
from home; they had to wel-
come their newborn alone. 
Their first days were spent in 
a stable, so not only were 
they getting used to this little 
one, they were doing it in an 
outdoor facility. All travel 
plans were dictated by the 
baby. Where could they go, 
what could they do? The 
same is true of modern par-
ents. Any trip, whether to the 
grocery store or on an air-
plane, is completely shaped 
by the  amount of “stuff” ba-
by needs, when they need a 
nap, where Mama will go to 
feed the baby, how to carry 
the child and groceries, etc. 
Having a baby changes how 
you live. Caregivers must 
ALWAYS be thinking about 
the baby.  
The Christmas story reminds 
us God came to us as a baby. 
A baby who needed all our 
attention, dictated our sched-
ules, determined what we 

can do and when we can do 
it. We can lose track of our 
lives as we focus on the ba-
by.  
As Christians, most of us fo-
cus on adult Jesus, mature 
and kind. He takes care of 
us; we don’t take care of 
Him. If we spend time think-
ing about baby Jesus, He’s 
pristine, glowing a little bit 
(think of those Christmas 
cards we love!), either sleep-
ing in His mother’s arms or 
smiling sweetly at a visitor. 
We forget Mary’s arms 
would grow weary from 
holding a baby all the time. 
There would be nights when 
both she and Joseph would 
groan in their sleep as they 
heard Jesus begin to wail. 
They rush to eat their food 
so they can get back to feed-
ing Him. Having a baby 
changes how you live.  
What if our lives were once 
again structured around the 

Many of us have given 
birth, the rest of us have 
probably been around a 
newborn. When the baby 
comes, time stands still. All 
schedules are thrown into 
complete disarray. When the 
baby is hungry, people rush 
to feed her. When she needs 
a diaper change, no one 
rests until that task is com-
pleted. When the baby 
sleeps, most of her caregiv-
ers stop everything to get a 
few winks themselves. I 
have visited newborns in 
their first few days, and usu-
ally someone in the house 
will say, “What day is it an-
yway?” We lose track of 
time as we care for this new 
baby. 
I was thinking about that 
“baby time” as I sat down to 
write this article. When Je-
sus came, Mary and Jo-
seph’s life was turned up-
side down. They were away 
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baby? What if we gave 
more time, more thought 
to Jesus? I’m not advocat-
ing for sleeping in two 
hour stints or leaving the 
house in pajamas to get to 
the drugstore. I’m inviting 
you to meditate on this 
idea, that our schedules are 
changed because of Jesus. 
Our priorities are changed 

because of Jesus. I believe 
God calls us to be trans-
formed because this baby 
arrived. The baby Jesus 
should interrupt how we 
were living.  
God came to earth as Jesus 
the baby. So what? How 
might we live differently 
because of this? How can 
our lives be altered forever 

because of this birth? 
Great joy and great hope 
come with newborns. 
Great responsibility does 
too. In the midst of the 
holiday madness, take 
moment. Remember 
there’s a baby in the 
house! 

-Pastor Brenda Bos 

A Rite to Remember                 

Pastor’s Message Continued..                 

Thank you to all who 
shared in the Baptism of 
Cheryl Hopper on Octo-
ber 30th. Cheryl chose the 
entire Christ Lutheran 
Church to be her sponsors 
as she felt such a warm 
welcome from everyone 
that she simply could not 
choose!  As her sponsors 
we  are to assist her  on 

her path to living in the 
faith. We are so honored 
to have been given such a 
responsibility! We hope to 
be here for her always. 
Thank you Cheryl for 
your amazing gift to this 
congregation and thank 
you everyone for being up 
to the task. 



 

Shay Arnett, President; Kirk Goodfellow, Vice President; Laura Pephens, 
Treasurer; Ken Gilliland; Lynn McKenrick; Pastor Brenda Bos 

Council Corner                 
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Welcome to Council Cor-
ner! November is a time 
for giving thanks...and for 
eating: turkey, mashed po-
tatoes, stuffing and pie! 
What am I thankful for 
you ask? My family, my 
friends, and my church are 
the things that keep me go-
ing. I am so thankful for 
all of you! 

 

We were quite busy in No-
vember, aside from eating 
we discussed church ad-
vertising for 2017. What 
should we do?  Should we 
continue our newspaper 
ads or should we try some-
thing new.  After some dis-
cussion about the effec-
tiveness of newspaper ads, 
the council has decided to 
try something new (gasp!).  
Cartvertising. Yes, I may 
have made that word up, 
but we are still going to do 
it.  We will place an ad, 
along with LCP, on gro-
cery store carts. I’ll let you 
know when to look for 
them. 

The council also talked 
about holding a Parking 
Lot Boutique. We have 
neighbors near the sanctu-
ary who would like to use 
our lot to sell some of their 
merchandise. LCP will 
partner with CLC and our 
neighbors to set this up.  
More information will 
come, probably from Pas-
tor Brenda. 

 

Our major discussion was 
regarding the 2017 budget. 
Don’t groan, it went pretty 
well. Plus, we can’t actual-
ly do anything without 
your permission, so… Our 
giving has been up, our ex-
penses are pretty much the 
same, our outreach pro-

grams are fabulous.  We 
will have an inclusive 
discussion at our Annual 
Congregational Meeting. 
Details to follow. 

 

On a final note: Donna 
Vidrine has officially 
withdrawn her seat on 
council.  We thank you 
Donna for the last 2 ½ 
years of service.  We will 
miss you. 

 

Our next council meeting 
is December 20, 2016 at 
5:30 pm in the Fireside 
Room. We encourage any 
and all who want to 
come.  I might bring 
wine and cheese!  God 
bless. 

 

 

-Shay Arnett 



CLC’s Book Club will meet 
on Tuesday, December 13, 
for a round-table reading of 
“The Best Christmas Pag-
eant Ever” by Barbara Rob-
inson.  No need to buy the 
book (or have read it before 
hand)—we’ll have copies to 
pass around!   

If you are not familiar with 
the story, here is a quick de-
scription. 

A family of delinquent chil-
dren, who spend their days 
shoplifting, drinking and 
smoking, go to church for 
the first time because they 
were told the church gives 

When God Chooses the Un-
likely-Paul and the Power 
of Failure 

In December we will con-
tinue to explore biblical im-
ages of a God who acts be-
yond our understanding of 
how God works through our 
strengths and weakness as 
we live out our callings.  
Study with us how God 
looked at Paul’s resume and 
thought “apostle”.  Learn 
how Paul’s failings help us 
come to terms with a God 

who chooses the un-
likely—including you 
and me.   Please join 
us at Donna Run-
ning’s home, Tues-
day, December 13th 
at 1:00 PM. 

WELCA 

CLC Book Club 

out free snacks.   

Once there, they are offered 
roles in the Sunday School’s 

Page 4 CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Christmas play, at the pro-
test of many of the mem-
bers, and proceed to give a 
very unconventional per-
formance of the Christmas 
Story (a story they have 
never heard before).  

Please bring a potluck dish 
to share—we’ll have a 
Christmas dessert for all.  
We'll meet at 6 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room at church.  
All welcome! 

-Judy Franz 

-Betty Buck 



Advent Photo Challenge 
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How to Participate: 
  
Facebook: Take or find 
pictures to go with each 
‘word of the day’ / bible 
verse  & our theme “Be 
the Change…” & post 
them on our page at  
https://
www.facebook.com/
christlutheransc/ 
 
Twitter: Take or find 
pictures to go with each 
‘word of the day’ / bible 
verse  & our theme “Be 
the Change…” & post 
them on your page with 
our unique hashtag 
#BeachChurchSC & 
our twitter handle 
@BeachChurchSC 
 
Instagram: Take or find 
pictures to go with each 
‘word of the day’ / bible 
verse  & our theme “Be 
the Change…” & post 
them on your page with 
our unique hashtag 
#BeachChurchSC & 
our Instagram handle 
@christlutheransc 
 
 This is a fun, interac-

tive opportunity to 
enjoy each other and 

get creative!  
 Commenting on oth-

ers posts, re-posting, 
sharing & use of addi-
tional  hashtags like 
#BeTheChange & 
#AdventChallenge20
16  are encouraged 

 If you are not on so-
cial media please 
email in any pictures 
to  

secre-
tary@cbc.occoxmail
.com so we can 
post them for you 

 

Goal:  
To get enough partici-
pants to put together a 
unique CLC Advent 
motivational book at 
the end of the chal-
lenge. 



 La Cristianita Pre-

school is buzzing with 

excitement – the holi-

day’s are definitely 

among us!  We have all 

had the opportunity to 

thank God for the many 

things we are Thankful 

for and now we are anx-

iously awaiting the Birth 

of Christ!  Our class-

rooms have been filled 

with holiday art, stories, 

games, songs, and so 

much more!  We are 

working on learning 

many new songs for our 

Christmas Program, 

which will be held De-

cember 21 & 22 at 

6:30pm in the sanctuary.  

The talk on campus is 

about  where the elf was 

hiding today as well as 

what surprises may await 

us on Christmas        

morning… 

 So with all of the        

excitement and hype, 

what is the most im-

portant part of the sea-

son?  What should be the 

priority for our children?  

Christmas is about gifts,     

without question.  But the 

meaning behind the gifts 

is about a miracle – the 

gift of a child born on 

Christmas Day to share 

God’s love with the world.  

So what are we     teach-

ing our children about 

Christmas?  My prayer is 

that you are helping us 

teach your children that 

Christmas is about giving 

rather than receiving.  

About sharing God’s love 

with the world and living 

the way Jesus taught us. 

About being  forgiven and 

forgiving  others…Not 

about how much we get 

under the tree or stuffed in 

a stocking. 

 My challenge for 

you this Christmas is to be 

your child’s best teacher.  

Take them shopping to 

pick out a gift for some-

one less fortunate , adopt 

a family through FAM,     

provide a holiday meal for 

a family in need – and 

then talk to your child 

about how the other per-

son will feel receiving 

something so special!  Re-

mind them as they go 

through the Toys R Us or 

Target        catalog using 

the            convenient 

stickers provided to mark 

all of the things that they 

wish for, to     remember 

how fortunate they are to 

have so much more than 

necessity in their lives.  

Help them to count their 

blessings, to realize the 

difference     between   

essentials and       ex-

tra’s…But most im-

portantly, to live a Christ 

filled life the way the best 

Christmas Gift ever 

taught us to live! 

Have  a blessed     Holi-

day  season! 

Leigh Ann Downie

-Economy, Director 

 

La Cristianita Preschool 
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La Cristianita Cont. 

Fall Carnival & 50th Birthday 

Thanksgiving Feast 
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Community Outreach 

CLC Clean Up Day 

Thank you to all who helped in our campus beautification project, we got a lot done 
that would not be possible without all your hard work! You are all truly a blessing!  
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Community Outreach Cont. 

We did it! With the help 
of FAM and a special 
thanks to the Laundry 
Basket off El Camino Re-
al we had our first suc-
cessful Laundry Love! 
We were so successful, in 
fact, we are doing it 
again!  
December 21st marks our 
SECOND official Laun-
dry Love from 2:00-6:00 
PM. We are looking for 
volunteers to help greet 
and assist our guests as 

we pay for them to do 
their laundry at Laundry 
Basket in San Clemente. 
If you would like to take 
part in making the holiday 
season that much easier 
for at risk families and in-
dividuals please call the 
church office at 949-496-
2621 or email secre-
tary@cbc.occoxmail.com. 
Thank you for your con-
tinued participation and 
support! 

Laundry Love—Sudsing Up Soon! 

 

Laundry Love 
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DECEMBER 

EVENTS AT CLC! 
 

Every Tuesday 
Bible Study 

10 AM & 6 PM  
 

Sunday Worship 
Beach: 8:00AM 

Sanctuary:10:30 AM 
 

1st & 3rd Monday 
Stories of the Storm 

6 PM 
 

3rd Sunday 
Flying Solo Social Group 

 
December 7 

SCMFO “Mary’s Feast”  
6 PM 

 
December 7 

Advent Lunch @  
Café Calypso 

 
December 11 

Welcome Bishop Taylor 
 

December 13 
WELCA Bible Study 

1PM 
Donna Running’s House 

 
December 13 

Book Club 6 PM 
 

December 14 
Advent Dinner @ TBD 

 
December 21 
Laundry Love 

 
December 21 

Advent Lunch @ TBD 
 

December 24 
Worship Services @  

5 PM and 11 PM 
 

December 25 
Christmas Service and 
Brunch @ 1030 AM  

in the Sanctuary 
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WE’RE ONLINE! 
Advent Photo Challenge: 

clcsanclemente.org/
AdventPhotoChallenge.htm 

Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

christlutheransc 
Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran
-church-elca-san-clemente 
Instagram: christlutheransc 

Email: Secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com 

Sand Restoration at North Beach 

The City of San 
Clemente  began its 
highly anticipated  
North Beach Opportun-
istic San Replenishment 
project on November 
28th. Over the next two 
weeks the city will bring 
12,000 cubic yards of 
much need soft, pebble-

less sand!   

The project work hours 
are from 7:30 AM to 
4:30 PM, Monday—
Friday and will use the 
Capistrano Shores Mo-
bile Home Park as their 
beach access point and 
will hopefully conclude 
mid-December. 

Information provided by San Clemente Patch 


