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Pastor’s Message 
Last month I attended the Professional 

Leader’s Conference in La Quinta. This is 

a three-day conference of pastors in the 

Pacifica Synod, which is the Orange and 

San Diego County churches of the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Churches in America.  

 

 One of our speakers was Dr. An-

drew Root, a professor at Luther Seminary 

in Minnesota, the largest seminary in our 

denomination. While he teaches on youth 

and family ministries, he spoke to us about 

identities. At the beginning of history, peo-

ple identified with members of their own 

family or tribe. It was blood which bound 

us together. Next we were bound by alle-

giance to an ideal, be it a nation-state or 

religious leader. We were identified as 

Christians, or as Americans.  

 

 While those identities are still im-

portant to us, now we also identify our-

selves by our skill set: what we do. If you 

ask a person to tell something about them-

selves, they usually tell you their vocation. 

We also define ourselves by who we love. 

We may mention we are married, or if we 

have children or grandchildren. 

  

 However, more and more we also 

define ourselves by the things we con-

sume. We will rarely introduce ourselves 

by saying, “Hi, my name is Jack and I drive 

a Ferrari.” But one of the early things 

asked now is “Where do you live?” and by 

the answer, we immediately start to draw 

a picture in our minds of our new friend’s 

socio-economic status. Celebrities may be 

famous for what they buy as opposed to 

what they do. There are more than a few 

reality television shows featuring people 

who are famous for being famous (and 

what they buy with their fame and wealth), 

rather than for what they accomplished in 

the world.  

 

 We can worry that this consump-

tion-identity is a sure sign of the apoca-

lypse, or we can simply acknowledge it is a 

reality. As I wrote last month, where our 

treasure is, there our heart will be also. 

We know our consumption of food affects 

our physical and mental health. We know 

our entertainment “diet” affects our spir-

itual and emotional well-being.  

 

 What about our spiritual consump-

tion? What are we taking in? Many of you 

have told me how important beach church 

is to you: being in nature, being in commu-

nity. Many of you have told me how much 

you enjoy worship in the sanctuary: the 

music, the close-knit congregation. Let’s 

focus our attention on our spiritual con-

sumption, on the things we take in through 

prayer and Bible study and communion 

and our time in worship. If we are identi-

fied by our consumption, let’s consume 

beautiful things! Let’s consume holy things. 

Let’s take in the Spirit of God in such a 

way that people ask us, “What’s different 

about you?” As a spiritual community, we 

can help each other drink more deeply of 

the promises of God and the call to ser-

vice. I believe strongly as we identify our-

selves by our spiritual consumption, we 

will be inspired to do differently and to 

love differently. We are named as children 

of God. Let’s claim that identity in new 

and transformative ways. 

  

-Pastor Brenda Bos 

 
 

 

November Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

November 11 

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room - 1 p.m. 

 

November 11 

Book Club 

Fireside Room - 6 p.m. 

 

November 19 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room 5:30 p.m. 

 

November 27 

Thanksgiving Day  

 

November 28 

Church Office Closed 

 

November 30 

Stewardship Sunday 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Church Council Corner 
 Council meets the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room at church. All are 
welcome. Our minutes are posted in the narthex, in a Minutes Book in the office and soon on-line. Council 
members are:  Shay Arnett, Pastor Brenda, Betty Buck, Judy Franz, Pat Gilliam, Laura Pephens, Donna Vidrine. 
Our phone numbers and emails are in the church directory. We are happy to get your calls and emails of    
support, questions, concerns and suggestions any time (also in person, of course!).  

 Stewardship, the revamped church sign, refinishing the sanctuary doors, drought 
resistant    landscaping (to be a 2015 initiative), redesigning the church website, planning 
for a Red Cross blood drive, new sanctuary banners, Reformation Sunday/new member 
plans, Christmas Eve service times, assessing Pastor Brenda's first three months with us, 
upcoming baptisms, establishing a Mutual Ministry Team to help council and pastor plan 
for our future--all this and more were on your Church Council's October              
agenda.  We're busy, excited and prayerful.  We know it's God's work and our hands, 
which is why we start each meeting with devotions that remind us to listen for the Lord 
whispering in our ears or calling us to a particular action or simply reminding us we are 
loved and God is always with us.  Thank you for allowing us as a Council to do God's 
"administrative work" on your behalf and for your continued prayers as we do 
so.  Following is info on some of our recent agenda items and more: 
 
Stewardship--Pastor Brenda and friends will be sharing more about this--what the giving 
of time, talent and money means in the life of a church and the lives of those who give--
but the cold, hard fact is that we have lost some of our major givers in the last few 
months and, since July, we are spending an     average of $7,000 a month from our 
healthy reserve.  That's a trend we, as a congregation, need to reverse. 
 
Church Sign  The foundation of the revamped church monument sign is done, thanks to 
the work of some fine craftsmen.  Unfortunately, we are about $1300 over budget, with 
the actual letters still to be fabricated and paid for.  We are thinking of an adopt-a-letter 
campaign--anyone up for that? Twenty letters, $50 each--what a plan! 
 
Sanctuary Doors  See above about being over budget.  We must maintain our          
property.  Not everything is covered by insurance, as thankfully the repairs in the      
bathrooms, offices and Fireside Room were earlier this year after "the flood."  Extra giv-
ing for the refinishing of the doors would be greatly appreciated. 
 
And now a few thank you’s:  To all CLC members who attended the Preschool Fall Car-
nival on Oct. 23 and either donated or bid on silent auction items.  "We had more par-
ticipation by church members than ever before," said grateful Preschool Director Leigh 
Ann Downie.  To Michelle Carney and Kirk Goodfellow who have stepped up to be 
truck drivers for Beach Church.  To all givers, who allow us as a church to tithe 10% in 
benevolence to the Pacifica Synod (more than $20,000 in 2013) which extends our giv-
ing far beyond San Clemente and helps our ELCA leaders provide assistance to church-
es at home and those in need worldwide.  
 

Judy Franz, Council President 
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 Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study meets the second 
Tuesday of the month (November 11th) at 1p.m. in the     
Fireside Room. Join us for our study that will run through 
2015, “Transforming Life and Faith”. We will be considering 
how our lives and our faith journeys are transformed by the 
events we experience and the people we meet. In both the Old 
and New Testaments we will read about people who have had 
life-changing experiences, such as Paul on the road to          
Damascus and Moses in the wilderness of Midian. This month’s 
theme, “Transformation Takes Time”, correlates Moses and 
the Israelites belief in God and obedience to God’s covenant 
with our own development as Christians over time. 
 Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, warm, 
monthly church fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in the      
Narthex for you to borrow, read and return.  We hope to see 
you there! 

CLC Book Club  

What in the world of WELCA? 

CLC Book Club's upcoming selection is Laura Hillenbrand's Unbroken, the 

true story of Louis Zamperini. He was a southern California boy and   

Olympic runner who survived 47 days at sea after a plane crash in WWII 

only to be captured by the Japanese, held prisoner and tortured until the 

end of the war.  "Extraordinarily moving. . .gripping. . .a powerfully drawn 

survival epic"--The Wall Street Journal.  The film, directed by Angelina Jolie, 

will premier in December and Zamperini was to have been the grand mar-

shal of the Rose Parade on Jan. 1, 2015 (unfortunately he passed away on 

July 2nd of this year).  We'll meet to discuss the book on Tuesday, Nov. 11 

(Veterans Day--very fitting), at 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  Bring a dish to 

share and invite a friend! 

La Cristianita Fall Carnival 
 Photo booth fun with teachers, parents, and kids alike at the La Cristianita Fall Carnival! 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

Hunger Walkers Rock! 

"We've gotta have a great show, with a million laughs. . .and color. . .and a lot of lights to 
make it sparkle!  And songs--wonderful songs!  And after we get the people in that hall, 
we've gotta start 'em laughing right away!  Oh, can't you just see it. . .?" -- Judy Garland, 
"Babes in Arms", 1939 
 
Well, Judy, we did see it on Saturday night, Oct. 25, at the Community Center in San 
Clemente--the 7th Annual San Clemente Military Family Outreach Variety Show, 
"Applause for the Cause" featuring the Beatles' tribute band Paperback Writer, singing 
humorist and emcee Mike Chamberlain, "hilarious" (Mary Whitman's adjective)         
comedian Richard G. Lee, and three talented high school singers from the local "Stars 
of Tomorrow" competition.  It was a great show, for a great cause. 
 
In the audience were 17 of us from CLC--a very gratifying turn out.  Plus, a young    
Marine couple, Natasha and Rob Pinney, attended thanks to tickets donated by Beach 
Church goers Nikki Busch and Jodi Hoffman.  
 
The show has been SCMFO's major fundraiser for the last seven years, with proceeds 
going to Thanksgiving meals for 1000 military families and to meet other needs 
throughout the year.  This may be the last year of the show, as the organization consid-
ers other types of  fundraisers.  If it is, the group went out on a Beatles' high note--
with dancing in the aisles!  And Judy & Norman Franz, who are CLC's liaisons to SCM-
FO and chaired & handled ticket sales for the 2014 show, thank all of the ticket buyers 

Enjoy A Great Show - Support Military Families! 

Thank you to all who participated in 

the Family Assistance Ministries an-

nual Hunger Walk on Oct. 19 and 

to all who sponsored them or do-

nated on line.  Because of you, 

Christ Lutheran raised more than 

$1300, plus $300 in registration 

fees, plus CLC's $500 sponsorship--

altogether, more than $2,000 from 

our little church.  Now that's the 

way to help our neighbors in need!  

"Thank you, Christ Lutheran 

Church members," said Lorraine 

Hoon, FAM's Volunteer and Events 

Manager.  "You are all amazing, 
faithful volunteers and supporters.  

We couldn't do what we do with-

out you." 

Our CLC Team (front row, l to r) Pat and Louise Gilliam, Betty Buck, Angelo and 

Michelle Carney and their friend Shawn (standing to Michelle's left); (back row, l to 

r) Norman Franz, Jerry Bean, Marc Portillo, Ruth Anderson (great to see her!) and 

Keith Baumgarn. 
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for your support of the event.  They are grateful, as well, to all who ate at Selma's on the 

day of the show.  20% of everything spent by SCMFO diners is going to the organization. 

 
"Ticket sales and raffle sales put our church's contribution to the night at just about 

$1,000," said Judy.  "That's amazing.  And happily, Pastor Brenda and Janis won one of the 

raffle prizes--a ride in the Goodyear blimp!" 

CLC Attendees (l to r) Judy Tatman, Norman Franz, Laura Pephens, Lois Faist, Kathie Smith, Jane Porphir, Brad 

Smith, Julie Tobin, Dellita Kobold, Tom Whitman, Janis Reid, Gina Rambeau (Judy Franz's daughter, who volunteered 

at the "Let It Be-stro" and sold raffle tickets), Pastor Brenda, and Warren Thurn.  Not shown (but there, indeed!) 

Judy Franz, Mike Kobold, Wendy Thurn and Mary Whitman.  
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La Cristianita Preschool 

November 2014 News 
35522 Camino Capistrano  

San Clemente, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405—Preschool (949) 496-2621 

Leigh Ann Downie, Director 

From the Director… 
        
 November is here already and the holiday’s are just around the corner, it seems impossible that 
time is      flying by so quickly!  As I thought about this month’s newsletter and the month focusing 
on the things we are thankful for, I realized there are so many blessings in my life I didn’t even know 
where to start—then it hit me!  My baby girl is a senior at San Clemente High School and this past 
week the varsity cheer squad she is on has been    celebrating seniors.  It has been a week full of fun—
treats for the girls during their day at school, a fancy dinner at Iva Lee’s and tonight is the football 
game where I will escort her onto the field as all of the seniors are recognized.  It has also been a week 
of stress as her AP Psych and AP Gov class had tests and...early applications for 2 of the      colleges 
she is interested in  are due.  As I sat down to write this it hit like a ton of bricks—WAIT—she is 18, 
a   senior in high school and will be going away to school next year!!  Wasn’t she just born?  Wasn’t 
she just in       preschool?  How could all of these years flown by? 
 I am thankful for my beautiful baby girl, who is now a young woman!  I am thankful for fami-
ly, friends, my amazing job that allows me to always put family first, the amazing teachers who work 
for me and are like a well oiled machine with what they do for La Cristianita Preschool and most of all, 
I am thankful for God giving me so much to be thankful for. 
 Life is busy enough for all of us, then we add the hustle and bustle of the holiday season.  My 
advice for this season?  Slow down and take time to enjoy it with your children!  In the blink of an eye 
they are 18 and applying to college!  Put a new meaning into “Thanksgiving” this year and  take the 
time to make a list of what you are thankful for.  It is so easy for us to get lost in the negative and lose 
ourselves in the busyness, when in reality the top of your greatest blessings list comes bounding 
through our preschool gate each morning!  God is good!  Be thankful! 
 
Leigh Ann Downie 
Director 
 
                                                              So Blessed!! 
                   Don’t Blink!   
                Enjoy Every Moment... 
                 One Proud Mama! 
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Dates To Remember… 
November 74  - Family First Dinner out at El Ranchito...4:00pm—close 
November 11  - NO SCHOOL!!!  Happy Veteran’s Day! 
November 21  - Thanksgiving Feast @ 11:30am...Everyone is invited! 
November 27 & 28 - NO SCHOOL!!!  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 
Chapel Time… 

Please join us at 11:15am in the sanctuary. 
November 4, 12, 18 & 26 

 
 
In Our Classroom… 
In November we invite our families to share their traditions as well as their cultures.  We will be 
talking about the different things we do to celebrate the holidays and learning that we all celebrate 
differently!  We will be discovering our five senses and talking about all of the many things in our 
lives that we are thankful for. 

 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who helped and participated in the fall       

carnival!   It was another huge success  raising approx. 

$4500 to be used for facility enhancements and upgrades! 

 

 

***  Win 4 Front Row Seats and an assigned parking spot for the  

Christmas program??  *** 

The chance to win can be yours!!  Watch for more details in the upcoming 

days!!!!  Don’t  forget to watch your e-mails for La Cristianita details about 

upcoming events!  
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

…Christ Lutheran Church, our congregation and 

the calling of a Pastor;  

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool; 

…Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;  

…Those battling health issues for strength and 

healing;                                                                                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families.                           

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now 

you can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 

through our website and Facebook pages.   

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Buck is there too! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 

Stewardship Sunday –            

November 30, 2014 – culminating 

a month of inspiration and dreaming 

about the future of our congregation 

 

Advent Mid-Week services – 

December Wednesdays at noon 

followed by lunch out, Wednes-

day evening restaurant meet-

ups. Here is a chance to get to 

know members in a relaxed atmos-

phere and enjoy a good meal! 

 

Christmas Eve services – 5pm 

and 10pm in our sanctuary 

2015 – New ways to connect 

and serve in our community! 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

