
Pastor’s Message 

“And Jesus called his twelve 
together and began sending 
them out, two by two…” Mark 
6:7 

“When you go out into the 
world, watch for traffic, hold 
hands and stick together.” 
Robert Fulghum, “All I Real-
ly Need to Know I Learned in 
Kindergarten 

Dear ones,  

This year I want to highlight 
an indication of congregation-
al health: partnerships. All 
churches, but especially one 
of our size, sustain more vi-
brant ministries by working 
with partners. Let me remind 
you who we worked with this 
year: 

La Cristianita Preschool  
(VBS, bonfire on beach, East-
er egg hunt), St. Clement’s-
by-the-Sea (Laundry Love 
and special worship services), 
Palisades United Methodist, 
San Clemente Presbyterian, 
St. Andrew’s United Meth-
odist, Our Savior’s Luther-
an (special worship and ser-

vice projects and educational 
events), Heritage Fellowship  
(homeless lunches), Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day-Saints, San Clemente 
(Christmas concert). 

Family Assistance Minis-
tries (Hunger Walk, Adopt-a-
Family, variety of volunteer 
opportunities, food collec-
tion), San Clemente Military 
Family Outreach (Mary’s 
Feast, Baby shower, variety 
of volunteer and donation op-
portunities) 

And here are organizations 
we hope to partner with in the 
coming year: 

La Cristianita Preschool - 
youth programs and events 

I-Hope – shower ministries 

St. Edward’s the Confessor, 
South Shores Church, Capo 
Beach Church, Gloria Dei 
Lutheran, Mercy House, 
FAM, I-Hope – Saturday 
morning homeless outreach 

City of Dana Point – Home-
less task force 
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South Orange County 
faith leaders – homeless 
advocacy 

Possible senior ministries 
and youth ministries with a 
variety of partners 

I also believe we will 
strengthen partnerships 
among ourselves. Our 
council is working to cre-
ate better structures for 
planning events and sup-
porting ministries. We are 
planning more social 
events with worshippers 
from both services as well 
as preschool families. 
WELCA is changing their 
format to include more 
people. Bible studies are 
considering field trips and 
educational events to wel-
come more members and 
our legacy planning team 
will work with us to pro-
mote healthier finances.   

Understanding that we are 
stronger together, that we 
need outside input, that we 
can and should support 
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Several of this month’s articles also appeared in some form in our annual report.  



 

- Pastor Brenda Bos 
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each other and receive sup-
port, are important next 
steps for the strength of our 
congregation.  

Jesus sent his followers out in 
groups of two, knowing they 
would need each other to min-
ister effectively. We will do 
the same this year, working 

closely together to serve 
God’s people and strength-
en our own faith. Thank 
you for following Jesus’ 
call! 

 

care for people. Over 30% of 
our congregation are actively 
involved in our homeless 
lunch and Laundry Love, ei-
ther showing up at the events 
or making food and giving 
clothing. These numbers are a 
wonderful indication of our 
health. We take care of those 
in our congregation and those 
outside of it.  And really, isn’t 
that why we are all here? 

 
All of our small groups are 
running smoothly; Bible stud-
ies, book club, flying solo, 
WELCA, homeless lunch, 
SCMFO, FAM, Ask, Thank 
& Tell. Between our outreach 
ministries and these small 
groups, over half our congre-
gation are participating. This 
is a terrific level of engage-
ment. I hope that you all real-
ize, you are invited to every-
thing all the time. Please 
don’t wait for a formal invita-
tion. Additionally, if you 
have an idea for a new small 
group, don’t be shy! 

Council Corner    
  

The Annual Congregational 
Meeting is a time, at least for 
me, to look back on the last 
year and assess how it 
went.  Did we meet our 
goals? Did we completely 
mess everything up? Did we 
make a difference, either big 
or small? Maybe it’s just that 
I have been on council for 4 
years, but these questions cir-
cle in my head or maybe it’s 
just that I have to write this 
article…either way...Good 
news!  We had a great year! 

We now count just under 90 
people in active participation 
in our congregation. This 
number has grown steadily 
over the past three years. The 
best news is seeing young 
families among us on Sunday 
mornings. They are filling us 
with new ideas! 

Spiritually, things are going 
very well. The Holy Spirit is 
doing his/her work and mov-
ing among us.  We feed peo-
ple, we clothe people, we 

Financially, CLC is doing 
better than expected. Our 
expenses were down a tad 
and our giving continues to 
increase. In 2017 giving was 
almost $20,000 higher than 
2016 (a 12.1% increase), 
and 2016 ended with a 
$50,000 year-end gift. 2017 
gifts were $42,689 larger 
than 2015 for an increase of 
32%.  It is amazing what 
our “little” church is capable 
of. I really cannot wait to 
see what 2018 brings! 

-Shay Arnett 

Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Laura Pephens, Treas-
urer; Ken Gilliland; Lynn McKenrick; Kathy Hartl, Pastor Brenda Bos 
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La Cristianita Preschool  

2017 was a year of mixed 
emotions for La Cristianita 
Preschool.  In May we lost 
Linda Murray to her battle 

with cancer.  Linda had been a 
vital part of our school and 
Christ Lutheran Church for 
over 30 years. We celebrated 
Linda’s life with a wonderful 
celebration on the preschool 
playground that consisted of 
Hawaiian dancers, food from 
Hapa J’s (Linda’s favorite res-
taurant), crafts for kids and a 
live butterfly release.  Linda’s 
family and friends joined our 
preschool family for the event 
and we felt so blessed that we 
were able to honor her with all 
of her favorite things.  We 
were also sad to see Shelby 
Reynolds resign from her 
teaching position after 15 
years.  Shelby’s family situa-
tion was calling for her to 
have more time at home with 
her kids.  We are happy that 
Shelby is continuing to sub for 
us so we are still seeing her 
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here around the preschool 
some. 
Teaching for us this year are 
Luisana Gomez, Susan 
Ward, Helen Smith, Chris 
Ontiveros, Kayli Berutich, 
Becky Johnshoy-Rasor, Ab-
by Campos, Veronica Bara-
jas, Janel Morford, and Jen-
na Powers.  We have also 
been truly blessed with vol-
unteers: Thank you to all of 
the parents who participated 
with the PAC Committee.  
PAC raised over $4000 at 
our trike-a-thon, Approxi-

mately $3500 at the fall car-
nival, and approximately 
$1800 at our Family First 
dinners around the commu-
nity.  They provided our 
staff with beautiful break-
fast and luncheons through 
out the year, the room par-
ents were a big help to all of 
our teachers, and this group 
has really offered our school 
so many amazing opportu-

nities! What a HUGE suc-
cess this committee has be-
come! And to Laura Pe-
phens for the giving of time 
and talents as our book 
keeper.  We also thank Pas-
tor Brenda and the CLC 
Council for their endless 
support of everything we 
do. 

As we enter 2018, we ask 
God’s continued blessing on 
our school, staff and their 
families. Our family of faith 
is working together to con-
tinue God’s work and hope 
to share many of His bless-
ings throughout our commu-
nity.  Thank you for sharing 
God’s grace with us.  

Peace and love, 

Leigh Ann Downie-
Economy 
Director 



about an An unrepentant 
aristocrat Bolshevik Russia 
circa 1922.  Rostov, a man 
who experienced no limits 
in his life,  has just been 
sentenced to house arrest 
in the Metropol, a grand 
hotel across the street from 
the kremlin. Now, sen-
tenced to a life in a tiny 
attic, he must  watch, but 
not participate in, the 
changing world around 
him.  

Join us on February 20 at 6 
PM (Great reviews, friends 
have read it already and 
loved it—can’t wait!) 

Finally we jump ahead to 
March’s good read  

"The Death of Bees” by 
Lisa O’Donnell —A com-
ing-of-age story with a 
grisly twist. Marnie and 

her little sister Nelly must 
cover up their parents sud-
den death so they will not 
be taken in by the state and 
separated in a Glasgow 
working class neighbor-
hood.  “The Death of 
Bees” takes a hard look at 
life and how it tries to 
break us down while high-

lighting the 
love and sup-
port the two 
sisters share.  
We will meet 
March 20 at 6 
Pm for pot-
luck and dis-
cussion.   

Join us for great discus-
sions, lots of laughs and 
yummy potluck! 
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“I love our little book club,” 
said Kathie Smith as we de-
parted after our gathering in 
December (when we did a 
round-the-table read of “The 
Christmas Story” (the book 
the classic movie was based 
on).   And that’s how we all 
feel about this fellowship of 
readers!  Almost every 
month last year, 6 to 12 book 
lovers  met to talk about 
books we’d selected 
(everyone gets to suggest a 
book).  

For Febru-
ary, our 
good read is 
a “A Gentle-
man in Mos-
cow” by 
Amor 
Towles—  

A story 

Events 

The Women 
of the 
ELCA have 
begun a 
brave new 
adventure! 
We will be 
using “The 
Artist’s 

Rule” by Christine Valters 
Painter to explore our spir-
itual lives and our creative 

WELCA—Women Get Creative 

spirits. We are a small 
group of women who meet 
monthly to chat, snack and 
try a variety of contempla-
tive practices. We will pray 
and read scripture and do 
some creative writing. 
Please join us Wednesday, 
February 28 at 1pm in the 
Fireside Room for all kinds 
of refreshing.  

CLC Book Club is “Back in the USSR” 
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By, Judy Franz 

What a 
fun after-
noon was 
had by 
all—
military 
moms-to-
be, mili-
tary dads, 
other 

guests and volunteers—at the 
2018 San Clemente Military 
Family Outreach Baby Show-
er on January 27, at St. An-
drew’s by the Sea Methodist 
Church, where SCMFO has its 
office.  “It is our honor to give 
you a shower like you would 
have had at home,” said Baby 
Shower chair Judy Franz to 
the assembled guests.  “We 
want you to leave here with 
your hearts and arms full and 
better prepared for your ex-
pected little ones.”  

Every mom-to-be received a 
layette, lovingly wrapped in 
quilts made by the Surfside 
Quilters Guild in San Clemen-
te (“Wow,” said one of the 
guests, amazed at the personal 
attention given to the gifts at 
the shower) and afghans cro-
cheted by friends of SCMFO, 
a big gift (car seats, high 
chairs, strollers, you name it!), 
books, stuffed animals, gift 
bags for new moms from the 
Orange County Women’s 
Medical Group, baby outfits 
in addition to those in their 
layettes (babies grow, you 

grateful for everything you 
have done for us and help-
ing us in this time of need,” 
wrote Michelle Perrow in a 

thank you card. 

The event was catered by 
Stephanie Harrelson (No 
Small Potatoes Catering) 
who attends Palisades 
Methodist and has a real 
heart for supporting mili-
tary families.  She and her 
crew provided the best 
comfort food ever!  We had 
a crowd of 78 and no one 
left hungry! 

Thank you to all the amaz-
ing volunteers who made 
the day possible!  SCMFO 
is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion, so we couldn’t do any 
events or accomplish any-
thing without your help.   

A special thank you to 
those from Christ Lutheran 
who contributed in many 
ways, starting with those 
who attended and/or sup-
ported Mary’s Feast in ear-
ly December when almost 
everything included in the 
layettes at the shower were 

know!), and prizes for the 
shower games played (Baby 
BINGO, “Draw a Baby”—
hilarious, and “Don’t Say Ba-
by”—very tough at a baby 
shower!).  Each mom also 
received a flash drive with 
lullaby music, provided by 
Daneen Pysz of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran who also led our 
Lullaby Sing (great singing 
by many dads!). 

Among comments from the 
military family guests:  “This 
was my first ever baby show-
er,” said Stacy Asarf who has 
a one-year-old son (who at-
tended, along with her hus-

band, Amos).  “Thank you so 
much for doing this and in-
viting me,” said Justina 
Smith.  “Do you have other 
events my wife can attend,” 
asked Joshua Fawbush, hus-
band of Ashleigh Friends, 
“because I’ll be deploying a 
month after our baby is born 
and I want to know she has 
people who care about 
her.”  He was assured that 
SCMFO would be there for 
his wife while he’s 
away.  “My family is super 

SCMFO “Showers” Militiary Moms-to-be 

CLC Shepherds in Review 
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CLC Shepherds in Review 

donated, continuing with 
those who helped assemble 
layettes (Wendy Thurn, 
Louise Gilliam), provided 
gifts and donations for the 
shower (Mary Monasmith, 
Wendy, Linda Hardy, Brid-
get Callahan, Kathy 
Meairs) and volunteered at 
the event (Lois Faist, Nor-
man Franz, Gina Rambeau 
(my daughter).  A special 
shout out to Church Coun-

Homeless Updates—From San Clemente and Dana Point 

The City of Dana Point has 
asked local faith leaders to 
coordinate better homeless 
ministries in town. Pastor 
Brenda has been convening 
a weekly meeting of pastors 
and service providers like 
FAM, I-Hope, Welcome Inn 
and Mercy House to collab-
orate and coordinate some 
of our outreach ministries. 
We will start a Saturday 
morning feeding program at 
San Felipe de Jesus in Feb-
ruary and are looking for 
volunteers to sit with our 
guests during breakfast, get-
ting to know them better 
and, in time, help connect 
them to much-needed ser-
vices. We are modeling this 
program after LOTS (Life 
on the Streets) which is a 
similar program in Costa 
Mesa who has housed many 
people.  

San Clemente Chief of Po-

Pastor Brenda appreciated 
the challenge to encourage 
our friends to be good citi-
zens, in whatever capacity 
they can, and always offer 
additional services, which, 
in our setting, may be to 
connect them with FAM.   

What can you do? Pray. Ed-

ucate your neighbors about 

the humanity of the home-

less, reminding them not all 

are chronic addicted men-

tally ill. Some are, and need 

a higher level of compas-

sion. Some are homeless 

vets, homeless children, 

women leaving domestic 

violence. Consider volun-

teering at FAM or at the 

new Saturday program. 

Make a donation to local 

homeless services, includ-

ing our Shepherd’s Fund.  

lice Services Mike Peters 
met with residents on 
Wednesday, January 24 and 
pastors on the 25th to dis-
cuss strategies to live more 
effectively with local home-
less. The Chief outlined the 
legal limitations on arrest-
ing homeless for vagrancy 
or even public drunkenness. 
He did encourage the public 
to call 911 when they feel 
unsafe and let the sheriffs 
deal with “bad actors”. He 
reminded us again it is not 
illegal to be homeless and 
asked the faith community 
to use our relationships with 
the local homeless to ask 
them to “reduce their foot-
print”, that is, clean up their 
trash and be mindful of 
public behavior. While we 
at Christ Lutheran have a 
great deal of compassion 
for the struggles which 
made most of our homeless 
friends live on the street, 

Layette makers included 
members Louise Gilliam and 
Wendy Thurn, shown here 
with SCMFO board mem-
bers Mary Jayne Bellamy 
and Carol Whiteside. 
CLC volunteers at the Baby 
shower included Gina Ram-
beau (Judy Franz’s daugh-
ter), Daneen Pysz, Lois 
Faist, Tina Inglish and Judy.  
Others in the photo are 
SCMFO board members and 
military wives and mom. 

cil Member Lynn 
McKendrick’s 92-year old 
Aunt Betty Ellison in Visa-
lia who made a beautiful 
yellow afghan for the show-
er! 

Images from left to right:  
One of the cutest couples at 
the shower, posing with their 
layette:  Ashleigh Friends 
and her husband, Josiah 
Fawbush. 

….Continued from pg. 5 
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CLC Shepherds in Review 

Christ Lutheran continues to 
work closely with Heritage 
Fellowship for the monthly 
homeless lunch at Bonita 
Canyon Park. Almost 25% 
of our congregation supports 
this ministry. Special thanks 
to Louise Gilliam, Bridget 
Callanan and Paula Dismuke 
for coordinating the lunches 
and the many people who 
bring and distribute food. 
The homeless lunch is an 
excellent entry point to get 
involved! 

Warren and Wendy Thurn 
and Rose Ambrosanio work 
throughout the week to 
bring local homeless person-
al items and food.  

Pastor Brenda is a member 
of a Dana Point task force 
working to create a Saturday 
morning gathering for food 
and social services. She is 
also convening a South Or-
ange County Faith Leaders’ 

out that they were actually 
finding places to live for 
their clients.  They seemed 
to be very organized in 
their vision, so I decided to 
volunteer at their showers 
in hopes of applying some 
of their techniques in San 
Clemente.   

 I have realized that there is 
a lot of  pushback from the 
community in regard to 
helping the homeless, but I 
feel so good about all we've 
done together. Like any-
thing that is worthwhile, 
there will be obsta-
cles.  With the help of God, 
our commitment and a clear 
vision, we can overcome 
these difficulties.  So, I’m 
hoping to continue to hear 
from the congregation 
about their thoughts and 
what they'd like to do to 
contribute.” 

Forum, working with local 
governments to combat sev-
eral issues surrounding 
homelessness. 

Kirk Goodfellow is explor-
ing new partnerships with 
the I-Hope shower ministry, 
Welcome Inn and Clothing 
the Homeless out of Irvine. 
He writes,  

“Having spent time at the 
homeless park feed in San 
Clemente, I decided to re-
search other homeless activ-
ities which were taking 
place in our community.  I 
went to a feed at Doheny 
State Park put on by Wel-
come Inn and I met some 
people from a group called I
-Hope, who were doing 
case management. They 
provide toiletries and edu-
cation about other services 
to the homeless and they 
offer portable showers on 
Saturdays.  I came to find 

Homeless Ministries 

Meet Cheryl Hopper: Our New Council Member 

We have voted in Cheryl 
Hopper as a new council 
member! Cheryl has lived 
in San Clemente for over 
40 years and has been very 
involved in this communi-
ty.  There have been many 
evenings spent in City 
Council meetings, serving 
on various committees that 
address bringing more ser-

vices to our city and volun-
teering at local nonprofits 
that assist individuals who 
need help. She wandered 
into Christ Lutheran 
Church on Easter Sunday 
in 2016 and was so warmly 
welcomed that she didn’t 
leave.  
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Legacy Planning 

Did you receive a gift for 
Christmas that you did not 
need? Did you re-gift it to 
someone else? Re-gifting, 
once frowned upon, has be-
come an acceptable practice 
in recent years.  

Re-gifting has always been 
acceptable to God. When 

-gift to the church without 
reducing your gifts to your 
loved ones. You will also 
learn ways to reduce estate 
costs and at the same time, 
be able to provide for min-
istries for which you have a 
passion.  

For further information 
about creating your gift 
plan, contact:  Lisa Hig-
genbotham at: 805-910-
5048 or li-
sa.higginbotham@elca.org 
or Greg Shepherd at: 909-
910-6823 or gshep-
herd@lsssc.org. 

blessed by God with more 
gifts than we need, He asks 
us to share those gifts with 
others and especially those 
in need. We also have the 
opportunity to joyfully 
leave a final planned legacy 
gift through our estate to 
our loved ones as well as to 
the continued work of 
God’s church.  

We call this type of re-
gifting, planned giving. 
With the help of our con-
gregation’s gift planners, 
Lisa Higginbotham and 
Greg Shepherd, you will be 
shown ways that you can re

Re-Gifting 

Welcome Greg Shepherd and Lisa Higginbotham to Our 
2018 Ministry Team 

Greg and Lisa have begun 
working with our newly 
formed legacy planning team.  
Greg is currently the Vice 
President of Development for 
Lutheran Social Services of 
Southern California, and for-
merly the ELCA Foundation 
Regional Gift Planner for 
nine years. Prior to working 
for the ELCA, Greg worked 
in the financial services in-
dustry for more than twenty-
five years. 

 Greg is married with 
four adult children and eleven 
grandchildren.  Greg’s pas-
sion is his work for the 

church and golf.  He and his 
wife, Narcisa, enjoy attend-
ing musicals, traveling to-
gether and hiking.   

 Lisa Higginbotham is 
privileged and honored to 
be a resource for us as the 
current Regional Gift Plan-
ner for ELCA Foundation 
representing Pacifica and 
Southwest Synods.  Prior to 
working with ELCA, she 
successfully ran her own 
professional practice as a 
financial advisor with 
Thrivent Financial, special-
izing in retirement and lega-
cy planning.  She has 

worked in financial services 
for 25 years.  Lisa’s pas-
sions are all family cen-
tered, dedicating her per-
sonal time to her husband, 
children and communi-
ty.  When not on a church 
campus, you can find her 
cooking for family, garden-
ing,  or raising monarch 
butterflies. 

mailto:lisa.higginbotham@elca.org
mailto:lisa.higginbotham@elca.org
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 40 Ideas for Lent     

  

This year, as a Lenten practice, “add” something new, rather than giving up something. And 
as you do these things, take a moment to thank God for giving you this opportunity, and ask 
God what God wants you to learn from it. God bless your Lenten journey! 

1. Compliment a stranger 
2. Adopt a pet 
3. Drink more water 
4. Read a book by a person of color or a young person 
5. Read a classic novel you’ve always wanted to read 
6. Call a high school friend 
7. Walk a mile every day (or a block or 2 miles, whatever would be challenging) 
8. Pray a new way – sit in a different place, walk, try silent meditation 
9. Forgive someone 
10. Sing in the car 
11. Clean out a closet 
12. Stop gossiping 
13. Throw out 40 unused items in 40 days 
14. Donate. Clothes, money, volunteer hours, an old car 
15. Write a short story 
16. Write a letter to a dead parent or friend 
17. Write a love letter to yourself 
18. Meet a neighbor 
19. Invite someone to Easter service 
20. Journal every day for 40 days 
21. Think of 3 things you are grateful for every day 
22. Talk less, smile more (From the musical, “Hamilton”!) 
23. Thank your mailman or delivery people 
24. Eat a fruit or vegetable at every meal 
25. Read poetry 
26. Go to a museum 
27. Take the train somewhere 
28. Watch less television 
29. Take a boat ride 
30. Buy new socks for yourself. Buy a pair for someone else while you’re at it 
31. Write thank you notes every Sunday. Or every day. 
32. Try a daily devotional on your phone, online or by book 
33. Pay cash for everything for a day or a week or a month 
34. Give up Starbucks for a month and donate that money to a charity you admire 
35. Clean out your refrigerator 
36. Clean out your garage. Or pay a nice kid to help you clean out your garage. 
37. Read a biography on someone you admire. Or someone you’ve never understood 
38. Read an entire book of the Bible, maybe in one sitting 
39. Create something worthwhile. This might be as simple as an omelet. 
40. Take deep breaths at least once an hour 
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We updated our website!!  
Please check in out at: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Help others find us, review us on  YELP! 
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 

   CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

*Worship Services:  

  8:00 AM at North beach;  
  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

Acupuncture+ 5:30-7:00 PM 

Yoga             8 AM and 5 PM 

Spiritual Practice to be held in the Sanctuary 

February 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 

Yoga 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4* 

 

5 

 

6** 

 

7 

 
 

8 

Yoga 

9 

 

10 

 

11* 
Christian Motz 
Memorial 9 AM 
North Beach 

12 

 

13**  
Acupuncture+  

 

14 
Ash Wednesday  
12 Pm & 6 PM 

 

15 

Yoga 

16 

 

17 

18* 
First Sunday of 
Lent  
 

19 

 

20** 

Book Club 
6PM 

21 
 - Spiritual Practice 
7:30 AM   
 - Laundry Love 
2:00-5:00 PM 
 - “Jesus in the 
Movies” 6 PM 

22 

Yoga 

23 24 
 

25* 
 

26 27 

Acupuncture+ 

28 
 - Spiritual Practice 
7:30 AM   
- WELCA—1 PM 
 - Council Meeting  
5 PM  
 - “Jesus in the 
Movies” 6 PM 
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