
home. 

My number one goal as a 
pastor is to connect, or in 
most cases, reconnect people 
to God. At this point, most 
Americans were not raised in 
a church setting or stopped 
attending as adolescents. This 
is common. As we age, many 
of us experience spiritual 
longing. We may not be able 
to define that at first. We’re 
restless, we’re sick of our jobs 
or our spouses. We wonder if 
more money or some exciting 
hobby will help. Many do not 
realize we are just trying to 
find meaning in our lives and 
have no idea how to do that. 

Faith helps us find meaning. 
Connecting with our Creator, 
joining a faith community of 
like-minded people, finding 
our place in God’s story, serv-
ing others: these things help 
us understand Why We Are 
Here. Why should churches 
shame people who are already 
feeling lost? It makes more 

sense to offer them a loving 
place of acceptance and wel-
come.  

I love the Sunday morning 
challenge of only having a 
few minutes with visitors. If a 
person is visiting the church, 
they may never come back. 
We’ve got one chance to 
send a message: what do we 
say? We want them to know 
about God’s love. We want 
them to feel comfortable 
among us. We want them to 
sense God’s presence, either 
in the music, the setting, the 
preaching, communion.  If it 
all seems a bit mysterious, 
wonderful. If it’s illusive but 
real, fantastic. We don’t want 
church to be a social group 
with snacks, we want worship 
to be a sacred experience. 
There are plenty of service 
organizations or lectures peo-
ple can attend. Church should 
be unique, special. What can 
only the church offer? We 
have Jesus. We have sacra-

Have you noticed some of 
the billboards calling people 
to salvation? “The Wages of 
Sin is Death. Trust God”. 
“The Only Way to Salvation 
is Through the Death of Je-
sus. Read Your Bible.” Or 
simply “John 3:16”. Pretty 
rough stuff. Angry. Judg-
mental. Do these tactics 
work? 

I was recently asked what I 
would write on a billboard, if 
I wanted people to consider 
coming to church. I thought 
about “All is Forgiven. 
Come Home.”  It’s a little 
too vague. Most people 
won’t realize it’s a Prodigal 
Son reference. They might 
wonder if it’s a “Tie a Yel-
low Ribbon ‘round the Old 
Oak Tree” kind of reference. 
I would want to send a mes-
sage that God loves you. God 
wants you to be safe and in 
God’s presence. If you have-
n’t been close to God, God 
has no hard feelings. Come 
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-Pastor Brenda Bos 

Welcome to Council Cor-
ner! April was a beautiful 
month: a little bit of rain, a 
little bit of snow, spring 
break. Did you get a visit 
from the Easter Bunny? 
Did you experience God’s 
Grace? If you were at the 
Easter Service, I am certain 
that you did. 

The Easter Services were 
amazing. I mean really, 
what could be better than 
waking up and going to 
sunrise service? Our 6:00 
am service was a little big-
ger than the last two years 
and our 8:00 am service 
was a little smaller, all in 
all it was about the same 
amount of attendees (which 
is awesome). The 10:30 am 
service was a huge family 
affair, most of the regular 
attenders were there and 
they brought their families. 
Most importantly, there was 
snacks at both services.  

ments and Scriptures. We 
have hope. 

As we move into sum-
mer, I feel especially ex-
cited about the visitors 
we’ll meet. Most will on-
ly be with us once. How 
do we show them God’s 

love in the brief time we 
have with them? In my 
opinion, not with fire and 
brimstone and threats. 
We let them know God is 
forgiving and welcoming, 
and as God’s representa-
tives we wish to be the 

same. We’ll see a lot of 
visitors on the beach and 
in our sanctuary. Let’s 
make sure they know 
they can come home, 
back to God’s love.  

When council talked about 
what advertising was most 
successful for the Easter 
Service, it was concluded 
that the last minute sign 
put up on the beach trail 
was it. So next year, in ad-
dition to parking the beach 
truck in various locations, 
we might try more yard 
signs, signs of all kinds: 
banners, yard signs, car 
magnets. We will be like 
realtors, selling God’s 
house. 

After the Easter discus-
sion, council talked about 
our homeless outreach, 
they can always use socks 
and underwear. We also 
discussed Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day. How 
might we acknowledge 
these meaningful yet com-
plicated holidays? We’ve 
started discussing how 
council can help support 
La Cristianita Preschool as 

it moves toward its next 
50 years. 

We also started planning 
this year’s council retreat. 
Last year we enjoyed our-
selves in Hawaii (Laura’s 
balcony). This year we 
have decided on Cabo 
(Laura’s balcony). Council 
will discuss the SWOT 
(strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, threats) as-
sessment from last year. 
We will also undertake a 
strategic planning session. 
I’ll let you know what that 
actually means after it 
happens. 

Our next council meeting 
is May 24, 2017 at 5:30 
pm in the Fireside Room. 
We encourage any and all 
who want to come.  I 
might bring chocolate cov-
ered strawberries!  God 
bless. 

-Shay Arnett 

Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Laura Pephens, 
Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Lynn McKenrick; Kathy Hartl, Pastor Brenda Bos 
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Bless Your Child Every Day 

Celebrate who they are. 

Give lots of hugs and kisses. 

Rejoice in every victory. 

Be ready to wipe each tear. 

Slow down and listen to their hearts. 

Encourage their dreams. 

Pray for them—Pray with them. 

Trust them to make their own choices. 

Embrace mistakes. 

Teach Grace. 

Love them—Love them some more. 

Cherish your time together. 

Make memories. 

Remember that  your child is a gift 
from the Lord! 

 
LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405 

 

 

From The Director… 

Each year in May I go in hunt for the perfect lead in for the newsletter that is all about “Mom” and 
Motherhood.  I have my handful of favorites that many of you have seen year after year.  This year, 
I went in hunt of the perfect, feel good, mean something quote or story...what I found that hit me 
was a couple of things that spoke of the reality of Motherhood and all that we do , as mom’s, or 
sometimes need reminders to do… 

 

Just A Mom??!!! 

JUST A MOM????....I can’t stand 
it when people say, “You’re JUST 
a Mom?”  Yes, I am a Mom (and a 
Damn good one)!  That makes me 
an alarm clock, cook, maid, wait-
ress, teacher, nurse, referee, 
handyman, security officer, pho-
tographer,  counselor, chauffeur, 
event planner, hairdresser, person-
al assistant, ATM & I scare away 
the boogie man.  I don’t get paid 
holidays, sick pay or days off.  I 
work DAY & NIGHT.  I am on call 
24/7 for the rest of my life.  That’s 
just BEING A MOM!! I may not be 
anything to you, but I am every-
thing to someone!! 

I know for every mom here at LCP, and many Grandmothers as well, the realities of being 
“Just a Mom”    allows us each and every day to count our blessings—those precious little 
Gifts from God!  Happy Mother’s Day!                                                                                                            
Leigh Ann Downie-Economy, Director 



the World by Christina 
Baker Kline.  “A stunning 
and atmospheric novel of 
friendship, passion, and art, 
inspired by Andrew Wy-
eth’s mysterious and iconic 
painting Christina’s World,” 
says Amazon’s reviewer.  
Author Michael Chabon 
says of the book, “A won-
derful story that seems to 
have been waiting, all this 
time, for Christina Baker 
Kline to come along and 
tell it.”   

We will meet on Tuesday, 
June 20, at 6 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room at church 
for great conversation and a 

Study, provided by the na-
tional magazine “Gather”. In 
May we will be continuing 
our study of the book of Ga-
latians. This is one of Paul’s 
earliest letters and gives us 
an insight into his early theo-
logical thinking.  

We wish to invite all women 
of our church to this meeting 
in Donna Running’s home.  

 “W” stands for WOMEN, 
meaning ALL WOMEN OF 
ALL AGES who worship at 
C.L.C.—either Beach or 
Sanctuary!  You do not need 
to have had  Bible study 

background -- just a will-
ingness to prioritize 1½ 
hours each 2nd or 3rd 
Tuesday afternoon of the 
month for lively ladies’ 
fellowship - sharing – car-
ing, listening – learning,  
sipping – snacking  and 
thoughtful praying.  Call/
contact Pastor Brenda, 
Christine in the office or 
Ruth Milversted for infor-
mation and directions.  
HOPE TO SEE YOU 
THERE on May 9 at 1 PM. 

WELCA—Women of the ELCA 

CLC Book Club 

delicious potluck.  All are 
welcome! 
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Women of the ELCA meets 
monthly for a wonderful 
time of conversation, re-
freshments and a Bible 

CLC’s Book Club will take 
a break in May, which gives 
you more time to read our 
June selection: A Piece of 
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The Easter Bunny Sightings at LCP 

Happy Helpers  
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Easter Egg Hunt  
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Easter Services 
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This year’s SC Military 
Family Outreach tea for 
military wives, friends and 
kids. set for Saturday, May 
27, at St. Andrew’s by the 
Sea, will be Hawaiian-
style—not quite a luau, but 
almost!  This is one of the 
many morale events host-
ed by SCMFO yearly to 
show military families 
how much we appreciate 
their sacrifice on our be-

half and to let them know 
what kid of assistance 
they can receive from the 
organization.   

All the food and decor is 
taken care of, but the 
group would welcome do-
nations of goodie bag 
items for wives and for 
children, ages 4-10, and 
donations of door prizes 
(restaurant gift cards, 
movie passes, salon visits, 

pampering items—
anything you would like to 
receive)! 

Please contact Judy Franz 
at junofranz@aol.com or 
949-493-3826 about the 
above or about volunteer-
ing on the day of the fun 
event.   

Here’s a photo from last 
year’s tea. 

Semper Fideli-Tea Upcoming! 

Laundry Love 

We have been able to serve 
so many deserving fami-
lies already with over 1200 

loads washed already and 
are excited to keep provid-
ing them a glimmer of Je-
sus’s light through this 
wonderful community out-
reach program. 

This month we thought it 
would be fun to do a coin 
drive! Any spare change 
will do. Simply bring your 
change to service on Sun-

day the 7th or 14th or to 
the church during the week 
and put them in the 
“Laundry Love Cookie 
Jar.”  

Thank you for your contin-
ued support of this minis-
try.  

mailto:junofranz@aol.com
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* Worship Services at 8:00 AM at North beach; 10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

May 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

2 

Acupuncture 
5:30-7:00 PM 

3 4 5 

Yoga 8:30 AM  

6 

7* 

 

8 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

9** 

WELCA 1:00 
PM 

10 

 

11 

Pacifica Synod 
Assembly 

12 

 

 

Yoga 8:30 AM  

13 

Pacifica Synod 
Assembly 

14* 

Mother’s Day 

15 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

16** 

Acupuncture 
5:30-7:00 PM 

17 

Laundry Love 
2-5 PM 

18 

 

19 

Yoga 8:30 AM  

 

20 

 

21* 

Flying Solo 
1:30 PM  

Take-a-Hike 
2:30 PM 

22 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

23** 

  

24 

Church Coun-
cil 5:30 PM 

25 

 

26 

Yoga 8:30 AM  

27 

SCMFO Tea 
@ St. An-
drews-by-the-
Sea 

28* 

 

29 

Yoga 8:30 AM 
and 6:30 PM 

30** 

 

31 

 

   


