
500 years ago Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 Theses on the 
door of the church in Witten-
berg. As we talked about all 
last month, Luther loved  his 
church & wanted it to do 
better. He saw that it had lost 
sight of its original mission, 
to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Luther was simply 
asking the church to return to 
what mattered most: Christ, 
scriptures, faith & grace. 
Sadly, these ideas were revo-
lutionary. One might argue 
they are still revolutionary 
ideas today. 
On October 18, I attended an 
ecumenical prayer service 
for Christian Unity at Christ 
Cathedral in Garden Grove. 
You may remember this 
building as the Crystal Ca-
thedral back in the day. Now 
the grounds are owned by 
the Roman Catholic diocese 
of Orange. The cathedral is 
under major construction. 
The night we were, 200 Lu-

therans & Catholics joined 
together in the original sanc-
tuary, now a chapel. We 
walked past three separate 
prayer services going on in 
other parts of the grounds at 
the same time. The place 
was certainly alive & well! 
Our Lutheran bishop, Andy 
Taylor, & the Catholic Bish-
op of Orange, Kevin Vann, 
each spoke to the congrega-
tion of their experiences of 
Catholic/Lutheran relations 
over the past fifty years. 
Both remembered their 
churches being very close to 
either the Lutheran or Catho-
lic church, & how people 
nodded to each other on Sun-
day mornings, but there was 
a general sense of suspicion 
at the worst, or at least dis-
tance. Both spoke about how 
happy they were to be work-
ing together on matters to-
day. I processed into the 
sanctuary in full clerical 
garb, white alb & stole, next 
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to Father William & Fa-
ther Peter, two young 
Catholic priests who sang 
“A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God” louder & better than 
me.  
There was genuine 
warmth & friendship 
shared that night. After-
wards I met three couples 
who were interfaith, Cath-
olic & Lutheran, who had 
not been able to be mar-
ried in the church fifty 
years ago because neither 
church would allow it. We 
thank God that today we 
happily marry interfaith 
couples & celebrate the 
commonality, rather than 
be stopped by difference. 
Reformers of all types, 
within churches, organiza-
tions & families are con-
stantly challenged by the 
need to change versus the 
fear of going too far. We 
struggle with this as a 
church, at both the nation-
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Council Corner  

    
  

Welcome to Council Corner! 
October is usually a fabu-
lous month. The weather 
starts to turn. It begins to 
feel like fall. We decorate 
for Halloween. Things are 
right in the world.  

A friend once said, “the only 
thing you can control is your 
attitude”. This statement re-
ally makes you stop and 
think. I cannot control how 
someone treats me. I cannot 
control if I get cut off on the 
freeway. I cannot control 
who runs my country. The 
only thing that I can control 
is my attitude. I can control 
how I feel. I can control 
how I think. I can control 
how I treat others. To adopt 
this is to really take control 
of your own life. 

Our attitude is either an im-
pediment or advantage in 
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how we live everyday. It re-
ally is a game changer. Just 
think how it would feel to 
only be positive, to see the 
good in things. Imagine the 
impact we would have on 
others.  

I think that is what we have 
going on in our congregation 
right now. We are a group of 
people with a great attitude. 
We have sand in our shoes, 
that’s ok. We have to move 
to other side of the beach, 
we can do that. We have 
people with special needs… 
it’s cool: we adjust how we 
do worship. Everything is 
ok. Everything is easy. It’s 
all in our attitude. We thank 
God for this ease. We realize 
it comes from trusting God’s 
work in our lives.  

Our next council meeting is 
November 21, 2017 at 5:30 

pm in the Fireside Room. 
We encourage any and all 
who want to come. I might 
bring pumpkin pie!  God 
bless. 

 

al & local levels. I think 
the reformation of the 
church today is to con-
stantly challenge our-
selves to be open to more 
& more people while 
maintaining our commit-

ment to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Fifty years ago we 
could not imagine worship-
ping with Roman Catholics 
& Lutherans together. To-
day we cannot imagine wor-
shipping regularly with peo-

ple of other faiths. Per-
haps that is the next 
reformation. We pray for 
God to lead us forward, 
eyes on Jesus, trusting in 
His wisdom! 
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-Shay Arnett 

- Pastor Brenda Bos 
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post has received, and with 
what they feel they don’t 
have in life that they forget 
to appreciate all they DO 
have!  How can we change 
that?  How can we help so-
ciety change this? 

 I love the idea of a 
gratitude jar where every 
day each member of the 
family drops in a slip of one 
thing they are grateful 
for...then these are read out 
load on whatever schedule 
is set when the family is to-
gether.  At our boys  middle 
school, some of the teachers 
have the kids keep a grati-
tude journal that they write 
in each day...another great 
idea!  As parents, how do 
we remember what we are 
grateful for?  In what way 
do we count our blessings 
in the midst of the  craziness 
of parenting?  For most of 
us, this offers us an oppor-
tunity to really look within 
and assess how often we 
stop to think about our 
blessings.  Our children 
learn by example and even 
when we try to set a great 
example, the reality is that 
society makes it a challenge 
for our kids to remember 

the example we have tried 
to set. 

 In my life, before I 
get out of bed each morn-
ing I run through the 
things I am grateful for.  I 
thank God for my family, 
for strong and healthy 
children, for our home, for 
my job, for all of the little 
hugs I receive each 
day...and for so much 
more!  So this month, No-
vember 2017, I challenge 
all of us to come up with a 
way to daily count our      
blessings.  To be mindful 
of  all of the things we 
have to thank God for.  Let 
this holiday season not be 
about the “likes”, the pre-
sents, or the craziness.  
Let’s end 2017 being simp-
ly, grateful!   Even in the 
hardest of times, there is 
so much to be grateful for! 

 

Count your blessings, be 
grateful and have a Happy 
Thanksgiving, 

 

Leigh Ann Downie—
Economy 

Director 
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From the Director… 

 It’s November!   The 
month to count our bless-
ings, be grateful, and ap-
preciate.  As I sat down to 
work on this  newsletter, I 
was trying to get an inspi-
ration for what I wanted to 
say.  As I sorted through my 
words in my head, I flipped 
over to Facebook and, im-
mediately, my feed popped 
up a million ways to start!  
But the first thing that 
popped up  was a picture of 
one of our preschool 
friends, snuggled on the 
couch in a blanket with her 
dad...the post read, 
“Snuggling together talking 
about what we are grateful 
for. Love these mornings”   
What a perfect example of 
what I was trying to put in-
to words! 

 At my house, I try to 
talk often about what we 
are grateful for, how 
blessed we are.  The reality 
of 3 teenage boys reminds 
me that we don’t talk about 
it often enough!  That in 
life, our children get so 
caught up in what everyone 
else has, with how many 
“likes” their social media 
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This last Thursday we had 
one of our most successful 
Fall Carnival Ever. Thank 
you to all who participated! 
We had families dining on 
hamburgers, hot dogs, cot-
ton candy, and popcorn 
while others were partici-
pating in games set up by 
the teachers like the cake 
walk and pumpkin bowling.  

CHRIST LUTHERAN 

But the biggest hits of the 
night, by far, were our 
bounce houses and kid 
friendly DJ. The bounce 
houses featured a giant slide 
and an obstacle course that 
were friendly for all ages, 
and our DJ spun some great 
top 40 and kid friendly hits 
that got the little ones danc-
ing! 

Our silent auction was such 
a success too! Thank you to 
the following donors: 
Aquarium of the Pacific, 
Boot Barn, Camp Bow 
Wow, Casa Romantica, the 
Ceramics Studio, Chance 
Theatre, Chipotle, Ciao 
Pasta, the Clines, Curves, 
Discovery Cube, Emerald 
Isle Golf Course, the Gha-
bours, Happa J’s, Hennes-
sey’s, Hornblower Cruises, 
In-n-Out, Improv, Irvine 
Lanes, Lost Winds, Mi-
chael Shannon DDS, Mis-
sion San Juan, Nerdwax, 
Nick’s, Ocean Institute, 
Oriental Trading Co, Pica-
boo.com, Pretend City, 
Rainbow, the Outlets, the 
Schusters, SD Zoo, Shan-
non Maria @ Salon Pali-
sades, South Coast Rep, 
Trevor on the Tracks, Wa-
hoos, Waterbabies, Wyland 
Foundation and Zoomars.  

La Cristianita Fall Carnival was a  Success! 
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cussion of “11/22/63” by 
Stephen King.  Not hor-
ror, this is a time travel 
novel, following an Eng-
lish teacher who tries to 
stop the JFK assassina-
tion.  Those who’ve al-
ready read it give it rave 
reviews.  We welcome all, 
whether you’ve read the 
book or not!   
 

On December 12, we’re 
doing a round-table read 
of “The Christmas Story” 
by Jean Shepherd.  Yes, 
it’s the story that inspired 
the movie!  Should be 

tional magazine “Gather”. 
In November we will be 
continuing our study of the 
Apostle’s Creed. This an-
cient creed still has much 
to teach us today. 
We wish to invite all wom-
en of our church to this 
meeting in the Fireside 
Room.  
 “W” stands for WOMEN, 
meaning ALL WOMEN 
OF ALL AGES who wor-
ship at C.L.C.—either 
Beach or Sanctuary!  You 
do not need to have had  
Bible study background -- 
just a willingness to priori-

tize 1½ hours each 2nd or 
3rd Tuesday afternoon of 
the month for lively la-
dies’ fellowship - sharing 
– caring, listening – learn-
ing,  sipping – snacking  
and thoughtful praying.    
HOPE TO SEE YOU 
THERE on the 21st at 1 
PM. 

WELCA—Women Rejoice 

CLC Book Club News for November 

fun!  We’re having an ap-
petizer and dessert pot-
luck that night.  If you’ve 
never been to CLC’s book 
club before, this might be 
the night for you!  Read 
on! 
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Women of the ELCA meets 
monthly for a wonderful 
time of conversation, re-
freshments and a Bible 
Study, provided by the na-

Please 
join us 
at 6 
p.m. 
on 
Nov. 
14 in 
the 
Fire-
side 
Room 
at 
church 

for a potluck (bring any-
thing that occurs to you—
you’d be amazed how good 
our catch-as-you-can pot-
lucks are) and a great dis-

Events 



ings are chance to get to 
know people a bit better. 
(have you ever wondered 
what Pastor Brenda’s 
friend Sharks McToothy’s 
favorite fish is, or who is 
the best dancer in the con-
gregation?) We will also 

What’s a Cottage Meeting and Why Should I Go? 

learn what keeps you 
coming back to our 
church (do you love hav-
ing your toes in the sand 
while listening to God’s 
word; is this church the 
closest to your home), and 
what dreams you may 
have for our future. 
(World travel anyone?) 
Pastor Brenda will also 
share her ministry visions 
and talk about generosity. 
Watch your email and 
mailbox for invitations. 
Hope you can make it.  
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Christ Lutheran Church is 
hosting a series of cottage 
meetings, meaning a special 
gathering of friends in 
members’ homes in the 
months of November and 
December. These gather-

Mary’s 
Feast, a 
wonder-
filled, 
spiritual 
event at 
the begin-
ning of 
the Ad-
vent Sea-
son each 

year, hosted by St. An-
drew’s by the Sea  and Pali-
sades Methodist churches, 
is set for Dec. __ this year.  

Many churches, local 
groups and individuals at-
tend this heartwarming 
night, which is a “baby 
shower” for Mary and her 
son Jesus.  All the gifts 
brought to the event by 
attendees (diapers, one-
sies, tiny outfits, receiving 
blankets, quilts and much, 
much more) are combined 
into layettes for the SCM-
FO baby shower for 40 
expectant military moms 
in January!   Christ Lu-

theran would love to fill a 
table of 8 or 10 again this 
year.  A special evening of 
fellowship, singing and 
love of the baby Jesus. 

Mary’s Feast is Back 

- Judy Franz 

Events 



welcoming space, creat-
ed in her memory, will 
help foster their bond with 
books.  

Betty we love you and 

miss you and hope you 
are smiling down on us. 
Your memory will live on 
for generations in the kids 
of La Cristianita.  

Betty’s Book Nook 
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Thanks to generous dona-
tions from Ed Buck and 
others who loved Betty we 
were able to covert our re-
ception area into “Betty’s 
Book Nook”!  

“Betty’s Book Nook” is a 
comfortable place for the 
La Cristianita Preschool 
kids and their teachers to 
enjoy story time! It is also 
home to the many dona-
tions of books given in Bet-
ty’s honor. Our goal was to 
pass along the love of read-
ing to the young ones as 
Betty did; and we hope this 

“Salute to Military Stars,” 
SCMFO’s 2017 fundraiser in 
October at Talega Golf Club 
was amazingly supported by 
Christ Lutheran Church! 

Between 
the silent 
and live 
auctions 
we raised 
over 
$5500!  It 
was a 
great 
night to 
honor 

military families, (eight ser-
vice members were in at-
tendance), celebrate a very 
special volunteer, enjoy fel-
lowship, a good dinner, mu-
sic and entertainment and 
“bid big” on silent and live 

auction prizes.  Proceeds 
will go first to provide up to 
1,000 turkey dinners and all 
the fixings for enlisted fami-
lies living on base, with the 
balance helping to meet 
emergency needs of military 
families all year long. 

 

Thank you to members Bill & 
Kathy Meairs, Bill Vasilaus-
kas, Louise & Pat Gilliam, 
Mary Whitman, Linda Kop-
perud, Lois Faist and Wendy 
Thurn for providing silent 
auction prizes/donations.  And 
thank you to Pastor Brenda, 
Mike & Dellita Kobold, Gerry 
Loughman, Bridget Callanan, 
Lois Faist, Laura Pephens, Pat 
& Louise Gilliam, Judy & 
Norman Franz and friends 
Mirtha Wincele and Gina 
Rambeau for attending the 
event.  Blessings to you all! 

 

CLC Members Support Military Families! 

Thank you 
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We may 
have had a 
smaller 
than usual 
team on 
Sunday, 

Oct. 15, when the Family 
Assistance Ministries' 30th 
Annual Hunger Walked 
happened in downtown 
San Clemente, but we had 
a bigger than ever re-
sponse to our requests for 
donations!! 

Thank you to everyone 
who donated!  Including 
the church and preschool’s 
$500 sponsorship of the 
event (which meant we 
had our logo on the T-
shirt, an ad in the program, 
and got to provide CLC/
LCP post-it notes in the 
goodie bags for all walk-

ers), we raised more than 
$3,300.  Way to go, little 
church with a big heart! 

Thank you to our walking 
team:  Marc Portillo (once 
again, our biggest fund-
raiser), Cathy & Keith 

Thank You, Hunger Walkers and Donors! 

Baumgarn (FAM volunteer 
Cathy was also on the Hun-
ger Walk Committee), Pas-
tor Brenda, Kirk Goodfel-
low, Norman & Judy Franz, 
Anita O’Toole (who also 
works for FAM) and Anita 
Fiorenza.   

Walkers: Keith Baumgarn, Marc Portillo, Kirk Goodfellow,  
Norman and Judy Franz, Anita Fiorenza and Pastor Brenda  

Is Pastor Brenda's desk 
haunted? No, her Halloween 
lunch was delivered and 
decorated by Dellita Kob-
old. Even the 'poisonous ap-
ple' was delicious. THANK 
YOU to all the volunteers 
who are bringing Pastor 
Brenda lunch. You are life-
savers! 

Just a reminder. Here are the 
Pastor Lunch sign ups for 
November. 

Pastor Lunches  
Nov. 7—8 Pastor Away 
Nov. 14—Brad/Kathie S. 
Nov. 15—Laura P. 
Nov. 21—Kathy M. 
Nov. 22—Kirk/ Dee G. 
Nov. 28—29 Pastor Away 

There are still dates availa-
ble in December if you 
would like to bring or have 
lunch with Pastor Brenda, 
(décor not required :D ). 
Contact the office if you are 
interested. 

Thank you 
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*Worship Services at 8:00 AM at North beach; 10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 
+LCP chapel—11:15 AM 
Yoga@ 8:30 AM , 6:30 PM Mondays and 8:30 AM Fridays 
Acupuncture+ 5:30-7:00 PM 

November 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 1 

+LCP Chapel 
 

2 

 

3 

Yoga@ 

4 

 

5* 

Homeless 
Lunch  
11:30 AM 

6 

Yoga@ 

7** 

+LCP Chapel 
 

8 

LCP Family 
First @ Stuft 
Pizza  

9 

 

10 

Yoga@ 

11 

 

12* 

Cottage 
Meeting 
12 PM  

13 

Yoga@ 

LCP Thanks-
giving Feast 

14** 

Acupuncture+  

Book Club 6PM 

Cottage   
Meeting 10 AM 
and 6 PM 

15 

Laundry Love 
2:00-5:00 PM 

+LCP Chapel 
 

16 

 

17 

Yoga@ 

18 

Flying Solo 
1 PM  
Selma’s Pizza  

19* 

Cottage  
Meeting 
2 PM 

 

20 

Yoga@ 

21**  
WELCA 1 PM 

Council Meet-
ing 5:30  PM 

+LCP Chapel 

22 
 

 

23 

Thanksgiving 

24 

Yoga@ 

25 

26* 
 

27 

Yoga@ 

28** 

Acupuncture+ 

29 
+LCP Chapel 

Cottage  
Meeting 2 Pm 

30   
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