
PASTOR'S NOTES 
Bruce Springsteen delivers a knockout rendition of "Born to Run" and he's 
given a standing ovation.  The doctor walks into the room with good 
news, "It's benign" and she's given a hug.  We are told that we are loved 
and we can't help but give our hearts.  Contrary to popular opinion, I think 
it is part of our human nature to give. 
 
But also part of our human nature is the instinct to be selfish and to keep 
an eye out for ourselves.  Will I have enough time, money, energy, 
resources, desire, will?  The saying teaches us to save for a rainy day but 
we often function as if we expect rain and floods of Biblical proportions. 
 
Our faith practice for the month of November is “give” and indeed as we 
give of ourselves, our time and our possessions we are practicing and 
exercising and proclaiming our faith. First John says, “We love because 
God first loved us,” and so too do we give because God first gave to us all 
that we have and all that we are. We give not in order to gain God’s favor 
or to pay the light bill at the church but we give in response to having 
already received blessing upon blessing. We give because we need to 
give. This is called stewardship, seeing everything not as ours to keep but 
as God’s to share with others in God’s family. 
 
When you were a little baby, not even able to turn over on your side or 
call out your mother's name, much less turn from your sins and call upon 
the Lord, when you couldn't help yourself nor anyone else, God blessed 
you. God said to you "Bob, Mary, Steve, today you are mine.  You are the 
one sheep who is lost and now I have found you and nothing can separate 
us.  You are the prodigal who will never be without a home and a family.  
You are a son of Abraham, a daughter of the most high God, you are my 
child, and I love you and I will always be with you."  And this promise was 
sealed in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
made visible as water was splashed upon your forehead. 
 
And so everyday we live in response to this blessing, everyday we feebly 
attempt to say thank you for so great a gift, everyday seeking to be 
faithful to what God has first done for us.  We respond with our pledges 
of financial support to the work of the kingdom through the ministry of 
Christ Lutheran.  We respond by bringing food and supermarket gift 
certificates and gifts and by incarnating Thanksgiving and Christmas and 
hope and compassion and generosity to families who would otherwise go 



without.  We respond every day by offering back to the One from whom 
all blessings flow, paying it forward to those in need.   
 
This month we will start using an offering prayer from the hymnal: 
"Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us - ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love."  Giving with joy and thanksgiving happens when we first of all see 
the shear giftedness of our lives and that everything we have and 
everything we are is a gracious gift from God.  We have been "blessed to 
be a blessing" and we grow in faith as we give in faith.      
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Kim   
 
WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 

For the fruit of all creation, Thanks be to God! 
For his gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God! 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe keeping, Thanks be to God! 

ELW 679, v. 1 
 

November is a month during which we remember and thank God for all the 
signs of his gracious love with which our lives have been blessed: 
 
+ We give thanks for those with whom God has graced our lives. Frederick 
Buechner writes in Wishful Thinking "In God's holy  flirtation with the 
world, God occasionally drops a handkerchief.  The handkerchiefs are 
called saints."  On November 5, All Saints Sunday, we remember and 
thank God for those who have been signs of God's gracious love in our 
lives.  The church, the world and our individual lives are enlivened and 
challenged by their witness. 
 
+We give thanks for our nation. Living in a democracy is a gift that comes 
with responsibility.  As those who seek to follow Jesus and to do as he 
would do, the question we hold before us as we enter the voting booth on 
Election Day is not "What is in my best interest?" but rather "What is in 
the best interest of the least of these, in the best interest of my neighbor 
in need?"  As disciples of Christ we are called to let our votes be signs of 
God's gracious love for all of God's children. 
 



+We give thanks as we gather with friends and family on Thanksgiving. 
As we count our blessings we are overwhelmed and humbled with the 
richness of our lives, wanting to seek ways to concretely say thank you 
for these signs of God's love. We will celebrate and witness to the One 
from whom all blessings flow with our partners in the Gospel of Our 
Savior’s as we gather for a joint worship service here at Christ Lutheran 
on Sunday, November 21, at 7:00pm. 
 
+We give thanks for Christ Jesus on Christ the King Sunday, 
November 21. This festival of the church celebrates our King Jesus who 
rules from a cross and promises paradise to sinners embraced by his 
outstretched arms and we proclaim him as our Lord as pledges of financial 
support for the ministry of Christ Lutheran are received. 
 
+We give thanks for the the One who came, who comes and will come 
again on the First Sunday in Advent, November 28. 
 

For the harvest of the Spirit, Thanks be to God! 
For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God! 

For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that Love has found us, Thanks be to God! 

ELW 679 v.3 
 
BOOK CLUB 
The Book Club will meet on Sunday, November 7, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm 
in the church kitchen. Bring something for the potluck and be ready to 
discuss The 19th Wife by XXX. 
 
FAITH FORMATION AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
We continue to apply ourselves to the faith practice of “study” in the 
following opportunities: 
+Confirmation for those in 8th grade and older meets on Mondays, 
November 8, 15 and 29th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. Don’t forget to do your 
sermon notes and to sign in at church. Casey Ontiveras’ family is heading 
up our service project this month – watch for details! 
+Sunday School meets during 10:30 worship in the sanctuary. We gather 
in the Fireside Room after the Children’s Sermon and return to the 
sanctuary for communion. We still are in need of teachers to help with an 
occasional Sunday – see Leigh Ann Lopez for info. 



+Continuing the Conversation takes place right after worship on the 
beach. We meet at Kaylani’s Coffee shop for discussion of the day’s texts 
and themes. Feed the meter, grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
+Tuesday Morning Bible Study is at 10:00 in the Fireside Room. An hour 
of good conversation around the upcoming Scripture texts. 
+Women of the ELCA (WELCA) meets on the second Thursday of the 
month – in November that’s November 11 – from 1:00 to 2:30. 
 
Practice your faith as you dive into the Bible! 
 
YOUTH NEWS 
The Breakfast Club is our group for kids through 6th grade and in 
November we are going to meet on Friday, November 19, from 6:00 to 
8:00 for pizza, fun and to learn how to train a dragon – actually, the 
movie, “How To Train A Dragon.” Bring $3 for food and a friend! 
 
BOAT PARADE INSERT 
 
 


