
Pastor’s Message 

State Beach, FAM and Mer-
cy House have contracts 
with Dana Point to provide 
case management and 
iHOPE provides case man-
agement and showers. The 
churches provide volunteers 
and Christ Lutheran is well-
represented every week. We 
hope to run a six month 
“pilot program” at San Fe-
lipe de Jesus as we deter-
mine best practices. 

We have had excellent turn-
out from local homeless and 
all programs have worked 
beautifully. The coalition 
which formed the Engage-
ment Center operated under 
a deep sense of collabora-
tion. In April, one of the 
partners, iHOPE, issued a 
press release and guided a 
tour around Dana Point and 
San Clemente of possible 
homeless shelter sites. This 
was solely an iHOPE initia-
tive, based on their mission 
to inform and inspire local 
government officials to final-
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Inside this issue: 

Dear ones, 

I wanted to use this space to 
update you on the Saturday 
Engagement Center, a local 
homeless ministry in which 
Christ Lutheran participates 
weekly.  

Several months ago the City 
of Dana Point asked me to 
convene local faith commu-
nities and service providers 
to start a program for local 
homeless. The then chief of 
police had heard me speak at 
a local government meeting 
on homelessness and asked 
if I would help Dana Point. 
The Saturday Engagement 
Center came together after 
many months of meetings 
between the churches of Da-
na Point (St. Edwards the 
Confessor, Capo Beach 
Church, South Shores and 
Gloria Dei Lutheran) and us, 
as well as Family Assistance 
Ministries, iHOPE, Mercy 
House and Welcome INN. 
Welcome INN provides the 
daily dinners at Doheny 
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ly get a shelter in place. 
Unfortunately, they did so 
without checking with the 
rest of the partners of the 
Saturday Engagement 
Center. Several pastors 
had to field a lot of angry 
phone calls from members 
and neighbors after the 
OC Register ran a story 
listing these new home-
less shelter sites. Because 
of concerns about collabo-
ration, the coalition decid-
ed they could not continue 
in relationship with 
iHOPE, and iHOPE was 
asked to leave the pro-
gram. 

This was a painful deci-
sion, particularly because 
of iHOPE’s strong pres-
ence at the Saturday En-
gagement Center. Many of 
our members and friends 
enjoy volunteering with 
iHOPE’s shower ministry 
and case management. 
iHOPE remains commit-
ted to work in our area, 
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in that sorrow.  

I also wanted to encourage 

you to continue to answer 

God’s call to serve wherev-

er you see fit. We are a 

small but powerful group. 

Your presence throughout 

the region is making a dif-

ference, and I want to en-

courage you and our col-

leagues as they continue to 

serve the most vulnerable 

in our region.  

teams. We may find our-
selves becoming stronger 
advocates for housing or 
services. We may encour-
age our homeless friends to 
be empowered to help 
themselves and our com-
munity. We are praying 
about where God is leading 
us next. I wanted to try to 
give you as much infor-
mation as possible about 
the Saturday program. I 
know many of you are dis-
appointed by this turn of 
events, and I join with you 

and I encourage our vol-
unteers to continue their 
work with them. The Sat-
urday Engagement Cen-
ter will also remain in op-
eration, hopefully adding 
more services, such as 
dental, medical and other 
basic needs for those who 
live on the street.  

Several of our members 
are also asking what we 
can do to re-engage our 
care of the homeless in 
San Clemente. We may 
start street outreach Pastor Brenda Bos 

On June 10th we will be 

celebrating the anniversary 

of our beloved Pastor with 

a brunch between ser-

vices.  On this day we will 

also have a guest choir, 

Common Ground. The day 

is shaping up to be an ex-

cellent day for acknowl-

edging our unique minis-

tries. 

If you are interested in 

helping out, bringing a 

dish for brunch, or just 

Pastor Brenda Four Year Anniversary!  

   

participating please let 

Louise Gilliam or Laura Pe-

phens know.  By the grace 

of God this will be another 

Fun Time we share!  

CLC Clean Up Day! 
Our church family is get-
ting together for our annual 
clean-up day on May 12th 
at 9 AM.  

We will be freshening up 
the campus and the beach 
supplies with the help of a 
little elbow grease from 
participants like you.  

Some of the items on our 
to do list include: 

 Minor cosmetic fixes 

If cleaning is the bees 
knees in your book or if 
you love to help out please 
talk to Pastor Brenda or 
sign up for our clean up 
day on the volunteer sheet 
at beach church. Hope to 
see you there and thank 
you for your participation! 

 Organizing the Little Li-
brary 

 Power washing the beach 
chairs. 

 Power washing the side-
walks, fences and signage 

 Cleaning up the fireside 
room 

 Making sure all office fur-
niture is child and earth-
quake safe. 



CLC Book Club  

May 23 

“The Great 
Alone” by 
Kristen Han-
nah. “This is 
a daring, 
beautiful, stay
-up-all-night 
story about 

love and loss, the fight for 
survival, and the wildness 
that lives in both humans 
and nature.  Hannah is the 

author of the acclaimed 
“The Nightingale,” which 
we enjoyed reading a couple 
of years ago.    

June 20 

“The Wom-
an in Cabin 
10” by Ruth 
Ware, a 
maritime 
mystery!   
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Events 

The Women 
of the 
ELCA have 
begun a 
brave new 
adventure! 
We will be 
using “The 
Artist’s 

Rule” by Christine Valters 
Painter to explore our spir-

May 9, at 1pm in the Fire-
side Room for all kinds of 
refreshing.  

WELCA—Women Get Creative 

itual lives and our creative 
spirits. We are a small 
group of women who meet 
monthly to chat, snack and 
try a variety of contempla-
tive practices. We will pray 
and read scripture and 
combine spiritual practice 
with artistic expression. It 
is surprisingly satisfying! . 
Please join us Wednesday 

Please plan to join this 
fellowship of readers on 
Wednesday night, May 
22, at 6 p.m. in the Fire-
side Room at church for a 
lively discussion and deli-
cious potluck din-
ner.  Bring a friend! 

Judy Franz 

CLC’s Book Club’s upcoming good reads for the next two months are: 

news of our La Cristianita 
Preschool families and the 
people who live in senior 
living facilities near the 
church. We are always 
seeking the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance, and we believe 

the Spirit speaks through 
you, our members and 
friends. If you have ideas, 
please share them!  

Each year the new council 
holds a Saturday retreat in 
May to dream about the fu-
ture of Christ Lutheran 
Church. This year the coun-
cil will be pondering more 
deeply how to meet the 

Council Corner 
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From The Director… 

A BABY’S VERSION A baby asked God, the Heavenly Father : 

“They tell me you are sending me to earth tomorrow, but how am I going to live there being so small 
and helpless?” 

“Your angel will be waiting for you and will take care of you.” 

The child further inquired, “But tell me, here in heaven I don’t have to do anything but sing and smile 
to be happy.” 

God said, “Your angel will sing for you and will also smile for you.   In addition, you will feel your an-
gel’s genuine love and warmth, and you will be very happy.” 

Again the child asked, “And how am I going to be able to understand when people talk to me if I don’t 
know the language?” 

God said, “Your angel will tell you the most beautiful and sweet words you will ever hear, and with 
much patience and care.  Your angel will lovingly teach you how to speak.” 

“And what am I going to do when I wish to talk to you?” 

God said, “Your guardian angel will place your hands together and will teach you how to pray.” 

“Who will protect me?” 

God said, “Your angel will defend you at all costs,  even if it means risking its life.” 

“But I will always be sad because I will not see you anymore.” 

God said, “Your angel will always talk to you about Me and will teach you the way to come back to 
Me, even though I will always be next to you.” 

At that moment there was much peace in Heaven, but voices from Earth could be heard and the 
child hurriedly asked, “God, if I am to leave now, please tell me my angel’s name.” 

“You will simply call her, ‘Mom’.” 

A MOTHER’S LOVE STORY 

As we approach Mother’s Day, l hope all of our Mom’s can remember the important job we 
have been given as our child’s first and most important teacher. Love them!   Teach them! 
And appreciate every minute! 

Leigh Ann Downie-Economy, Director 

La Cristianita Preschool  
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Happy May eve-
ryone! Have you heard 
the old saying “Attitude 
is Everything”? What if 
this really is the secret 
to success? I was walk-
ing through the grocery 
store the other day, in a 
really good mood.  I 
don’t know the reason 
why, but I was happy. I 
felt good. I wasn’t in a 
hurry. Nothing bothered 
me. Shockingly, every-
one around me acted 
the same way. People 
were smiling. They 
were chatty. They were 
polite and courteous. It 
was the most enjoyable 
shopping experience I 
think I’ve ever had. 

Have you noticed 
this? You often are 

treated in accordance with 
how you act. You are in a 
hurry so everything is 
bothersome. You had a bad 
day at the office, you are 
short with people, they are 
short right back. Converse-
ly, you smile at someone 
and they smile back. You 
say “good morning” and 
they say “good morning” 
back. 

After my wonderful 
grocery shopping experi-
ence, I began to wonder if 
maybe that is Jesus’s se-
cret.  He has an amazing 
attitude! (I mean, he’s the 
son of God and all that, so 
aside from that). Jesus was 
kind and patient. He was a 
great listener. He was a 
good host (for 5,000 on a 
number of occasions). Je-

sus was calm and helpful. 
The masses flocked to 
him because he was amaz-
ing to be around. 

He tells us to treat 
others like we would like 
to be treated and we do 
that some of the time. We 
do it when we are in a 
good mood, when we 
have a good atti-
tude.  Imagine how much 
better life would be if we 
did all of the time. With a 
good attitude all of the 
time, we would treat peo-
ple well all of the time, 
then people would treat us 
well all of the time. 

So remember the 
next time you are 
out.  Attitude is Every-
thing! 

Caption Contest! 

We candidly captured on camera one of our 
youngest attendees at beach church  recently, and 
thought, how wonderfully fun it would it be to 
hold a caption contest explaining what this little 
one is thinking/doing. A child’s mind is an open 
book so the world is your oyster. 

Examples of captions for the contest: 

 Where’s the coloring page? 

 Is it time to sing yet? 

 Hmm, what’s this? This isn’t a Peppa Pig book! 

Please send all captions to secre-
tary@clcsanclemente.org and we will feature them 
in the June newsletter. Thank you! 

 

 

Shay Arnett 



 Tea for Military Wives Happening May 26 

San Clemente Military Fami-
ly Outreach is hosting its 5th 
annual tea for military wives 
on Saturday, May 26, from 2-
4 p.m. at St. Andrew’s by-the
-Sea Methodist Church.  This 
year’s theme is “Tea for 
Two—It’s All About You” 
and wives are invited to bring 
a child age 6 or older or a 
friend.  Forty wives, plus 
guests, children and volun-
teers are expected—100 in 
all.  In addition to a lovely tea 
catered by chef Stephanie 
Harrelson of No Small Pota-
toes Catering and a member 
of Palisades Methodist, a spe-
cial addition to this year’s tea 
is a fashion show coordinated 
by Michelle Alexander of 
Rascal’s Ladies Boutique in 
downtown San Clemen-
te.  Michelle hosted a trunk 
show recently with a percent-
age of sales donated to SCM-
FO.  Both her husband, father 
and father-in-law are military 
combat veterans, so SCM-
FO’s work is dear to her 
heart.  Models will include 
two military wives and two 
SCMFO volunteers: our 
friend from Gloria Dei, 
Daneen Pysz, and Gina Ram-
beau, Judy Franz’s daugh-
ter.  Wives and guests are in-
vited to dress up and wear 
hats! 

The Surfside Quilters Guild 
has donated 25 beautiful 
quilts which will be raffled 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH Page 6 

off to the wives and every 
wife will receive a “big” gift 
of the pampering kind (salon 
and spa visits, massage gift 
certificates, gift cards for 
lunch out or a movie, fashion 
accessories, make-up, hair 
products, candles, perfumes, 
lotion).  Additionally we’ll 
have small goodie bags of 
personal products (lip gloss, 
nail polish, hand cream) for 
the wives and something spe-
cial for the friends and 
kids.  And every guest will 
receive a tea cup and saucer 
as a memento of the day 
(after using it for their tea)! 
And SCMFO is planning to 
gift each mom at the tea (and 
other military mothers 
throughout the year) with 
several hours of child care at 
any of Camp Pendleton’s 
child development centers, 
thanks to one of our CLC 
members who is a retired mil-
itary wife, has been fundrais-
ing for this effort,  More on 
this (and her!) next month 
when the program is a done 
deal. 
Several of you dear members 
of CLC have already volun-
teered to help at the tea or 
have donated goodie bag 

items (so much appreciat-
ed), but if anyone else 
would like to volunteer or 
provide a gift, please con-
tact Judy Franz at 310-866-
0378 or ju-
nofranz@aol.com.  She is 
chairing the tea again this 
year and recently joined the 
SCMFO board.  “The gener-
osity of our church members 
toward those in need in our 
community, from the home-
less to the young enlisted 
families at Camp Pendleton, 
is awesome,” says Ju-
dy.  “Prayers are appreciat-
ed for a wonderful event for 
military wives.” 

Ours is one of many local 
churches, organizations, 
businesses and caring indi-
viduals that support SCM-
FO, which is an all-
volunteer nonprofit with of-
fices at St. An-
drew’s.  SCMFO’s mission 
is to provide emergency fi-
nancial and material assis-
tance to military families E6 
and below, as well as con-
ducting morale events 
throughout the year.  Visit 
www.militaryfamilyoutreac
h.com for more 
information. Judy Franz 

mailto:junofranz@aol.com
mailto:junofranz@aol.com
http://www.militaryfamilyoutreach.com
http://www.militaryfamilyoutreach.com
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We updated our website!!  
Please check it out at: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Help others find us, review us on  YELP! 
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 

 

   CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

*Worship Services:  

  8:00 AM at North beach;  
  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

Acupuncture+ 5:30-7:00 PM 

YOGA             8 AM and 5 PM 
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May 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1** 
 

2 3 

YOGA 

4 5 

6* 7 8** 9 

WELCA  

1 PM 

10 

YOGA 

11 12 

CLC Clean Up 

Day 

13* 

Mother’s Day 

14 15** 
 

16 17 

YOGA 

18 

Synod Assem-

bly 

19 

20* 

Flying Solo 

130 PM 

21 22** 23 

Book Club  

6 PM 

24 

YOGA 

25 26 

SCMFO Tea 

2-4 PM 

27* 28 29** 30 31 

YOGA 

  


