under the shadow of the Nazis, young Alma Belasco's parents send 

her away to live in safety with an aunt and uncle in their opulent 

mansion in San Francisco. There, as the rest of the world goes to 

war, she encounters Ichimei Fukuda, the quiet and gentle son of 

the family's Japanese gardener. Unnoticed by those around them, 

a tender love affair begins to blossom. Following the Japanese attack on Pearl     

Harbor, the two are cruelly pulled apart as Ichimei and his family, like thousands of 

other Japanese Americans are declared enemies and forcibly relocated to            

internment camps run by the United States government. Throughout their lifetimes, 

Alma and Ichimei reunite again and again, but theirs is a love that they are forever 

forced to hide from the world.  Decades later, Alma is nearing the end of her long 

and eventful life. Irina Bazili, a care worker struggling to come to terms with her own 

troubled past, meets the elderly woman and her grandson, Seth, at San Francisco's 

charmingly eccentric Lark House nursing home. As Irina 

and Seth forge a friendship, they become intrigued by a 

series of mysterious gifts and letters sent to Alma, eventu-

ally learning about Ichimei and this extraordinary secret 

passion that has endured for nearly seventy years. 

Book Club members and friends really enjoyed their dis-

cussion of “Loving Frank” by Nancy Horan, but the best 

part of the evening was a presentation by Audrey Seid-

man, Michigan State-connected friend of Judie Thomp-

son, who lives in The Goetsch-Winckler House designed 

and built by Frank Lloyd Wright in Okemos, MI, in 1940.  It 

was fascinating to learn of the two female professors 

who commissioned the “Usonian” (a substitute term for 

“American”) house and to see photos of it then and 

now.  Many thanks to Audrey for sharing her knowledge 

and enthusiasm with us.  She is pictured here with Judie 

holding “Affordable Dreams,” a book about her house. 

WELCA Bible Study will meet Tuesday June 21st at  Donna 

Running’s, from 1:00 to 2:30. We invite all CLC women as we 

study “The Heart of the Matter—Conflict, Forgiveness and 

Reconciliation” based on 2 Corinthians 4:7. 

For more information contact Betty Buck: e-mail: 

dbmeb@cox.net or phone (949) 493-6179. 

What in the world of WELCA? 

Judie Thompson and 

Audrey Siedman (guest speaker) 
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Getting to Know You 

An “almost monthly” feature of the CLC Newsletter, profiling church members, 
friends and staff (preschool, too!) 

We can thank the Kappa Delta sorority chapter at the University of North Texas 
for bringing Linda Hardy to Christ Lutheran 15 years ago!  Linda was attending a 
church that met in a local movie theater when a sorority sister mentioned a 
church she’d heard of that met on the beach in San Clemente.  Linda went,   
appreciated Pastor Margaret, and the rest is history.  “Best thing that ever      
happened,” she says.  “For a long time I went to both Beach Church and later in 
the morning my ‘movie’ church.  It worked for me.” 

That’s how she found us, but how did this Texas gal end up in California?  “I grew 
up in Richardson, near Dallas, then moved with my then-husband to Memphis, 
TN, where both my children were born,” says Linda.  “When my parents retired, 
they moved to Laguna Beach and bought a house from my two great aunts.  I 
came out for a visit and it was so beautiful here we decided to move.  We had a 
video store and BBQ take-out restaurant on Del Obispo and I still own that       
commercial property, which helps finance my travels!”  

Both of Linda’s children went to preschool through high school in Dana Point, 
where she’s lived in the same house for 30 years.  Jessica, 31, is an R.N. and ultra 
runner (think marathons, Ironman competitions, 50-60 mile races).  Son, Andrew, 
33, is a tall, charismatic, blue-eyed (Mom’s words) bartender in Memphis.  “Both 
my children are wonderful and I love having my daughter living with me again,” 
says Linda proudly.   

Linda earned a degree in math from North Texas U and a master’s in computer 
science from Cal State Fullerton and worked as a software engineer on the  
mainframe computer for a national firm, which required a lot of travel, until late 
2014.  “When the company retired the mainframe, I retired, too!”  Now her travel 
is strictly for fun and to enjoy the company of friends. 

“I travel every September with a group of friends mostly from the South.  This year 
we are doing a cruise to Nova Scotia,” says Linda.  “I travel with my college 
friends, too, once a year.  We’ve been to Barcelona, Morocco, the Canary      
Islands, and this year are going to Santa Fe.”  

Lest you think Linda’s retirement life is all play 
and no work, just check out her volunteer  
resume!  In addition to having designed 
CLC’s first website and maintained it for a 
number of years, she recently helped Pastor 
Brenda, Church Council and Debby Boka 
with our web redesign and update.  She 
does web design for many nonprofits, from 
her son’s football team to her own Richard-
son H.S. Class of ’65, her sorority and “for 
friends around the country—anybody who 
asks.”  

Jessica, Linda, Andrew, and Linda’s mother Betty.  
Continued on next page… 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach 
We Support Military Families 
Thank you to all the CLC members who contributed in may ways to the 2016 
San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO) Semper Fideli-TEA for military 
wives and kids on May 28.  This year’s tea was “picnic style” with hats optional, 
but many lovely hats were worn!   

SCMFO hosted this year’s tea at St. An-
drew’s by the Sea Methodist Church, 
which provides office space for the 
group, for 40 military moms and kids.  
Each mom and child received a special 
door prize and a goodie bag and each 
family received a $50 commissary card.   

“This is one of several morale events that SCMFO 
holds each year for military families,” said tea chair 
a n d  C L C  m e m b e r  
Judy Franz.  “My husband Norman and I and the en-
tire SCMFO group and all our supporters want to 
make sure our military families know how much we 
appreciate their sacrifice on our behalf.  They are giv-
ing so much for us and events like this are the least we 
can do for them!” 

Judy and SCMFO are so grateful for all our Christ Lu-
theran members, family members and friends who gave gifts and/or volun-
teered at the event last month, including Gina Rambeau (Judy’s daughter), 
Lois Faist, Louise Gilliam, Tresia Thornton, Mary Monasmith, Wendy Thurn, Mary 
and Tom Whitman, Kathy Meairs, Emilie Matthews, and Kelly & Carol Faltis.   

Next up for SCMFO:  A “Funraiser” on Friday evening, November 4, 2016, at 
Talega Golf Club—dinner, entertainment, silent auction.  Please save the date 
and plan to attend for a wonderful cause!  

 

Linda teaches bridge at Del Obispo Terrace Assisted Living where her 93-year-
old mother Betty Lisherness lived until recently, was the sponsor chair of the    
Dana Point Historical Society Home Tour in 2015, and supports the many causes 
of the Kappa Delta Newport Harbor alumni group, including the Orange   
County Women’s Transitional Center.  When her daughter coached the J.V. 
girls’ basketball team at Dana Hills H.S. last year, Linda created the publication 
for the entire girls’ basketball program. 

Maintaining special friendships, playing bridge, gardening, getting a rigorous 
workout at “Boot Camp” Monday-Friday at 7 a.m. (“I started on my first day af-
ter retirement, thanks to Jessica’s encouragement and a Groupon”), walking 
and attending Beach Church (often hosting, helping with communion and 
reading) round out Linda’s happy life.   Thank you, Linda, for sharing your story 
with your friends at CLC (and have fun in Florence, Italy, later this month)!  

SCMFO Tea Families  

Gina Rambeau  
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Pacifica Synod Elects A New Bishop, Honors Dave Kupka 
 

Judy Franz, Ken Gilliland and Pastor Brenda were 
the Christ Lutheran delegates at the Pacifica Syn-
od Assembly May 5-7, 2016 in Irvine. It was an ex-
citing assembly, as we elected Andrew Taylor to 
be the third bishop of our synod. Rev. Taylor has 
been serving St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in San 
Diego before receiving this new call. Our beloved 

bishop, Rev. 
Murray D. 
Finck retires 
after serving for eighteen years as bishop. 

Just as exciting was honoring our friend Rev. Dave 
Kupka for fifty years of ordained ministry. Rev. 
Dave received special recognition from Bishop 
Finck. We are delighted to call him one of our 
shepherds! 

The assembly also highlighted the work of congre-
gations and our larger denomination, the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America. The Presiding Bish-
op, Elizabeth Eaton was in attendance to preside 
over our bishop election and we were impressed 
with her humor and clear love of God and church.  

There is a synod assembly every year, and a bish-
op election every six years. Maybe next year you’ll 
want to attend? Rev. Dave Kupka 

Judy Franz, KenGilliland, Pastor Brenda Bos 

QRS (Quiet. Reflection. Sanctuary) 

Ruth Milversted, Lynn McKenrick and Kelly &  

Carol Faltis enjoy adult coloring 

QRS helps to foster a deeper connec-

tion to God and yourself through ac-

tivities like: Art as prayer, journaling, 

and guided meditations. Please 

come join us for our next meeting to 

see for yourself how rewarding a quiet 

day can be! 

CLC COMMUNITY  
Pickleball Champions! 

Jane Porphir and 

Julie Tobin re-

cently won the 

gold medal in the 

S e n i o r ’ s  

Doubles in the 

USA Pickleball As-

sociation West 

Regional Pickle-

ball Tournament. 

Congratulations 

you two!... And 

please, teach us 

all how to play!  
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LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

From the director 

How does it happen that each year seems to go by even faster than the previous year?  It seems impossible to 

believe that we have already had the Mother’s Day Tea, and Dad’s Night  &  Graduation! 

In September, our  toddler room had babies in it.  We now have a class 

full of toddlers who are blossoming and developing so much each and 

every day.  Our preschoolers looked so little and so many of them were 

shy and timid.  Now, they could run the class for us if their teacher were 

out sick.  Pre-K was full of  preschoolers, now they are “big” kids that 

are completely ready for  kindergarten and are ruling our school. 

Before we know it, summer will be in full swing and we will be preparing 

for the start of another school year.  I often wish there were a way to 

stop time.  To preserve the     memories of today since tomorrow comes all too  quickly.  Unfortunately, there is 

no way for this wish to become reality so it is up to us as parents to stop and appreciate today.  To make the 

most of our time with our children and remember that they are – just kids. 

So what are your plans for the summer?  Many of us will still go to 

work, and the kids will come here to school.  Some of us have the 

gift of spending the summer with our kids.  And some of us    experi-

ence crazy schedules as children come and go from house to house.  

Whatever your schedule may hold, take the time to enjoy where 

your child is right now –   cherish the moment and offer your child the 

amazing gift of time with you.  It doesn’t have to be big, elaborate 

outings – just time.  Read a book, play a game, color a picture, make 

cookies, or just hang out and snuggle.  Enjoy them…time goes by all 

too quickly. 

For many of you, change is in the air as your children transition from  preschool to “big” school.  As you prepare 

for whatever changes may be taking place in your lives for next year, please  remember La  Cristianita Pre-

school.  We all  cherish each and every one of you 

and think of you often as you move on in life.  Please 

take the time drop by, send a note, or even have your 

child color a picture for us!  We love to continue to 

watch them grow and   develop – so please don’t for-

get us!  For many of you, we look forward to a great 

year next year with your  family.  For those of you 

who are graduating, good luck and remember you will 

be deeply missed! Thank you all for a fantastic year!   

With many blessings, 
Leigh Ann Downie –Economy         
Director 

Miss Chris’s Class 

Miss Kayli Becoming a Firefighter 

LCP Graduating Class of 2016 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Twitter: @beachchurchsc 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
christlutheransc 
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
STORIES OF THE STORM SUPPORT GROUP 

Monday, June 20 at 6 pm in the Fireside 
Room at church - Come connect with 

others and share your 
story of the storm. In 
each of our lives 
there is the calm and 
then there can be 
that storm that can 
uproot homes, flood 
our foundations and 
leave us wondering 
where God is as we 
suffer? We aren’t 
alone though, be-
cause although each 

of our storms may be different there is a 
healing that can come in the sharing of 
our story with others. All are welcome 
and we look forward to hearing and 
healing with you. 
 

LEGACY GIVING COMES TO CHRIST  
LUTHERAN 

 
We thank God (and you!) for contin-
ued growth in our giving. For long-term 
financial health, we are now looking for 
Legacy Gifts, that is, gifts which contin-
ue into the future. Please consider mak-
ing Christ Lutheran a beneficiary of 
your life insurance policy or will, the re-
cipient of your mandatory IRS contribu-
tion if you're over 70 1/2, or a recipient 
of stock transfers, now available 
through our Ameritrade account. Your 
financial advisor can 
help you think through 
the most exciting ways to 
give  the most significant 
gift to our ministries as 
well as the optimal tax 
benefits for you. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

SUMMER KAYAKING BEGINS! 

 
CLC Mon da y 
night fellowship on 
the water will start 
June 6 and contin-
ue until Labor Day 
(and perhaps be-
yond, as the 
weather is usually 
so good in Sep-
tember).  We 
meet at the Dana 
Point Jet Ski & Kay-
ak Center, 34671 Puerto Place (north 
end of the harbor, closest to Do-
heny), around 5:15 p.m. and are in 
the water and ready to go by 5:30, 
making one circuit of the harbor and 
back by 6:30 p.m. Often, the group 
will go to the Wind & Sea for happy 
hour afterwards.  Kayaks rent for $15 
(single) or $20 (double).  No need 
s ign up ahead; jus t  show 
up!  Questions?  Call or email Judy or 
Norman Franz at 493-3826 or ju-
nofranz@aol.com. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org
mailto:junofranz@aol.com
mailto:junofranz@aol.com

