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Christ Lutheran Church 

35522 Camino Capistrano 

San Clemente, CA 92672 

(949) 496-2621 ph. (949) 496-2645 fax 

  

La Cristianita Preschool 

(949) 496-1405 

 

WE’RE ONLINE! 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-

elca-san-clemente 

Instagram: christlutheransc 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS-CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL 

GERRY LOUGHMAN 

Gerry grew up in Ireland and got his engineering degree from Trinity College, Dublin and 

worked in the electricity industry for 35 years. He and Bridget met while both working in Af-

rica and they've been married for over 30 years. They have lived in San Clemente since 

2012 and have three children – Brian, (RIP-2010), Conor and Anne. Since retirement, Gerry 

has pursued his interests in sports (golf, bridge, hiking & biking) reading, travel, adventure 

and community service. He and Bridget love the trails in San Clemente and walk the 

Beach Trail a few times every week.  

 

CARI PERRIZO 

Cari Perrizo has been a member of Christ Lutheran since 2018. She attends most Sundays 

with everyone's favorite two-year-old toe head church member, Colbie. Cari works in cor-

porate marketing and enjoys spending time with family and being outdoors in her spare 

time. She's looking forward to supporting Christ Lutheran in this new role, specifically ex-

ploring opportunities to connect with La Cristianita families.  

 

JOE POHLOT 

Joe Pohlot was Born in the Bronx NY. And Moved to CA in 1985 after living in St Louis, Tope-

ka, Kansas and Dallas, Texas. He Worked as a general manager and chief financial officer 

for several food distribution companies. Now retired, he spends his days volunteering for a 

mentoring program for business start- ups. Joe has been married 45 years to wife Nancy 

with two grown children and 4 3/4 grandchildren. He is a proud Member of Christ Luther-

an Church for 20 years and has previously served as a council member.  
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Agenda 

  

Call to order, establish quorum   Ken Gilliland     

Opening Prayer       

President’s Report & Introductions  Ken Gilliland 

La Cristianita Preschool Report   Leigh Ann Downie-Economy Page 1 

Pastor’s Report     Pastor Brenda Bos   Page 2–3 

Small Groups Reports    Various    Page 4-5 

Treasurer’s Report      Laura Pephens   Page 7 

Acceptance of 2018 Financials  Congregation      

Introduction to Conversation   Pastor Brenda 

Congregational Conversation   Small table discussion 

 Who are we? Where is God leading us? How will we get there? 

Approval of 2019 Budget   Laura Pephens    

Election of Officers    Ken Gilliland    Page 11 

 Gerry Loughman 

 Cari Perrizo 

 Joe Pohlot 

Closing Prayer and Adjournment  Pastor Brenda 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Congregational Meeting  

January 27, 2019 
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LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT 

2018 brought another great year to La Cristiantia Preschool!  While several preschools in 

our community suffered great turmoil, staffing changes, and one even closing its doors – 

we were blessed to have another year with full enrollment, consistent staffing, and amaz-

ing children and families to serve.  The start of the 2018-19 school year brought great 

news to our preschool staff family with the announcements from Miss Abby and Miss Ve-

ronica that their families will be growing.  We will welcome Mia Romero to Miss Abby’s 

family and Hector and Ivan Gutierrez to Miss Veronica’s family in early March.  It is always 

fun to watch our staff kids grow and develop with us throughout the years! 

 

Teaching for us this year are Abby Campos, Luisana Gomez, Helen Smith, Chris Ontiveros, 

Kayli Berutich, Becky Johnshoy-Rasor, Lisa Banks, Veronica Barajas, Randi Rosales, Shan-

non Phillips, Brianna Knodel and Jenna Powers.  We have also been truly blessed with 

volunteers: Thank you to all of the parents who participated with the PAC Committee.  

PAC raised over $4000 at our trike-a-thon, approximately $10,000 at the fall carnival, and 

approximately $1800 at our Family First dinners around the community.  They provided 

our staff with beautiful breakfast and luncheons through out the year, the room parents 

were a big help to all of our teachers, and this group has really offered our school so 

many amazing opportunities! What a HUGE success this committee has become! And to 

Laura Pephens for the giving of time and talents as our book keeper.  We also thank Pas-

tor Brenda and the CLC Council for their endless support of everything we do. 

 

We are excited to be into the realization of our solar project as 2019 begins.  The new LED 

lighting has been installed, energy efficient windows are on order, the new roof on the 

lower building is expected within the month of January and then our solar panels will fol-

low.  A great way to start a new year with energy saving and cost effective upgrades! 

 

As we enter 2019, we ask God’s continued blessing on our school, staff and their families. 

Our family of faith is working together to continue God’s work and hope to share many 

of His blessings throughout our community.  Thank you for sharing God’s grace with us.  

 

Peace and love, 

Leigh Ann Downie-Economy  
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PASTOR’S REPORT 

Grace to you and peace from our Sustainer, Redeemer and Creator and may we all live 

to follow Jesus! 

It is a joy to present this report of the ministries of Christ Lutheran Church: 

Homeless Ministries 

2018 was a time of transition, of beginnings and endings. The year began with our church 

wondering how to serve our neighbors experiencing homelessness after our Sunday lunch-

es were cancelled. I spent many hours a week in the Spring working with the Dana Point 

Interfaith Council to create the Saturday Engagement Center to provide homeless ser-

vices. Several members and friends of our congregation served at this drop-in center for 

the few weeks it was in action. Conflict among the service providers caused us to pause 

the center, reassess the needs of the community and stop the program. This was painful 

for me and for those involved. 

In June we discovered the joy of bonfires at the beach and enjoyed eating, singing and 

chatting with congregants and local residents of North Beach. We will start these bonfires 

back up in the Spring. 

I am now participating in the United to End Homelessness Campaign of Orange County, 

spearheaded by United Way and several civic groups and leaders. Faith communities are 

a vital component to end homelessness, as we can invoke the moral imperative to care 

for the poor. We can communicate with large groups of people about the causes and hu-

man stories of the homeless. We will be mobilizing our congregation to attend city council 

meetings to advocate for homeless services as needed. We will also continue to speak up 

for effective services for those in need.  

We are also in discussions with San Clemente Faith Leaders to create a storage facility for 

clients who are homeless. We may need volunteers and financial support of this program. 

We are currently building a coalition with local churches and pastors.  

Understanding we have a unique opportunity to serve people who are homeless during 

our worship at North Beach, we have a small team of parishioners organizing clothing and 

food to be distributed on Sunday mornings. We will call for supplies and help as needed. 

Laundry Love continues to be a vital and viable ministry. A report is included elsewhere in 

this booklet. 

Senior Ministries 

Dr. Jane Mahakian is our partner in monthly Memory Care Classes. Our first meeting in No-

vember hosted 42 people and we anticipate our attendance growing. Our budget re-

flects a line item for Dr. Jane and the anticipated donations which we will receive from at-

tendees. Dr. Jane would also like to equip us to visit homebound seniors and help assess 

the needs of those who are deteriorating. She is also asking for social/board game/

activities which we are happy to host. Currently the food for these meetings has been do-

nated. A small team of volunteers has been coordinating these events with great success 

and we are looking for more volunteers to help this growing ministry! 
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Wellness and Prevention Center 

Susan Parmelee and the mental health program of San Clemente High School will begin 

offering individual, couple and family counseling at our facility in February with therapists 

and interns. We will also offer parent support classes, caregiver support groups and di-

vorce or single parenting support groups. We expect re-opening our Emotional Support 

Group as well. These services will be provided at a very low-cost and the church’s only re-

sponsibility is offering rooms and inviting our community to participate. 
Bible Studies 

Our two Bible Studies continue to thrive and are always happy to welcome drop-ins and 

new participants. WELCA experimented with a new format of creativity and conversation 

but has struggled to maintain good attendance.  

Building improvements 

The congregation voted to install solar panels, energy-efficient lighting, doors and other 

upgrades to our preschool buildings. Work has already begun! 

Yoga and Acupuncture 

Our service providers for both yoga and acupuncture have needed to stop their services 

at our facility. We are grateful for their time with us, and we continue to assess the need 

and interest of providing these services in the new year. 

User groups 

Christ Lutheran is used by between four and six twelve-step groups throughout the week. 

Shorecliffs Association holds their monthly board meetings in our Fireside Room. Alternative 

Medical Solutions holds monthly meetings in our sanctuary.  These groups provide a dona-

tion in gratitude for our space. 

Partnerships with Other Churches and Organizations 

Christ Lutheran partnered with St. Clements by the Sea Episcopal Church for Laundry Love, 

Easter Vigil and Good Friday services. 

We partnered with Palisades United Methodist Church for Lenten film series. We partnered 

with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints for their annual Christmas concert. We 

are in talks with Our Lady of Fatima, Heritage Fellowship and Cornerstone Community 

Church, San Clemente Presbyterian and St. Andrew’s United Methodist and the San 

Clemente stake of the LDS as possible partners for the homeless storage facility. 

We partnered with San Clemente Military Family Outreach for Mary’s Feast and their an-

nual gala, as well as service projects throughout the year. We partnered with FAM for their 

Hunger Walk, Adopt-a-Family Christmas and Thanksgiving campaigns, food drives and vol-

unteer opportunities. We partnered with I-HOPE, Mercy House, FAM, St. Edwards, South 

Shores, Gloria Dei Lutheran and Capo Beach Church for the Saturday Engagement Cen-

ter.  Pastor Brenda continued to serve as the dean of the Saddleback Conference of our 

synod and is the co-chair of the Synod Assembly planning team. She served as a adjudi-

cator of our Synod Hunger Grant applications and hopes to resurrect the Synod Hunger 

Team in the coming year.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT TO CONGREGATION – JANUARY 26, 2019 

Christ Lutheran Church’s finances are the strongest we have seen in several years for the 

year ending December 31, 2018.  At the beginning of the 2018 year the Church had 

$112,410 in cash reserves available for expenses.  At the end of the year this balance 

was $124,120, a 10.4% increase. 

The attached financial statements indicate that we had income of $19,055 where we 

had budgeted a deficit of $23,389.  This is over performance by approximately $42.000.  

This is due to the fact that we collected $34,000 in regular offerings greater than we had 

budgeted. 

La Cristianita Preschool continues to support the Church in the following ways:  It pays 

100% of the Janitor, Landscaping, garbage and sewer, Janitor supplies, gardener, water, 

trash and almost all facility maintenance, 75% of the gas and electric bills and 50% of the 

secretarial costs, storm drain and Phone/Internet. 

Christ Lutheran supported various ministries during the year, as follows: 

 Pacifica Synod and the ELCA $18,405 

 Homeless Outreach  $481 

Family Assistance Ministries $550 
 

Comparative Balance Sheets as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Included on the following two pages are Comparative Income Statements for 2017, 2018 

and the proposed budget for 2019. 

The Budget for 2019 includes an increase in the Pastor’s salary and benefits of 3%, an in-

crease of 2% for our musical staff -   and overall increases to our operations. 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH SMALL GROUPS REPORTS 

 
Laundry Love 

CLIENT STATISTICS JAN 1, 2018-DECEMBER 31, 2018 

Number of different people/families that came to Laundry Love in 2018:  168 

Current active clients  approximately 50 

Number of laundry load equivalents washed and dried: over 2900 

  

FINANCIAL STATISTICS JAN 1, 2018 – DECEMBER 31, 2018 

Opening Balance 1/1/18 $921.53 

Total Funds Collected during 2018: $9023.00 (includes donations and fundraisers) 

Total Money Used to Purchase Quarters: $4150.00 

Ending Balance 12/21/18: $5794.53 

 

FINANCIAL PARTNERS: 

Goody’s Tavern $1340 

San Clemente Outlet Mall Extravaganza $2790 

St. Clement’s by the Sea $2759 

Christ Lutheran  $2134 

 
Family Assistance Ministries 

Christ Lutheran continued strongly in partnership with FAM in 2018, as part of our outreach 

to the homeless and families in need in our community.  One of our church members is a 

FAM employee (thank you, Kate Mason!) and others volunteer (we miss Cathy & Keith 

Baumgarn who moved back to Indiana this year), and we served many FAM families at 

Laundry Love throughout 2018 and adopted many families at Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas.   Our biggest churchwide show of support for FAM comes each year through the 

Hunger Walk in downtown San Clemente and this year we outdid ourselves.  Not only was 

our church a Silver Sponsor of the event (which meant giving $500 from the church), we 

raised well more than $3,000 to help our neighbors in need, thanks to your generous giving 

and the efforts of our 11 walkers (and one pup!), with Marc Portillo being our biggest fund-

raiser and cheerleader!  God bless you all for supporting FAM in 2018  

 
Flying Solo—Social Connection Group 

Submitted by,  Lois Faist 

 Flying Solo has continued to meet about once a month as a group to have a meal and 

chat. We all are living alone or feel like we are living alone. Our activities have included 

going to the movies, performances, to happy hour or for a walk or coffee. There have 

been lots of hugs at Passing of the Peace. People come and go in the group. All are wel-

come anytime. Contact Lois Faist. 
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 San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO) 

Submitted by, Judy Franz 

Supporting the military at Camp Pendleton has been a mission of Christ Lutheran for a 

long time and in the last few years our partnership with SCMFO has enabled our church to 

help thousands of families on base.  Our members gave generously of their time and mon-

ey last year to celebrate expectant military moms and dads at an annual baby shower in 

January, honor mothers and children at an annual tea in May and provide turkeys and all 

the Thanksgiving dinner fixings to 1,000 families in November.  Everything SCMFO does—

including monthly gift card giveaways and other morale events--is geared to enlisted 

families who are at the low end of the military pay scale.  SCMFO helped 170 families in 

2018 with emergency requests for food and gas, diapers and other baby needs, food, car 

repairs, car tire replacement, air conditioning units (for families whose kids have asthma), 

dental and medical assistance and more.  Judy Franz, who is currently SCMFO Board vice 

president, was especially grateful to our many members who attended the 2018 Salute to 

Military Stars fundraiser and bid generously on silent and live auction items, and to all who 

donated auction items.  A special thank you to Dellita Kobold who raised funds last year 

for a child care reimbursement program to help SCMFO give a couple hours of much 

needed “me time” to military wives whose husbands are deployed.  SCMFO is a 501c3 

nonprofit supported by many churches and caring individuals in San Clemente and sur-

rounding communities. 

 

Book Club Fellowship 

Submitted by, Judy Franz 

The Christ Lutheran Book Club enjoyed an eclectic mix of “good reads” in 2018, including 

“Paris by the Book” by Liam Callanan,”Eternal on the Water” by Joseph Menninger, “The 

Killers of the Flower Moon” by David Grann, “Honolulu” by Alan Brennert, “Emma in the 

Night” by Wendy Walker, and “Happiness is a Choice You Make” (nonfiction) by John Le-

land.  In December, as one of the church’s Advent activities, we had a round-the-table 

read of “Politically Correct Holiday Stories” with a dessert potluck.  In the summer, we 

were fortunate to join with Dellita Kobold’s book group in Dana Point to reconnect with 

author Lindy Keane Carter and discuss her second novel “Annaliese Sound and True”.  As 

we enjoyed lively discussions, good dinners, and welcomed new members throughout the 

year, we felt blessed to be a fellowship of readers and book lovers in this time and place.   
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APPROVAL OF LAST YEAR’S MINUTES 

Minutes  

Christ Lutheran Church  

Annual Congressional Meeting  

January 28, 2018 

 

Meeting called to order: 9:30 a.m. 

Established Quorum of Voting Members 

     ** total in attendance plus one associate member and Leigh Ann       

     Downie-Economy.  Needed 20 for a Quorum. 

 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Brenda  

 

Pastor’s Report. Pastor Brenda  

     This year we have worked on Partnerships. We have established  

     partnerships with many local churches. This enables us to participate  

     in Laundry Love, homeless lunches, special worship services, service  

     projects and educational events. Our partnerships with Family  

     Assistance Ministries we did Hunger Walk, Adopt-A-Family, and 

     a variety of volunteer opportunities, and food collection.  We have 

     moved from a model of scarcity into one of generosity.  We are 

     working to achieve financial freedom. We have began legacy gift 

     planning. We will continue to serve God’s people, work to be better  

     neighbors and deepen our faith together. 

 

Showed the video “2017 Year in Review” 

 

2017 Annual Reports 

 

     Church Council, Shay Arnett * See Report attached 

     Preschool Director, Leigh Ann Downie-Economy * See Report 

     attached 

     CLC Small Groups * See Report attached 

 

Approve Minutes of the 2017 Annual Congressional Meeting: 

Moved:  Judy:  second:  Bridget - Approved  

 

Election of new Council Member - Cheryl Hopper  

Moved:  Lynn: second:  Laura - Approved Unanimously  

 

Council-recommended 2018 Church Budget 

Moved:  Laura: second: Judy - Approved  

 

Introduction of our ELCA Legacy Planning Team 

     Greg Shepherd and Lisa Higginbotham 

 

Closing Prayer and Adjournment at 10:15 a.m.:  Pastor Brenda 

 

 


