
October 2014 
 

 

Pastor’s Message 
“Where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also.” Matthew 6:21 
 This famous quote is from Jesus’ 

Sermon on the Mount. He was explaining 

a truth we all live: we put our money into 

the things we care about, and we care 

about the things on which we spend  
money. Your personal finances reflect 

the things that matter: your housing, 

your  education, your healthcare, your 

giving to Christ Lutheran and other     

organizations you care about. Our credit 

card statements also show priorities 

(some may say our ‘vices’): sporting 

events, Starbucks, clothes, cars, etc.  
 A church’s finances should  

also reflect the things we care about. 

We spend money on the things that   

matter. Christ Lutheran Church 

spends the majority of its budget on 

salaries. This year we voted to call a  

permanent pastor. We are making an   

investment in the future, in the programs 

and visions a permanent pastor would 

lead us toward. (I’m keenly aware I am 

talking about    myself here. But it’s      

important to speak frankly about such 

things!). Fully one-half our operating  
budget goes to the pastor’s salary and 

benefits package. This is the case in many 

churches. Churches need to think      

carefully about who receives that salary 

and how they spend their time. 
 The second largest expense 

for us is our worship. This includes the 

salaries of our wonderful musicians and 

sound tech, which equals around $33,000 

per year.  This year alone we spent      

almost $7000 in maintenance of the beach 

truck, higher than usual, but an important 

part of our outreach. There’s also mainte-

nance of sound equipment and keyboard 

(are you enjoying the new keyboard we  

 
just purchased for beach church?). Provid-

ing a high-quality worship experience is 

important to our mission to share God’s 

love, and our budget reflects that      

commitment to excellence.   
 The third most expensive item in 

our operating budget is actually           

benevolence; that is, giving money to   

others. We give 10% of our operating 

expense to the Pacifica Synod, our       

regional representation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, our        

denomination. That $15,000+ is           

distributed to a variety of programs 

fighting hunger, poverty,   malaria and  

injustice locally, nationally and globally. 

Few people realize that the Lutheran 

Church has some of the most effective 
hunger and malaria campaigns in the 

world. We are proud supporters of those 

efforts. We also sponsor Family           

Assistance Ministries with both individual 

and church funds and San Clemente Mili-

tary Family Outreach with individual gifts. 
 I strongly believe our budget is a 

theological reflection of who we are. 

The council and I hope to connect our 

sense of mission, of who we are in the 

world, with our budget and your personal    

commitment to that vision.  
 Years ago I served on a council 

who doubled the church’s hospitality 

budget because they realized the most  

important ministry of the church was   

welcoming people for coffee and lunch  

after the service on Sunday. The impact on 

that community was huge. Other churches 

have committed to spend more money on 

education or after-school programs or 

feeding the homeless. To turn Jesus’ words 

on their head, once we determine 

where our heart is, then we can     

decide where we send our treasures.  

(Continued on next page) 

 
 

 

October Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

October 14 

WELCA Bible Study 

Fireside Room - 1 p.m. 

 

October 14 

Book Club 

Fireside Room - 6 p.m. 

 

October 15 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room 5:30 p.m. 

 

October 19 

FAM Hunger Walk 

 

October 23 

LCP Fall Carnival 

6:30-8 p.m. 

 

October 25 

SCMFO Variety Show 

 

October 26 

Reformation Sunday 

New Members        

Welcomed 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Church Council Corner 
 Church Council meets the third Wednesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room at the church. Guests are welcome, as well as prayers for the decisions that Jesus would 

make. We encourage you to contact us with ideas, concerns, needs and prayers. 

 Council meets on October 15 at 5:30 p.m. in the newly re-carpeted (yea!) Fireside 

Room.  As always, we are interested in your ideas and any member is welcome to attend our 

meetings.  Jointly with Pastor Brenda, we will be evaluating her first three months as our new 

pastor that evening prior to the meeting, so if you have any input along those lines that you'd 

like to share with any Council member before October 10, we'd love to hear it. 
 Among matters addressed by the Council in September were sponsoring this year's 

FAM   Hunger Walk (approved), moving forward on refinishing the doors at the front of the       

sanctuary and getting designs and estimates on an awning/covering to protect the recently   

refinished front doors of the church, hiring a contractor to renovate our church sign,          

establishing a Mutual Ministry Committee (more to come on this), recapping the beach clean-

up on "God's Work, Our Hands" Sunday (thanks to all who participated), stewardship planning 

and initial discussion of moving to drought-resistant landscaping on our church and preschool 

campus (taking advantage of grants and programs from local and county water districts).  For a 

full   recap of Council business of each meeting, see minutes posted in the narthex and soon   

online, along with agendas. 
-Pres. Judy Franz, Vice Pres. Betty Buck, Sec. Shay Arnett, Treas. Laura Pephens, 

Property Ch. Pat Gilliam, Member Donna Vidrine, Pastor Brenda 

 

 

THE LONG AWAITED 2014 CLC CHURCH COUNCIL PICTURE!! Left to Right: Laura Pephens- 

Treasurer, Shay Arnett- Secretary, Judy Franz- President, Betty Buck- Vice-President, Pat Gilliam, 

Donna Vidrine, Pastor Brenda Bos. 

(cont. from previous page) Stewardship and money, visions and challenges. These don’t have to be   

daunting, miserable conversations. They can be points of departure and excitement. They can unify us 

toward common purposes and sharpen our focus as God’s church in the world. I am excited about 

making these decisions with you. 

-Pastor Brenda Bos 
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 Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study has changed the 
day they meet to the second Tuesday of the month starting     
October 14th at 1p.m. in the Fireside Room. Join us for our 
study that will run through 2015, “Transforming Life and Faith”. 
We will be considering how our lives and our faith journeys are 
transformed by the events we experience and the people we 
meet. In both the Old and New Testaments we will read about 
people who have had life-changing experiences, such as Paul on 
the road to Damascus and Moses in the wilderness of Midian. 
This week, “God is Calling”. Along with Isaiah, Paul, and Jesus’ 
disciples, God calls us to faith and service. 
 Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, warm, 
monthly church fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in the      
Narthex for you to borrow, read and return.  We hope to see 
you there! 

CLC Book Club Reads and Parties On 

What in the world of WELCA? 

This month CLC's Book Club is reading The Boys in the Boat by Daniel 

James Brown. We'll meet on Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 6 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room to discuss this breathtaking true story of nine young Americans 

their epic quest for Gold in rowing at the 1936 Berlin   Olympics. Bring 

a potluck dish to share. Upcoming, Book Club will be reading Unbroken 

by Lauren Hillenbrand in November 

(in anticipation of the movie's release 

in December) and Ken Follett's new 

book Edge of Eternity in  December 

(dates to be determined). We       

celebrated Pastor Brenda's birthday 

at our September meeting, complete 

with cake made by Louise Gilliam 

(see photo). 

God’s Work, Our Hands - Beach Clean-Up Day Sept. 7th 
  

Shay Arnett  picks 

a winner! 

(L-R) Mary Monasmith, Kathy Baumgarn,  

Linda Kopperud and Pastor Brenda 

Val George and Tracy Hill practicing 

for the claw game at Dave & Busters. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

2014 FAM Hunger Walk Needs YOU! 
 Bring your family, friends, coworkers to downtown San Clemente on Sunday,        

October 19, and join with your CLC family and 100s of others in the 27th Annual Hunger 

Walk to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors in need.   

 Be a walker, get people to sponsor you, or be a virtual walker by sponsoring CLC 

walkers or simply donating to FAM. Register on-line at www.family-assistance.org and be 

sure to indicate that you are with the Christ Lutheran Church team.  Registration is $25 for 

ages 14 and up, $10 for ages 4-13 (3 and under free), and $5 for pets on leashes (entry     

includes a T-shirt for humans and a bandanna for pets!). Sponsor sheets are available on-line 

or at church each Sunday up to the day of the walk. Check-in starts at the San Clemente 

Community Center (Del Mar at Calle Seville) at 12:30 (when you turn in money you have 

collected from sponsors and get your T-shirt), with group photos starting at 1 p.m., opening 

festivities and warm-up, and the 3K walk kicking off at 2 p.m.  There is also a post-walk party! 

See FAM’s website for information. 

 CLC is a Silver Level sponsor of the Walk this year, as well, meaning we have already 

contributed $500 as a church. "We are very grateful for your church's continuing support of 

FAM," said executive director Mary Grey Purdue, when we dropped off the check at the 

FAM office in late September.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Part of our Hunger Walk team 2013 

San Clemente Military Family Out-

reach's biggest fundraiser of the year 

is its Variety Show, this year set for 

Oct. 25, 7 p.m. at the San Clemente 

Community Center (Del Mar at Calle 

Seville downtown). The show's first 

act will include Emcee Mike Chamber-

lin, an Emmy winning TV news anchor in Arizona, now enjoying a second career as a singer; 

three talented high school singers from the South Coast Singers' Stars of Tomorrow compe-

tition; and Robert G. Lee, Hollywood's "king of warmup comedy" whose act is family friendly.  

The entire second act will be a performance by the #1 Beatles band in the country, Paper-

back Writer. There will be snacks and beverages for purchase at the "Let It Be-stro" and an 

opportunity raffle with more than $4,000 in great prizes. Tickets are $40 reserved at one of 

two tables set aside for our church (purchase tickets from Judy Franz--going fast!) and $25 

general seating.   

Enjoy A Great Show - Support Military Families! 
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An ongoing series about the traditions and practices we embrace at Christ Lutheran Church. 

What makes a worship service, “Lutheran”? 
 

Most people would guess the preaching of God’s Word is an important part of Lutheran 

worship. Obviously, it’s an important part of most worship services, be they Christian,     

Jewish, Muslim, Eastern religions, etc. Lutherans have a deep love of the Bible, believing it’s 

the inspired word of God, and is useful for instruction and devotions. You will always hear a 

sermon in a Lutheran worship service. Hopefully it will always be based on Biblical teaching.  

  

The second element you usually find is the Meal. I hesitate to call the 

Lord’s Supper “the meal” since it is such a small amount of food.    

Actually, my seminary professor Dr. Michael Aune cautioned us to 

never make the communion “a snack among friends”. What happens 

at the Lord’s table is critical to our  understanding of who Jesus is and 

what He is still doing in our lives. There is an ongoing debate on 

whether or not we should have communion every Sunday. Some  

people believe we should have it as often as possible, others feel it 

remains “special” only if served twice a month or even once a     

quarter. At Christ Lutheran San Clemente, communion is offered every Sunday and is a  

cherished part of the worship service. 

 

Gordon Lathrop is a Lutheran professor and pastor who 

has written extensively about Lutheran worship. He adds 

two more elements to the “required” parts of Lutheran 

worship. They may surprise you. They are the Gathering 

and the Sending. I really like these two elements because 

it acknowledges we are people living in the world. We 

gather together, coming from different experiences. It is 

helpful to mark the moment we enter sanctuary, where 

we turn our minds to worship rather than the day-to-day 

tasks. After worship, we acknowledge we have to go 

back to the world. We are not cloistered away from reality, we are sent back out to face our 

neighbors and our challenges. The sending  blessing and hymn are like the final handshake or 

embrace before we leave our loved ones. Go out, knowing you are loved and prayed for and 

we can’t wait to see you again.   

  

You may add other elements to the Lutheran worship experience. Prayer is an important 

part. Music is an important part. Some would say the passing of the peace is the most       

important part of the service. Each of us connects to specific parts of the experience. That is 

what makes it so rich and valued.  Pay attention to the places where you feel the most    

connection to God and community. Those places may change week to week. It is my prayer 

that there are many ways your soul and your heart and your mind are fed in worship. What 

a privilege it is to share them with you.   -Pastor Brenda 

Why We Do What We Do 
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Eat at Selma's, Raise Dough for SCMFO   
Prior to the Paperback Writer show (or any time that day) enjoy a meal at nearby 
Selma's Chicago Pizzeria and 20% of what you spend will also go to SCMFO!  
Parking is limited close to the event because of construction at the library. All the 
more reason to head down early, get parked in another downtown lot or on the 
street and head to Selma's for dinner. You need to show a fundraiser flyer at 
Selma's.  Pick one up at either church service or download from the 
www.familymilitaryoutreach.com.  Thanks for your support!  

Church members had a small baby shower celebrating the birth of Baby Finn, born August 

8th. Also in attendance were his big brother, Noah, and members of CLC including Pastor 

Brenda, Cathy Baumgarn, Betty Buck, Lois Faist, Judy Franz, Warren Hemingway, Laura     

Pephens, Marc Portillo, Barbara Romaniello, Kathie Smith, Judy Tatman and Donna Vidrine. 

Good food, fun and fellowship were had by all! 

Baby Shower for Carin Hayward 
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Stewardship - How to do: Usher/Communion 

Prayer for Humility 
  Lord, you know better than I know myself that I am growing older and 
will some day be old. Keep me from getting talkative, and particularly from the fatal 
habit of thinking that I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.  
  Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Keep my 
mind from the recital of  endless details – give me wings to come to the point. 

  I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others’ pains. But seal my 
lips on my own aches and pains – they are increasing, and my love of rehearsing them 
is becoming sweeter as the years go by. Help me to endure them with patience.  

  I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a    
lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the memories of oth-
ers. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be        
mistaken. 

  Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not want to be a saint – some of them 
are so hard to live with – but a sour old woman is one of the crowning works of the 
devil.  

  Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places, and talents 
in unexpected people. And give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so. 

  Make me thoughtful – but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With my 
vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but thou knowest Lord, that I 
want a few friends at the end. 

  Amen. 

Attributed to a Mother Superior (Seventeenth Century) 

 
 
There are so many stewardship opportunities at CLC, but sometimes people are reluctant to volunteer     

because they aren’t sure what the jobs entail. This section will be ongoing in an  attempt to demystify all the 

ways you can participate in helping us all worship at Christ Lutheran’s Beach and Sanctuary services. This 

week: Usher/Communion! 

 
Are you outgoing? Are you the person that leaves the party saying, “I met 

this person and that person and it was just wonderful!”? Do you like people 

to feel like they’re at home, or at least welcome? Then Usher and       

Communion is the perfect way for you to participate at Beach Church! 

Your job (if you choose to accept it) is to greet people, hand out bulletins, 

distribute activity packs and sand toys to the kids, and answer questions 

from newcomers about how Beach Church works. You will also pass the 

offering baskets and deliver them back to the altar, as well as helping the 

pastor distribute communion. This may sound daunting, but all you have to 

do is hold the wine and/or juice chalice and say, “The blood of Christ, shed 

for you.” And that’s it! It is a wonderful way to get involved. See you at the 

beach! 

 

 

The Thorntons  he lp  w ith         

communion at Beach Church 
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La Cristianita Preschool 

October 2014 News 
35522 Camino Capistrano  

San Clemente, CA  92672 

(949) 496-1405—Preschool (949) 496-2621 

Leigh Ann Downie, Director 

From the Director… 
 I grew up in the Northwest suburbs of Chicago and fall has always been my favorite   
season! The air turns brisk, the colors turn, the leaves turn beautiful shades of reds, oranges 
and purples. As the leaves fall, there is nothing more fun than running through the piles that 
have been formed at the base of a large oak tree! The smell of apple cider and the      antici-
pation of the fun that Halloween brings!   
 In California, it is October and 90 degrees outside still. Our children don’t get to          
experience the wonders of fall here at the beach. For me as a mom, I want my children to 
learn to appreciate the awesomeness of the season and I can do that without taking them 
back to Chicago or Iowa each fall. Our family has a tradition of heading the base of the 
mountains each fall  for a day of family fun. We go to either Julian or Oak Glen to apple 
pick, browse the  pumpkin patches, go on a hay ride, get lost in a corn maze, pick           rasp-
berries and pears if we time it right and see God’s wondrous  beauty that fall brings. When 
we get home, 14 or so years of tradition come back to me as Mackenzie has mastered her 
homemade apple pie and the smells of my childhood fill my house! 
 This month, I would encourage all of us to show our children the world out there that 
some Southern California beach children never see. Let them explore the wonders of nature 
and the season of fall. Julian Mining Co and Calico Ranch are located in Julian which is 
about 2 hours away.  My family goes to Riley’s Farm in Oak Glen—about an hour and a half 
away but there are many other places you could check out as well.  If you find a new one to 
add to my list, let me know!  Not only will this offer the children a chance to enjoy the sea-
son, but it’s a wonderful family day of real quality time together- the best gift a child can  
ever receive! 
 
Leigh Ann Downie 
Director 
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A Few Openings for the 2014/15 School Year... 
La Cristianita Preschool still has a few Tuesday/Thursday openings for this year's 4 

year old    program If you have friends who are looking for a Tuesday/Thursday 

class for their 4 year old, please let them know! All other programs are full and    

running waiting lists. 

We appreciate you sharing your positive experiences here with your friends! 

 
 

Donations for the LCP annual fall carnival are needed… 
We are desperately needing donations for the silent auction! Past 

ideas include gift baskets, sports fishing and whale watching            
excursions, sports wear or equipment, overnight get aways, tours 

through local police or fire stations, and more! 
If you can help with donations, or you frequent a vendor who 

may be willing to donate, please see Leigh Ann - or simply 
bring your item to the preschool office no later than Friday,   
October 17! Remember all donations are tax-deductible!        

Thank You! 

 
Dates To Remember… 

October 1   - Family First Dinner at Izza Pizza! 

October 4   - National Read for the Record Day—Wear a shirt with bugs on it if 

    you have one 

October 7& 8 -  School Picture Day 

October 20 – 23 - Book Fair 

October 23  - Fall Carnival 6:30 – 8:00pm 

October 30 & 31 - Halloween Parade and Classroom Parties 
 

Chapel Time… 
Please join us at 11:15am in the sanctuary. 

 October 7, 15, 21 & 29 

In Our Classroom… 
October is the start of our learning about the many wonders of fall.  The leaves are    
turning colors, the weather is getting colder, soon it will be dark earlier, and there are so 
many things to explore in the world around us!  We will be doing lots of Halloween    
activities and using the colors orange and black in lots of our art work.  On October 30 
& 31 we will be bringing our Halloween costumes to school and having a parade at 
11:30am if you’d like to come see us!  Please remember that masks and weapons cannot 
be a part of our costume.  We hope to see you stop by and visit our classroom soon! 
 

Welcome Miss Janel! 
You will notice a new face around campus.  We are thrilled it welcome Janel Morford to our staff.  
Janel comes with more than 20 year’s teaching experience and will be here Monday thru Friday 

from 9am—6pm!  
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

…Christ Lutheran Church, our congregation and 

the calling of a Pastor;  

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool; 

…Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;  

…Those battling health issues for strength and 

healing;                                                                                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families.                           

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now 

you can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 

through our website and Facebook pages.   

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lois Faist is there too! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

CLC IS WELCOMING 

NEW MEMBERS OCT. 26th! 
Please contact Pastor Brenda or 

the church office if you would like 

to “make it official” and join us 

here at Christ Lutheran! New 

members will be recognized at 

both services. 

 

LCP NEEDS      

DONATIONS      

FOR THE         

FALL CARNIVAL! 
 

 Please see page 9 for info. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

