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We had our first council meeting with new 

members this month. We open council 

meetings with a short Bible Study, usually 

highlighting a spiritual gift of leaders or 

healthy churches. At our first meeting we 

read from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, 

“Not that I have already obtained this or have 

already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own” I asked the council what 

we as a church are “pressing on” toward. 

The same answer was given multiple times: 

“Growth.”  

 
We’d like to grow this church, no doubt. 

Our next council meeting will focus on 

growth, what that looks like, how to sus-

tain it, how to expand our capacities for 

welcoming more people and welcoming 

them well.  

 
Growth isn’t just outward. It’s inner. It’s 

personal and corporate. It brings spiritual 

deepening and new outlooks. During the 

discussion Laura Pephens made a round-

arm gesture of gathering people in. Con-

necting people who are on our margins, 

bringing them into community. That may 

be people who are already worshipping 

with us but aren’t connected. It may mean 

people in our community we could be 

serving better. There was a warmth to 

Laura’s gesture, like a mother hen. It also 

struck me that she held her arms open 

wide. It was more than one person 

could hold. 

 
Church growth needs to be planned care-

fully. If churches expand too quickly you 

burn out resources or people. If you ex-

pand without a plan, you do not anticipate 

needs. If you expand without a clear idea 

of vision, you do not know what you are 

trying to attain. J. Barrett Lee has blogged  

 
“A Growing Church is a Dying Church” 

which sounds frightening, but what he 

means is old things may pass away as new 

things emerge.  

 
To be honest, I do not have a list of items 

on the chopping block. But I suspect my 

leadership style might need some tweak-

ing. I need to share the load a bit more. 
This will require me to plan a little further 

ahead so I can have others help me get 

things done. I need to keep articulating the 

vision so you know where we are headed. 

I need others to also articulate their 

dreams. Many of our best ideas come 

from our members and friends.  

We’re listening. 

 
We may also need to divide assignments 

differently. We may split up responsibilities 
and opportunities in new ways. The coun-

cil named a variety of new jobs, such as 

someone to organize homeless clothes or 

a volunteer coordinator. Council members 

feel called to some of these tasks. Maybe 

you will feel called to some of these tasks. 

There’s a list of new opportunities found 

in this newsletter. We’ll expand and revise 

this list as our ministry expands and chang-

es. And we want your feedback. 

 

We’ll also expand our giving opportunities. 

This newsletter features an article about 

IRA Charitable Rollovers which are very 

exciting. More ways to give will be dis-

cussed in the coming months. We’re 

planning for our future, and we will 

need to include as many people as 

possible. Welcome is too big for any one 

person to hold. 

-Pastor Brenda 

March Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 a.m. & 6 p.m.  

   

Monday in Lent 

4 Types of Christian  

Spirituality 

Sanctuary  (3/14) or  

St. Clements (3/7) 7-

8:30 p.m. 

 

March 8  

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room 1 p.m. 

 

March 25 

Good Friday service 

7 p.m. 

 

March 26 

Easter Egg Hunt 

11 a.m. 

 

March 27 

Easter Services 

6 & 8 a.m. North Beach 

10:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

 

March 29 

Book Club 

Fireside Room -  6 p.m. 

 

March 30 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room -         

5:30 p.m. 

 
Sunday Worship 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

Teach me to feel another’s woe, to hide the fault I see;  

that mercy I to others show, that mercy show to me. Amen. 

Alexander Pope 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Council Corner 

Welcome to Council Corner!  February has been an exciting month. Lent 
started. Council members were installed. We celebrated Valentine’s Day 
and President’s Day. So many new (and old) things to be excited about. 
 
February also saw the first council meeting with the new council.  It was 
quite fun!  New officers were chosen. New ideas were discussed. New 
seats were assigned, just kidding, we don’t really have assigned seats. 
New binders were handed out. That’s right, you heard me, binders! 
 
We also discussed our mission statement and our goals for the coming 
year. One of the council’s first goals is to plan for new growth: spiritual 
growth and economic growth. We hope to see a continued upward 
trend this year. Council also discussed encouraging fellow congregants to 
get more involved; not only with council but with anything they feel 
called to do. We all have gifts; we just need to share them.  
 
The council approved an advertising schedule, proposed by Judy Franz 
and Dellita Kobold (thank you ladies). The schedule allows for a monthly 
CLC ad in the SC Times, DP Times and the Capistrano Dispatch in addition 
to two special ads for Easter and Christmas. 
 
Council meets March 30, 2016 at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room. We en-
courage any and all who want to come.  We might have snacks! God 
bless. 
 
Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Jane Porphir, Sec-
retary; Laura Pephens, Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Donna Vidrine; Pastor Bren-
da Bos 
 
-Shay Arnett, Christ Lutheran Council president 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 

After seeing a photo and caption last year of a    

pastor on Ash Wednesday distributing ashes to    

passers-by on a Los Angeles sidewalk, I imagined 

Pastor Brenda, in clerical garb, doing the same on 

the San Clemente Beach Trail.  So on our recent   

sunny, warm Ash Wednesday morning, Pastor Brenda 

and I smiled and greeted the walkers, runners, and 

bike riders who passed by and she lightly rubbed 

ashes mixed with oil on the foreheads of those who 

requested them.  It is a common Lenten practice but in that magnificent setting, our 

church in the world, at the North Beach entrance to the trail, God touched these 

few people with his presence and love.  It helped them and us prepare our hearts 

and minds for our journey to Good Friday and the Resurrection.  -Betty Buck 
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CLC Book Club 
With the recent passing of Pulitzer Prize winning author    
Harper Lee, our Book Club’s selection for March has    
greater significance than we realized when making the 
choice.  We are reading Go Set a Watchman, published in 
2015, 45 years after Lee’s classic To Kill a Mockingbird.  
Most experts agree that Watchman was the first novel Lee 
submitted to her publisher, told from the point of view of a 
grown-up Scout, and Lee’s editor encouraged her to      
recast the story as told by a young Scout.  That second 
novel was the beloved To Kill a Mockingbird.  The           
manuscript of Watchman was discovered by Lee’s           
attorney in a bank vault between 2011 and 2014.  The     
inspirational character of Atticus Finch receives harsher 

treatment in Watchman, sadly, but readers who love Mockingbird and have 
been intrigued by Harper Lee’s long life out of the spotlight in Monroeville,        
Alabama, will want to read it.  You might want to dust off your copy of  
“Mockingbird” and reread it before the March meeting as well!  We look    
forward to a lively discussion on Tuesday, March 29, 6 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room.  Please bring a dish to share.  All are invited to this fellowship of       
readers! 

 

Quiet 
Reflection 
Sanctuary       February 28, 2016 

Visitors walked the rope labyrinth on the south 
lawn of the church property as part of the medi-
tative practices taught at this semi-annual 
event.  

WELCA Bible Study will meet Tuesday February 9th, in 
the Fireside Room, from 1:00 to 2:30. We invite all CLC 
women to study Paul’s letter encouraging us to live as 
a united community following Christ, as ”Servant-
Shaped Soldiers”.  This winter Bible Study, through April 
is part of a series called Christian Citizenship 101, 
which explores the wonderful book Philippians.  
Please join us! 
 

For more information e-mail Betty Buck at 
edbmeb@cox.net or by calling 493-6179. 

What in the world of WELCA? 
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Do Any of These Opportunities Interest You? 

Volunteer coordinator - Manage signups for beach church, VBS and preschool           

volunteers, office projects and other special events. May need to call or email multiple 

people, or assign others to help with this task. 

Homeless coordinator - Organize clothing and hygiene kits, request new items as   

homeless request them, possibly work with homeless lunch coordinators. 

Hospitality - Take charge of snacks/meals for special 

events like Easter or celebrations (we already have many 

who work on this, but we’re always looking for enthusiastic 

hosts). 

Social director – Like a cruise ship? Plan social events for 

our community 

Community outreach - Create special events for Camino 

Capistrano neighborhood, La Cristianita Preschool         

outreach or other underserved groups. 

Property - Led by Kirk Goodfellow, work on small projects, 

beautification and clean up of our campus. 

Finance - Think through new giving strategies and revenue streams. Lay groundwork for 

endowments and other legacy giving. 

Office volunteer - As special projects come up, spend an hour or two in the office with 

files, papers, mailings, etc. 

Stewardship - Create new campaigns, meet with members, donors or give public        

appeals. 

Website -  Linda Hardy and Debby Boka are doing a great job managing our website. 

Maybe you’d like to create graphics, take photos, help with podcasts, videos, do “tune-

ups” on our content once a month.  

12-step liaison - We are proud of the multiple recovery groups who meet on our       

campus. Occasional checking in with the groups to maintain excellent relationships   

between the church, the groups and our neighborhood. 

Neighborhood watch/San Clemente - Be a representative for Christ Lutheran at local 

neighborhood watch events or San Clemente city events. 

Any other ideas burning inside you?  

Let Pastor Brenda or a member of the council know 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach 

School supplies needed for San Onofre school on base! SC Military Family 

Outreach is currently collecting donations of school supplies for the     

annual drive in support of San Onofre School.  They will be delivered to 

the school the third week of March.  The following items are needed:  

copy paper (8.5x11), crayons, highlighters (any color), dry erase markers, 

8x10 composition notebooks, glue sticks, pencils.  Drop off your             

donations at either service or at the church office by March 13 and the 

Franzes will deliver them to the SCMFO office.  Contact Judy Franz for 

more information (949-493-3826 or junofranz@aol.com).  Thank you! 

Sunrise Service  

6 a.m. at North 

Beach 

8 a.m. at North 

Beach 

10:30 at our  

sanctuary 
 

 

. 

Christ Lutheran Good Friday Pilgrimage 
Join us for a unique outdoor Stations of the Cross at the 

Santiago Retreat Center in  the Cleveland National Forest. 

We’ll meet in the church parking lot at 11a.m. on March 25 

for the 1p.m. departure through a mountain hike. This is a 

uphill one-mile hike, so dress appropriately. 

www.santiagoretreatcenter.org for more details 

 

Traditional service at 7 p.m. in our sanctuary 

JOIN OUR SPECIAL HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday March 26 11 a.m. 

We need adult hosts and filled 

eggs to share with our La Cristi-

anita preschoolers! Bring your 

little ones and your candy! 

INVITE FRIENDS TO OUR WONDERFUL EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
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 MAKING YOUR IRA ROLLOVERS WORK FOR CHRIST LUTHERAN 
Did you know there is a new, easy way to give to Christ Lutheran Church? 
Congress has recently made the IRA charitable rollover permanent. For 
those among us aged 70 ½ or older, you can now donate IRA rollovers di-
rectly to Christ Lutheran Church. It’s important to consult your financial 
advisor, CPA or attorney to determine if this is the right option for you. 
Here’s some interesting bullet points. 

 The law applies only to IRA accounts (either Traditional or Roth). Other 
plans such as 401(k) or 403(b) plans do not qualify. 

 The QCD (Qualified Charitable           
Donations) must be made directly from 
your IRA administrator to your church  or 
other favorite charity. (For those with 
check writing privileges on their IRA   
accounts, this may be the most efficient 
way to make gifts directly from an IRA.)  

 Total IRA rollover gifts are limited to $100,000 per taxpayer per year. If 
married and each spouse has an IRA, then each may gift up to 
$100,000 per year. 

 The gift counts toward your IRA required minimum annual distribu-
tion (RMD). 

 The gift distribution is excluded from your income for both federal and 
California state income tax purposes. Although you cannot deduct the 
gift on your income tax return, the distribution is not reported as in-
come so there is no adverse income tax effect. 

 Retroactive for all of 2015: This legislation reauthorizes this gift option 
retroactively to January 1, 2015.  Therefore, if you directed your IRA ad-
ministrator to make a QCD at any time in 2015 directly from your IRA to 
a charity it will be considered a     charitable rollover gift.  (Note:  The 
distribution will not qualify under this legislation if the IRA owner re-
ceived the distribution and then wrote a check to the charity. Such dis-
tributions are income to the owner, and the owner may then claim an 
itemized charitable deduction for the gift.) 

 Be sure to request a proper IRA gift receipt from our office! And thank 
you! 

Thank you for considering this exciting option for gifting to the future of 
our ministry. 
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From the director… 
 
 This year March is a very busy month for the preschool.  Registration for the 2016/17 school year is just 
about complete and the school is bursting at the seams with families for next year.  We are planning many up-
coming events such as the Trike-A-Thon,  teacher appreciation week, Mother’s Day Tea, Dad’s Night and soon we 
will be preparing for graduation for our friends going on to “big” school next year.    The  crazy Leprechauns will 
visit for St. Patrick’s Day and then we will move right into   Easter...perhaps the most challenging of all Christian 

holiday’s for those of us working with  preschool aged children. 
 As I fill in the calendar for March, my wheels start to spin.  How will I approach Easter here at preschool?  
If Pastor  Brenda asks for my guidance in that, what will I tell her?  In the back of my mind I am reminded of how 
grateful I am that Pastor Brenda is here and how much pressure that takes off of me as we discuss Easter with 
young children .   What do they understand about this event that changed  our lives as Christians?  Obviously, it 
seems inappropriate to teach this age group about Jesus being nailed to a cross , wearing a crown of thorns as  he 
hangs there until he died.. Then do we explain resurrection to kids?  Pastor Brenda will tell you that this part of 
Easter is even hard to explain to adults!  If we think about it, the story is quite gruesome.  What can we give our 

young children that can help them understand the meaning of the holiday yet in a way they can handle? 
 I think the meaning of the story for our young children is to focus on forgiveness.  They all can relate to 
making a bad choice.  So lets talk about learning from bad choices, talk about unconditional love like the love we 
receive from our parents and family, and even more the unconditional love God has for us. God loved us so much 
God sent His only son to live and die among us.  He wants to forgive the fact that we make bad choices now and 
then and wants us to learn from those experiences.  I don’t know of a greater sacrifice to prove unconditional love 
than the story of Easter.  To help all of us better understand the story from a preschoolers perspective, we will be 

having a chapel service as part of our Easter Egg Hunt on March 26 and Pastor Brenda will explain it to all of us! 
 This March, as we move through the craziness of planning for next year, events, holidays, Leprechauns, 
and Easter I encourage you to model unconditional love for your children.  Be reminded that it is so important for us 
to teach Easter beyond the eggs, the basket and the bunny.  It is about a love so deep that nothing, not even 
death, can destroy it.  At my house, with my kids, we say “I love you beyond the moon and back”, a phrase similar 
to that used in the children’s book The Kissing Hand..  What do you tell your children to help them realize the un-
conditional love you have for them?  Take the time this month to move beyond telling them, show them.  Read an 
extra story at night, hold hands as you walk on the beach, laugh a little more than usual, play a board game, let 
them help make dinner, .have your actions speak louder then your words.  Your time with them will show them and 

let them feel your unconditional love more than any gift ever could.   
 
Happy Easter! 
Leigh Ann Downie- Economy 
Director 
 
 

La Cristianita Preschool 

March 2016 News 

35522 Camino Capistrano  

San Clemente, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405, Preschool (949) 496-2621, Church 

Leigh Ann Downie-Economy,  Director 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 
LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 
35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 
CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  
949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 
 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 
 

949. 496. 1405 
 

Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Teddy Macker, “A Poem for My Daughter” 
 

It seems we have made pain 
some kind of mistake,  
like having it  
is somehow wrong 
 

Don’t let them fool you –  
Pain is a part of things. 
 

But remember, dear Ellie, 
the compost down in the field; 
if the rank and dank and dark 
are handled well, not merely discarded 
but turned and known and honored, 
they one day come to beds of rich earth 
home even to the most delicate rose. 

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
 

 

 
Rev. Kevin 

Strickland, 

Assistant 

to the  

Presiding  

Bishop for 

Worship 

presides 

over  

eucharist 

on the 

beach  

February 

21, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Monday, March 7 & 14 
4 Types of Christian Spirituality 
March 7 at St. Clement’s by the Sea, 
March 14 in our Church Sanctuary 7-
8:30 p.m. 
 
Friday, March 25 
Good Friday  
11 a.m. meet to travel to Santiago 
Retreat Center for outdoor Stations 
of the Cross 
7 p.m. Sanctuary service 
 
Sunday, March 27 
Easter Sunday 
6 a.m. Sunrise 
8 a.m. North Beach 
10:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

Save The Date! 

Hugh Shurtleff Memorial 

Hugh, a long-time member of Christ 

Lutheran, passed away on Feb. 

22nd at the age of 97. A celebra-

tion of his life will be held at The 

Fountains Club House in Dana Point 

on March 12th at 11 a.m. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

