
Pastor’s Message 

afraid.  The gospel of Mark 
tells us the women are too 
frightened to tell anyone 
what’s happened (although 
clearly they tell everyone). 
In the gospel stories where 
Jesus talks to Mary Magda-
lene in the garden, He al-
ways says, “Do not be 
afraid.”  

I imagine the women and 
disciples are afraid because 
they are looking at a risen 
body. We hear this story so 
often we think, “Oh yeah, 
this is the part where Jesus 
shows his wounds…” with-
out thinking through how 
terrifying that would be. 
How unsettling. Possibly 
how nauseating. 

There is a larger fear in this 
story. It’s one I personally 
am facing this season. If Je-
sus is really raised from the 
dead, everything we know is 
changed. New possibilities 
emerge. The ground under 
our feet shifts. We can trust 
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Christ is Risen! He is risen 
indeed! 

Oh, how we like to say that. 
Or maybe we don’t even 
think about it. We know to 
answer “He is risen indeed!” 
whenever someone says 
“Christ is Risen,” much like 
we say “And also with you” 
whenever someone says 
“The Lord be with you.”  

Shay Arnett’s article this 
month on Easter services 
hints at this: we love Easter 
because we know the story 
and although we hear the 
same one every year, we are 
happy to hear it again. The 
repetition is comforting, 
even grounding. It’s a great 
story, filled with hope and 
wonder. The same is true of 
the Christmas story: we 
know how it goes and yet we 
gather to hear it again and 
again. 

The Easter story also has a 
lot of fear in it. The women 
are afraid. The guards are 
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Jesus in new ways.  

This is not good news. We 
think we know how life 
works. We think we know 
how scenarios will play 
out. I’m incredibly guilty 
of this: I pretend I’m open 
to various outcomes, but I 
usually have an expecta-
tion of how things are go-
ing to work out. We all do 
it: we’re smart people, we 
learn from experience! 

But to believe in a Risen 
Jesus is to accept that all 
bets are off. God can do 
amazing things. God can 
surprise us. Do you like 
surprises? Sometimes, but 
not always. When God 
raised Jesus from the 
dead, God showed new 
power. Great! And uh-oh. 
We cannot assume we 
know the end of any story. 
We cannot assume we can 
force a solution. God can, 
and God alone.  
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cred responses. Christ is 

Risen, He is risen indeed!  

Their fear actually drove 

them forward, propelled by 

the Holy Spirit who com-

forts but also motivates. 

The same can be true for 

us. How do you feel when 

you say the words? Joyful? 

Anxious? Expectant? A bit 

overwhelmed? All are sa-

You may find great com-

fort in this, or this may 

make you quite uneasy. 

Ask God to show you 

how you really feel about 

a Risen Savior. How can 

your fears help you? The 

early church was filled 

with frightened people. 

Give Unto Caesar What is Caesar’s                                                                              
   

Hopefully you  are surviv-
ing  another tax season!  
Did you give more to Cae-
sar than you wanted to?   
Jesus says in Mark 12:17, 
“Give unto Caesar what is 
Caesar’s and unto God 
what is God’s”.   Fortu-
nately, our Caesar today is 
more generous and allows 
us to give more to God.  In 

fact, our Caesar rewards us 
for giving to God and oth-
er charities by way of tax 
deductions.  Moreover, we 
can actually give to God 
what would normally go to 
Caesar through creative 
tax planning, especially 
when it comes to estate 
planning.  For further in-
formation as to how this is 

done, contact our congre-
gation’s gift planner, Greg 
Shepherd at: 909-
910=6823 or by email at: 
endowquest@gmail.com, 
or Lisa Higginbotham at 
773-380-2477 or li-
sa.higginbotham@elca.or
g` 

Pastor Brenda Bos 

Interim Financial Report 
    
  

The following is a sum-
mary of the financial result 
from the first two months 
of this New Year.  I hope 
you find it to be informa-
tive. 

Total Income was $28,702.  
We had budgeted $29,600 
so we had a shortfall of ap-
proximately $900. 

Administrative costs came 
in at $5,892 which is 
$1,780 less than the budg-

eted amount.  This is good! 

We paid $2,861 to the Pa-
cific Synod for benevo-
lence. 

Salaries came in at 
$18,968 which is $648 less 
than the budget. 

Total Expenses were 
$31,357.  We had budgeted 
$34,760 so we were 
$3,403 under budget. 

Our Net Loss was $2,830, 

where we had budgeted 
$5,330.  We are getting 
closer to break even! 

If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to any of the 
Council members, Pastor 
Brenda or myself 
(Lpephens@gmail.com, 
949.248.4596). 

God Bless! 

mailto:endowquest@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.higginbotham@elca.org%60
mailto:lisa.higginbotham@elca.org%60
mailto:lisa.higginbotham@elca.org%60
mailto:Lpephens@gmail.com


 “This is Church” 

Hello Friends. April is 
a fantastic month. This year 
we celebrated Easter and 
April Fool’s Day simultane-
ously.  Do you ever wonder 
how different our lives 
would be if God was play-
ing an April Fool’s Day joke 
when the tomb was open? 
Not only would our percep-
tion of the Lord be very dif-
ferent, our value for Easter 
morning would be very dif-
ferent. Would we go to 
church or just hunt for eggs? 
Would we remember the 
sacrifice that Jesus made for 
us or just hope the Easter 
Bunny brought good candy? 
Does this make you wonder 
about celebrating Easter 
morning and how different it 
can be in so many of our 
lives? Fortunately for all of 
us, the resurrection was not 
a joke. It is the very founda-
tion upon which we base our 
faith. And it is with great joy 
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that we remember every 
year what was done for us. 

Easter is one of those 
rare days in the church that 
sees as many visitors as reg-
ular attenders. Is it because 
they remember their child-
hood? Is it obligation? Or is 
it that people flock to church 
on Resurrection Sunday to 
hear the good news all over 
again? (I like to think it’s the 
latter, but what do I know?) 
Regardless of the reason for 
anyone else, I love church 
Easter morning. It is the on-
ly day of the year that I 
don’t mind getting out of 
bed before the sun rises (and 
that includes Christmas 
morning, I mean, the pre-
sents will wait). I love get-
ting to the beach while it’s 
still dark, saying good morn-
ing to those that I know well 
and those that I will meet for 
the first time. I love listening 
to the message even though 

I’ve heard it every Easter 
for as long as I can remem-
ber. I love watching the 
faces of those in the con-
gregation (we all know that 
I don’t pay a ton of atten-
tion), the wonder, the hap-
piness, the contentment. I 
love seeing people sing and 
smile. It makes me laugh 
when someone has to 
check their phone (I know 
I’ve done it). And it makes 
me proud to be part of 
something so special and 
so unique.   

So whatever the rea-
son, his heart or his 
shoes...wait, that’s the 
Grinch...Sorry!  What I 
mean to say is, whatever 
the reason anyone comes to 
church on Easter morning, 
it doesn’t matter. Church is 
for everyone, anytime, all 
the time. 

Christ is Risen! 
 

 
Shay Arnett  

SCMFO Thanks You 
 churches and St. Andrew’s.  

Thank you as well for 
monetary donations, in-
cluding a big one from the 
organizers of Mary’s Feast, 
which will allow SCMFO 
to help K-6 teachers and 
students finish the year 
with all the supplies they 
need! 

Blessings and thanks to all 
who donated supplies for 
teachers at Camp Pend-
leton’s San Onofre School 
in SC Military Family Out-
reach’s recent drive.  Here 
our own Judy Franz and Ti-
na Inglish of St. Clement’s 
happily posing with sup-
plies donated by our 

Judy Franz 
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Spring Break is next week 
which means the school 
year is quickly winding 
down.  It seems next to           
impossible to believe the 
year has gone by so quick-
ly!  Yet, as we end this 
year, something feels dif-
ferent to me….it’s a feeling 
I am trying to understand.  
While I am feeling the typi-
cal joys of watching many 
children      graduate and 
move on, looking forward 
to a more laid back sched-
ule for the summer, longer 
days to enjoy with my fam-
ily...there seems to be  a 
strange weight on my 
shoulders that I don’t usu-
ally feel. 

 Easter is on Sunday 
and the week leading into 
Easter is full of heavy sto-
ries.  Stories of saying good 
bye at the last supper, sto-
ries of pain and suffering, 
the story of crucifix-
ion...But just when the 
week feels like it couldn’t 
be any more heavy—there 
is a bright light!  The story 
of resurrection, for-
giveness, the reminder that   
Jesus died for us!  The light 
at the end of the tunnel—a 
chance for a fresh start. 

 It feels like all 
around us in our lives to-
day, the end of March 

2018, we are filled with 
heavy stories.  We hear 
about violence, homeless-
ness, mental illness, school 
shootings, tumultuous poli-
tics, nothing but the          
negative.  Perhaps, my feel-
ing of heaviness as we 
move into the final stretch  
of the 2017/18 school year 
comes from knowing the 
weight many of our fami-
lies here at La Cristianita 
Preschool are bearing.  
Families going through fi-
nancial stress, divorce, ill-
ness, stresses at work—
more stress than we should 
have to bear it often feels.  
I know in my life personal-
ly, I have had many conver-
sations with God about 
how much one person 
should have to en-
dure...what is the plan with 
it all...where is the light at 
the end of the tunnel? 

 Life is often a lot 
like Holy Week.  Hard and 
heavy.  Yet, we have to re-
member that Easter comes 
at the end of that long 
heavy trail.  A light eventu-
ally appears at the end of 
the tunnel!  “The LORD 
will guide you continually, 
giving you water when you 
are dry and restoring your 
strength. You will be like a 
well-watered   garden, like 
an ever-flowing spring. “  

Isaiah 58:11 

 In our weakest mo-
ments, I don’t imagine we 
are anywhere as weak as 
Jesus was as He was nailed 
to the cross.  Yet 3 short 
days later, He found the 
strength to rise from the 
grave.  To teach us, by ex-
ample, what the true mean-
ing of sacrifice and strength 
are.  As I look at the nega-
tive in our world, I am al-
ways trying to figure out 
how we can make this 
world a better place for our 
children.  How can we 
make it better so they don’t 
have to live with the weight 
on their shoulders as much 
as we do?  This week, Holy 
Week, is the answer I think.  
If we all live our lives as an 
example for our children to 
live with gratitude, with re-
spect, with love and ac-
ceptance, giving them wa-
ter and restoring the 
strength of our world.   

 Let’s  parent and live 
by example.  Let’s  make 
the world a better place for 
our children and our chil-
dren’s children.  Let’s mod-
el respect, appreciation, 
peace, and gratitude in eve-
rything we do! Happy East-
er! 

Leigh Ann Downie-Economy, 
Director 



CLC Book Club  

May 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Great Alone” by 
Kristen Hannah, a daring, 
beautiful, stay-up-all-
night story about love 
and loss, the fight for sur-
vival, and the wildness 
that lives in both man and 
nature. 

June 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Woman in Cabin 
10” by Ruth Ware, a mari-
time mystery!   

nights.  Read on! 
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April 25  

"Happiness is a Choice You 
Make" by John Leland, an 
extraordinary look at what 
it means to grow old and a 
heartening guide to well-
being. 

Events 

The 
Women 
of the 
ELCA 
have 
begun 
a brave 
new 
adven-
ture! 

We will be using “The 
Artist’s Rule” by Christine 
Valters Painter to explore 

Fireside Room for all 
kinds of refreshing.  

WELCA—Women Get Creative 

our spiritual lives and our 
creative spirits. We are a 
small group of women 
who meet monthly to chat, 
snack and try a variety of 
contemplative practices. 
We will pray and read 
scripture and combine 
spiritual practice with ar-
tistic expression. It is sur-
prisingly satisfying! . 
Please join us Wednesday 
April 11, at 1pm in the 

Judy Franz 

CLC’s Book Club’s upcoming good reads for the next three months (all on Wednesday 
nights) are: 

Join us for a potluck and great discussion at 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room at church on 
each of these nights. Read on! 
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Welcome New Members 

Please make sure to give our new members a big CLC welcome when you see them. 
Gail Rosemeyer, Nancy Pohlot, Lila Nolting, Elaine Egger, Cari and Nohl (not pic-
tured) Perrizo, Anita Fiorenza and Bobbie Flora joined Christ Lutheran Church on 
Sunday, March 4, 2018. Thank you for being a part of our church family! 
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Palm Sunday Egg Hunt 
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Good Friday w/ TLC 
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Easter Vigil 
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Easter  



We updated our website!!  
Please check it out at: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Help others find us, review us on  YELP! 
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 
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*Worship Services:  

  8:00 AM at North beach;  
  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

Acupuncture+ 5:30-7:00 PM 

YOGA             8 AM and 5 PM 
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April 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1* 2 3** 

Acupuncture+  

4 5 

YOGA 

6 7 

8* 9 10** 11 

WELCA  

1 PM 

12 

YOGA 

13 14 

15* 16 17** 

Acupuncture+  

18 19 

YOGA 

20 21 

22* 23 24** 25 

Book Club  

6 PM 

26 

YOGA 

27 28 

29* 30      


