
attachments to our heavenly 
Father, to the Source of life 
and love, might also experi-
ence emotional wellbeing. We 
know to Whom we belong, we 
know Who we trust. There is 
some joy that comes with this. 
We certainly see this in the 
witness of the dying who know 
God is ready to receive their 
souls. We see this in the faith 
of those who face adversity 
with resolve which can only 
come from spiritual balance, 
not from human ability. 

And so we are able to have a 
happier new year. For some of 
us, this may feel like an impos-
sible goal. We slogged through 
the holidays and we dread the 
future. Please do not feel guilty 
that you are not filled with 
some Super Christian Joy. But 
please know God remains 
steadfast, and God believes in 
us, even when we are not sure 
we can believe in God.  A 
friend wrote this week about 
some very serious public strug-
gles they were going through 
and said, “But the Spirit will 

not quit me, and I cannot quit 
the Spirit.” 

I suppose in some ways this is 
like a marital partner who re-
mains faithful even when we 
are not sure we can. It is like 
the parent who lets us back in-
to relationship after we have 
been horrible to them. The Bi-
ble is filled with instances 
where God says, “I cannot stay 
angry with you,” where people 
stray or rail against God and 
God may be angry for a time, 
but always offers a way back 
in. God is always calling us 
back, actually longing for us. 

This grace is overwhelming. 
Hopefully it also delights us, 
even in our darkest hours. 
Hopefully it brings you joy, it 
infuses your New Year. We 
love because God loves us. We 
have hope because God loves 
us. We can have a Happy New 
Year because God loves us.  

So seriously: Happy New 
Year! 

Happy New Year!  

No, seriously: may this new 
year bring you great joy. May 
people be confounded at your 
ability to see good in difficult 
situations. May you bring 
light to dark areas of your life, 
and the lives of others. We 
often focus on the joy of 
Christmas, and that’s im-
portant. But as people who 
truly believe Jesus lived and 
died and rose again, we can 
bring more confidence in 
God’s presence, and therefore 
more joy, to this world. 

Children who have secure at-
tachments at home, a stable 
family life, assured food and 
shelter, are generally happier. 
Of course they are. They do 
not have to worry about physi-
cal safety or health. They 
know where they will sleep at 
night. They know who will be 
there when they wake in the 
morning. This would obvious-
ly contribute to their emotion-
al wellbeing. 

Those of us who have secure 
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Twas the night of church council 

And in the fireside room 

There was meeting and planning 

None of it was doom and gloom! 

 

We approved the minutes and the budget  

The pastor’s report and LCP too, 

But then we put it away  

For a minute or two... 

 

We reflected back on the year 

The changes that we’ve seen 

Homeless lunches and FAM families 

Laundry love and clothes that are clean. 

 

So much involvement, 

Goodwill and unselfish love 

It is clearly the holy spirit 

Fitting us like a glove. 

 

It was a merry event 

With snacks and good cheer 

Oh! How we love council 

It was a wonderful year 

-Shay Arnett 



In January, 

CLC’s 

Book Club 

is going to 

meet “A 

Man Called 

Ove”, the 

protagonist 

in the 2015 

New York Times bestseller 

by Swedish blogger turned 

novelist Fredrik Backman.  

Ove’s a curmudgeon, a 

cranky old neighbor with a 

short fuse, who meets his 

comical and unexpected 

match in chatty new neigh-

bors who accidentally flat-

ten his mailbox as they 

In this winter and spring, in 
the 500th year of the start of 
the Reformation, we will 
study Galatians in conver-
sation with Martin Luther, a 
biblical scholar and church 
reformer.  He thought of 
this New Testament letter 
with intimacy and affection.  
Luther’s and Paul’s convic-
tion that we are justified 
(made right with God) by 
grace through faith in Christ 
is central to their theology 
and ours, so now we can 

learn together and 
grow in our faith by 
studying this gospel.  
Please join us at Don-
na Running’s home, 
Tuesday, January 
12th at 1:00 PM.  

WELCA—Galatians: Christian Faith and Christian Freedom 

CLC Book Club 

move in.  “A charming de-

but. . you’ll fell new sympa-

thy for the curmudgeons in 

your life,” said reviewers.  

Please join us for a potluck 

dinner and great book dis-
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cussion on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 24, at 6 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room at church.  

Bring a friend! 

 

 

Judy Franz 

-Betty Buck 

The December Book Club read aloud from  
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever!”  
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Community Outreach  

We neglected to take a 
photo of our attendees, but 
check out the bountiful ta-
ble of baby gifts brought 
that night!  [Pastor Brenda 
took the photo] 

Mary’s Feast Lovingly Supported by CLC 

Thank you to all from our 
church who attended Mary’s 
Feast—the annual (mostly) 
women’s Advent fellowship 
and “baby shower” for Mary 
and her son, Jesus—hosted 
by St. Andrew’s by-the-Sea 
and Palisades Methodist 
churches and supported by 
CLC and many other 
churches, community groups 
and caring individuals.  En-
joying fellowship at the 
event on Dec. 7 at Bella Col-
lina Golf & Towne Club 

were Pastor Brenda, who of-
fered a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing on the generosity of our 
community, Linda Kopperud 
and her friends from Rotary 
(Linda also served on the or-
ganizing committee), Louise 
Gilliam, Lois Faist, Kathie 
Smith, Judy Franz and 
friends from Gloria Dei in 
Dana Point, Daneen and 
Dennis Pysz.  Thanks as well 
to those who could not at-
tend, but donated baby items 
for the event.  Bless you all!  

Wondering how all those ba-
by gifts from Mary’s Feast 
are used?  First and foremost, 
they will be given in layettes 
prepared for 25-30 military 
mothers-to-be at the annual 
SC Military Family Outreach 
Baby Shower, set this year 
for Saturday, Jan. 28, from 2 
to 4 p.m. at St. Andrew’s by-
the-Sea in San Clemente.  
Most of the moms to-be live 
at the San Onofre (north) end 
of the base, closest to us.  

Each honoree is invited to 
bring a guest (sometimes 
that guest is the daddy to-
be) and SCMFO gives them 
a baby shower like they 
would have if they were 
home with friends and fami-
ly, complete with silly 
games, a good lunch and (as 
Church Council president 
Shay Arnett would say) 
CAKE!   
 
In addition to the baby 
clothes, blankets, diapers, 
bibs, etc., in the layettes, 
each honoree will go home 
with a “big” item with a big 
price tag that it’s often hard 
for enlisted couples to af-
ford, like a car seat, stroller, 
high chair, pack and play, 
activity set, etc.  If you 

SCMFO Baby Shower Upcoming 

would like to help by mak-
ing up layettes, providing a 
“big” item or gift cards, or 
volunteering at the baby 
shower (it’s fun!), we’d love 
it.  CLC member Judy 
Franz, who is the Baby 
Shower event chair, would 
be happy to hear from you, 
via email or phone:  ju-
nofranz@aol.com  949-493-
3826. 
 
P.S. The generosity of the 
Mary’s Feast attendees al-
lows SCMFO to give out 
clothing, diapers, baby 
wipes and more throughout 
the year, as well as provid-
ing school supplies for San 
Onofre School on base.  
Your gifts really do keep on 
giving! 

By, Judy Franz 

By, Judy Franz 
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Community Outreach Cont.  

Our second Laundry Love 
took place just before 
Christmas on December 
21.  

Once again volunteers 

from Christ Lutheran and 

St. Clements by the Sea 
Episcopal church greeted 
families with lots of laun-

dry and some need. If 
you’d like to join in this 
wonderful ministry, we’ll 
be doing it again January 
18 from 2-6 PM at Laun-
dry Basket 2405 S. El 
Camino Real, San 
Clemente (next to Molly 

Bloom’s). We are delight-

Laundry Love 

(including our members 
Tom & Mary Whitman, 
Lois Faist, Dellita & 
Mike Kobold, Bill Vasi-
lauskas, Laura Pephens, 
Mirtha Wincele, Pat & 
Louise Gilliam, Judy & 
Norman Franz, Pastor 
Brenda, Lynn McKen-
rick, and Bill & Kathy 
Meairs) who contributed 
to Thanksgiving turkey 
dinners with all the fix-
ings for 900 military 
families and help that 
will continue to the end 
of 2017.  God bless us, 
every one! 

A Big Thanks to Our Holiday Helping Hands 

Thank you to everyone 
who participated in our 
many Holiday giving 
events; your giving spirit 
really shined through this 
year.  
There was the FAM 
Adopt—a—Family, which 
helped at-risk families 

have a wonderful holiday; 
the SCMFO’s “Thank a 
Military Family” program 
which provided Christmas 
gifts and dinners for more 
than 100 military families 
in December, thanks to a 
huge outpouring from the 
community after the group 
advertised the program on 
the website NextDoor.com 
for all San Clemente 
neighborhoods.  Finally we 
had the attendees/ticket do-
nors and auction bidders/
prize donors at SCMFO’s 
“Salute to Military Stars” 
in early November 

 

ed we have enough volun-
teers to sign up in shifts. 
Please contact the church 
office at 949 496-2621 or 
secre-
tary@cbc.occoxmail.com 
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JANUARY 
EVENTS AT CLC! 

 
Sunday Worship 
Beach: 8:00 AM 

Sanctuary:10:30 AM 
 

Every Tuesday 
Bible Study 

10 AM & 6 PM  
 

Every Monday & Friday 
Yoga (starting Jan. 9) 

8:15 AM / $5 
 

1st & 3rd Monday 
Stories of the Storm 

6 PM 
 

3rd Sunday 
Flying Solo Social Group 

 
January 1 

Homeless Lunch 
Bonita Canyon Park 

11:30 AM 
 

January 4 
Ask, Thank, Tell 

4:30 PM 
  

January 5 
Epiphany Eve 

St. Clements-by-the-Sea 
7 PM 

 
January 17 

WELCA Bible Study 
Donna Running’s House 

1 PM 
 

January 18 
Laundry Love 

The Laundry Basket 
2-6 PM 

 
January 18 

Council Meeting 
5:30 PM 

 
January 24 

Book Club 6 PM 
 

January 29 
Congregational Meeting 

9:15 AM 
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The good news of his 
birth was accompanied 
by good food, and good 
friends; a perfect way to 
honor his gifts to the 
world.  

Thank you to everyone 

who brought a deli-
cious dish to help 
make the celebration 
that much more spe-
cial and thank you to 
all that attended, we 
are honored you con-
sider us family.  

Christ Lutheran Church 
joined FAM’s Adopt-a-
Family this year, 
providing trees, gifts 
and in some cases 
Christmas dinner for lo-

cal families. Thank 
you to Bridget Callan-
an & Gerry Lough-
man, Kathy & Jim 
Ferguson, Norman 
(pictured) & Judy 
Franz, Ken Gilliland, 
Kathy Hartl, Wendy & 
Warren Thurn and our 
friends Dennis and 
Daneen Pysz from 
Gloria Dei for taking 
generosity to a whole 
new level.  

FAM Adopt—a—Family 

Christmas Day Brunch 


