
was over at the passing of 
the peace. I had to invite 
them to stick around for Ho-
ly Communion; they had not 
been following along in the 
bulletin!  
Afterward my friend wrote 
me a remarkable observa-
tion. She felt like the Holy 
Spirit blew through the place 
and onto me. (I hesitate to 
tell you this, as I do not want 
this to be a story about me, 
but rather what God is do-
ing.) 
I told her we have been pray-
ing for exactly this thing for 
years. We have been asking 
the Holy Spirit to be part of 
all we do. As I told her, “A 
friendly welcome is good. 
Feeling God’s presence is 
way better.”   
As we continue to answer 
God’s call to love and serve 
others, I ask that you contin-
ue to pray for the Holy Spirit 
to blow through and around 
us. It is not enough for peo-
ple to leave our service 
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Two high school friends of 
mine worshipped with us on 
the beach a few weeks ago. 
They were familiar with a 
few of the traditions in 
which I was raised: Christian 
Reformed, which is the 
mostly Dutch denomination 
of my childhood, and Ameri-
can Baptist, which was my 
church home in early adult-
hood and again in my thir-
ties. My friends do not have 
a lot of exposure to liturgical 
churches, and, as I was, they 
were probably raised with a 
strong suspicion of liturgy in 
worship. “Too staid”, “Why 
do you say all these things 
by rote?” “Where’s the spon-
taneity?” Mind you, they had 
not said any of these things, 
but it is certainly the type of 
thing I said before I became 
a Lutheran. So I was not sure 
how they would respond to 
our liturgy. 
My friends enjoyed the ser-
vice, although they thought it 
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thinking we are nice peo-
ple. It is critical they leave 
knowing God is with 
them. Our call as a church 
is to cultivate the Spirit’s 
work among us. Our call 
as a church is to remain 
open to the Spirit’s move-
ment through prayer and 
study.  
Church becomes less 
and less about what we 
do and more and more 
about what God is do-
ing.  
Thank you for joining in 
this welcome of the Spirit 
among us.  

-Pastor Brenda Bos 
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Lisa Higginbotham, 
ELCA gift planner 

Are your estate plans re-
flective of the generosity 
and intentions you voiced 
in action and words while 
living?  We expect if we 
have an estate plan, all is 
taken care of, but derail-
ers can occur, leaving a 
different result for the re-
ality of our estate.  Some 
thoughts to consider as 
you implement charitable 
giving into your estate 
plan might be: 

Charitable intentions-  
Will your wishes be fol-
lowed at death to reflect 
the generosity you have 
felt during your lifetime 
and the support your de-
sires share? 

Implementing your de-
sires efficiently can save 
your heirs anxiety and 
distribute assets effec-
tively in a timely fashion. 

Tax Efficiency should be 
considered when discern-
ing which assets to leave 
to whom. 

Having a deliberate 
plan that is easily imple-
mented and followed by 
your heirs will decrease 

heartache, frustration and 
confusion after you are 
gone, giving your loved 
ones a time to rest and re-
cover from the loss of you. 

You may want to avoid 
probate and have a will. 

Family issues should be 
reflected accurately in 
your plans. Marriage, di-
vorce, a child with special 
needs, or blended family 
needs can change. 

Assets can change with 
sales and purchases, fluctu-
ations in the market, or cat-
astrophic events leading to 
a change in net worth. 

Loved ones may have life-
style issues, such as a 
loved one with substance 
abuse problems or poor fi-
nancial decisions. 
A change in tax law could 
affect your plans. 

 Unexpected death or in-
capacity can derail the best 
of intentions, even though 
we thought we would “get 
to it soon”. 

It has been my honor and 
privilege to work with your 
Legacy Committee. Our 
intent is to update you on 
our actions, offer education 

and ideas, and motivate 
you to action that repre-
sents your charitable intent 
toward the organizations 
and communities you love.  
If you so choose, ELCA 
Foundation has provided 
my services as a free re-
source to review your exist-
ing, or create new, legacy 
planning that fulfills your 
desires and intent.  Togeth-
er, we will connect your 
support of all the ministry 
that brings joy to your 
heart, the hope of future 
ministry, and the sustaina-
bility of the church to your 
legacy plan.  I am here as a 
resource to you with a pure 
heart and mind for your 
church and passions. Please 
call me at (805) 910-5048 
or email at li-
sa.higginbotham@elca.org 
to schedule an appointment 
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When I 
was a 
child, 
sum-
mer va-
cation 
was the 
greatest 

thing in the world. No 
school, no homework, no 
bedtime. I was allowed to 
stay out with my friends. I 
was allowed to have sleepo-
vers on “school nights”. I 
was allowed to stay up as 
long as I wanted. The magi-
cal combination of sunshine 
and freedom was intoxicat-
ing. I looked forward to 
summer vacation all 
through elementary school, 
middle school, and high 
school. It never lost its lus-
tre. Even after I got a job, 
just waiting tables but still - 
a job, I looked forward to 
summer vacation. Clearly 
my love didn’t stem from 
lack of responsibility, I 
mean, I had to go to work 
and yet I still wanted my 
summer vacation. The feel-
ing lasted all through col-
lege. Even after I graduated 
from college. Even after I 
got married. Even after I 
become a mother. I contin-
ued to look forward to sum-
mer. I waited to feel like a 

grown up and not long for 
summer, but it never came. 

I still long for sum-
mer vacation. It’s different 
now than when I was a 
child, but the feeling is still 
there. Now I look forward 
to long days, warm weather 
and actual vacations during 
summer. I look forward to 
my kids being home, sitting 
out on the patio after work 
and warm mornings at 
Beach Church. Mostly 
though, I love the extended 
time with my family. My 
kids are home from college. 
There is time to hang out at 
the beach because it’s light 
so late and we go to Lake 
Powell. 

Two full weeks of 
family time (and by family 
time, I mean family time.) 
We are on a houseboat with 
Grandparents, aunts, uncles 
and cousins for a total of 12 

people. It truly is amazing! 
We laugh, we eat, we swim 
and we talk. The sun, the 
fun and the love are so 
abundant that it’s apparent 
God is present.   

And that’s the truth 
isn’t it? God is present. He 
is present all the time. I’d 
like to say he’s more present 
in the summer, but maybe 
that’s just for me. What 
about you? When is God 
most present for you? 

 

-Shay Arnett 
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The summer has 
flown by and we are so ex-
cited to be starting the new 
school year! Within the 
next couple of weeks, many 
new faces will be joining us 
and we are looking forward 
to seeing those faces who 
have been gone for the 
summer. This time of year 
is so exciting as we look 
forward to the year ahead – 
yet for many of you as par-
ents, and for many of our 
children this time is a bit 
scary and overwhelming. 
Every child adjusts to 
school differently. Some 
come bounding through the 
door the very first day, 
barely wave to Mom and 
Dad as they leave, and nev-
er look back. Others come 
in glued to a parent’s leg, 
crying from the minute they 
realized it was a school day, 
and we have to pry them off 
you to start the day. Then 
there are the 
“honeymooners” – these are 
the children that do won-
derfully the first few weeks 
and parents think they have 
made it through with no 
problems, then all of the 
sudden it hits. These are 
simply the most common 
forms of separation anxiety 
– but all children settle in in 
their own way. Our job is to 

constantly reassure them. 
Know that separation anxie-
ty can last for weeks, and 
some children go through 
separation phases their 
whole childhood. They will 
be OK, especially if we are 
OK. Encourage them, be 
positive, be on time, and ask 
lots of questions. Being in-
volved in their school reas-
sures them that this is a 
good place to be! A few 
helpful hints:  

1)Remember to ask specific 
questions. If you simply 
ask what they did at 
school, they will tell you 
“played”. Instead ask what 
art project they did or what 
story the teacher read. For 
older children, ask what if 
they talked about the cal-
endar – do they remember 
the day, month, and year? 
Was there a pattern for the 
calendar numbers and do 
they remember what the 
pattern was? Did they cut 
out their own art and write 
their own name?  

2)Check in with your 
child’s teacher frequently. 
This will help you keep up 
with what’s happening at 
school as well as form a 
relationship with your 
teacher.  

3)Please read all of the ma-
terials we send home! We 
would hate for you to miss 
out on fun things by not 
being informed. Nothing is 
worse than showing up at 
school and having your 
child realize they are not 
prepared for the day!  

4)Make sure your child has 
a nutritious breakfast each 
morning and if they are 
staying for lunch – please 
pack “healthy growing” 
foods. We ask that no can-
dy come to school and the 
children prefer fresh items 
in their lunch box! Last but 
not least  

5)Please be prompt with 
your child’s attendance! 
Preschool sessions start at 
9:00 and ends at 12:00 
(12:30 if your child stays 
for lunch!) Missing school 
causes your child to miss 
out on valuable learning! 
We understand family va-
cations, emergencies, and 
definitely want you to keep 
them home if they are sick! 
But please be sure when 
they are in school that you 
have them here on time – 
and always be on time 
picking them up!! The 
children start to worry 
when they are the last one 
here!  

School is such a won-
derful experience for all of 
us! We welcome you and 
thank you for sharing your 
families with us! Always 
remember that we have an 
open door policy and wel-
come your comments, ques-
tions, or concerns! We look 
forward to getting to know 
you all!  

Leigh Ann Downie-
Economy  

Director  
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-Judy Franz 

CLC Book Club  

FAM Hunger Walk—Save the Date 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH Page 5 

Anita and Pastor Brenda at the 2017 Hunger Walk 

Family Assistance Minis-
tries' 31st Annual Hunger 
Walk is set for Sunday af-
ternoon, Oct. 21, 2018, in 
downtown San Clemen-
te.  Please mark your cal-
endars and plan to join 
our CLC Team of walkers 
or support the team with 
your donations!  Marc 

Portillo has been our star 
walker/donation-getter the 
past few years.  Let’s keep 
up Marc’s winning 
ways!!  Watch for more 
information in upcoming 
church bulletins or check 
out familyassis-
tanceministries.org for 
more info this month.   

“The 
Killers 
of the 
Flower 
Moon” 
by Da-
vid 
Grann is 
the CLC 
Book 

Club selection for Sep-

tember.  This is the page-
turning story of suspicious 
murders in early 20th Cen-
tury Oklahoma, which 
spurred the creation of the 
FBI.  We meet Wednesday, 
Sept. 19, in the Fireside 
Room at church.  That 
night the Book Club will 
make our selections for 
October, November and 

December, so be ready 
with your favorite ti-
tles!  Please bring a pot-
luck dish to 
share.  Having finished 
the book is not required to 
attend our meetings (you 
just need to be okay with 

-Judy Franz 

http://familyassistanceministries.org
http://familyassistanceministries.org
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Events 

SCMFO Salute to Military Stars 

San Clemente Military 
Family Outreach (SCMFO) 
will host its 11th annual 
fundraiser in support of 
military families on Friday 
evening, Nov. 9, at Talega 
Golf Club, from 6 to 9:30 
p.m.  Social hour, silent 
auction, dinner, music, live 
auction, comedy—this 
event has it all!!  Plus a 
chance to thank service 
members and their fami-
lies!  Tickets are $60, 
available at church from 
Judy Franz or Kathy Hartl 
at Beach Church or Lynn 
McKenrick at 10:30 or on-
line 
at www.militaryfamilyoutr
each.com/fallfundraiser (if 
you buy tickets on-line, 
please let Judy know—
junofranz@aol.com—so 
we can make sure all our 

CLC members sit togeth-
er).  If you cannot attend, 
but would still like to help, 
$25 donations (check 
made out to SCMFO or via 
PayPal on the SCMFO 
website) to help provide 
turkey dinners for 1000 
Camp Pendleton families 
are much appreciat-
ed.  Many thanks from 
SCMFO for your support! 
 
SCMFO is a ministry sup-
ported by many caring in-
dividuals, businesses, and 
churches in Dana Point, 
San Juan Capistrano, La-
guna Beach and San 
Clemente—including our 
church!  SCMFO’s mis-
sion is to help meet emer-
gency needs of mostly 
lower rank enlisted fami-
lies whose military pay 

and benefits often do not 
cover unexpected ex-
penses like car repairs, 
extraordinary medical 
needs, and sometimes 
just the basics of food, 
diapers, other baby sup-
plies and basic life 
needs.  SCMFO also pro-
vides morale events 
(baby shower, tea party 
for moms and kids), 
Christmas and Thanks-
giving give-aways.  The 
bulk of the proceeds from 
the “Salute to Military 
Stars” will provide 
Thanksgiving dinners for 
families at Camp Pend-
leton. Thank you for sup-
porting our military fami-
lies who sacrifice so 
much on our behalf. 
 

CLC guests at the 2017  Salute to Military Stars!  

-Judy Franz 
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We updated our website!!  
Please check it out at: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Help others find us, review us on  YELP! 
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 

 

   CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

*Worship Services:  

  8:00 AM at North beach;  
  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

 Acupuncture 5:30-7:00 PM 

 Memory Club @ San Clemente Library 

 Bonfire @ North Beach  
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September 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2* 

 

3 4** 

Acupuncture 

5 

 

 

6 

 

7 1/8 

 

9 

 

 

10 

Emotional 

Health Sup-

port  6 PM 

11** 

Blood Drive  

1-7 PM  

12 

Book Club  

6 PM 

Laundry Love  

13 

 

14 

Memory Club 

1030 AM 

 

15 

Clothing 

and Artisan 

Fair  

16* 

 

 

17 18** 

Acupuncture 

19 

Book Club  

6 PM 

 

 

20 21 22 

 

23/30* 
 

24 

 

25** 

Bonfire 6 PM 

26 

 

27 28 29 

30* 
Capo Care 
Center Ser-
vice 230 PM 

24 

 

  

 

   


