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Good to Great is a book written by 
Jim Collins to inspire non-profits and 
other organizations to work at their 
full potential. Believe it or not, it’s 
one of the books I read in seminary.  
In the past few years, church ex-
perts have begun to think about 
successful churches as effective 
non-profits. Some people are un-
comfortable this idea, others see it 
as a smart and effective way to find 
a church’s place in a community. 

Collins encourages every organiza-
tion to ask itself this important ques-
tion: what is it we can be the best in 
the world at doing? That sounds like 
such a lofty question, especially for 
small organizations with limited re-
sources, such as Christ Lutheran 
Church. But what can this church 
do that no other church in the 
world can do? What specific call 
does this organization have? What 
are we uniquely poised to do well?  
Once you figure out that specific 
call, becoming the best at it is not 
that difficult, because your church 
is probably the only church in the 
area, maybe in the world, with this 
specific call. I suppose it’s a play on 
that old adage, “Be the best you 
you can be.” 

Now once we have figured out 
what we can do better than any-
one else in the world, we need to 
figure out what we are passionate 
about. This is important. We might 
be fantastic at folding our used bul-
letins into water cups, but if no one 
in the congregation is passionate 
about that, our water cup ministry 
will never take off. We need the as-
set of our people’s passion. What 
energizes us? When do we get ex-
cited about our ministries? Some of 
the answers may surprise us. We 
may not realize how much we care 
about praying on the beach, or 
collecting school supplies for FAM. 
But once we see where we are pas-
sionate, and what our unique call 
can be, now we’re really on to  

 

something. 

And finally, we need to see where 
our resource engine drives us. 
Again, this is the energy of our peo-
ple and their willingness to serve. It is 
also the places where money flows, 
where time frees up, where there 
seems to be enough resources to 
get things done. This does not 
mean we need to have an abun-
dance of resources piled up some-
where. We just have to have 
enough resources to keep a ministry 
sustained. I marvel at the consisten-
cy of  our monthly Shepherd’s Fund 
offering. We know what our level of 
giving is for our homeless ministries 
and can plan accordingly. We 
know what our limits are. We also 
know what our possibilities are. 

Which leads me to why I’ve written 
this article. On August 14, a group 
of dreamers and planners will get 
together to consider starting a sec-
ond homeless feeding program. It 
might be a very informal set up, it 
might look a lot like the feeding in 
which we already participate. We 
might add a very small worship ser-
vice to the experience. We might 
decide we don’t have the re-
sources to pull this off. We will meas-
ure our passion and see if this is a 
specific call for our congregation. 
The “sweet spot” in any ministry is 
finding the thing which we are pas-
sionate about, figure out if we have 
the resources to drive it forward, 
and then have the joy and wonder 
of discovering we can be the most 
effective people doing this work in 
the world. Please pray about this 
possibility. And if you’ve got some 
passion around this idea, join us at 
9:15 at Kaylani Coffee on August 
14. May God bless our visions.  

August Calendar 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 

10 AM & 6 PM  
   

August 1-5 

Vacation Bible Study 

9:00-12:00 AM 

 
1st & 3rd Monday 

Stories of the Storm 

6 PM 

 
August 7 

Welcome Pastor  

Dave Kupka 
 

August 15 & 16 

LCP School Year Begins 
 

August 16 

WELCA Bible Study 

1PM 

Donna Running’s House 
 

August 21 
New Members 

Sunday 

 
August 23 

Book Club 

6 PM 
 

August 24 

CLC Council Meeting 

5:30 PM 

 

Summer Kayaking 

Dana Point Harbor 

5:15 PM (every Monday 

this summer!) 

 

Sunday Worship 
Beach: 8:00AM 

Sanctuary:10:30 AM 

Almighty God by the power of your Holy Spirit open our eyes, ears, hearts, and very lives 

to your presence so that today we may worship and serve you in faithfulness and be a 

blessing and healing reminders of your love to all whose lives we touch. Amen. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Pastor’s Message 

-Pastor Brenda 
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Council Corner                                                            by Shay Arnett 
       

 
 

Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Jane Porphir, Secretary; Laura 
Pephens, Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Donna Vidrine; Pastor Brenda Bos 

 
 
 
 
Woo hoo! It’s time for Council Corner! Such a fabulous month, July: fire-
works, office chair races (if you were in San Clemente) and celebrating 
our nation’s independence. I had a wonderful time, I hope you did as 
well. Council was exciting this month!!! You missed the elephant rides, bal-
loon animal contest and deep fried oreos. Of course, I could be confusing 
it with the OC Fair, but you’ll never know. 
 
In June, we discussed a summer family movie night with Palisades United 
Methodist Church. Unfortunately, due to some unforeseen circumstances 
with Palisades they are unable to participate. So we decided to postpone 
it until November. How fun to be able to combine it with a food drive in 
honor of Thanksgiving, not to mention after the time change. We are 
thinking bbq hotdogs, popcorn and an outdoor movie.  
 
South San Clemente homeless ministry. Has a nice ring to it doesn’t it? 
Well...you didn’t actually miss anything, it hasn’t been formed yet. But it 
might be. We might even form a committee. Not a boring committee, but 
one where people actually make things happen. What do you think?  
Could we branch out? Shall we have another outdoor service in the State 
Parks? I am really interested in your thoughts. Really! Email me!  
 
Pastor Brenda has been with CLC for two years.  And it is council’s task to 
evaluate her. I must say, it was quite easy. Her evaluation covered atti-
tude, accessibility, competence, integrity/trust, pastoral role, administra-
tive ministries, perception, vision, public ministries, theology, partnership 
and pastoral care ministries. While there were a few minor things that 
need attention, the evaluation was overwhelmingly positive. We are so 
blessed that she accepted our call. (For the record, I wanted to say that 
we were going to call a new pastor, but I’m the only one that found that 
funny). However, we did realize that it might be time to get something 
more detailed from the congregation about how you feel things are go-
ing. We’ll work up an evaluation for you to fill out in the coming months. 
 
Our next council meeting is August 24, 2016 at 5:30 pm in the Fireside 
Room. We encourage any and all who want to come.  I might bring root-
beer floats!  God bless. 
 
Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Jane Porphir, Sec-
retary; Laura Pephens, Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Donna Vidrine; Pastor Bren-
da Bos 
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CLC Book Club 

TREASURE IN CLAY JARS?  WE ARE NEW  
CREATIONS, RECONCILERS & AGENTS OF 
FORGIVENESS & GRACE!   
 
Join us at Donna Running’s home for our 

Bible study and fellowship on Tuesday, August 16 
at 1:00 PM to learn with us.  We are grateful that 
we can live with each other and do your work to 
make a more peaceful, compassionate place 
for all.  More details?  Contact Betty Buck at 
edbmeb@cox.net. 

What in the world of WELCA? 

August 16, we’ll be talking about “The 
Sunday Philosophy Club”, the first in 
the Isabel Dalhousie detective series 
set in Edinburgh by Alexander McCall Smith of “The 
No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency” fame.  
 
During a trip to the theatre Ms. Dalhousie, a wealthy 
singleton and editor of the Review of Applied Ethics, 
witnesses a young man fall to his death, an accident 
the police are quick to deem a suicide. However, Isa-
bel believes the look on the man’s face as he fell says 
otherwise, feeling morally bound to solving the case 
she begins to investigate further…. 
 
The  potluck Book Club meetings 

start at 6 p.m. in the Fireside Room at church.  Read 
on and bring a friend! 
 
Did you fall in love Edinburgh’s top amateur sleuth? 
continue the series! 
The Isabel Dalhousie Detective Series book #2: 
“Friends, Lovers, Chocolate” 
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LRCC: Connections Program  

Prayer at Homeless Lunch 

Enjoying good food and good friends at homeless lunch 

Homeless  Lunch at Bonita Canyon Park 

Events like the homeless lunch 

give people an opportunity to 

reconnect with others while 

providing a nutritious meal to 

ease, if just for a moment, the 

strain of financial insecurity. 

Thank you to all the volunteers 

and donors that helped make 

this event such a success. You 

helped reaffirm our community’s 

unconditional love for all who 

share in the human experience.   

Homelessness is a unspoken epi-

demic in Orange County & most—

56.7% - have only been without 

permanent housing for less than a 

year. With housing & rental costs 

more than double the national av-

erage, many Orange County resi-

dents find themselves in dire condi-

tions quicker than they think when 

financial disaster occurs.  

A special thanks to this group of amazing young people from Ressurec-

tion Lutheran in Tucson AZ. who decided to spend their summer giving 

back instead of kicking back. After a short visit with us, they headed off 

to San Diego to the Agape House at SDSU to help plant a garden to  

provide food for students; 

then to St. Andrews in La 

Mesa to make a green 

space for the community. 

Finally they ended their 

trip in Mexico where they 

dropped off water with 

the Border Angels.  
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Vacation Bible Study “Finding Our  Roots in God’s World!” 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH & 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 

35522 CAMINO CAPISTRANO 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

CLC Contact Information: 

secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com  

949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy             

Preschool Director 

 
leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com 

 
949. 496. 1405 

 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 
WE’RE ONLINE! 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
christlutheransc 
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

 
 

 LITTLE FREE LIBRARY 
 
Christ Lutheran Church 
would like to offer a Little 
Free Library to the com-
munity of Camino Ca-
pistrano! These little librar-
ies are popping up all 
over town offering free 
books to adults and chil-
dren to take as they walk 

by, but we need a builder for our 
"bookstore"… does this project spark 
your interest? Let Pastor Brenda or Shay 
Arnett know! 
 
 

STORIES OF THE STORM 

Beginning this month our 
Stories of the Storm group 
will be meeting the first 
and third Mondays of 
each month at 6pm in 

the Fireside room.  

Come connect with others and share 
your story. In each of our lives there is 
the calm and then there can be that 
storm that can uproot homes, floods 
our foundations and leave us wonder-
ing where God is as we 
suffer? We will also be 
reading from the book 
“When God Winks” by 
SQuire Rushnell and 
sharing those moments 
when we have experi-
enced a wink from our 
higher power. We 
would love for you to 
join us! 

Christ Lutheran Church 

SUMMER KAYAKING! 

 
CLC Mon da y 
night fellowship on 
the water! We 
meet at the Dana 
Point Jet Ski & Kay-
ak Center, 34671 
Puer to  P lac e 
(north end of the 
harbor, closest to 
Doheny), around 
5:15 p.m. and are 
in the water and 
ready to go by 5:30, making one cir-
cuit of the harbor and back by 6:30 
p.m. Often, the group will go to the 
Wind & Sea for happy hour after-
wards.  Kayaks rent for $15 (single) or 
$20 (double).  No need sign up 
a h e a d ;  j u s t  s h o w 
up!  Questions?  Call or email Judy or 
Norman Franz at 493-3826 or ju-
nofranz@aol.com. 

mailto:secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com
http://www.clcsanclemente.org
mailto:junofranz@aol.com
mailto:junofranz@aol.com

