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For many families, September brings a 
season of change. Lazy summer days give 
way to alarm clocks and hectic                          
schedules. Preschool gives way to                        
kindergarten with the “big kids.” My 
daughter Katie starts high school – talk 
about change! 
 
September also brings a season of 
change for Christ Lutheran as we seek 
to discern what the future holds in light 
of the financial challenges before us. 
Changes will come in the ways we do 
ministry and in the ways we support our 
ministry. Changes will come as we seek 
God’s leading so this congregation might 
be who and what God needs us to do 
and be at this time. Changes will come as 
each of us examines our own hearts,     
listening for God’s guidance, so we might 
know who and what God needs me to 
do and be in this time.  
 
Change can be scary, as it means not 
having a clear picture of what is before 
us and not knowing what the future 
holds. On Christmas night when the 
shepherds saw the whole host of heaven 
before them, they knew their lives would 
be forever changed and they were afraid. 
On Easter morn when the women went 
to the tomb expecting to find death and 
were instead surprised by life, they knew 
that the world had been forever changed 
and they were afraid.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
So it is to shepherds and the women and 
to Christ Lutheran that God says, “Be 
not afraid. For while you do not know 
what the future holds, trust that I hold 
you and the future in my strong and               
loving hands. And nothing in all of                   
creation, not even change, can ever                
separate you from my love.” 
 
Now more than ever we need to pray 
the prayer from the old hymnal, which 
we’ve used in the masthead of this      
newsletter for the past year:  
 
O God, you have called your servants to  
ventures of which we cannot see the  
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through 
perils unknown. Give us faith to go out  
with good courage, not knowing where we 
go, but only that your hand is leading us  
and your love supporting us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Thanks be to the One who holds us and 
the future in love! 
 
Shalom, 
Pastor Kim   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Notes 
 
 
 

Coming Up 
(see details inside) 

 
September 5 
 Offices Closed 

 
 

September 8 

1:00   
WELCA Bible Study 

  
September 21 

5:30pm 

 Church Leadership  

Meeting with                      

Bishop Murray Finck 

 
Worship With Us  
Every Sunday in  

September 
 

8:00am Worship 
at the Beach 
10:30 in the    
Sanctuary 

P.2 Faith Formation 

P.2 New Member Class Info 

P.3  Remember in Prayer 

P.5 
Pacifica Synod PALLMM 
Event Details 

    

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the  
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out  
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us  

and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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Faith Formation   

  
 Confirmation enters the home stretch with 

sermon notes and essays due on September 18 
and class on September 28, and October 12 
from 5:00 to 6:00.  We are inviting parents to 
attend these last two classes as we talk about 
the promises that are made on the Day of 
Confirmation and how they can be kept. We 
will celebrate with these five young women on 
Sunday, October 30, at the 10:30 service as 
they affirm their baptisms and take their place 
as full members of Christ Lutheran. 

 
  

WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
 

In our neighborhoods school is back in session for 
our kids and here at church school is also back in 
session for all who seek to be followers of Jesus as 
our lessons for each Sunday teach us and push us 
to live out our faith. Forgiveness and grace are the 
themes for the month, forgiveness within the                        
community and grace extended to those who we 
think do not deserve it.  What does it mean to be 
the people of God in this time and this place?                  
Join us each Sunday as we explore this together. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
Christ Lutheran will receive new members on     
Sunday, October 9.  Starting September 18 you are 
encouraged to attend the Adult Forum held on 
Sundays from 9:15 - 10:15 in the Fireside Room as 
we explore how Lutherans understand the faith. 
This is not only for those who are thinking about 
joining, but also for those who are already                   
members and those who are curious!  Please let 
Pastor Kim know if you’d like to join by September 
18. 
 

HURRICANE IRENE 
 

As we go to press, communities on the East Coast 
are in the midst of dealing with the remnants of 
Hurricane Irene.  The ELCA Disaster Response is 
on the ground bringing aid and hope.  If you’d like 
to help, make your check out to Christ Lutheran 
and note “Hurricane” on it.  100% of your                    
donation goes directly to those in need. 

 
 

 
FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

AT CHRIST LUTHERAN 
 

Regular, disciplined immersion in God’s word is 
what keeps hope alive and gives us a vision for 
the future. Now more than ever we need to be 
attentive to God’s leading and guiding through 
Holy Scripture and the Holy Spirit. Bible study 
opportunities in September include: 
 
  Adult Forum starting Sunday, September 18  

from 9:15 to 10:15 in the Fireside Room at 
church. A convenient time and place for 
those who attend 8:00 and 10:30 services. 
We’ll start out by reviewing the basics of the 
faith through our “Lutheran lenses.” A great 
class for those new to the Lutheran church 
as well as old-timers who need a refresher! 

 
  Tuesday Morning Bible Study from 10:00 to 

11:00. Study of the Gospel reading for the 
coming Sunday, good fellowship and good 
conversation are on tap each week.                         
Seasoned Bible students as well as new to 
the Bible are welcome! 

 
  WELCA (Women of the ELCA) meets on 

the second Thursday of the month from 
1:00 to 2:30 in the Fireside Room for Bible 
study and fellowship. On September 17 from 
9:00 to 2:30 we will join with women 
around the Pacifica Synod for “Bible Study in 
the OC” at Our Savior’s Lutheran, San 
Clemente. Patricia Lull, author of this year’s 
study book, “To Follow and To Serve: The 
Gospel of Mark,” will be the speaker. Cost is 
$25 and includes lunch. See Mary Ann 
Messick or the church office for more                     
information. 

 
  Sunday School for K through 4th grade                     

happens during the 10:30 worship service 
starting September 18. Our theme is  “Bible 
Stories Everyone Should Know” and Leigh 
Ann Downie from the preschool will get us 
started learning and experiencing these                   
stories through songs, activities and crafts. 
We need teachers – see Leigh Ann for                   
details and scheduling! 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        
Jesus, and for all people according to their needs… 

… Those facing drought and famine in Africa;                     

… Tresia Thornton’s father Bob;                                             

…continuing prayers for Matthew Wild, Dorothy                    

Alvord and Lennie Kopperud;                                                                      

…those serving in the military and their families;                             

…Bishop Mark Hansen and the ELCA, Bishop                            

Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod, Pastor Kim and 

our congregation;                                                                         

…the staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool. 

 

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   
 

          

September Birthdays! 
 Louise Gilliam  September 1 

 Joyce Embery  September 7 

 Adelyn Condet  September 20                       

 Matthew Wild  September 21 

 Judy Tatman  September 30 

 

FYI:  Email addresses for Our CLC  

Pastor and Staff 
 

 Pastor Kim   
pastorkim@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool) 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
Wendy Ruffner (office)  

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  
 

www.clcsanclemente.org 

 

CRISIS ON THE HORN OF AFRICA 

Two years of sporadic rain—and the driest year since 
1951—have devastated the Horn of Africa. Crops have 
failed and drinking water is scarce, putting the lives of 
over 12 million people at risk. As a result, more than 
3,000 refugees are flooding into refugee camps each day 
seeking food and water. 
 
As a church that is called to do God’s work in the 
world, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) is already helping to provide enriched porridge 
for small children and safe water to all of the 500,000 
people living in these camps. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of ELCA members like you, 
ELCA World Hunger has helped protect African                  
families living in drought for over a decade. Each year, 
over a million dollars of aid has brought relief to people 
in drought-vulnerable areas of Africa. And thanks to 
special gifts of members to ELCA Disaster Response, 
an additional $1.25 million has been committed to help 
those impacted by this crisis. 
 
Our sisters and brothers are in desperate need of our 
help right now and you can bring hope to the Horn 
with a donation to the ELCA Hunger Appeal. 100% of 
your donation will go directly to aid. Make your check 
out to Christ Lutheran and not “Africa” on it. 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 

The Council, other leaders of the congregation and any 
interested will meet with Bishop Murray Finck on 
Wednesday, September 21, at 5:30 pm to talk together 
about options for this congregation as we move                   
forward into the future. It will be a time of prayer and 
discernment in the midst of the hard financial realities 
we are facing. Please keep our congregation and                      
congregational leaders in your prayers. 
 
The Church Council has called a Congregational                    
Meeting for October 16. On that day there will be one 
worship service in the sanctuary at 9:30 am and the 
meeting will follow. The purpose of this meeting is to 
receive information and make needed decisions. All 
members are encouraged to attend. 
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