
I want to share with you the joy 
of the First Annual Christ Lu-
theran Christmas Eve bonfire.  

I have wanted to do this since 
my second Christmas as your 
pastor. I kept imagining what 
the shepherds must have been 
doing on Christmas Eve, sitting 
around fires, telling stories. We 
could recreate that. And we are 
church who meets on the beach. 
Why not meet for Christmas 
Eve? 

The plans started coming to-
gether, with the good advice of 
our church’s best hospitality 
providers. Chili, camp stove, 
lots of bowls and napkins. Fire-
wood. Tiki torches. I became 
the only pastor in America 
whose main concern for Christ-
mas Eve service was whether or 
not we could get the fire ring 
before anyone else did. Kirk 
Goodfellow left his beach chair 
at the fire ring after Sunday 
morning services in hopes of 
reserving the space. Christian 
Motz stayed near the ring all 
day, adding other homeless 
friends as the afternoon pro-

gressed. When we arrived with 
the beach truck the guys were 
playing 70’s rock on a boom-
box next to the fire ring. The 
mood was groovy and happy. 
Lois Faist, Janis Reid and Ken 
Gilliland ran around gathering 
supplies I had left all over San 
Clemente while the homeless 
guys built the bonfire, arranged 
chairs and set up the camp 
stove.  

And then the people started 
coming. People we knew. Fami-
lies from the preschool.  People 
invited friends, neighbors, fami-
ly members who have not been 
to church.  Everyone was excit-
ed, curious, in good spirits. 
They were surprised to see a 
complete layout of food. We 
invited people to wash their 
hands with warm water from 
thermoses before they ate. They 
grabbed bowls of chili and sat 
back down around the fire.  

I had expected the sun would 
already be down when we got 
started, but instead, it was sun-
set. It was a clear night, the sun 
on the water was a gorgeous 
pink and orange.  
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The service began with “God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
played on a flute and every-
one sang acapella. The 
Christmas story was told 
with shouts and grand ges-
tures, reminding listeners 
that people had been gather-
ing around fires to hear sto-
ries for thousands of years. 
We sang carols. We laughed, 
we related to the ordinary 
people who had an extraordi-
nary experience. We mar-
veled at the birth of a baby. 

It was a terrific night. I was 
more grateful than I have 
ever been during a service.  I 
was grateful for the army of 
volunteers who stayed to 
clean up, who brought food 
even if they couldn’t attend 
and prayed for a good ser-
vice. I was grateful for the 
beautiful place we get to 
worship. I was grateful to 
everyone who invited 
friends. I was grateful for my 
years of theater experience 
which influenced the telling 
of the story. I was grateful 
for the three communion 
servers called into commis-
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same thing. 
A look back at our year: We 
have an amazing Pastor who 
keeps our eyes and hearts on 
the people around us.  She is 
continually moving us for-
ward with God’s grace. Our 
two Bible studies continue to 
be focused on God’s word 
(with a bit of humor thrown 
in).  The book club is thriving 
(and eating). Flying solo en-
joys their coffee and conver-
sation. WELCA is recruiting 
new members. We continue 
to feed and clothe the hungry. 
We started wondering about a 
second Laundry Love. Ask, 
Thank, Tell, our new stew-
ardship campaign is already 
seeing results.  We revised 
our mission statement to ac-
curately reflect who we are. 
We attended a meeting of our 
neighbors, to try to become 
better neighbors ourselves. 
We hosted a youth choir and 
enjoyed their singing. We 
marched for women. We 
walked for FAM. We hosted 
a baby shower for SCM-
FO.  We adopted 10 families 
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Council Corner    
  
  

Welcome to Council 
Corner!  Merry Christmas! 
Happy Hanukkah! Happy 
Kwanzaa! Merry Festivus! 
And finally, Happy New 
Year!  It’s a little hard to be-
lieve that it is 2018, but here 
we are.  How many of us 
look back at the year and 
make assessments on the 
state of our lives.  Are you 
happy with everything that 
you’ve accomplished? Do 
you wish you had been more 
involved in anything? Did 
you struggle?  Did you 
laugh?  Maybe a bit of all of 
it? 

A few years ago I 
made a pact with myself that 
I would regret nothing when I 
looked back through the year. 
Whatever decisions I made, I 
would accept and either revel 
in them or learn from them. 
Have I been able to always 
abide by this decision? Not 
always, but mostly.  So I look 
back at my year with an as-
sessing eye, but not a judg-
mental one. I think, as a 
church, we need to do the 
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for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. We added a 
Christmas Eve service on 
the sand. We shared in the 
miracle of baptism. We 
cried at the loss of our 
friends. Some of us even got 
married. More and more we 
are becoming a family. 
 
Did we have a good year 
you ask? I would say une-
quivocally, YES!  We are an 
amazing group of people, 
powered by God’s love and 
mission. We have so much 
to offer, and the fantastic 
thing is, is that we don’t 
hold back. When we look 
back at our year, we have so 
much to be proud of. I can’t 
wait to see what we do in 
2018. 

 
Our next council meeting is 
January 17th at 5:30 pm in 
the Fireside Room. We en-
courage any and all who 
want to come. I might bring 
cake!  God bless. 
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-Shay Arnett 

sion ten seconds before we 
needed them. I was grateful 
for one of our homeless 
friends who always skips out 
early on Sunday, but this time 
stayed until the end, asking 
for a second helping of grape 

juice during communion. And 
more than anything, I was grate-
ful for the Christ child, born all 
those years ago, but welcomed 
again on a beach in San Clemen-
te in 2017.  

Sorry you missed it? Don’t 

worry. We’ll do it again next 

year. And probably every 

year from now on. God bless 

us, every one. 

- Pastor Brenda Bos 



book is now a Netflix movie 
with Jane Fonda and Robert 
Redford.  Sweet movie, very 
well done.  Suggest reading 
the short book first, but if 
you run out of time, the 
movie will do!) 

For Feb-
ruary, 
plan to 
read “A 
Gentle-
man in 
Moscow” 
by Amor 
Towles—  

Transport 
yourself 
to Bol-

shevik Russia circa 1922. 
An unrepentant aristocrat 
named Rostov has just been 
sentenced to house arrest in 
the Metropol, a grand hotel 
across the street from the 
kremlin. Rostov, a man who 
experienced no limits in his 
life, now must live in a tiny 
attic and watch, but not par-
ticipate in, the changing 
world around him.  

Join us on February 20 at 6 
PM (Great reviews, friends 
have read it already and 
loved it—can’t wait!) 

 

CLC Book Club Gets a Jump on the New Year 

Finally 
we 
jump 
ahead to 
March’s 
good 
read  

"The 
Death 
of 

Bees” by Lisa O’Donnell 
—A coming-of-age story 
with a grisly twist. 
Marnie and her little sis-
ter Nelly must cover up 
their parents sudden 
death so they will not be 
taken in by the state and 
separated in a Glasgow 
working class neighbor-
hood.  “The Death of 
Bees” takes a hard look 
at life and how it tries to 
break us down while 
highlighting the love and 
support the two sisters 
share.  
We will meet March 20 
at 6 Pm for potluck and 
discussion.   

Hopefully we have 
sparked your literary 
juices and will see you 
there! 
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With the new year brings 
new opportunity to become 
that bookworm you always 
wanted to be! 

Imagine being able to dive 
deep into the pages of an 
attention gripping story 
without the hassle of wan-
dering through the 
bookstore looking, hoping, 
the book you pick will be 
your next good page turner. 

Our 
Janu-
ary 
pick is   
"Our 
Souls 
at 
Night" 
by 
Kent 
Haruf 
— A 
heart 
tug-

ging tale of two neighbors 
(both widowed) who find 
comfort in each other in 
their search for companion-
ship. However, their  new 
relationship is causing a stir 
and they must choose be-
tween their happiness and 
the happiness of others.    

The meeting will be held on   
January 16 at 6 PM.  (This 

Events 



the San Onofre (north) 
end of the base, closest to 
us.  Each honoree is invit-
ed to bring a guest 
(sometimes that guest is 
the daddy to-be, if he’s 
not deployed) and SCM-
FO gives them a baby 
shower like they would 
have if home with family 
and friends, complete 
with silly games, lunch, 
dessert and gifts galore.   

In addition to the baby 
clothes, blankets, diapers, 
bibs, etc., in the layettes, 
each mom to-be will go 
home with a “big” item 
with a big price tag that is 
often hard for enlisted 
couples to afford, like a 

car seat, stroller, high 
chair, pack and play, ac-
tivity set, etc.  If you 
would like to help by 
making up layettes (we do 
this the week before the 
shower), providing a 
“big” item or gift cards, or 
volunteering at the event 
(it’s really fun), we’d love 
it.  CLC member Judy 
Franz, who is the Baby 
Shower chair, would be 
happy to hear from you 
via email or phone:  ju-
nofranz@aol.com  949-
493-3826 (cell 310-866-
0378) or in person at 
church.   
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Wondering how all those 
baby gifts from Mary’s 
Feast are used?  First and 
foremost, they will be given 
in layettes prepared for 35-
40 military mothers to-be at 
the annual SC Military 
Family Outreach Baby 
Shower, set this year for 
Saturday, Jan. 27, from 2 to 
4 p.m. at St. Andrew’s by-
the-Sea in San Clemente.  
Most of the moms live at 

Events 

SCMFO Baby Shower Upcoming 

Women Rejoice! 

The Women of the ELCA 
are looking for a new mis-
sion for the new year, be-
yond expanding our mem-
bership. We have been 
bouncing ideas back and 
forth as to what our next 
step should be. Some think 

have grown so much that 
both seem like a viable 
path for our ministry. We 
are also considering 
changing our meeting time 
to one which is convenient 
for more people, so please 
contact Pastor Brenda if 
you are interested in being 
part of this conversation!”  

a mentor program for 
young parents is a nice 
idea, others wonder about 
a writing group or other 
support group. We’ve got a 
lot of life wisdom and 
want to share it!  

Our connections to the 
community and each other 

WELCA—Women Rejoice 

Annual Congregation Meeting 

cuss the future. Please 
join us Sunday, January 
28 at 9:15 in the sanctu-
ary. We will pass our an-

Our annual congregational 
meeting is a great oppor-
tunity to reflect on the year 
that has passed and to dis-

nual budget, elect council 
members and celebrate our 
ministries of 2017. Hope 
to see you there 
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A December to Remember: hum to ‘Twelve Days of Christmas” 
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Our first stop this Christmas, a 
book club jubilee 

With a round reading of “A  
Christmas Story” 

Our second stop this Christmas, a per-
formance by LCP 

A precious look at the journey of  
Joseph and Mary 

Our last stop this Christmas, a bon-
fire by the sea 

A new way to celebrate the birth of 
our King 
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Thank you to all from our 
church who attended 
Mary’s Feast—the annual 
women’s Advent fellowship 
and “baby shower” for 
Mary and her son, Jesus—
coordinated by St. An-
drew’s by-the Sea Method-
ist church and supported by 
Christ Lutheran, St. Clem-
ent’s Episcopal, Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran, Palisades 
Methodist, Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic Church, 
the local LDS (Mormon) 
wards and other churches, 
community groups and car-
ing individuals.  Enjoying 
fellowship at our CLC ta-
ble, along with a good din-
ner, silent auction, and mu-
sic by the SCHS Madrigals 
on Dec. 6 at Bella Collina 
Golf & Towne Club, were 
Pastor Brenda, Kathie 
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Smith, Lois Faist, Laura Pe-
phens, Judy Franz, Linda 
Kopperud (who also served 
on the Planning Committee) 
and Tina Inglish and Father 
Patrick from St. Clem-
ent’s.  Two tables of mili-
tary wives attended and Ari-
ka Romero Ferguson, Navy 
wife and SC Military Fami-
ly Outreach Board Member 
spoke on behalf of spouses 
and the organization.  All 
pastors in attendance gave 
blessings throughout the 
evening.  Pastor Brenda 
prayed for the women who 
will receive the baby gifts 
donated by all attendees 
(see article on upcoming 
SCMFO baby show-
er).  Thank you to members 
of our church who could not 
attend, yet still donated ba-
by items.  The generosity of 

the Mary’s Feast attendees 
allows SCMFO to give out 
clothing, diapers, baby 
wipes and more throughout 
the year, as well as provid-
ing school supplies for San 

Onofre School on 
base.  Your gifts really do 
keep on giving.  Bless you 
all! 

Mary’s Feast: An Advent Tradition 
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   CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

*Worship Services at 8:00 AM at North beach; 10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 
Acupuncture+ 5:30-7:00 PM 

January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

 

 

1 

 

2** 

 
 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7* 

Homeless 
Lunch  
11:30 AM 

8 

 

9** 

Acupuncture+  

 

10 

 
 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14* 
 

 

15 

 

16**  
Book Club 
6PM 

 

 

 

17 
Laundry Love 
2:00-5:00 PM 

Council  Meeting 
5:30 PM 

WELCA TBD 

18 

WELCA 
TBD 

19 

 

20 

21** 
Flying Solo 
1 PM  
 

22 

 

23** 

Acupuncture+ 

24 
 

 

25 26 27 
SCMFO Baby 
Shower  

28* 
Congregational 
Meeting 9:15 
AM 

29 30 

 

31    
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