
Pastor’s Message 

filled with fury; people are 
convinced the city will be de-
stroyed by April. The king-
dom of heaven is like a bus 
full of homeless showing up 
at our border… what happens 
next? 

We continue to struggle with 
sober living houses. Many of 
us live near one. Some of the-
se houses are disruptive, some 
are not. The kingdom of heav-
en is like discovering your 
neighbor has kicked out an 
addict at three in the morn-
ing… what happens next? 

The kingdom of heaven is 
like the doctor coming in to 
tell you it’s time to consider 
hospice. The kingdom of 
heaven is like a widow who 
realizes it’s been another 
month since her husband 
died. The kingdom of heaven 
is like a small child who 
shouts “I love Jesus!” before 
breakfast. The kingdom of 
heaven is like a stranger say-
ing “God bless you”. The 
kingdom of heaven is like a 
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Jesus began many of his para-
bles with the words “The 
kingdom of heaven is like…” 

The kingdom of heaven is 
like a mustard seed. The king-
dom of heaven is like a man 
with a vineyard. The kingdom 
of heaven is like a king invit-
ing the poor to a banquet. 

Jesus uses parables to stir the 
listeners’ imagination. The 
story usually surprises us with 
a reversal of fortune, or an 
unexpected reward or punish-
ment. The kingdom of heaven 
is different from what we ex-
pected. No matter how many 
times we hear the stories, we 
are surprised. 

What does the kingdom of 
heaven look like in San 
Clemente? 

It’s been reported somewhere 
between thirty and forty occu-
pants from the Santa Ana riv-
erbed have been shipped to 
San Clemente and are living 
in some of our motels for thir-
ty days. On-line forums are 
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friend asking for your ad-
vice. What happens next? 
If Jesus was telling the sto-
ry, the answer would sur-
prise you. And guess what? 
Jesus is telling the story. 

People of faith can usher 
the kingdom of heaven into 
this broken world. We are 
ready to risk relationships 
with the unlovable. We are 
ready to stand with the 
lonely and rejected. We are 
ready to bring healing be-
cause we have been healed. 
We know the first shall be 
last and the last shall be 
first, and yet, we are sur-
prised when it happens. 
What happens next? Only 
God knows. The kingdom 
of heaven is exactly like 
this.   
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Happy March! Your church 
council met for the first time 
this week and we are 
pleased to introduce our new 
officers: 

President, Ken Gilliland, 
Vice President Kirk Good-
fellow, Treasurer Laura Pe-
phens, Secretary TBD. You 
may ask if TBD goes to first 
service or second, do I know 
them? We decided not to fill 
that spot because some of 
our council members were 
not in attendance this ses-
sion and we did not want to 
finish out the slate without 
their input. 
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Church councils are usually 
most efficient when they 
equal 10% of the congrega-
tion. We realize 6 people is 
possibly a little short for our 
growing congregation! We 
will begin the discernment 
process to possibly add an-
other member during this 
year. We will check our con-
stitution – it’s likely we’ll 
need a congregational vote 
on this matter. What a happy 
problem. 

We will also be working to 
strengthen our capacity, 
forming committees as need-
ed for events and special in-
terests, such as deeper rela-

tionships with our Camino 
Capistrano neighbors and 
possible youth and senior 
ministries. 

Thank you for your contin-

ued support of the minis-

tries of Christ Lutheran 

Church! 

Ken Gilliland President; Kirk 
Goodfellow, Vice President; 
Laura Pephens, Treasurer;  

Lynn McKenrick; Kathy Hartl, 

Pastor Brenda Bos 

Council Corner 

Greg Shepherd and Lisa 
Higginbothem are working 
with our congregation's  
legacy team to strengthen 
our gift giving and receiving.  

If you are torn be-
tween leaving a gift to your 
children and leaving a gift to 
the church upon death, here 
is a strategy that might be 
for you.  Using a special 
trust called a testamentary 
trust or “give it twice trust”, 
you can benefit both your 
children and your desire to 
leave a legacy gift for the 

How to Give the Same Gift Twice 

church.  While you might 
want to give a major por-
tion of your estate outright 
to children, the rest of your 
estate can be put in a “give 
it twice” trust.  The trust 
will pay an income to your 
children for a certain peri-
od of years chosen by you, 
perhaps ten or twenty 
years.  At the end of the 
term of years, the principal 
from the trust is then given 
to the church.  It’s both a 
wonderful way to show 
your love for your children 
and at the same time, wit-
ness to them your love of 

God and your church.  

For more infor-
mation about “Give It 
Twice”  trusts and other 
gifting strategies, contact 
our gift planners,  
Lisa Higginbothem at  
805-910-5048 or  
Lisa.higginbothem 
@elca.org or  

Greg Shepherd at  
909-910-6823 or  
endowquest@gmail.com  

mailto:Lisa.higginbothem@elca.org
mailto:Lisa.higginbothem@elca.org
mailto:endowquest@gmail.com


 

Shay Arnett is no long-
er serving as congregational 
president, but she will contin-
ue to write features to inspire 
us to think about the minis-
tries of Christ Lutheran 
Church. This month Shay 
contemplates ministries for 
young families and children. 

 
Hello Friends!  It seems cra-
zy that March is almost here 
doesn’t it? I mean, we just 
had Christmas. And New 
Year. And Martin Luther 
King Jr Day. And Valentine’s 
Day. And President’s 
Day.  Ok, so when I write it 
all out, clearly much time has 
passed. 

During this passage of 
time, I have noticed some-
thing at church (Beach 
Church of course, since I 
don’t really attend 10:30). I 
have noticed that we seem to 
have little ones coming to the 
church.  They aren’t really 
doing anything but playing in 
the sand and on the swings, 
but hey we can’t be picky. 
They are there! 
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That also means that their 
parents are there. Do you re-
member going to church with 
your little ones? The sweet 
sounds of laughter; the rap-
ture in their faces as they sat 
quietly and listened; the sigh 
of them falling asleep. Yeah, 
me neither. So I have been 
thinking… 

What would have 
made it easier to attend to 
church with my little one
(s)?  Would it have been 
someone to just watch my 
child on the swings while I 
sat and listened to the sermon 
undisturbed? Would it have 
been someone to play games 
with my child or maybe draw 
and color with them? Some-
one to build sand castles with 
my little one? As you can see, 
the main thing that would 
have made it easier was to 
have some help from some-
one that wasn’t me. 

My other thoughts 
have circled around what did 
I want my child to get out of 
attending church services? 
Was it memorizing bible 
verses; learning to sit quietly 
and listen to Pastor? Was it 
being a good person and 
learning to listen to their 
friend?  What do parents to-
day want for their children 
within the church body? 

I think it is important 
that we start this conversa-

tion.  How can we, the regu-
lar congregation, help our 
new parents at church? How 
can we help the preschool 
families? What would make 
it easier to attend, either reg-
ularly or sporadically? 

One thing that we have ac-
complished at Beach 
Church is to move a speaker 
so that parents with kids on 
the swing set can hear the 
service. So far, with the lim-
ited conversations that I 
have started regarding the 
subject, this is good. But I 
am thinking of the fu-
ture.  What happens when 
those littles are a tad older? 
Maybe some bible lessons, 
some coloring, some sand 
castle building.  Maybe 
some surf lessons with the 
Lord.  You never know, 
could be super fun! 

If you have any sug-
gestions or want to help, let 
me know. 
 

“This is Church” 

Shay Arnett  
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La Cristianita Preschool  

From the director… 

 In my life, coming to work 
every day is truly a gift. I am 
surrounded by unconditional 
relationships in every aspect 
of my work. The children, 
families, staff and faith – 
who could ask for more? 
Watching children grow and 
develop in so many ways, 
and so quickly, is a gift in 
and of itself. The preschool 
experience offers children 
and families so many won-
derful “firsts”. The first so-
cial experience, first friends, 
beginning academic experi-
ences, a faith foundation, and 
so much more! The founda-
tion being laid during the 
preschool years is immeasur-
able! 

 It is obvious that the value 
of preschool is as important 
to each one of you as it is to 
us, as our school is bursting 
at the seams with families 
trying to find a spot that will 
offer their child the same 
gifts that your children are 
receiving. Thank you for 
sharing your positive experi-
ences with your friends – we 
appreciate it very much! 

 Right now, parents are in a 
frenzy about where their 
children will be in the fall, 
the church is busy with 
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Lent and Easter rapidly ap-
proaching, the school is 
busy registering for next 
year, and Spring Fever is 
setting in with all of our 
children! Soon our days 
will be getting longer and 
the weather will be nice - 
and could it be possible 
that another school year 
will be coming to an end?! 

 It is so exciting during 
these years as you watch 
your child change and 
learn! We hope that you 
enjoyed the opportunity to 
sit with your teacher dur-
ing parent teacher confer-
ences and hear about the 
growth we are seeing at 
school. Along with identi-
fying all of your child’s 
strengths, it is also a time 
in which teachers start to 
identify areas of develop-
ment that may need a little 
more encouragement. 
Some of this can happen 
right here at preschool, yet 
sometimes it is better for 
us to recommend other av-
enues to help. Research 
shows that early identifica-
tion and intervention, when 
needed, is crucial to a 
child’s success in life. Now 
is the time for us to  really 
try to ensure each and eve-
ry child’s future school  

experiences be as success-
ful as their experience at 
La Cristianita. 

 Parenting is not for the 
weak – and a large part of 
our job is to be a constant 
support to parents as they 
celebrate the joys, as well 
as overcome the challeng-
es. Please know that if your 
teacher identified any areas 
that may need encourage-
ment – or if you are seeing 
anything in your child that 
you may feel is a not quite 
“typical”, now is the time 
to act!!! It is the time to 
make sure that all of the 
pieces to our precious little 
gifts are interlocking and 
connecting just as they 
should. We are here to 
help, always! Listen to 
your heart, trust your judg-
ment, and always remem-
ber that the most important 
thing a parent can do, is put 
aside judgment and do 
what is best for their child. 
Thank you for trusting us 
and know that we value 
each day at preschool and 
look at each of your chil-
dren as a true gift from 
God! 

Leigh Ann Downie-Economy 

Director  



ters attempt to hold the 
world at bay after the mys-
terious death of their par-
ents. 

Marnie and Nelly, left on 
their own in Glasgow's 
Hazlehurst housing estate, 
attempt to avoid suspicion 
until Marnie can become a 
legal guardian for her 
younger sister. 

Written with fierce sympa-
thy and beautiful precision, 

and told in alternating 
voices, The Death of Bees 
by Lisa O’Donnell is an 
enchanting, grimly comic 
tale of lost souls who, una-
ble to answer for them-
selves, can answer only for 
each other. 

We enjoy a potluck dinner 
and a wonderful fellowship 
of readers monthly.  Please 
join us! 
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CLC’s book 
club will be 
discussing 
"The Death of 
Bees” by Lisa 
O’Donnell on 
Tuesday, 
March 20, at 6 
p.m. in the 

Fireside Room at church.  

A riveting, brilliantly written 
debut novel, The Death of 
Bees is a coming-of-age sto-
ry in which two young sis-

Events 

The Women of 
the ELCA have 
begun a brave 
new adventure! 
We will be using 
“The Artist’s 

Rule” by Christine Valters 

and read scripture and com-
bine spiritual practice with 
artistic expression. It is sur-
prisingly satisfying! . 
Please join us Thursday, 
March 29 at 1pm in the 
Fireside Room for all kinds 
of refreshing.  

WELCA—Women Get Creative 

Painter to explore our spir-
itual lives and our creative 
spirits. We are a small 
group of women who meet 
monthly to chat, snack and 
try a variety of contempla-
tive practices. We will pray 

CLC Book Club  

Deeply involved in their work at the WELCA creativity Retreat 

Judy Franz 
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Jesus in the Movies
    
  

Lent at CLC     
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last temptation on the 
cross.  

3/21— “Risen” 

Follow the story of a Ro-
man Tribune in Judea who 
is tasked with finding the 
missing body of Jesus. 

be viewing “Jesus of Mon-
treal” 

A group of actors put on an 
unorthodox version of a 
Passion Play, inciting the 
opposition of the Catholic 
Church. The actors’ lives, 
in turn, start mirroring the 
Passion itself.  

3/14  - “The Last Tempta-
tion of Christ” 

A critically-acclaimed ren-
dition of the life of Jesus 
and the struggles he faces 
as a man up until the vary 

Every Wednesday during 
Lent we will be screening 
popular Hollywood films 
about the Life of Jesus!  
Join us at 6 PM in the 
Sanctuary for a deeper 
look into the Man who 
saved us all.  We will 
serve a light meal and 
snacks with each view-
ing. 

Please note, we will meet 
at Palisades UMC (27002 
Camino De Estrella o.n 
3/7 and 3/14.  3/7 we will 

Lenten Spiritual 
er.  

Learn how to meditate, 
do centering prayers, and 
enjoy quite reflection.  

If you are looking to in-
crease your spiritual con-

As part of our Lenten 
journey we are exploring 
the different ways we 
pray. Join us every 
Wednesday morning of 
Lent at 7:30 AM for exer-
cises in alternative pray-

nection to Jesus, shake up 
your prayer routine, or 
simply want to start your 
day off right with Jesus, 
come see what it’s all 
about! 

We are inviting all CLC 
and LCP members and 
families to join us at an 
Easter Vigil Bonfire Easter 
Saturday 3/31 at Sunset.  

Our Easter Vigil Bonfire is 
a family-oriented twist on 
an ancient church service. 
Hear bible stories by the 
light of fire while enjoying 

Easter Vigil Bonfire and Easter Services  

   
  

the community together-
ness of informal worship.  

We hope to see you there!  

If you can not make the 
bonfire we hope to see you 
Easter Sunday!  

This Easter we will have 
TWO beach services as 
well as our usual 1030 AM 

Sanctuary Service! A sun-
rise service at 6 AM and 
one at our regular time of 
8 AM.   

W 
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Ruth Milversted wrote this poem for the Tuesday night Bible Study. It is shared with 
permission. 
 
Ode to Bible Study Buddies 
How nice it is to share with friends 
Each Tuesday night of the week. 
Around the table we sometimes reveal, 
Life’s arrows and slings that often appeal. 
 
No critical judging is issued outright 
Acceptance, the by-word sent into the night. 
Our leader so skilled, her knowledge abounds, 
To our numerous questions her reference resounds. 
 
Be it Testament of “old” with its ancient travail, 
She tells Hebrew’s insights to many a tale. 
The “Good News” rings out from those last “twenty-eight”* 
With Jesus we walk in reverence and haste. 
 
We learned of the twelve who were chosen to tell, 
What they witnessed with wonder lifting hearts out of hell. 
Let us maintain our progress – consistent and bright, 
A commitment to “self” and our faith in the right. 
 
 
*Refers to the 28 books of the New Testament 
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Christian Motz Remembered 

Our friend Christian’s life was celebrated 
by over 75 people; friends, fellow home-
less, and congregation members. His 
brother, Tom, was beyond grateful that his 
brother was taken care of by our congrega-
tion and wished he could have been able to 
come say his goodbyes and thank yous in 
person.  

Christian, we are privileged to 
have known you and may your 
kind spirit live on in the beds of 
Sea Lavender you so fondly 
placed on the altar. 



We updated our website!!  
Please check in out at: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Help others find us, review us on  YELP! 
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 
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*Worship Services:  

  8:00 AM at North beach;  
  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

Acupuncture+ 5:30-7:00 PM 

Yoga             8 AM and 5 PM 

Spiritual Practice to be held in the Sanctuary 

March 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 

Yoga 

2 

 

3 

 

4* 

 

5 

 

6** 

 

7 

Spiritual Practice 
7:30 AM   

- “Jesus in the 
Movies” 6 PM 

8 

Yoga 

9 

 

10 

 

11* 
 

 

12 

 

13**  
 

 

 

14 
Spiritual Practice 
7:30 AM   

- “Jesus in the 
Movies” 6 PM 

15 

Yoga 

16 

 

17 

18* 
 
 

19 

 

20** 

- Blood Drive  
1-7 PM 

 - Book Club 
6PM 

21 
 - Spiritual Prac-
tice—7:30 AM   
 - Laundry Love 
2:00-5:00 PM 
 - “Jesus in the 
Movies” 6 PM 

22 

Yoga 

23 24 
 

25* 
LCP Palm Sun-
day Service and 
Easter Egg Hunt 
1030 AM 

26 27 

No bible study  

 

28 
 - Spiritual Prac-
tice  - 7:30 AM   
- WELCA—1 PM 
 - Council Meeting  
5 PM  
  

29 
- Welca 
1 PM 
 - Maundy 
Thursday 

6 PM  

30 
Good Friday 
12-3  PM -  
St. Clement’s 
5 Pm –Pier 
7 Pm—
Tennebrae 

31 
Easter Vigil 
Bonfire @ 
North Beach 
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