
“What if this darkness is not 
the darkness of the tomb, but 
the darkness of the womb? 

What if our America is not 
dead but a country that is 
waiting to be born? 

What if the story of America 
is one long labor? 

What if all of our grandfa-
thers and grandmothers are 
standing behind us now, 
those who survived occupa-
tion and genocide, slavery 
and Jim Crow, detentions 
and political assault? 

What if they are whispering 
in our ears “You are brave”? 

What if this is our nation’s 
greatest transition? 

What does the midwife tell us 
to do? 

BREATHE 

And then?  

PUSH!” 

- Valerie Kaur 
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I occasionally ask the con-
gregation, where might you 
position yourself in the Good 
Friday and Easter stories? 
Yes, Jesus raised from the 
dead and has conquered 
death. But we have not yet. 
So where do you find your-
self in the story? Do you feel 
like you are being nailed to a 
cross? That you are hanging, 
near death? That you have 
died but have not been taken 
down from the cross? That 
you are buried, in the dark, 
waiting for the moment 
when the light shines in?  

These are bleak questions, 
but many of us feel like the-
se are bleak times.  

This morning I came across 
this poem. Yes, it speaks 
about America, but the truth 
is it can be speaking about 
people in general, Christians 
in particular.  
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Valerie Kaur is a civil 
rights activist and 
filmmaker born of Sikh 
parents in Clovis, Califor-
nia. Most recently she 
gave a TED talk on Revo-
lutionary Love in a Time 
of Rage. She is addressing 
our national struggle in 
these inspirational words.  

We are called to the same 
thing, my siblings in 
Christ. I do not mean we 
are called to address the 
national struggle 
(although some are) We 
are called to address the 
human struggle. We are 
called to love, even as we 
despair. We are called to 
hope in Jesus Christ and 
the saving work of God 
while the world is in tur-
moil. Perhaps these are 
not global, cosmic death 
throes, perhaps they are 
birth pangs, and we are 
called to bring to life new-
ness and healing.  
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Council Corner      
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Of course we cannot do it 
alone. We need Jesus. We 
have Jesus.  

I promise to keep remind-
ing you about Jesus. I 
promise to keep telling 
you stories about Jesus 

and I promise to keep 
showing you the myriad 
ways Jesus is present in 
this world. We have no 
idea how long we must en-
dure difficulties. We do not 
know if we are all hanging 
on a cross or if we are one 

second from the resurrec-
tion Light breaking 
through. But no matter 
where we are in this story, 
Jesus is with us. May you 
feel His presence every 

moment.—Pastor Brenda 

Every non-profit needs to 

know where they are 

headed to make goals and 

measure success. Your 

church council is work-

ing hard to determine 

what Christ Lutheran will 

look like in the future. 

Treasurer Laura Pephens 

has a report in this news-

letter which celebrates 

another good quarter of 

giving and careful spend-

ing. As we continue to 

move into financial health, 

we are dreaming of ex-

panding our programs and 

ministries. Will we need 

more space? More staff? A 

stronger volunteer net-

work? More community 

partners? All of these ques-

tions are being asked as we 

look to know and care for 

our neighbors more deeply 

and wonder about God’s 

call to love the homeless 

and the lonely in our city. 

Thank you for your prayers 

as we move forward in 

wonder and obedience.  

Financial Report    

Hello All! 

The following is a sum-
mary of the financial re-
sults for March, April and 
May.  I hope you find it to 
be informative. 

Total Income was 
$57,179.  We had budgeted 
$45,900 so we had a sur-
plus of approximately 
$11,279.  Very Good News 

Administrative Costs 
came in at $9,790 which is 
$1,718 less than the budg-
eted amount.  This is good! 

We paid $3,588 to the 
Pacific Synod for Benevo-
lence. 

Salaries came in at 
$27,923 which is $1,501 
less than the budget. 

Total Expenses were 
$45,596.  We had budgeted 
$52,290 so we were $6,698 
under budget. 

Our Net Income was 
$10,588, where we had 
budgeted a loss of $6,645.   

If you have any ques-
tions, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to any of the 
Council members, Pastor 
Brenda or myself 
(Lpephens@gmail.com, 
949.248.4596). 

God Bless! 

- Laura Pephens 

mailto:Lpephens@gmail.com
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This is Church  
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Anyone who knows 
me knows that I am a read-
er. I am in 2 book clubs. I 
have a blog that reviews 
books. I am the Reading 
Advisor for Girl Scout 
troops working on projects. 
I chaired the middle school 
book fair 40 times. I truly 
love books. 

I am often asked the 
question, “why do you love 
reading?” Surprisingly, it’s 
not always easy to answer. 
There are so many reasons! 
I love reading because I get 
to experience many differ-
ent things. I get to experi-
ence different points of 
view, different feelings, 
sometimes different worlds. 
I get to be a woman, a man, 
a child, sometimes a dog, a 
caterpillar, a dragon. I can 
live a thousand years ago or 
a thousand years from now. 
I get to escape the world in 
which I exist, to exist some-

where else, sometimes bet-
ter, sometimes worse. For 
me, reading is like dream-
ing, only I am awake. 

I marvel at the imagi-
nation of authors. What it 
must be like to live in their 
mind, with all that is going 
on. How is it that a person 
can come up with an entire 
universe? The people, plac-
es and things that are entire-
ly unknown to us on this 
planet. I often wonder at the 
writing process for an au-
thor. Does he/she write the 
story or do they just write 
down where the story leads? 
Do they know the end when 
they begin writing? I have 
so many questions! 

Which leaves me to 
ponder our story. Is God re-
ally just an amazing author 
with an incredible imagina-
tion? Think about it. God 
created our universe.  

 

He made the gar-
dens.  He made the animals. 
He made man and woman. 
God created the light and 
the dark. He created water 
and fire, earth and air. He 
created the elements and bi-
ology. I mean really, it is 
amazing! What if God 
writes our story but doesn’t 
know the ending yet? What 
if He is letting the story tell 
itself? What if God, through 
free will, Iets us write our 
own story? Sure the basic 
elements are there. I mean, 
the universe has already 
been created, but we get to 
decide how our story goes. 
Is it good, is it bad? Does it 
involve love or heartbreak? 
Are we the hero or the villi-
an? Do we believe or not? 
When do we ask for God’s 
help to change our story, 
and when do we go at it 
alone? 

I don’t know about 
you, but I love the idea that 
God is a great author, be-
cause our existence proves 
that he is the greatest author. 
His story is our story, and it 
is the greatest story ever 
told! 

Shay Arnett 
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An Invitation to Participate in St. Clement’s 
Columbarium:  St. Clement’s July 15 informational Presentation 
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The St. Clement’s By
-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
is planning to build a col-
umbarium on church prop-
erty, (in the Memorial Gar-
den between the buttresses 
immediately adjacent to the 
Sanctuary), as a sacred rest-
ing place for cremated re-
mains.   

They have invited 
Christ Lutheran parishion-
ers to also reserve niches in 
the columbarium. This invi-
tation is because our two 
churches have a strong wor-
ship and service relation-
ship, and the Episcopal 
Church and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca are in Full Communion.   

Members of the St. 
Clement’s Columbarium 
Committee will present in-
formation to Christ Luther-
an parishioners at both ser-
vices on Sunday, July 15.   

This columbarium is 
designed as a ministry of 
the church, and so is priced 
at very low cost compared 
to most sacred and secular 
columbaria.  Sales to Christ 
Lutheran are at the pre-
construction price of $1,500 
per niche (a niche holds two 
urns) until September 30, 
when it increases to $2,250. 
There is an additional 

charge of $400 at time of 
need for an urn and the 
name and date inscription 
on the niche plate.  

The City of San 
Clemente permit process is 
underway. The structure is 
expected to be complete in 
1Q 2019.  

General information, 
and information packages 
will be available at the CLC 
office. St. Clement’s mem-
bers have also offered to 
talk or met in person with 
any  parishioners who want 
further information.  You 
may call Judy Johnson at 
949-422-8210 or jjohn-
son120@cox.net. 
 
FAQs 
 

What is a columbarium? 
A columbarium is a 

structure providing niches 
(sacred spaces) for the per-
manent placement of urns 
that hold cremated remains. 
Each niche holds up to two 
urns.  This columbarium is 
9’5” wide x 7’5” tall x 16” 
deep.  There are 117 niches 
(9 high x 14 across). 

 
I am a member of Christ 
Lutheran.  How do I pur-
chase a niche?  

A Columbarium 
Packet has all the infor-

mation you need. Niches 
may be purchased from the 
St. Clement’s office manag-
er or from the St. Clement’s 
Columbarium Committee 
(ask office).  Payment in 
full is required at time of 
purchase; credit cards are 
accepted. 

 
How are arrangements 
handled for interment?  

Christ Lutheran cler-
gy will work with St. Clem-
ent’s, through its priests and 
designated staff, to arrange 
with the family of the de-
ceased for the interment of 
the cremains and a commit-
tal service.  

Christ Lutheran cler-
gy may officiate at the ser-
vice of Christ Lutheran pa-
rishioners.   St. Clement’s 
parish staff will arrange for 
the inscription of the niche 
plate.  The family is respon-
sible for any desired engrav-
ing of the urn (which is 
sealed in the niche).  

 
May I select the niche that 
I want?  

Yes.  Niche selection 
is on a first-come first-
served basis at time of pur-
chase; a certificate is issued 
at time of purchase with the 
specific niche assigned. 

 



CLC Book Club  

August 15  

 

“Honolulu” by Alan Bren-
nert, a spellbinding tale of a 
young immigrant “picture 
bride” who struggles along 
with three friends for surviv-
al in her adopted city.  
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Events 

women today? Join 
WELCA on Wednesday, 
July 11 at 1pm as we begin 
to look at the Bible from 
today’s female perspec-
tive. Newcomers AL-
WAYS welcome! 

WELCA—Women Get Creative 

In the era of #metoo and 
#timesup, it is good to look 
at the stories of women in 
the Bible with modern dis-
cernment and questions. 
Some of the women in the 
Bible were brave and 
strong, some were treated 
terribly. What was God do-
ing in their lives? How 
might we consider these 

September 19 

“Killers of the Flower 
Moon” by David Grann, a 
haunting true-life mystery 
about the horrendous 
1920s murders in Oklaho-
ma’s Osage Indian Nation 
and the birth of the FBI. 

 

Judy Franz 

July 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Emma in the Night” by 
Wendy Walker, a psychologi-
cal thriller in which forensic 
psychiatrist Dr. Abby Winter 
investigates the disappear-
ance of two sisters, the return 
of only one, and the mystery 
of what really (maybe) hap-
pened while they were gone . 

The CLC Book Club has selected three very different books to read this summer.   

All Book Club gatherings are on Wednesday nights, beginning at 6 p.m., in the Fire-
side Room at church.  Please bring a dish to share and invite a friend.  Read on!  



 

This month’s legacy planning 
article is written by Lisa Hig-
ginbotham, our ELCA Gift 
Planner. Lisa is working with 
CLC’s Legacy Planning team 
was we strengthen our 
church’s finances.  

Typically, gift planning con-
versations start with assets, 
charities, and heirs.  You 
might be surprised to find the 
first thing I want to know as 
your gift planner is what 
brings you joy at Christ Lu-
theran and what hopes do 
you have for Christ Luther-
an?  Is your passion and joy 
centered around music? Chil-
dren? Seniors? Homeless 
ministry?  Do you look for-
ward to and have pride in 
your community outreach 
programming? Your joys are 
representative of the gift of 
fulfillment and ministry you 
currently receive. Your hopes 
are the future you want to 
materialize for Christ Luther-

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH Page 6 

an and your vision of minis-
try. I know Pastor Brenda is 
asking you to pray about the 
future of ministry. We can 
also talk about your finan-
cial support of this future.   

When we talk about legacy 
giving, gift planning, or es-
tate planning, we hope to 
support and create a finan-
cial pathway of support for 
all the ministries, people, 
communities, and organiza-
tions we love.  We want 
them to experience the same 
joy, fulfillment through 
Christ, and hope we have 
experienced.  Navigating 
this pathway of intent can be 
tiring and confusing.   

It has been my honor and 
privilege to work with your 
Legacy Committee. Our in-
tent is to update you on our 
actions, offer education and 
ideas, and motivate you to 
action that represents your 

charitable intent toward the 
organizations and commu-
nities you love.  If you so 
choose, ELCA Foundation 
has provided my services 
as a free resource to review 
your existing, or create 
new, legacy planning that 
fulfills your desires and in-
tent.  Together, we will 
connect your support of all 
the ministry that brings joy 
to your heart, the hope of 
future ministry, and the 
sustainability of the church 
to your legacy plan.  I am 
here as a resource to you 
with a pure heart and mind 
for your church and pas-
sions. Please call me at 
(805) 910-5048 or email at 
li-
sa.higginbotham@elca.org 
to schedule an appoint-
ment.  

Do you 
like 
people? 
Would 
you 

like to visit seniors in care 
facilities or in their 
homes? Are you wonder-

with complete strangers, we 
are offering Reflective Lis-
tening training on Sunday, 
July 22 at 9:30 and again 
Wednesday, July 25 at noon 
in our Fireside Room. This 
will be a fun, interactive ex-
perience. Join us! 

ing how you might carry on 
a conversation with a com-
plete stranger? Simply visit-
ing people is a wonderful 
gift, and most of us would 
be very good at it. To 
strengthen your ability to 
have a caring conversation 

Reflective Listening Training 

What Brings You Joy? A Surprising Question When Gift Planning 



CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH Page 7 

 

 

 

 

SCMFO Update 
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Thank you to mem-
bers of Christ Lutheran, St. 
Andrew’s, Our Savior’s and 
St. Clement’s who came out 
to support San Clemente 
Military Family Outreach at 
Goody’s Tavern each Mon-
day night in June for Chari-
ty BINGO.  Thanks to you 
and the enthusiasm of 
Goody’s “regulars" and the 
Tavern owners, $2550 was 
raised for SCMFO at BIN-
GO last month!   

 
In June, SCMFO 

brought a taco truck to San 
Onofre School on base as a 
year-end celebration for 
graduating 6th graders, 
teachers and staff.  The or-
ganization also did a Fa-
ther’s Day gift card givea-

way on base and, among 
many requests for emergen-
cy assistance, helped a 
Coast Guard family pay a 
large dental bill, helped with 
auto repair costs for two 
Marine families and pur-
chased a washing machine 
for another family.  Saying 
yes to these requests is pos-
sible because of the continu-
ing generosity of the San 
Clemente community—that 
means you! 

 
Planning is underway 

for SCMFO’s 11th Annual 
“Salute to Military Stars” 
fundraiser (dinner, silent & 
live auctions, entertainment, 
honoring families the group 
has helped throughout the 
year and veterans in attend-

ance), set for Friday even-
ing, Nov. 9, at Talega Golf 
Club.  Please save the date 
and ask CLC friends who 
attended last year’s “Salute” 
about it—you’ll want to buy 
tickets, too!  Tickets will go 
on sale in late August ($60 
per person), but Judy Franz 
is soliciting items for the 
Silent Auction now.  MURF 
Electric Bikes in San 
Clemente has already donat-
ed a bike for the live auc-
tion.  Quite a bidding war 
erupted over the MURF 
bike last year—hoping for 
the same again!  If you 
would like to donate, please 
contact Judy 
(junofranz@aol.com or 949-
493-3826). 

- Judy Franz 
 

 

Happy BINGO players from 
CLC, Our Savior’s, St. Clem-
ent's 

Some CLC guests at last 
year’s “Salute to Mili-
tary Stars” 
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Common Ground 
The youth choir from Bethel Lutheran in Cupertino brought their 

own smile faces to greet the train 
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We Love Pastor Brenda! 
Christ Lutheran celebrated 4 years of ministry  

with Pastor Brenda 
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Bonfire Friends 
Our first of three beach bonfires brought together a lovely 

crowd on June 19. 



We updated our website!!  
Please check it out at: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Help others find us, review us on  YELP! 
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-clemente 

 

   CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

*Worship Services:  

  8:00 AM at North beach;  
  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
** Bible Study 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

Acupuncture 5:30-7:00 PM 

R.L.T.—Reflective Listening Training 
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July 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

2 3** 

Acupuncture 

4 5 6 7 

8* 

Christian M.  

Burial At  Sea 

9 10** 

 

11 

WELCA 1PM 

 

12 

Beach Clean Up  

9 AM 

13 14 

 

15 

Our Father’s 

House 930 AM 

16 17** 

Bonfire  6-8 

Acupuncture 

18 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

22* 

R.L.T 

930 AM 

Flying Solo 

130 PM 

23 24** 

 

25 

R.L.T. 12 PM 

Book Club  

6 PM 

26 27 28 

 

29* 
Capo Care  
Center Service  

230 PM 

30 

 

31**  

 

   


