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Pastor’s Message 
I learned a wonderful lesson on the first 

day of Vacation Bible School. I do not 

have a lot of experience teaching the 

very young. Someone told me it was im-
portant to have visual aids for the kids. 

On Day One of VBS, I was telling the 

story of creation and decided to wear a 

custom-made Creation Coat. I had at-

tached silly props to the coat to help me 

remember what God made each day.  

 
There was a flashlight hanging down 

from one side to represent the light 

God made on the First Day. There was 
a blue canopy to pull over my head to 

show the sky God made on Day Two. 

There were stars, moon and sun on my 

sleeve for the Third Day. There was a 

flower on my lapel for Day Four. An ani-

mal perched on my shoulder for the 

Fifth Day. “And on the sixth day, God 
made people,” I said, pulling up a hand 

mirror for all the kids to see themselves. 

On the seventh day, God rested, and in 

true San Clemente fashion, my visual for 

relaxation was a floppy beach hat and 

sunglasses. I looked ridiculous. And the 

kids got the message.  

 
Actually the kids got several messages. 

Yes, they may have learned the story of 

creation. They also learned that church 
can be fun, and maybe a pastor (or a 

teacher, or a volunteer) would make 

them laugh. Ray Romano had a beautiful 

public service message on television sev-

eral years ago. He encouraged parents 

to make their children laugh, “so your 

kids will know you love them.” Indeed, 
when I think of how I show my son I 

love him, the times we laugh together 
are among the most effective. During 

this week of Vacation Bible School, I be-

lieve those kids knew I and the teachers 

and volunteers loved them. And through 

that love, they start to experience the 

love of God. 

 
As people of faith, we occasionally wor-

ry we are not strong enough witnesses 

to the love of God. We worry we have 

to recite perfect theological answers to 
deep questions. We don’t dare open 

our mouths to confess what we believe 

for fear of getting it wrong or offending 

someone. Of course it is important to 

know what we believe. It’s helpful to 

articulate our faith well. But more than 

anything, the way we live is our witness. 
When we share joy and laughter, 

warmth and honesty, we share Jesus. 

Our kindness, our ability to work with 

others without complaint or gossip, our 

hopefulness in a weary world: these are 

strong messages about the God we love 

and serve. Some of us preach and teach, 

some of us simply live with integrity,  
allowing God to shape our hearts. Some 

volunteer in service projects, some offer 

a cup of coffee and conversation, others 

make a child laugh. All are capable of 

showing the love of God.  

 
“The joy of the Lord is your 

strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). Thank God 

for the wonderful opportunities we have 

to share the joy of the Lord.  

 

-Pastor Brenda Bos 

 
 

 

Sept. Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 

 

September 7 

God’s Work- Our 

Hands: Beach Cleanup 

Day directly following 

Beach Church 8a.m. 

 

September 9 

NO BIBLE STUDY   

Today 

 

September 16 

Book Club 

Fireside Room - 6 p.m. 

Happy Birthday, Pastor 

Brenda! 

 

September 17 

Council Meeting                

Fireside Room - 

5:30p.m. 

 

September 18 

WELCA Bible Study 

“Rahab, a Faithful     

Businesswoman” 

Fireside Room - 1 p.m. 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

Beach Worship 

8:00AM 

 

Sanctuary Service 

10:30 AM 

 

"God of deep soil and luxuriant growth; you call us from our shallow selves to find our 

depth in you: may we abide in Him alone who can teach us who we are; through Jesus 

Christ, the true vine. Amen." from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Church Council Corner 

 Church Council meets the third Wednesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room at the church. Guests are welcome, as well as prayers for the decisions that Jesus would 

make. We encourage you to contact us with ideas, concerns, needs and prayers. 

 August was an amazing month at CLC, with Pastor Brenda being ordained into the 

ministry of Word and Sacrament in the ELCA and then being installed as the 7th pastor in 
our church's history, with two former pastors present! It was wonderful to have Pastors    

Margaret Duttera and Kim Krogstad (and Katie!) in our midst again to celebrate with us. 

 
 Vacation Bible School was a fun, spiritual, loud experience and we are grateful to all 

the teachers, the volunteers (including Linda Kopperud's grandchildren Brendan and  
Brooklyn), and especially Preschool Director Leigh Ann Downie and Pastor Brenda for 

making the week so meaningful and memorable for the 80 children who attended. It was a 

joy to have some of the kids sing at the special 11:30 service on Installation Day. 

 
 Thank you to Louise Gilliam, Betty Buck and Mary Monasmith for coordinating the     

luncheon fiesta following that service and to Leigh Ann for helping us find the best taco 
guy! It was a happy time of fellowship, with church history on display (timeline on the fence 

and photos in the sanctuary). 

 
 And all this happened while we were experiencing the confusion and mess of major 
water damage from a broken restroom pipe and the start of repair work! Thank you to 

church secretary Debby Boka, Pastor Brenda, Leigh Ann and the staff for persevering 
through it all cheerfully. As Pastor has noted, thank God for insurance and for generous 

giving that allows us to purchase insurance that sees us through minor problems and major 

disasters.   

 
 A minor problem Council is dealing with is our church sign on Camino Capistrano, 
erected in 2010 to replace an old sign, but without a permit. We are being required by the 

city to reduce the size of the sign and eliminate the interior lighting.  Changes will begin  

before October.   

 
 Thank you to the faithful members of our congregation for your support and prayers 

as the Pastor, Council and staff administer day-to-day church and preschool operations. It's 
God work, our hands! Council meets next on September 17 in the Fireside Room at 5:30 

p.m.  All are welcome or please let any Council member know if you have ideas or con-

cerns to share. 
 
-Pres. Judy Franz, Vice Pres. Betty Buck, Sec. Shay Arnett, Treas. Laura Pephens, 

Property Ch. Pat Gilliam, Member Donna Vidrine, Pastor Brenda 
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Christ Lutheran’s WELCA Bible study meets Thursday, September 

18th at 1p.m. in the Fireside Room. Join us for our new study that 

will run through 2015, “Transforming Life and Faith”. We will be 

considering how our lives and our faith journeys are   transformed 

by the events we experience and the people we meet. In both the 

Old and New Testaments we will read about people who have had 

life-changing experiences, such as Paul on the road to Damascus 

and Moses in the wilderness of Midian. This week we will begin with 

“Transformation and Conversion”,  following Paul’s conversion on 

the road to Damascus.  

 
Women are invited to participate in our relaxing, warm, monthly 

church fellowship.  A copy of GATHER is in the Narthex for you to borrow, read and return.  

We hope to see you there! 

CLC Book Club Meeting Tuesday, September 16th at 6:00 p.m. 

What in the world of WELCA? 

The CLC Book Club will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 16, at 6 p.m. in the   

Fireside Room at church, to discuss The Goldfinch and celebrate the birth-

day of Pastor Brenda Bos! Bring a friend, a dish to share and join us for a 

great discussion.  

 
Amazon description of the novel: Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New    

Yorker, miraculously survives an explosion that kills his                    

mother.  Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a 

wealthy friend.  Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, 

tormented by his longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that 

reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting.  As an adult, 

Theo moves between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty       

antiques store where he works.  Alienated and in love, he is drawn into 

the underworld of art.  A tale of loss and redemption, this is a stay-up-all-

night, tell-all-your-friends-about-it great read! 

God’s Work, Our Hands - Beach Clean-Up Day Sept. 7th 
 
Thanks to everyone who came 

out and helped with beach clean 

up! It was a perfect day to do it 

since the high tide washed lots of 

garbage up.  



September 2014 
 

 

  
Christ Lutheran Church Page 4 

CHRIST LUTHERAN OUTREACH - SERVING OUR COMMUNITY! 

Family Assistance Ministries 
 The first annual Family Assistance Ministries golf tournament at San Clemente Muni 

was a great success and a very fun day for a worthy cause.  Judy & Norman Franz played in it 

and Cathy Baumgarn volunteered (and all three of us bid on and won silent auction items)--

so CLC was well represented. 
 FAM is currently collecting school supplies--backpacks, pens, paper, erasers, lunch 

boxes--for back-to-school.  Please bring to the church office along with your food            

contributions! 
 Never too early to start thinking about being part of the annual Hunger Walk!  This 

year it's on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 19.  Watch for more information in mid-September.  
 -News about FAM's needs or special events (other than the Annual October Hunger Walk, in 

which we always participate) often comes too late for us to put the requests in the newsletter (and 

sometimes even too late for the church bulletin), but we encourage you to sign up individually for 

FAM email at http://www.family-assistance.org/.  This is an amazing ministry, a homeless prevention 

agency providing a hand up in time of need.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             Part of our Hunger Walk team 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Beatles are coming to San Clemente! For those who attended the Paul McCartney    

concert at Dodger Stadium on Aug. 10 (and there were several from CLC), this should come 

as very exciting news.  It's actual the Beatles' tribute band "Paperback Writer" who perform 

on Disney cruises and have a huge following.  They will headline this year's San Clemente  

Military Family Outreach Variety Show, Saturday, October 25, 7 p.m. at the Community 

Center downtown.  Tickets to sit at our reserved CLC table are $40, general admission  

tickets are $25.  Judy Franz will begin selling tickets on September 17, but you can also    

purchase tickets on-line at www.militaryfamilyoutreach.com starting Sept. 10.  Thanks for 

supporting military families by attending the show, this year called "Applause for the Cause." 

San Clemente Military Family Outreach - Meet the Beatles! 
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An ongoing series about the traditions and practices we embrace at Christ Lutheran Church. 

What’s so special about the Lord’s Supper? 
 I still remember the first time I took communion in a Lutheran church. I had never 

been to a liturgical service. I was a little nervous to follow a group of strangers up to a     

communion rail, kneel down and wait for the pastor to put a wafer in my hands. I watched 

everyone else to figure out how to “do it right”. I was self-conscious and scared. But I       

noticed a sense of calm and expectation among the others. It was sort of strange, sort of 

wonderful. The pastor pressed the wafer into my hand, looked me in the eye and said, “This 

is the body of Christ, given for you.” Then another person, not a pastor, brought a glass cup 

of wine. I dipped the wafer in to the wine (a sweet, strange concoction) and they said, “The 

blood of Christ is shed for you.” Something beautiful was happening. This was more than a 

symbolic moment. I had been afraid, but now felt like I belonged. I thought perhaps it was the 

Holy Spirit. Now I understand it to be what Martin Luther called the “real presence of 

Christ” at that table.   
 This understanding of “the real presence of Christ” is one of the main contributions 

Luther brought to Christianity. During Luther’s time, the Roman Catholic Church was  

teaching the bread and wine transform into the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ. Luther 

believed something else: the bread and wine, after the Words of Institution were said over 

them, were set apart to become a means of receiving God’s grace. When we say “On the 

night in which he was betrayed…” and tell the story of the first Lord’s Supper, we believe 

Christ becomes present at our table, not changing the elements, but changing us.  
 We emphasize the words ‘the body of Christ given for you’. The Lord’s Supper is not 

about what we humans do, it is about what God does. God gives us God’s grace, delivered 

through the bread and wine. Each time we take communion, we remember Jesus’ death 

through the story and experience Jesus’ resurrection through His presence at our table and 

in our lives. We are reminded how close Jesus is to us – how near as Bishop Finck said in his 

sermon at my installation on August 24 – as near as our hands, our teeth, our stomachs. We 

acknowledge this is not just happening for us individually; it is happening with and to our   

community. 
 Many of us take this sacrament back to our own tables. We remember Jesus’       

presence at each meal, while having lunch with co-workers, sometimes saying silent prayers 

as we chew food. Some of us feel the week is a little “off” if we do not receive communion 

on Sunday morning. In times of crisis, many of us find real comfort in those sacred moments 

at the table. In some ways, I like to emphasize the “why” of communion, rather than the 

“how”. Jesus promised His disciples He would be with them always, even to the end of the 

age. Our time at the Lord’s Supper is another way for Jesus to be with us in ways we can 

touch and taste. Thanks be to God.  -Pastor Brenda 

Why We Do What We Do 

BEACH CHURCH NEEDS DRIVERS! 
Please inquire with the church office about details. Don’t want to drive? Plenty of  

other opportunities available! Just ask our secretary, Debby (she might give you some 

candy). 
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August 24th- After a special “Kid’s Service” that included some VBS kids singing and then   

dining on some truly delicious tacos, many congregants and visitors attended the installation 

of Christ Lutheran’s seventh pastor, the Reverend Brenda Kay Bos. Heartfelt thanks to all 

who planned, prepared, prayed for and participated in last week's installation service: Judy & 

Norman Franz, Betty Buck, Laura Pephens, Louise and Pat Gilliam, Shay Arnett, Mary 

Monasmith, Kirk Goodfellow, Debby Boka, Russell Crabtree and Kenneth Faro. And how 

wonderful to have Pr. Kim and Katie, Pr. Margaret and Geri and Bishop Finck with us! Also a 

big shout-out to Leigh Ann for finding the taco guys. 

 

Below: Various shots from the Installation celebration and VBS service.  

Pastor Brenda Installed at Christ Lutheran 
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Stewardship - How to do: Altar Care  
There are so many stewardship opportunities at CLC, but sometimes people are reluctant to       

volunteer because they aren’t sure what the jobs entail. This section will be ongoing in an  attempt 

to demystify all the ways you can participate in helping us all worship at Christ Lutheran’s Beach and 

Sanctuary services. First up: Altar care! 

Altar care is so much easier than you may think. Here’s all you have to do: 

BEFORE THE SERVICE 
 Bring Pita Bread 

 Get the following items out of the truck: 

  “holy card table” 

  blue box with wine, juice, cups, etc. 

  clear box containing the cross 

  clear box containing the blue beach paraments. 

 Set up the card table 

 Put big blue cloth on table 

 Put cross and plastic sheet on the blue cloth (hold down with beach rocks) 
 Fill the wooden cups with wine and the pewter cups with juice and cover the cups with the square 

blue cloth with the cross on it 

 Put the pita bread in one of the abalone shells and cover with the small cloth with the shells on it 

 Put the paraments on the pastor’s (the one with the cross) and the musicians’ (music notes) stands. 

AFTER THE SERVICE 
 Put the offering in the blue zippered pouch and give to a council member or the pastor 

 Toss the leftover bread to the seagulls and pour wine and juice in the sand 

 Pack everything up the way you found it (ask for help if you need it- people are happy to help!) 
Hope this will encourage people to try it- it’s not hard at all and plenty of people will be there to 

help you if you need someone to lift or set up the table or anything else! Thanks to all who are of 

service week in and week out- Beach Church doesn’t happen without YOU! 

Flood Update from Pastor Brenda 
 From the ancient writings: In the seventh month of the year, in the second week after Pastor Brenda had come 

into that place, behold a great flood came, with waters rushing from a supply pipe in the private places (now called bath-

rooms) from two score years before. And the teachers of young children did hear the rush of the water and lo, they 

opened the door and great was the wave therein. The waters rose up, covering the land of Debby and the region of 

Leigh Ann. The waters rushed through the Courtyard of Greeting of the temple and in to the Room of Fireside. The 

teachers of children were quick to combat the waters, using great tools of suction and fans to create wind to dry the 

land.  

 And behold, there was an insurance adjuster who made haste and assessed the flood and offered to compensate 

those in the land of Debby and the region of Leigh Ann. They offered compensation for the damage in the Courtyard of 

Greeting and the Room of Fireside. And there was in that place a great crew of workers who immediately began to   

rebuild the temple and its administrative offices. New tile was laid in the private places, new partitions between the    

places of rest in each bathroom, new paint and new carpet was selected and placed with skill. And there was great    

rejoicing, because most of the work was completed before the beginning of the time of instruction for the very young 

and the ancient private places (now called bathrooms) were improved and made beautiful once more.   

 Modern translation: A supply line in the boy’s bathroom broke early one morning in late July. The preschool 

staff acted quickly to vacuum up the water, which came in to our secretarial offices, the preschool director’s office, the 

Fireside Room and the narthex. After a lengthy dry-out period, our insurance adjuster determined the tile in both bath-

rooms needed to be removed, as well as a foot or two of drywall in all affected areas. We have been able to retile the 

bathrooms and will be painting and re-carpeting our administrative areas and the Fireside Room. The renovations are 

beautiful. We give thanks for Leigh Ann Downie’s very skilled handling of all physical plant needs during this difficult time , 

as well as Debby’s patience (Ed.’s note: nonexistent) during all the construction.  The contractors and Hanover Insurance 

representatives have moved quickly to get work done before the children return to school the day after Labor Day.  
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The summer has flown by 
and we are so excited to 
be starting the new 
school year!  Within the 
next couple of weeks, 
many new faces will be 
joining us and we are 
looking forward to seeing 
those faces who have 
been gone for the sum-
mer.  This time of year is 
so exciting as we look  
forward to the year ahead 
– yet for many of you as 
parents, and for many of 
our children this time is a 
bit scary and overwhelm-
ing.  Every child adjusts to 
school differently.  Some 
come bounding through 
the door the very first 
day, barely wave to Mom 
and Dad as they leave, 
and never look back.  
Others come in glued to a 
parent’s leg, crying from 
the minute they realized it 
was a school day, and we 
have to pry them off you 
to start the day.  Then 
t h e r e  a r e  t h e 
“honeymooners” – these 
are the children that do 
wonderfully the first few 
weeks and parents think 
they have made it through 
with no problems, then all 

of a sudden it hits.    
These are simply the 
most common forms of 
separation anxiety – but 
all children settle in in 
their own way.  Our job 
is to constantly reassure 
them.  Know that sepa-
ration anxiety can last 
for weeks, and some  
children go through  sep-
aration phases their 
whole childhood.  They 
will be OK, especially if 
we are OK.  Encourage 
them, be positive, be on 
time, and ask lots of 
questions.     Being  in-
volved in their school 
reassures them that this 

is a good place to be! 
 
A few helpful hints:   
 
1. Remember to ask      

specific questions.  If 
you simply ask what 
they did at school, 
they will tell you 
“played”.  Instead ask 
what art project they 
did or what story the 
teacher read.  For 
older children, ask 
what if they talked 
about the calendar – 
do they r remember 
the day, month, and 
year?  Was there a 
pattern for the calen-

dar numbers and do 
they  remember what 
the pattern was?  Did 
they cut out their 
own art and write 

their own name?   
2. Check in with your 

child’s teacher  fre-
quently. This will help 
you keep up with 
what’s happening at 
school as well as 
form a relationship 

with your teacher.   
3. Please read all of the    

materials we send 
home!  We would 
hate for you to miss 
out on fun things by 
not being informed.  
Nothing is worse 
than showing up at 
school and having 
your child realize 
they are not pre-

pared for the day!   
4. Make sure your child 

has a nutritious 
breakfast each morn-
ing and if they are 
staying for lunch – 
please pack “healthy 
growing” foods.  We 
ask that no candy 
come to school and 
the children prefer 
fresh items in their 
lunch box!  Last but 

not least:  
Continued on next page 

From the director... 

Page 8 

La Cristianita Preschool 

La Cristianita Preschool 
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Dates To Remember… 

 

 

September 15—PAC Meeting @ 6pm.  Happy 

 Hour and Child Care will be  
 provided 
October 7 & 8—School Pictures 
October 23—Fall Carnival 6:30—8:00pm 
October 30 & 31—Halloween Costume    

 Parade @ 11:30am 
 

From the director, Cont… 

 
5) Please  be prompt with your            

child’s  attendance!  Preschool 

sessions start at 9:00 and ends at 

12:00  (12:30 if your child stays for 

lunch!)  Missing school causes your 

child to miss out on valuable 

learning!  We understand family 

vacations, emergencies, and 

definitely want you to keep them 

home if they are sick!  But please 

be sure when they are in school 

that you have them here on time – 

and always be on time picking them 

up!!  The children start to worry 

when they are the last one here! 

 
School is such a wonderful experience 

for all of us!  We welcome you and 

thank you for sharing your families with 

us!  Always remember that we have an 

open door policy and welcome your 

comments, questions, or concerns!  

We look forward to getting to know 

you all! 

 

With many blessings, 
 

Leigh Ann Downie          
Director 

 

Chapel Time… 

Chapel is at  11:15am in the 

sanctuary.   

Please feel free to join us on: 

 September 10 

 September 16 

In Our Classroom... 

As the school year begins, it is time to 

get to know each other.  We will be 

taking tours of our school, talking 

about ourselves and our families, and 

getting to know our teachers and new 

friends.  Many of our classes will begin 

to learn about the fall season.  We will 

be watching for colors in our world to 

begin changing, doing lots of neat pro-

jects and    experiments with apples, 

and feeling as the weather starts to 

cool off and the sun goes down earlier.  

Please check our classroom doors for 

individual class curriculum and feel free 

to ask your teacher if you have any  

questions about our daily happenings. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+religious+kids+clip+art&view=detail&id=D9C53D71D7DC8B42871A37D16AAB3089EF304AA1&first=30&FORM=IDFRIR
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 
  Leigh Ann Downie (Preschool Director) 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ        

Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

…Christ Lutheran Church, our congregation and 

the calling of a Pastor;  

…The staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool; 

…Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and the ELCA, Bishop                            

 Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod;  

…Those battling health issues for strength and 

healing;                                                                                                                               

…Those serving in the military and their families.                           

“Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,     

trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.”   

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Lost your calendar? Forgot where to park for 

beach church? Need to contact us? Well now 

you can stay connected with CLC 24 / 7 

through our website and Facebook pages.   

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
BIBLE STUDY EVERY TUESDAY AT  

10 A.M. 
Join us in the Fireside Room for our Bible 

Study with Pastor Brenda. See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brad and Kathie Smith are there too! 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Bible Study in the OC 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please join the women of Our    

Savior’s Lutheran Church for a fun 

day of Bible study and fellowship 

with ladies from all over Southern 

California. This year’s guest will be 

Carol Schersten LaHurd, author of 

this year’s WELCA Bible study in 

Gather magazine “Transforming 

Life and Faith”. You can contact 

Kelly Frohner at 361-2331 or a 

registration form is available at 

www.oursaviorsonline.net/files/

events/oslcbiblestudy20140927.pdf 
$30 per person- must register by 

Monday, 9/15/14. Join us! 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org

