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A man I knew was called to be a pastor 
after twenty years of working in retail. 
His wife was anxious. What if God called 
them to be missionaries? She did not 
want to be a missionary wife. Would 
God make them suffer? “Take up your 
cross and follow me,” and all that? Turns 
out, God did not make them suffer in a 
remote jungle. God called them to    
suburbia. God called them to a life of 
ministry they both enjoyed.  

Many of us think we’ve got to be       
miserable serving God. There’s a       
revolution going on in this congregation 
(and in many churches) and it’s time to 
let the cat out of the bag. God actually 
wants us to be happy in our service to 
others and the church. Remember that 
great message from the Apostle Paul? 
“God loves a cheerful giver.” You may 
have thought that meant we were     
supposed to smile as we gave our last 
dime to the church. But it also applies to 
the giving of ourselves.  

We get excited about giving and serving 
when it is the right kind of service for us. 
Think about a volunteer effort you’ve 
done where you really enjoyed the work 
and the people. That was the right type 
of service. Think about a project you 
worked on which you hated from       
beginning to end. That was the wrong 
type of project.  

At Christ Lutheran, we are constantly 
finding ways for people to serve the 
community with joy. If you would rather 
die than read in front of the              
congregation, that’s fine. Maybe you’d 
rather count offerings. Or serve ice 
cream at a homeless lunch. Or organize 
storage units at the church. Or clean 
beaches. The idea is for you to serve in 

ways which make your heart sing. This is 
God’s great plan for us: cheerful giving. 

The same is true for financial giving. 
When we invest in things we care about, 
we’re infinitely more happy about it. The 
Bible tells us where our treasure is, 
there our heart will be also. But the 
truth is, where our heart is, there our 
treasure goes as well. If you look at your 
monthly budget, hopefully you are 
spending money in places that matter to 
you: housing, transportation, dining out 
or eating in, books, entertainment,    
support of family members, new Nikes 
every six months, etc. Sure, a lot of the 
budget is fixed, but you have decided 
those things matter. The same is true 
with charitable giving. You give to things 
you care about. The overflowing       
generosity this congregation has for the 
homeless and FAM and military families 
shows we care about those issues. Your 
steadfast support of Christ Lutheran 
shows you are invested. The idea is for 
you to be excited about supporting   
ministries you care about.  

Hmmm. This sounds a bit like a       
stewardship campaign. And it is. But this 
message is not meant to be a guilt trip. 
This is meant to be an opportunity for 
you to enjoy cheerful giving. We hope 
you are excited about what’s happening 
at Christ Lutheran and are happy to help.  

Happy. What a concept! Try it. I promise 
you’ll like it. ! 

-Pastor Brenda 

 
 

 

September Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.  

   

 

Every Wednesday 

Centering Prayer 

North Beach - 7:30 a.m. 

 

October 13 

WELCA Bible Study 

Donna Running’s 1 p.m. 

 

October 18 

FAM Hunger Walk 

See Page 7 

 

October 24 

SCMFO Variety Show  

See Page 7 

 

October 27 

Book Club 

Fireside Room 6 p.m. 

 

October 28 

Council Meeting 

Fireside Room 5:30 p.m. 

 

See back page for 

more calendar dates! 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 
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Council Corner 
Among matters your Council has taken up at its last two meetings:    

 

 Approved the La Cristianita Preschool (LCP) budget for the 2015-2016 school year.  LCP has     
rebounded strongly from a downturn a few years ago, which coincided with the national economic 
downturn, and is now on a upward trend, with strong enrollment figures (97% capacity), great    
parent involvement, competitive fees, an excellent staff, closer-than-ever ties to the church and our 
pastor, and an outstanding director in Leigh Ann Downie.  LCP is one of our most important     
missions in this community.  Come celebrate our preschool kids and help them fundraise at the 
carnival on Oct. 29 (lots of great silent auction items and the Habit truck!).  If you are a 10:30    
service attendee or have had a chance to be up at the church in the last few weeks, you will have 
noticed the improvements in our parking lot.  These were done on the barter system.  The family 
of a preschooler has a paving/striping business and they did this work in exchange for reduction in 
tuition, which is fantastic as neither LCP or the church had funds in their budgets for it.    

 Approved Monthly Offerings for our Homeless Ministry (our first one, on September 27, brought 
in over $300—bless you all).  

 Approved CLC’s being a Silver ($500) sponsor of the FAM Hunger Walk on Oct. 24, with $250 
coming from the budgeted operating expenses of the church and $250 donated by a member.  

 Discussed tree trimming — the beautiful coral trees on our church campus require annual       
trimming.  We budgeted $2000, but our first bid came in at $2500.  We are getting two other bids, 
but if any tree lovers out there would like to chip in, Council would be very grateful.  

 Approved adding a Bone Marrow drive to the Blood Drive which was held on Sept. 29 and two 
Council members gave marrow.  

 Continued planning the 50th Anniversary events for Nov. 8.  We look forward to a great turnout 
of members and neighbors (and pets!) at the celebration.  Thank you to all who are on the        
committee and helping in a variety of ways.  If you’d like to get involved, call the church office!  And 
don’t forget the Booster Shot!  

 

CLC Advertising has continued in the SC Times and DP Times, with a month hiatus in September.  
Our October ad in both papers will be an invitation to our Nov. 8 celebration.  In November we will 
have an ad giving thanks for our first 50 years in San Clemente and inviting people to join us for our 
next 50.  And in December, a Christmas ad inviting people to our services on Christmas Eve.  We also 
had an ad in the SC Journal in the August-September-October issue.  These ads are effective—we’ve 
had people come to church because they’ve seen them—and they keep our face out there in the com-
munity.  You never know how or when you will reach a person who really needs a church home or 
connection.  Most of the ads are paid for out of our budget, but we have also gotten donations for a 
good percentage and can still use more.  Just note “Advertising” in the memo on your check.   

 

CLC operating reserves dipped below $100,000 in August, which we did not want to see happen, but 
giving has been consistently high in September, so we are encouraged.  Let’s keep it up!  

 

New Council members will be elected in January and a Nominating Committee will be asking members 
over the next month and a half if you might be willing to be on the ballot at our January Annual     
Congregational Meeting.  Please pray about this to discern if God is calling you to a leadership role at 
Christ Lutheran.  This is a great time to join the Council!  All kinds of good things are happening here 
and you can help lead us into the next amazing 50 years!  Council meetings are run as efficiently as   
possible, once a month, and we always begin in prayer and a short Bible Study.  We like to think that 
Council meetings are worship, too, and an opportunity to listen to God and do God’s will in             
administrative ways as well as spiritual and community outreach ways.   
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50th Anniversary Celebration to Focus on Community Engagement 

Christ Lutheran Church will celebrate our 50th year of ministry in San Clemente on  

Sunday, November 8 with a combined service in the sanctuary, dedication of a new      

liturgical banner and a neighborhood gathering.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have decided to keep the focus on community engagement, rather than a big party. To 
celebrate our 50 years together and build a foundation for the next 50 years, we’ll pledge 
the following: 
 50 boxes for Operation Christmas Child 
 50 donors for our September 29 Red Cross Blood Drive 
 50 animals blessed at our First Ever Blessing of the Animals on Nov. 8th 
 50 sets of underwear and socks donated to homeless friends 
 50 pounds of food collected each month for FAM 
 $5000 (or more) booster shot – additional donations to Christ Lutheran 

Church to strengthen our financial position.  
 50 acts of kindness and 50 letters to veterans. 
 
And many more! Keep an eye out for more details. 
 
Please see the “Save the Date” announcement in this newsletter to keep track of all these      
exciting events. 

As always, your Church Council is honored to conduct church business on the Lord’s and the congre-
gation’s behalf.  Any concerns or issues or ideas you have are important to us and we encourage you to 
contact us.  Our next meeting is on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room at church.  
You can contact us at any time, through the church office or by phone or email (all contact information 
is in the church directory available from Debby, our church secretary, if you don’t have one).    

 

May the Lord bless us and all that we do here together at Christ Lutheran and La Cristianita,  

 

Council Members Shay Arnett, Betty Buck, Judy Franz, Pat Gilliam, Laura Pephens, Donna Vidrine and Pastor 
Brenda Bos. 
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Saving 50 Lives to Celebrate 50 Years at CLC’s Blood Drives 

Hooray for the heroes!  I think of each of you as heroes, 
volunteers and donors, in our 2nd Blood Drive.  All 
earned their stars by helping someone who needed blood 
or bone marrow.  I especially want to thank Bonnie 
Gillings, Pastor Brenda, Shay Arnett, and Marc Portillo, the 
team who worked to make our partnership with the Red 
Cross and Delete Blood Cancer work so well.  In our 
50th year, counting our March and September drives with 
the CLC Red Cross program, our members, preschool parents, and neighbors donated 51 
units of blood. Each donation can save 3 lives!  In addition, we registered 8 potential bone 
marrow donors.  Hip, hip, hooray and thank you, from Betty Buck, Coordinator.   

CLC Book Club 

Our next book club meeting will be Tuesday, October 27 at 6 PM 
in the church.  Bring a dish to share and enjoy an hour of good 
food , friends,  and book discussion.  Please come whether you have 
read the book or not.  All are welcome!  

Our October selection is Defending  Jacob by William Landay, New 
York Times best seller. “Andy Barber has been an assistant district 
attorney for two decades. He is respected. Admired in the court-
room. Happy at home with the loves of his life, his wife, Laurie, and 
teenage son, Jacob. Then Andy’s quiet suburb is stunned by a   
shocking crime: a young boy stabbed to death in a leafy park. And 
an even greater shock: The accused is Andy’s own son—shy,     
awkward, mysterious Jacob . Andy believes in Jacob’s innocence. 
Any parent would. But the pressure mounts. Damning evidence. 
Doubt. A faltering marriage. The neighbors’ contempt.  A murder 
trial that threatens to obliterate Andy’s family.  It is the ultimate 
test for any parent: How far would you go to protect your child?”  

“Stunning . . . a novel that comes to you out of the blue and manages to keep you reading 
feverishly until the whole thing is completed.”—The Huffington Post  

All women from our church are welcome to attend our October women’s 

Bible study. The WELCA Bible Study series “Slow Faith” in the September  

issue of Gather begins with “Sabbath Keeping”.  The theme verse is Exodus 

20:8: “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.”  The overarching theme 

in the Bible is that time is in God’s hands, day by day, moment by moment.. 

Join us in this blessing of shared conversation, prayer, food, and God’s word. 

 
October 13th, 1:00 – 2:30 PM at Donna Running’s home 
118 Mira Adelante, San Clemente, 92673 
Please contact  Ruth Milversted for more information at (949) 240-1132. 

What in the world of WELCA? 
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 
This is a recurring series about CLC members and friends who volunteer in the community, taking 

Christ’s great commission “to love one another” beyond the beach and our church or preschool walls.  

Do you know volunteers who should be featured?  Let Pastor Brenda know, so we can highlight them 

here. 

 
Who do Pickleball, pelicans, Beach Church and boogie boarding have 

in common?  Our volunteer of the month, Jane Porphir, that’s who!  
 Jane has lived in San Clemente for more than 30 years and is a 

long-time member of Christ Lutheran. She has served on Council  

several times, been a member of the Mutual Ministry Team and helped 

at Vacation Bible School this summer.  In 2007, she helped coordinate 

CLC’s fundraising Beach Walk to help student athletes at San  

Clemente High School with sports-related expenses their families 

could not afford.   
 A licensed marriage and family therapist with a B.A. from Cal 

State Fullerton and an M.A. in Counseling Psychology, Jane’s entire 

career was spent helping others, first as a diversion counselor with 

the then-San Clemente PD working with at-risk adolescents, and then with Providence       

Community Services providing substance abuse and other counseling to teenagers on probation.  

Her last few years with Providence, Jane worked with the chronically mentally ill homeless, ages 

18-60, coming out of jail.  “This was challenging work,” says Jane.  “I expect eventually to get  

involved with our homeless ministry at church.” 
 Recently retired, Jane has revived her love of gardening.  She and her wife of two years, 

Julie Tobin, just had their front- and backyard grass replaced with beautiful drought-tolerant 

landscaping and flagstone paths.  And Jane is volunteering once a week at Casa Romantica, the 

cultural and events center in San Clemente, in the gardens, weeding and trimming.  “It’s a    

beautiful place and very peaceful on closed Mondays when we do our work.” 
 But back to Pickleball. . .Jane and Julie discovered this fast-growing sport, which can be 

played by all ages, just a few years ago and Jane has become a real ambassador for the sport (ask 

her about it!).  She volunteers her time to give demonstrations to newcomers to Pickleball,   

including recent events at courts built at the new Rancho 

Mission Viejo development out the Ortega Highway and at 

an RV get-together in Pomona.  “Pickleball is a great commu-

nity of people,” Jane says.  “It’s fun and a good workout at 

the same time.”  She has won medals at national and regional 

levels and she and Julie will be competing at the Huntsman 

World Senior Games in St. George, UT this month.  
 Jane and Julie (left, at their wedding reception on 

North Beach) help rescue injured pelicans and other birds at 

Doheny and in Dana Harbor in conjunction with the Pacific 

Wildlife Project.  Kayaking with them on Monday night 

church outings in the summer often involves a rescue.  Jane 

is a beach-loving gal and “a boogie boarder from way back,” 

as she puts it.  We’re glad she’s part of CLC’s beach service, 

helping to share Christ’s love in our community and beyond. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

FAM  Hunger Walk Coming Up 

 On Sunday, October 18, Family         
Assistance Ministries will stage its 28th annual 
Hunger Walk in San Clemente--an event CLC 
has supported big-time for the last five years!  
We look forward to another good              
representation from our congregation as we 
“step out” to make a  difference in the lives of 
South Orange County’s less fortunate.  The 
Hunger Walk is 2.5 miles beginning and ending 
at the San Clemente Community Center at Del 
Mar and Calle Seville. 

 All proceeds go directly to FAM and will be spent locally to help clients with food, rent,    
utilities, emergency transportation and senior medical expenses.  FAM assists well more than 300 
clients a month, with more than 50 percent of them children.  The major source of funds from the 
walk comes from an entry fee for walkers, who can also obtain pledges from friends and family.  All 
walkers who raise at least $25 will receive an event T-shirt. CLC is a Silver   Sponsor of the event 
this year, $250 from the Church benevolence budget and $250 donated by a member. 

 Walkers can register on-line this year as part of the Christ Lutheran Church San Clemente 
Team!  Each walker will set up a fundraising page linked to our team (it’s easy).  You can download a 
sponsor sheet from the FAM website or pick one up on Sunday.   And sponsors can donate on-line 
to the CLC Team or individual walkers!  Click on Donate and you’ll be prompted to find the CLC 
Team.  Register or donate on-line at www.family-assistance.org (click on the Hunger Walk poster).  
Walkers pick up their T-shirts and turn in in any donations not done on-line at check-in (between 
12:30 and 1:30—the 3K walk starts at 2). For more information, see Judy Franz after church or contact 
her at 949-493-3826 or junofranz@aol.com. 

 

SCMFO Variety Show Set for October 24th 
San Clemente Military Family Outreach, which CLC has been     
supporting in a variety of ways since 2012, will present its 8th     
Annual Fundraiser Variety Show, “Great Impressions”, Saturday, 
Oct 24, 7 p.m. at the San Clemente Community Center (Calle    
Seville at Del Mar).  The bulk of the proceeds from this show     
provide Thanksgiving dinners for more than 800 families at Camp 
Pendleton. 

The fast-paced show will star musical impressionists Danny         
Jacobson and Jill Jaxx, presenting “From Vegas to Broadway”,     
preceded by winners of the “Stars of Tomorrow” competition from 
local high schools, a song set by acoustical guitarist Daniel Vera, and 
a performance by comedy headliner Don McMillan. If you’ve       
attended any of the last shows, you know you’re in for a treat! 

Ours is one of nine area churches supporting SCMFO and the      
Variety Show again this year. Reserved seating at the Christ        
Lutheran table is $40 per person. Tickets may be purchased from 
Judy Franz starting September 20 or email her at                          
junofranz@aol.com to reserve your seats prior to that date.   

The event will include an opportunity drawing (great prizes,        
including Big Bear, Crystal Cove and Mammoth stays and more!) and a dessert bar. Selma’s in     
downtown San Clemente, just two blocks up from the Community Center, is doing a fundraiser for 
SCMFO all day on Oct. 24.  Eat there before the show (easy to find parking then) or eat in/take out 
for lunch or dinner to support the cause. 20% of what you spend on food or drink that day will go to 
SCMFO. Thank you, Selma’s! 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach is an all-volunteer nonprofit whose mission is to provide  emergency 
assistance to military families at Camp Pendleton, respond to requests for financial and material aid     
throughout the year, and host morale events (e.g., baby shower, wives’ tea, gift-wrapping party, teen pool   
party, back to school give-away) for the families served.  Thank you for supporting SCMFO. 
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God’s Work, Our Hands San Clemente Style 

Pastor Greg Ronning  from The Table 
led worship September 13 with his 

guitar and a Doobie Bros. song 

Monthly homeless lunches put our hands to good use 

Our hands were blessed on September 13 

before we went back out into the world. 

All our work can glorify God. 

Tom and Mary  

Whitman prove  

you can look great  

while cleaning  

the beach 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 
 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 
 

949. 496. 1405 
 

Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Saturday, October 17 
SC Readiness Festival from 10a.m.– 2p.m. 
310 Ave Vista Montana. Pastor Brenda   
offers the invocation at this community 
event for emergency preparedness. 
 
Sunday, October 18th-  
FAM Hunger Walk 
 
Saturday, October 24th-  
SCMFO Variety Show 
 
Sunday, October 25th- 
Trick or Trunk 3-5p.m. 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church hosts this  
family– friendly event in our parking lot. 
 
Sunday, November 8th-  
CLC 50th Anniversary Celebration and 
Blessing of the Animals. Combined        
worship service and banner dedication    
followed by a neighborhood gathering!   
Invite your friends! 

Save The Date! 

     You’ll be seeing a new offering envelope in 

the next two months: the 50th Anniversary 

Booster Shot! 
     Please use this envelope for an extra offer-

ing to celebrate our 50th Anniversary. We’re 

having a little fun with the envelope,            

encouraging your gifts of $5, $50, $500 or 

$5000. Of course, you may wish to give a    

different amount, or you may wish to use    

several envelopes to get to the figure you were 

hoping for (4 x $50 donations for $200, for  

example). We won’t be picky!  
     Thank you for your continued support of 

the ministries of Christ Lutheran Church! 

Booster shot donations will go to offset our 

deficit for 2015 and move us into new dreams 

for 2016. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

