
Grateful for ways to serve our 
community and the people in 
our lives. 
Our pledge drive this year 
will fall on the Sundays be-
fore and after Thanksgiving. 
This is intentional. Rather 
than asking you to plan your 
giving based on duty or “what 
I always give”, this year 
we’re asking you to give 
from your gratitude and 
abundance. We’ll also give 
you an opportunity to give a 
special Thanksgiving offering 
in response to God’s blessing.  
We know a key element of 
our happiness and our faith is 
to say thanks to our ever-
present God. 
We heard the story of the ten 
lepers a few weeks ago. Only 
one returned to say thank you 
to Jesus. We imagined only 
one had a personal transfor-
mation. More than the skin 
was healed in that man; his 
soul was healed. And because 
of that, he had a true sense of 
gratitude. He realized Jesus 
had given his life new mean-
ing and value. We realize Je-
sus has also given us new 
meaning and value. We re-
spond with joy and thanksgiv-
ing.  

We’re asking you to give out 
of gratitude. Give from the 
top, the first check you write 
every month, rather than the 
last when you’ve run short. If 
you’ve been giving a set 
amount for years, pray about 
giving just a little more, even 
$5 a week. Sure, this will help 
the ministries of Christ Lu-
theran. But I promise it will 
also help the gratitude in your 
own life. Our job as a 
church is not to “make 
budget”, it is to make disci-
ples.  As faithful disciples of 
Christ, we are always striving 
to love more deeply, trust 
more deeply, give more deep-
ly. As you fill out your pledg-
es this year, start your prayer 
with “Thank you, God,” and 
listen. See if God calls you to 
just a bit more gratitude. 
Maybe that will manifest as a 
larger pledge. Maybe it’ll 
manifest as more kindness. 
Maybe it’ll manifest in re-
newed relationships with 
loved ones. I invite you to 
start with “Thank you” and 
see where God leads. 

Last year at this time we 
were preparing for our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. 
We welcomed Pastor Marga-
ret Duttera and Pastor Tim 
Philips from our synod of-
fice. We worshipped togeth-
er in our sanctuary, wel-
comed old friends and en-
joyed old photographs. Then 
we blessed neighborhood 
animals and met some new 
friends. We left grateful. 
Next Saturday the 5th, La 
Cristianita Preschool cele-
brates their 50th Anniver-
sary. I’ve heard talk of bal-
loon arches and bouncy 
houses and The Habit food 
truck and a video game area. 
It should be a blast. The pre-
school is the ministry of 
which we are most proud 
and for which we have the 
most gratitude. What a min-
istry in this community! For 
La Cristianita Preschool, we 
are grateful. 
Many people have talked 
about the positive Spirit 
moving among us. We can 
sense God’s presence.  We 
are grateful. Grateful for 
God’s continued blessing, 
grateful for God’s Word. 
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Welcome to Council Cor-
ner!  Have you seen the 
changing of the leaves? 
Spied the pumpkins? 
Sneezed at the Santa 
Ana’s?  Me too!  Fall is a 
fabulous time. Do you 
know what else is fabu-
lous?  Council. You really 
should consider a seat on 
council.  We don’t bite, I 
promise! Well.. unless it’s 
into cake, but that’s a dif-
ferent news article. 

This month we concentrat-
ed on the upkeep of the 
sanctuary and preschool. 
There were a few items on 
the agenda regarding 
cleaning, gardening, curb 
appeal and termites. Yikes! 
Did I just say termites? 
Unfortunately I did, but 
thanks to Leigh Ann they 
will be taken care of short-
ly after we gather to spring 
clean (fall clean?) October 
29th.  Clean up will have 
been completed by the 
time you read this, but we 
hope to do some garden-
ing, ask Ken about it,  in 
addition to cleaning, or-

ganizing, power washing 
and beautifying. Speaking 
of beautifying, we also dis-
cussed, and approved, an 
awning to protect our glori-
ous front doors. We decid-
ed on a nice red color. I 
tried to talk council into tie
-dye, but no one listened. 

We also discussed Christ-
mas. I know, I know, it’s 
just like the stores; no one 
thinks of Thanksgiving. It’s 
just Halloween and then 
Christmas. Regardless, we 
did discuss it. Council has 
decided to look into adopt-
ing families through FAM 
this year.  While Operation 
Christmas Child is an 
amazing organization, we 
thought we would help 
those closer to home. We 
have a need in San 
Clemente that needs to be 
filled and how wonderful 
to be part of that filling? 
It’s like we are the cream 
filling of the cake!  
(Another cake reference. I 
think I’m obsessing)  I’ll 
have more information on 
how to participate as we 

get closer. 

Council recently gave 
Pastor Brenda her annual 
review. We had very pos-
itive things to say, and 
although we hoped you 
would agree, we decided 
it was time to ask your 
opinion about how things 
are going at CLC. We’ll 
be sending out some fun 
and educational surveys 
in November.  

Our next council meeting 
is November 30, 2016 at 
5:30 pm in the Fireside 
Room. We encourage any 
and all who want to 
come.  I might bring 
pumpkin pie and spar-
kling cider!  God bless. 

-Shay Arnett 



When God Chooses the Un-
likely-Paul and the Power 
of Failure 

In November we will con-
tinue to explore biblical im-
ages of a God who acts be-
yond our understanding of 
how God works through our 
strengths and weakness as 
we live out our callings.  
Study with us how God 
looked at Paul’s resume and 
thought “apostle”.  Learn 
how Paul’s failings help us 
come to terms with a God 

who chooses the un-
likely—including you 
and me.   Please join 
us at Donna Run-
ning’s home, Tues-
day, November 15th 
at 1:00 PM. 

WELCA 

CLC Book Club 

Here’s a description:  

As the Nazi war machine rolls 
across Europe, young Jacob. 
As the Nazi war machine rolls 
across Europe, young Jacob 
Weisz is forced to flee his be-
loved Germany and join an 
underground resistance group 
in Belgium.   A rescue opera-
tion goes wrong and Jacob is 
caught and sentenced to hard 
labor at Auschwitz.  There he 
forms an alliance with a pas-
tor imprisoned for helping 
Jews.  They are chosen to es-
cape from Auschwitz and 
alert the Allies to the awful 
truth of what is happening in 
Poland.  This is the story of 
their daring and dangerous 

CLC Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15 to discuss 
The Auschwitz Escape by Jo-
el C. Rosenberg.  We meet at 
6 p.m. in the Fireside Room 
at church.  Bring a potluck 
dish and a friend.  Finishing 
the book not required, but 
this is such a good read you 
might not be able to put it 
down.   
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mission. Weisz is forced to 
flee his beloved Germany 
and join an underground re-
sistance group in Belgium.   
A rescue operation goes 
wrong and Jacob is caught 
and sentenced to hard labor 
at Auschwitz.  There he 
forms an alliance with a 
pastor imprisoned for help-
ing Jews.  They are chosen 
to escape from Auschwitz 
and alert the Allies to the 
awful truth of what is hap-
pening in Poland.  This is 
the story of their daring and 
dangerous mission. 

 
-Judy Franz 

-Betty Buck 



From the Director… 

November is a month to 

give Thanks...here at La 

Cristianita Preschool, we 

have lots of be thankful 

for! This preschool was 

founded in 1966, which 

means this year marks 

our 50th Anniversary! 

What an amazing thing 

to be thankful for and I 

feel very blessed to be a 

part of such a monumen-

tal milestone for our 

school! The history of 

the school, as well as the 

mark it has left of the 

San Clemente communi-

ty, makes me so proud to 

be here. We are now 

watching grandparents 

and parents returning 

with generations of La 

Cristianita Preschool 

alumni which warms my 

heart. Along with good 

health, family and 

friends, I cannot think of 

anything to be more 

Thankful for this 

Thanksgiving! 

We invite you to join us 

as we celebrate 50 years 

on Saturday November 5 

from 10am-3pm. Please 

pass the word, invite your 

friends and neighbors. We 

would love to see 50 years 

of La Cristianita Pre-

school history join us that 

day! 

Count your blessings, be 

grateful and have a Happy 

Thanksgiving 

- Leigh Ann Downie-

Economy—Director 

We set out to make the  La 

Cristianita Carnival and 

50th Birthday Celebration 

our biggest and best carni-

val yet. Enjoy carnival 

games and prizes, face 

painting, hair decorating, 

giant slide, 40 ft. obstacle 

course, book fair, poke 

stop and carnival snacks 

all day. 

For families with older 

children we will have an 

Extreme Game Truck on 

site from 10:30 AM—

1:30 PM, as well as, a 

photo booth so the whole 

family can get goofy to-

gether!  

We also suggest you come 

hungry because The Habit 

Burger Truck and Surfside 

Pizza will be there at 

11:30 AM serving up the 

good stuff until our cake 

cutting at 1:00PM. 

Finally, don’t forget to 

check out our silent auc-

tion to score some amaz-

ing offers while support-

ing a good cause. Presale 

entertainment wristbands 

and food tickets are avail-

able now at clcsanclemen-

te.org/preschool. Hope to 

see you there!

La Cristianita Preschool 
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Pastor 
Brenda 
was pas-
tor-in-
resi-
dence at 
Chapel 
in the 
Hills in 
Rapid 
City, 
South 

Dakota.  

This stav-kirke is a replica 
of a church in Norway and 

attracts thousands of tour-
ists each year. The chapel 
invites ELCA Pastors to 
stay in their cabin, offer 
vespers services in the sum-
mer and preside over wed-
dings.  

While the vesper services 
were done for the season, 
Pastor Brenda presided 
over the wedding of a cou-
ple from Montana and en-
joyed the national parks and 
monuments of western 
South Dakota. Highly              

recommend this trip! 

Chapel in the Hills 
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Bishop Andy Taylor Visits CLC 

 December 11, 2016 
We proudly welcome our 
third ever Bishop of the 
Pacifica Synod, Bishop-
elect Andy Taylor to our 
services.  
 “I am humbled and 
honored that the people of 
the Pacifica Synod have 
elected me as their next 
bishop...I look forward to 
the challenge of walking 
with the congregations of 
Hawaii and Southern Cali-
fornia as they reach out 
with God’s love to each 
other, their neighborhoods 
and the world and I pray 
that God will grant me all I 

need to be effective in this 
important role,” Rev. Tay-
lor stated as he accepted 
his new position of Bishop 
of the Pacifica Synod of 
the ELCA.  

 Bishop-elect Taylor 
earned his B.A. from 
CSULB and his Master of 
Divinty from  Luther Semi-
nary in St. Paul, MN. His 
most recent post was as 
senior pastor of St. Andre 
Lutheran Church in San Di-
ego where he has served 
since 1997.   
 Please join us on De-
cember 11, 2016 at beach 
church and/or in the sanctu-
ary to give Bishop Taylor 
the warm welcome Christ 
Lutheran has become fa-
mous for.  
 
http://elca.org/News-and-Events/7829 

 

Lutheran Living  
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Income 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9% 10% 

$10 $0.10 $0.20 $0.30 $0.40 $0.50 $0.60 $0.70 $0.80 $0.90 $1.00 

$20 $0.20 $0.40 $0.60 $0.80 $1.00 $1.20 $1.40 $1.60 $1.80 $2.00 

$25 $0.25 $0.50 $0.75 $1.00 $1.25 $1.50 $1.75 $2.00 $2.25 $2.50 

$50 $0.50 $1.00 $1.50 $2.00 $2.50 $3.00 $3.50 $4.00 $4.50 $5.00 

$75 $0.75 $1.50 $2.25 $3.00 $3.75 $4.50 $5.25 $6.00 $6.75 $7.50 

$100 $1.00 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00 $5.00 $6.00 $7.00 $8.00 $9.00 $10.00 

$200 $2.00 $4.00 $6.00 $8.00 $10.00 $12.00 $14.00 $16.00 $18.00 $20.00 

$300 $3.00 $6.00 $9.00 $12.00 $15.00 $18.00 $21.00 $24.00 $27.00 $30.00 

$400 $4.00 $8.00 $12.00 $16.00 $20.00 $24.00 $28.00 $32.00 $36.00 $40.00 

$500 $5.00 $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00 $30.00 $35.00 $40.00 $45.00 $50.00 

$600 $6.00 $12.00 $18.00 $24.00 $30.00 $36.00 $42.00 $48.00 $54.00 $60.00 

$700 $7.00 $14.00 $21.00 $28.00 $35.00 $42.00 $49.00 $56.00 $63.00 $70.00 

$800 $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 $32.00 $40.00 $48.00 $56.00 $64.00 $72.00 $80.00 

$900 $9.00 $18.00 $27.00 $36.00 $45.00 $54.00 $63.00 $72.00 $81.00 $90.00 

$1,000 $10 $20.00 $30.00 $40.00 $50.00 $60.00 $70.00 $80.00 $90.00 $100 

$2,000 $20 $40.00 $60.00 $80.00 $100 $120 $140 $160 $180 $200 

$3,000 $30 $60.00 $90.00 $120 $150 $180 $210 $240 $270 $300 

Tithing Chart 

Tithing For the Soul 

I was raised to tithe, that 
is, give 10% of my earn-
ings to God. I usually 
tithed to my church, but 
occasionally through oth-
er ministries or direct 
gifts to individuals. Fortu-
nately, I married someone 
who was also raised to 
tithe! We love sitting 
down at the beginning of 
the year and figuring out 
where our 10% should go. 
We usually end up getting 
excited about giving away 
a bit more than 10% and 

rejoice that we can afford 
it. If one of us gets a raise, 
we get really excited about 
giving away more money. 

Last year I did not give 
10% to Christ Lutheran.  

After checking the chart 
below I can tell you I gave 
closer to 7% with other 
gifts going to other chari-
ties. This year I’ve decided 
to give 10% of my net in-
come to Christ Lutheran 
and continue my same do-
nations to the other chari-
ties. I encourage you to 
also stretch yourself a little 
and see how it works out. I 
am actually looking for-
ward to writing a bigger 
check!   

 

Lutheran Living Cont... 

-Pastor Brenda 
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Lutheran Living  Cont... 

are beyond any of us to do 
on our own), well that’s 
inspiring! 
I’m blessed to be a part of 
a few interdenominational 
groups, where we pastors 
and priests come together 
to pray for each other’s 
parishes and ministries.  
We acknowledge first and 
foremost that we aren’t in 
competition with each 
other.  The Church is not 
divided against itself.  We 
are all part of the Body of 
Christ, and each has their 
own part and importance 
in the whole.  Further, that 
Christ is the head of this 
body!  And we are but 
servants.  This is a hum-
bling and helpful exercise 
and reminder.  In the end, 
we are merely different 
expressions of that same 
faith that professes Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior.  
What unites us is greater 
than anything that distanc-
es us from each other. 
In the months to come 
you’ll hear of some op-
portunities for interde-
nominational action, wor-
ship and learning.  On No-
vember 16, we’ll be offer-
ing Laundry Love in con-
junction with our friends 
from Christ Lutheran.  
This is an opportunity for 

by Father Patrick Crerar, 
St. Clements-by-the-Sea 
There is something beau-
tiful that happens when 
the churches of different 
denominations work to-
gether.  For one thing it is 
inspiring, both to those 
who are members of these 
congregations and to 
those who are not part of 
any congregation.  There 
are few things less inspir-
ing than seeing churches 
squabble.  In fact, a cynic 
(reflecting on interdenom-
inational fighting) once 
said, “If the Church is the 
body of Christ, it certainly 
has the wounds to prove 
it.”  But when people see 
us working for the com-
mon good and striving to-
ward important goals to-
gether (goals that speak to 
all Christians and which 

some important outreach 
to the homeless and poor.   
Also in November, we’ll 
have our ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Day ser-
vice.  In the past, we’ve 
combined with Christ Lu-
theran.  This year, we’ve 
also invited Palisades 
Methodist to join us for 
that service.  That has 
been a wonderful time to 
worship together, and if 
giving thanks truly is the 
sincerest form of prayer 
(see Meister Eckhart) than 
it is something that is uni-
versal to all Christians. 
In December, we will join 
St. Andrew’s Methodist, 
San Clemente Presbyteri-
an, Our Savior Lutheran, 
Palisades Methodist, and 
Christ Lutheran in a ser-
vice on the 21st some-
times called “The Longest 
Night” or a “Blue Christ-
mas.”  This is a time for 
worship during for those 
who may be grieving the 
recent death of a loved 
one or who simply find 
the holidays difficult be-
cause someone they love 
is not here with them now. 
Looking ahead to January, 
we’ve been invited by St. 
Andrew’s Methodist to 

Unity 

Continued on next page... 
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Two months ago the 
church council gave Pastor 
Brenda a very positive an-
nual review. But as the 
council was finishing up, 
they wondered if the coun-
cil had an accurate idea of 
what the congregation 
thought about the leader-
ship of the church and the 
priorities we have set.  
They decided it was time 
to hear from you. 

We’re offering four short 
surveys to get your feed-
back on your personal en-
gagement in Christ Luther-
an, the leadership of the 
church and the priorities 
we have set. The fourth 
survey asks you to reflect 
on the life cycle of the 
congregation. This one is 

particularly interesting. It 
gives you an opportunity 
to plot where you think we 
are in the cycle: growing, 
declining, being reborn, 

redeveloping, etc.  

All churches go through 
these cycles multiple 
times, and once leadership 
determines where a con-
gregation is in the cycle, 
we can make decisions 
about moving forward. 
We’ll share the results of 
these surveys at our annu-

al congregational meeting 
in January. 

Some of these surveys will 
be made available online, 
some will be in paper avail-
able on Sundays. We hope 
you will actually enjoy fill-
ing out the surveys. They 
are a fun way to think 
about your church and what 
you care about. There’s 
even an answer “I never 
want to hear about this” 
which you might enjoy us-
ing a great deal! 

Thank you for your support 
and encouragement as we 
continue to find Christ Lu-
theran’s unique place in 
God’s kingdom and in San 
Clemente.  

 

We Want To Hear From YOU 

Lutheran Living Cont... 

participate in a conversa-
tion on two subsequent 
Sunday afternoons (22nd 
& 29th) entitled 
“Building Community 
with Our Muslim Neigh-
bors.”  This will be a dis-
cussion led by two schol-
ars from Claremont Uni-
versity and will provide 
time for Q&A.  Many of 

you have asked me about 
interfaith opportunities to 
learn more about what oth-
er traditions teach.  Given 
that there is so much con-
flict where Christianity and 
Islam meet in the world, 
greater understanding both 
for Christians of Islam and 
Muslims of Christianity is 
essential.  Understanding is 

a key to peace and we 
Christians are supposed 
to be peacemakers in this 
world. 
 
 
 

Unity Continued... 



Page 9 CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Community Outreach 

On Wednesday, December 
7, at 6 p.m. women from 
many churches and groups 
in and around San Clemen-
te, along with military 
wives, will gather for 
“Mary’s Feast” at Bella 
Collina Towne and Golf 
Club.  This annual Advent 
event hosted by St. An-
drew’s by-the-Sea UMC 
and Palisades UMC is also 
a baby shower for Mary 
and her son, Jesus.  Each 
dinner guest is invited to 
bring unwrapped clothing, 
diapers, blankets, bottles, 
etc., appropriate for an in-

fant or child up to 12 
months or clothing items 
for toddlers up to 24 
months or 2-4T.  All the 
gifts are distributed to un-
der-resourced Marine 
families by San Clemente 
Military Family Outreach 
at a big baby shower in 
January and throughout 
the year.  Proceeds from 
ticket sales have also pro-
vided critically needed 
school supplies for San 
Onofre Elementary 
School on base, as well.  
The price for the buffet 
dinner event is $50.  To 

sign up, please call the 
church office or see Judy 
Franz. 

- Judy Franz 

Just a quick thank you to 
all from our congregation 
planning to attend the 
SCMFO “Salute to Mili-
tary Stars” fundraiser at 
Talega on Nov. 4 and to the 
members who donated si-
lent auction prizes (9 of the 
23 items) or donated cash 
or bought a ticket for 
someone else to attend.  
Your support of families at 
Camp Pendleton through 

SCMFO is amazing and 
much appreciated by the 
organization and by me! 

 

Did you know that there 
are over 1,000 military 

families living on base in 
Camp Pendleton and that 
over 10% of them are liv-
ing below the poverty 
line?  

SCMFO helps provide 
emergency assistance to 
qualifying families in 
need. 

If you would still like to 
participate in this event 
please contact Judy Franz 
at junofranz@aol.com or 
go to 
www.militaryfamilyoutre
ach.com/events.html to 
purchase tickets or do-
nate.  

- Judy Franz 

SCMFO “Salute to Military Stars!”  

Mary’s Feast 

Wendy Thurn giving a layette  
(covered in a blanket she made) to a 

Marine wife at the SCMFO Baby 
Shower in January this year.  The 
layettes were filled with gifts from 

Mary’s Feast. 
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Community Outreach Cont. 

We did it! Thanks to the 
Laundry Basket off El 
Camino Real we have a 
home for our Laundry 
Love program.  
November 16 marks our 
first official Laundry 
Love from 2:00-6:00 PM. 
We are still looking for 
volunteers to help greet 

and assist our guests as we 
pay for them to do their 
laundry at Laundry Basket 
in San Clemente. If you 
would like to participate 
please call the church of-
fice at 949-496-2621 or 
email secre-
tary@cbc.occoxmail.com. 

Laundry Love—Sudsing Up Soon! 

Success at FAM Hunger Walk! 

Many thanks to our CLC 
team of walkers in the 
29th Annual Hunger 
Walk benefiting Family 
Assistance Ministries on 
Oct. 16 and to all the 
members of the congre-
gation and others who so 
generously sponsored 

them.  Together, we 
raised $2,840 for 
FAM!  Add to that the 
church and La Cristi-
anita Preschool’s $500 
sponsorship of the 
walk and we donated 
$3,340 to this worthy 
cause.  Bless you all. 

 

Back (l to r):  Marc Portillo, Kirk Goodfellow, Keith Baumgarn, Norman Franz 

Front (l to r):  Pastor Brenda, Judy Franz, Cathy Baumgarn  

Keith Baumgarn,  Pastor Brenda, and Kayli  
Berutich 

Cathy Baumgarn helping at  
registration 
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NOVEMBER 

EVENTS AT CLC! 
 

Every Tuesday 
Bible Study 

10 AM & 6 PM  
 

Sunday Worship 
Beach: 8:00AM 

Sanctuary:10:30 AM 
 

1st & 3rd Monday 
Stories of the Storm 

6 PM 
 

November 4 
SCMFO “Salute to 

Military Stars” Gala 
6 PM 

 
November 5 

La Cristianita Fall 
Carnival 10 AM-3 

PM 
 

November 6 
Homeless Lunch 
All Saints Day 

 
 

November 15 
WELCA Bible Study 

1PM 
Donna Running’s 

House 
 

November 15 
Book Club 6 PM 

 
November 16 
Laundry Love 

 
November 20 

Flying Solo @ 1:30 
PM @ the SC Outlets 

 
November 24 

Thanksgiving service 
@ St. Clements 10 

PM 
 

November 30 
Council Meeting 5:30 

PM 
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WE’RE ONLINE! 
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc 

Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-church-elca-san-
clemente 

Wheth-
er by 
choice 
or by 
cir-

cumstance sometimes 
we fly solo in life. If 
you would like to share 
an afternoon with kin-
dred spirits join us . 
Flying Solo will be 
gathering on the third 
Sunday of each month 
at the Starbucks in the 
Outlets of San Clemen-

te.  At 1:30 those who 
would like to take a 
walk will head out.  At 
about 2:30 we will meet 
for a bite to eat at the 
Panera Bread in the 
Outlets.   
Sunday November 20 
1:30 Starbucks at the 
Outlets. 

Give me a call or a text 
so we can make sure 
everyone has arrived or 
just show up a little ear-
ly.  949-291-3889 Lois  

Flying Solo  

Tuesday AM Bible Study 

The Holy Spirit moves even with no pastor in the 
room! Tuesday morning Bible Study learns from 

each other's wisdom.  


