
our budget.  

And this year I asked us to see 
our church as more than Sun-
day. We want to serve our 
neighbors. We want to expand 
our care and influence in the 
neighborhood. And I drew a pic-
ture of a church which does that 
during the week, with feeding 
programs, Laundry Love, day-to
-day experiences with our 
friends and neighbors. Now the 
building is open for yoga classes 
and meditation and acupuncture. 
Services for the community. Bi-
ble studies continue, and let’s 
not forget our wonderful five-
day-a-week preschool. 

Sunday morning worship will 
always be important. I think of it 
as a filling station – a place to 
recharge and be reminded of 
God’s love in our lives. Refilled 
with God’s promises, we go 
back out into the world. Of 
course we are not just believers 
on Sunday morning, our faith is 
lived every day.  And so our in-
fluence in the world will contin-
ue to expand beyond Sunday 
worship. 

We will continue to use Bible 
study and intentional prayer to 
guide us. We will continue to 
listen to the ideas which come 
up in individual people. We will 
continue to respect our differ-
ences and concerns, as they also 
shape our mission.  

We do not need to reinvent the 
wheel. We will continue to seek 
existing programs with whom to 
partner. We will continue to 
build relationships with other 
churches and organizations as 
we serve the world. I met with 
County Supervisor Lisa Bart-
lett’s staff last week to start a 
faith-leaders’ coalition in Or-
ange County to fight homeless-
ness. We will be encouraged by 
becoming “more than one 
church” in the ministries we do.  

How wonderful to live in a 
“more than” world instead of a 
“less than” world. This idea of 
abundance and generosity is tru-
ly God’s hope for God’s people. 
Thank you for sharing this vi-
sion. 

“More Than”… This is a 
phrase which has such positive 
imagery. Paul tells us we are 
“more than conquerors through 
Christ Jesus who loves 
us” (Romans 8:37). Groups 
which are working well are said 
to be “more than the sum of 
their parts”. When we are satis-
fied, we often say we have 
“more than enough”. 

After this Sunday’s congrega-
tional meeting, a few members 
came up to me and summarized 
what I had said: “We are more 
than Sunday!” Although I had 
not planned that to be the mes-
sage, I realized it was exactly 
right. My vision for the future 
of Christ Lutheran is to be more 
than Sunday. We are more than 
a group who worships together. 
We are a church who is active 
throughout the week. 

At my first congregational 
meeting three years ago, I 
asked us to see ourselves as 
more than Beach Church. Last 
year I asked us to see ourselves 
as more than our bottom line. 
Let’s stop defining ourselves by 

FEBRUARY 2017 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Inside this issue: 

Pastor’s Message 1 

Council Corner 2 

WELCA / Book Club 3 

Mary’s Feast / SCMFO 4 

Laundry Love / Holiday Help 5 

Calendar / CLC News 6 

Pastor’s Message 

La Cristianita Preschool 
35522 Camino Capistrano, San Clemente, CA 92672 

CLC 949.496.2621 / LCP 949.496.1405 

-Pastor Brenda Bos 

We’re Online! 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

FB: www.facebook.com/
christlutheransc 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-
lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 

Instagram: christlutheransc 

Email: Secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com 



 

Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Laura Pephens, Treas-
urer; Ken Gilliland; Lynn McKenrick; Kathy Hartl, Pastor Brenda Bos 

Council Corner                 

  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH PAGE 2 

-Shay Arnett 

Welcome to Council Corner!  
Welcome to 2017!  I hope 
you all enjoyed the fanfare 
of New Year’s Eve, the in-
auguration of a new presi-
dent and the meteorological 
phenomenon known as rain! 
So far, it’s been an astonish-
ing year! And it’s only Janu-
ary. I can’t tell you what the 
year holds, but I can tell you 
what council has been up to. 
 
During our regular meeting, 
council approved a 2% tui-
tion increase for LCP. This 
keeps the tuition rates in line 
with salary increases while 
remaining competitive in 
San Clemente. As always, 
the preschool is doing an 
amazing job. It remains at 
90% capacity and 98% hap-
py (I was going to say 
100%, but that seems pre-
sumptuous).  
 
We also discussed Blood 
Drive dates, Spring Boutique 
dates and tree trimming.  I 
know that it’s ridiculously 
exciting, but just calm down, 
I promise to share all of the 
information with you. The 
semi-annual blood drive will 
take place March 28th 
(unless we decide to change 
it). The spring boutique, 

budget that we passed 3 
years ago was $80K deficit, 
I think it’s pretty awesome!  
 
In addition to the monetary 
giving, I feel that I must 
mention the volunteer hours 
that CLC congregants put 
in. After a very scientific 
study (ok, Pastor added it 
up in her head), we conclud-
ed that 1400 volunteer hours 
are given to CLC and out-
reaches like FAM, homeless 
lunch, Laundry Love and 
San Clemente Military 
Family Outreach. That 
equals $38,626.00 in volun-
teer wages (according to in-
dependentsector.org’s esti-
mate of $27.59 per hour for 
a California volunteer). That 
is quite special. We are 
quite special. We should all 
be proud! 
 
Our next council meeting is 
February 22, 2017 at 5:30 
pm in the Fireside Room. 
We encourage any and all 
who want to come.  I might 
bring chocolate covered 
strawberries!  God bless. 
 
 

which will be a giant parking 
lot sale from local vendors, 
will take place on May 6th 
(again, unless we decide to 
change it). And the tree trim-
ming will take place after the 
trees bloom. 
 
There was also minor discus-
sions about council member 
elections, synod assembly 
attendance and the annual 
congregational meeting 
(should we have snacks?).  
 
What great news we heard at 
that meeting, am I right?  
First off, there was cake!  
More importantly (even over 
cake), a heartfelt Thank You 
to the anonymous donor of 
$50,000.00. What a glorious 
and blessed gift.  Thank you! 
Thank you! You know who 
you are! Thank you also to 
Kathy Hartl and Lynn 
McKenrick for agreeing to 
serve on council. It really is 
fun.  
 
After all of the business was 
attended to, we learned that 
giving was $35,000 above 
our annual estimates and that 
our budget deficit for next 
year is only $35k. After 
reading that - it sounds ab-
surd, but considering the 
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La Cristianita Preschool 

From the Director: 

Written for the blog...  

Wonderoakblog     January bought  our world a whole variety of emotions and opinions.  It is im-
portant that we remember that while we may not talk politics with our young children, they hear 
and take in much more than we can imagine.  I thought this was perfect for this month!                                                                                                                                                                                        
To My Kids,                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Some people will say that the world is a scary, scary place. Some people will say that there’s no hope and 
that the future is dark and bleak.                                                                                                                                                                         
 My dear ones, don’t pay attention. There are things that are awful, and terrible, and sad, but there is also 
always HOPE and there is always GOOD.  You have the tools already printed in your heart. You have love, mercy, 
compassion, generosity, and kindness. You have ambition and courage, and a radical sense of justice…and that is 
exactly what is needed. You are not helpless to bring goodness and light to the world; you are well equipped.                                                             
 Fear will tell you that it isn’t enough, and that there is nothing that can be done. It will say that you are 
helpless and a victim to fate. It isn’t true, my loves. The world is your canvas. Make your mark on it with creativi-
ty, compassion, and  purpose…and I promise that you (and it) will never be the same.                                                                                                       
 The world is still very, very beautiful because it is full of people, people who have greatness inside of 
them. We must  always be believers in people.  No act of kindness is too small to matter. Every single time you 
make the decision to love instead of hate, to embrace instead of judge…it matters. Don’t let anyone ever tell you 
differently. When I overheard you lose your    temper with your sister, and tell her to “Move over!” and then quick-
ly apologize saying, “I’m sorry, I shouldn’t have talked to you like that.” That mattered. When you took ten dollars 
from your savings and left it in the tip jar for a barista, that mattered. It mattered very, very much.  When you share 
your toys and invite someone who is left out to play…it always matters.                                                                                                                                                                                               
 Remember: love is always more powerful than evil.                                                                                                                 
 You aren’t better than anybody; no matter their choices, their ethnicity, their grades or their looks. Nobody. 
The way we love God is to love people. All of the people. Not in a huge overwhelming way – but in the way of 
loving those in front of us – at the coffee shops or at school. The way of being kind and generous. The way of look-
ing at the world with eyes wide open, and giving to causes that make a dent in global needs like hunger and clean 
water.                                                                       

 Sometimes you might feel like floating through life, and giving up on caring. I get that, I feel like that too 
sometimes- it’s hard to keep caring. The thing is though, without caring and giving, and offering your strength – 
you will be bored. You need to have purpose that is bigger than just yourself…and you do.                                                                                          
 There are a lot of things happening right now that are violent and hateful. Our hearts are sick and grieved, 
and it is good to cry. Sometimes we can’t fix it, and there is nothing to say that will make those in Orlando, or Min-
neapolis, or Dallas, or France, or Sandy Hook’s hurt feel better, but what we can do is look at ourselves and ask:                                                      

 Who am I going to be? What am I going to do to make the world a better place? How am I going to be a 
person that calls out the good and the strength inside of others?                                                                                                                                           
 Who you are matters. What you invest into this world matters. When I look into your eyes, I see all that is 
good. I see a brightness and an innocence. I see passion and fire and someone who will not easily be pushed down 
or quieted. I see someone who loves well, and who cares about others’ needs.  I am proud of you, and I think that 
what you have is just what is needed to call this world a very beautiful and wonderful place.                                                                                                                                                                                                
 So here’s what we are going to do this week:  We are going to bake pies and take them to houses on our 
street (your choice). We are going to paint beautiful art pieces and send them to a loved one who is suffer-
ing from a tragic loss. We are going to look for an act of kindness we can do for someone we don’t know, and 
then talk about it in the evening around the dinner table.   We are going to read together about people in other 
countries (or our own) who don’t have enough like we do. Who don’t have clean water, or enough food or educa-
tion or homes – and after we learn we are going to pull together our money and send it to them.* $1.00, $10.00…
however small, it all matters.                                                                                                                          

 Because, my loves, we matter and what we do matters. Don’t you ever believe for one precious second that 
this world is more scary than it is still good. I know this because of the gold you have inside you.  We matter.   
 God Bless!  Leigh Ann  



In February, the CLC Book 

Club is reading “News of 

the World” by Paulette 

Jiles.  Here’s the description 

from Amazon about this 

National Book Award Final-

ist:  

“In the aftermath of the Civ-

il War, an aging itinerant 

news reader agrees to 

transport a young captive of 

the Kiowa back to her peo-

ple in this exquisitely ren-

dered, morally complex, 

multilayered novel of his-

torical fiction from the     

Study, provided by the na-
tional magazine “Gather”. In 
February we will be continu-
ing our study of the book of 
Galatians. This is one of 
Paul’s earliest letters and 
gives us an insight into his 
early theological thinking.  

We wish to invite all women 
of our church to this meeting 
in Donna Running’s home.  

 “W” stands for WOMEN, 
meaning ALL WOMEN OF 
ALL AGES who worship at 
C.L.C.—either Beach or 
Sanctuary!  You do not need 
to have had  Bible study 

background -- just a 
willingness to prioritize 
1½ hours each 2nd or 
3rd Tuesday afternoon 
of the month for lively 
ladies’ fellowship - shar-
ing – caring, listening – 
learning,  sipping – 
snacking  and thoughtful 
praying.  Call/contact 
Pastor Brenda, Christine 
in the office or Ruth 
Milversted for infor-
mation and directions.  
HOPE TO SEE YOU 
THERE on February 
21st . 

WELCA—Women of the ELCA 

CLC Book Club 

author of Enemy Women 

that explores the boundaries 

of family, responsibility, 

honor, and trust. 

We'll meet Tuesday, Febru-

ary 21, at 6 p.m. in the Fire-

side Room at church.  Join 

us for a great discussion and 

good food (please bring a 

potluck dish to share)! 
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Women of the ELCA meets 
monthly for a wonderful 
time of conversation, re-
freshments and a Bible 

Judy Franz 
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Community Outreach—More than Sunday  

A Big Thanks to Our SCMFO Baby Shower Volunteers! 

guests.  Two of the wives 
had given birth between 
the time they RSVP’d & 
the day of the shower, so 
we had two newborns in 

attendance (along with 
twin girls whose mother 
had no baby sitter at the 
last minute).  A full & hap-
py house!  Everyone en-
joyed shower games & 
prizes, lunch & ducky cup-
cakes.  Each mother left 
with books, toys, a new-
born layette—filled with 

Thank you to all the CLC 
members who helped with 
the Jan. 28 baby shower 
hosted by San Clemente 
Military Family Outreach 
at St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea 
Methodist Church (which 
also provides free office 
space to the nonprofit or-
ganization).  The spirit of 

generosity that moves 
through our congregation 
is amazing.  Thank you 
Linda Hardy for donating 
Beanie Babies & Brad & 
Kathie Smith, Lois Faist, 
Wendy Thurn (who also 
donated blankets & helped 
make layettes), Norman 
Franz & Gina Rambeau 

(my daughter), & friends 
Daneen & Dennis Pysz 
from Gloria Dei Lutheran 
for volunteering at the well
-attended & fun event—& 
everyone else, including 
Pastor Brenda, who prayed 
for & encouraged our ef-
forts.  Daneen’s grand-
daughter’s Girl Scout 
Troop made personalized 
gift tags for the layettes & 
Daneen led everyone in a 
lullaby sing & provided 
lullaby music on flash 
drives for all the moms.   
 
We hosted 36 mothers to-
be (five more could not 
join us, but will receive 
layettes & gifts) with 33 
guests, including 15 hus-
bands.  That’s the biggest 
baby shower for SCMFO 
yet!  & we had 21 volun-
teers throughout the after-
noon, which enabled us to 
have great interaction & 
conversations with the Continued on next page... 



When 

you are 

clearing 

out old 

house-

hold 

items, 

furni-

ture, 

dishes, 

personal items, clothing, 

families at Pendleton in 
times of need.   
One guest left us a thank 
you note saying, “Thank 
you so much for putting on 
such a lovely event!  It 
means a lot to my family to 
know that people have 
opened their hearts to do 

this because, due to dis-
tance, they cannot.  Love, 
the Crecilius Family 
(Stefani & Leland)”.  
Bless you all for helping 
make this 2017 shower a 
success! 
 

Marine Families Are In Need of Household Items 

medical supplies—

wheelchairs, walkers, scoot-

ers, crutches— linens, etc… 

please consider donating to 

our Marines on Camp Pend-

leton. Many of our Marines 

do not make enough money 

to buy the necessities of dai-

ly living. Contact Wendy 

Thurn 

(warrenthurn@hotmail.com) 
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to find out how to donate 

or have a free pickup at 

your home (Linda Sun-

dram of the South Camp 

Pendleton Rotary Club 

(760) 415-9990 and help 

our most deserving armed 

services personnel. 

Judy Franz 

items from Mary’s Feast, 
her choice of a “big” gift 
(purchased by SCMFO), a 
$25 commissary card & an 
understanding that SCMFO 
& local churches & individ-
uals care about them & are 
here to help our enlisted 
Marines, Navy & Army 

A New Way To Love Animals 

Page 5 Continued ... 

Wendy Thurn will happily 
take your old towels and 
rags and worn-out clothing 
to be donated to a local an-
imal shelter to make dog 
and cat beds. Please bring 
items to the church or con-
tact Wendy Thurn at war-
renthurn@hotmail.com 
What a great use of our 
discarded cloth items!  

Wendy Thurn 

Wendy Thurn 
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February 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Mindful Medi-
tation 6:00 PM 

2 3 4 

5* 

Homeless 
Lunch 11:30 
PM—Bonita 
Canyon Park 

 

6 
Stories of the 
Storm 6:00 PM 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

7 ** 

Acupuncture 
5:30-7:00 PM 

8 
Ask.Thank.Tell 
4:30 PM 

Mindful Medi-
tation 6:00 PM 

9 10 
Yoga 8:30 AM  

11 

12* 13 
Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

14** 

 

15 
Laundry Love 2
-5 PM 

Mindful Medi-
tation 6:00 PM 

16 17 
Yoga 8:30 AM  

18 

19* 
Flying Solo 
Social Group 

(details in 
bulletin) 

20 
Stories of the 
Storm 6:00 PM 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

21** 
Book Club 6:00 
PM 

Acupuncture 
5:30-7:00 PM 

WELCA 1:00 
PM 

22 
Ask.Thank.Tell 
4:30 PM 

Church Council 
5:30 PM 

Mindful Medi-
tation 6:00 PM 

23 24 
Yoga 8:30 AM  

25 

26* 27 
Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

28** 

 

    

* Worship Services at 8:00 AM at North beach; 10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 


