
 
Our church council did not feel 
great about that choice. We 
weren’t sure having the LGBT 
welcome stand alone was an 
accurate description of who we 
are. Christ Lutheran has been 
welcoming LGBT people for 
years. It’s part of our DNA. 
It’s such a part of our identity, 
for better or for worse, we 
barely think about it. But once 
we said it out loud, “Christ Lu-
theran has been welcoming 
LGBT people for years,” we 
realized we had a new opening 
line. A new mission statement 
was proposed: 
 
Christ Lutheran Church af-
firms our long time commit-
ment to the LGBT community. 
We continue to welcome all 
who follow Jesus Christ and 
joyfully extend that welcome to 
those dealing with the chal-
lenges of addiction, homeless-
ness, poverty, and emotional 
issues.  
 
We realized this level of revi-
sion to the mission statement 
would have to return to the 
congregation for approval. So 
this January we’ll need to re-
visit the mission statement and 
decide how we best wish to 
present our values and our 

ministry.  
 
Since that council meeting we 
have met many people who tell 
us we are one of the only 
churches in South Orange 
County who is welcoming to 
the LGBT community. We 
have been taking our welcome 
for granted, and forget that we 
are actually a beacon in a dark 
place. As a pastor and public 
figure, I have grown in my wit-
ness and my understanding of 
our and my unique gifts.  
 
Most of the newcomers tell us 
how important it is that we 
care for the homeless, the im-
poverished, the addict and the 
mentally ill. Many say how vi-
tal inclusion is, whether or not 
they are members of the LGBT 
community; and it is our val-
ues, which come from our 
reading of Scripture, that reso-
nates with people. 
 
The conversations this year 
have been fruitful. Even 
though we haven’t finished this 
task yet, we are getting a clear-
er idea of who we are and how 
we want to operate in the 
world. This is important work, 
and I thank you for joining us 
in it. 
 

Dear ones, 
 
In January this congregation 
gathered as the Body of 
Christ and worked out a re-
vised mission statement. We 
were pleased with how accu-
rately it described our out-
reach: We wanted to welcome 
people who followed Christ, 
including but not limited to 
those battling addiction, the 
homeless, the impoverished, 
LGBT and the mentally ill. 
We talked honestly together, 
disagreed a bit, but found a 
common place. It was a sa-
cred time. 
 
A few months later I received 
word from Reconciling 
Works, the national organiza-
tion which gives ELCA con-
gregations their Reconciled in 
Christ status that this mission 
statement was not acceptable 
to them. They did not want 
LGBT people in a list with 
the mentally ill. After years of 
homosexuality being diag-
nosed as a disease, I under-
stood their concern. Reconcil-
ing Works asked that we put 
LGBT in its own welcoming 
statement, and the rest of the 
list could be separate. 
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Welcome to Council Cor-
ner! School is back in ses-
sion, it’s officially Autumn 
and we had snacks at 
council. We also kept our 
meeting to 69 minutes! 
Did you hear that? Barely 
over an hour and we 
talked about a ton of stuff! 

First and foremost, we 
welcomed our newest 
council member, Lynn 
McKenrick. It is sad to see 
Jane Porphir go, but we 
cannot stand in the way of 
Pickleball, nor would we 
want to. We will miss you 
Jane. Welcome Lynn! 

As we enjoyed our chips 
and guacamole the coun-
cil discussed LCP and the 
current employee culture, 
possible uses for the 
sanctuary and sponsoring 
the FAM Hunger Walk. 
For the first time we are 
going to co-sponsor the 
walk with LCP. How won-

derful is that idea? Thank 
you Leigh Ann. We have a 
yoga proposal and a pos-
sible acupuncturist that 
want to use the sanctuary. 
I’ll keep you updated on 
both of those. 

We also talked more about 
our Family Friendly Event, 
our Spring Cleaning Day 
(which incidentally is hap-
pening in the fall, October 
29th to be exact) and wax-
ing the beach truck. I 
mean really, who wants to 
do that? It has been decid-
ed that the FFE (Family 
Friendly Event) will take 
place after the new year 
but before the time 
change. We would like 
movie night when it is still 
dark early in the evening. 

Our big discussion for the 
night was in regards to 

2017 budge priorities 
and visions. Mind you, 
we settled on nothing, 
but we started the con-
versation early. That is a 
big accomplishment for 
the years that I have 
been on council. For the 
past three years council 
has been playing catch 
up and putting out fires 
but for the first time we 
looked forward, with 
hope and happiness. It 
really felt good. I person-
ally, feel very blessed to 
be a part of CLC. 

Our next council meeting 
is October 19, 2016 at 
5:30 PM in the Fireside 
Room. We encourage 
any and all who want to 
come. I might bring 
pumpkin bread with 
chocolate chips! God 
bless. 

    - Shay Arnett 

 



“When God’s not fair--
Coming to terms with a mer-
ciful God 

In October we will continue 
to explore biblical images of a 
God who acts beyond our 
conceptions of what's "fair."  
We'll delve into what it 
means to worship a God who 
gives to those who haven't 
"earned" it in “Jesus and the 
Evil Eye.  Please join us at 

Donna Running’s home, 
Tuesday, October 4th at 
1:00 PM." 

WELCA 

CLC Book Club 

pated from the system with no-
where to go, she finds she has a 
gift for helping others through 
the flowers she chooses for 
them at the florist shop where 
she is given work.  A mysteri-
ous stranger, a painful secret—
this beautiful book has it all. 

Nov. 15 — The Auschwitz Es-
cape by Joel C. Rosenberg 

As the Nazi war machine rolls 
across Europe, young Jacob. As 
the Nazi war machine rolls 

In the next two months, our 
church book group will be read-
ing two great novels, plus a fun 
Christmas round-the-table read 
planned for early December.  
These novels are available on 
Kindle, Nook, in paperback and 
at the library.  Please plan to 
join the group on the following 
dates (Tuesday nights).  

 Bring a potluck dish to share 
and bring a friend. We meet at 6 
p.m. in the Fireside Room at 
church.  Finishing the books not 
required! 

Oct. 18 — The Language of 
Flowers by Vanessa Diffen-
baugh 

After a childhood spent in the 
foster-care system, Victoria 
Jones is unable to get close to 
anybody and her only connec-
tion to the world is through 
flowers and their Victorian 
meanings.  Now 18 and emanci-
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Weisz is forced to flee his be-
loved Germany and join an 
underground resistance group 
in Belgium.   A rescue opera-
tion goes wrong and Jacob is 
caught and sentenced to hard 
labor at Auschwitz.  There he 
forms an alliance with a pastor 
imprisoned for helping Jews.  
They are chosen to escape 
from Auschwitz and alert the 
Allies to the awful truth of 
what is happening in Poland.  
This is the story of their daring 
and danger-
ous mission. -Judy Franz 



From the Director… 

I grew 
up in 
the 
North-
west 
sub-
urbs of 
Chica-

go and fall has always 
been my favorite   sea-
son!  The air turns 
brisk, the colors turn, 
the leaves turn beauti-
ful shades of reds, or-
anges and purples.  As 
the leaves fall, there is 
nothing more fun than 
running through the 
piles that have been 
formed at the base of 
a large oak tree!  The 
smell of apple cider 
and the anticipation of 
the fun that Halloween 
brings!   

 In California, it is 
October and 90 de-
gree’s outside still.  
Our children don’t get 
to          experience the 
wonders of fall here at 
the beach.  For me as 
a mom, I want my chil-
dren to learn to appre-

ciate the awesomeness 
of the season and I can 
do that without taking 
them back to  Chicago 
or Iowa each fall.  Our 
family has a tradition of 
heading to the base of 
the mountains each fall  
for a day of family fun.  
We go to either Julian 
or Oak Glen to apple 
pick, browse the   
pumpkin patches, go on 
a hay ride,  get lost in a 
corn maze, pick rasp-
berries and pears if we 
time it right and see 
God’s wonderous  
beauty that fall brings.   
When we get home, 14 
or so years of tradition 
come back to me as 
Mackenzie has mas-
tered her homemade 
apple pie and the 
smells of my childhood 
fill my house! 

 This month, I 

would encourage all of 
us to show our chil-
dren the world out 
there that some South-
ern California beach 
children never see.  
Let them explore the 
wonders of nature and 
the season of fall.  Jul-
ian Mining Co and Cal-
ico Ranch are located 
in Julian which is 
about 2 hours away.   
My family goes to Ri-
ley’s Farm in Oak 
Glen—about an hour 
and a half away but 
there are many other 
places you could 
check out as well.  If 
you find a new one to 
add to my list, let me 
know!  Not only will 
this offer the children a 
chance to enjoy the 
season, but it’s a won-
derful family day of re-
al quality time togeth-
er!  The best gift a 
child can  ever re-
ceive! 

 -Leigh Ann Downie-

Economy - Director 

 

La Cristianita Preschool 
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An “almost monthly” 
feature of the CLC News-
letter, profiling church 
members, friends and 
staff. 

“I found this church by 
driving by. . .since 
1966!” says Lynn 
McKenrick, who has 
been a member for about 
a year, attends the 10:30 
sanctuary service, and 
last month accepted an 
appointment to Church 
Council to serve out the 
remainder of the term 
vacated when Jane 
Porphir moved to St. 
George with her wife Ju-
lie Tobin.  “I’m honored 
to be a part of the Coun-
cil.” 

To explain the decades 
between finding Christ 
Lutheran and becoming a 
member, Lynn now lives 
in Shorecliffs in a house 
she inherited from her 
father, who moved here 
in the mid-60s, so she 
has spent a lot of time in 
San Clemente over the 
years and moved here 
permanently in 
2013.  “This church is a 
perfect fit,” says Lynn, 
who comes from a Bap-
tist background.  “If 
I  could have described 

my perfect church, this is 
it.  I love it and feel very 
welcomed.” 

Lynn was born in River-
side, raised in Ontario and 
lived in Claremont and 
Rancho Cucamon-
ga.  “You could say I’m a 
native Inland Empire-
ian!”  Her husband passed 
away in 2009 and they 
had no children, but Lynn 
has a “furry child”—her 
cat Lily, a Blue Abyssini-
an.  “Abyssinians were 
worshiped Egypt and Lily 
thinks she should be 
worshedip in San Clemen-
te!” 

A retired real estate broker 

in (where else?) the In-
land Empire, working 
primarily for builders, 
Lynn owned her own 
brokerage for the last 
two years of her career, 
but decided to retire after 
being diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis (MS) 
and starting to feel its 
effects.  “I’m doing great 
now,” she reports, on an 
effective MS medication 
that has prevented her 
from having episodes for 
“quite some time.”  If 
her bum knee would just 
cooperate, she’d be fine 
(the writer of this profile 
empathizes—don’t we 
all?!). 

 Lynn’s main hobby is 
reading, so CLC’s Book 
Club has become another 
perfect fit for her.  And 
you for us, Lynn, at 
Christ Lutheran!  Thank 
you for jumping into 
church life so eagerly 
(helping with the Blood 
Drive, for example) and 
for accepting the call to 
serve your fellow 
churchgoers as a member 
of Council.  God bless 
you. 

Getting to Know You 
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-Judy Franz 
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Community Outreach 
Fam Hunger Walk 

Sign up on-line as a walker 
on the Christ Lutheran 
Church team or to support 
a walker on our team.  Or 
pick up a walker registra-
tion form and sponsor 
sheet form at church.  This 
is about a 3K walk that 
starts and ends at the Com-
munity Center downtown.  

Festivities begin about 12 
noon, but the walk actually 
begins at 2 p.m.  There is 
also a Finish Line Party that 
you can register for on-line 
as well.  Christ Lutheran is 
a sponsor of the walk again 
this year, so look for our 
church logo on the walkers’ 
T-shirts, in the program, 

etc.  Since 1999 FAM has 
been providing food and per-
sonal care items and tempo-
rary living assistance for those 
in need in South OC.  FAM is 
providing assistance to an av-
erage of 4,000 clients every 
month.  And they can’t do it 
without us!  So put on those 
sneakers and let’s walk! 

 

To 
many of 
us doing 
the laun-
dry can 
be a 

chore, perhaps one we 
aren’t too fond of and yet 
we accomplish it with rela-
tive simplicity. People who 
are homeless or in a lower 
income family find having 
clean clothes to wear is a 
luxury they cannot afford. 
The challenges faced by 
our brothers and sisters liv-
ing below the poverty line 
are many and the choices 
can be few.  

Christ Lutheran and other 
local churches and non-
profits have been meeting 

together to look at ways to 
serve those who are in need. 
By putting our heads and 
hearts together we have 
learned about The Laundry 
Love initiative.   

Laundry Love was first start-
ed in Ventura after a group 
of caring individuals asked a 
homeless gentleman who 
went by the name of T-Bone 
how they could come along-
side him. His response was 
“If I had clean clothes I think 
people would treat me like a 
human being.” Powerful 
words that launched Laundry 
Love and to date they esti-
mate there have been 
600,000 + loads of laundry 
done, over 450,000 people 
cared for throughout the na-
tion. Laundry Love partners 
with local laundromats to 

assist those individuals who 
are homeless, living in their 
cars and low income families 
in cleaning their clothes. For 
a couple of hours a team of 
volunteers works side by side 
with those in need loading, 
washing, drying and folding 
along with providing the 
funding. Individuals are able 
to get clean clothes without 
having to dig into their own 
pockets. It is a time of com-
munity for our community.   

We are excited about this new 
adventure. Our next step is to 
identify a local laundromat 
that will work with us. Once 
we have that in place, we’ll 
be looking for volunteers and 
lots and lots and lots of quar-
ters! 
 

Laundry Love 

 - Cheryl Hopper 



You Are Invited. . . 
SC Military Family Outreach’s “Salute to Military Stars!” 
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Gather with 
friends 
from 
throughout 
the commu-
nity on Fri-
day, Nov. 4, 
6 p.m. at 

Talega Golf Club, 990 
Avenida Talega, for a so-
cial hour, dinner, recogni-
tion of military honorees, 
music by Cheryl Silver-
stein and a silent auction.   

Price for the event is $60 

per person.  Proceeds will 
benefit 1000 Camp Pend-
leton families at SCM-
FO’s annual Thanksgiving 
Turkey and all the fixings 
giveaway.   

For reservations, contact 
Judy Franz in person, by 
phone at 949-493-3826 or 
email junofranz@aol.com.   

You can also reserve 
spots online at 
www.militaryfamilyout
reach.com (click on 
Coming Events) by Oc-
tober 15, but please let 
Judy know you’re com-
ing so we can try to get 
all of our church mem-
bers at a table or tables 
together.  Thank you to 
all those who have do-
nated items for the si-
lent auction. 

Community Outreach Cont. 

Thank You For All You Do! 

Special thanks to Cathy 
Baumgarn, Betty Buck, 
Bonnie Gillings and 
Mary Monasmith for the 
beautiful new logo ban-
ners in our sanctuary. 
Thank God for their tal-
ent, creativity and gener-
osity! 

Thank you to our donors 
and volunteers for putting 
the POWER OF FAITH 
into action and helping 
save lives.  Special thanks 
go to Marc Portillo, 
Kathie Smith, Lynn 
McKenrick, Bonnie 

Gillings, Christine Preciado, 
and Pastor Brenda for their 
efforts in setting up, wel-
coming the donors, working 
at the drive and helping to 
clean up.  We look forward 
to our next drive April, 

2017. - Betty Buck 

- Judy Franz 



God’s Work Our Hands 
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Goodbye Jane & Julie! 

Thank you Kirk Goodfellow, 
Bonnie Gillings and Pastor 
Brenda for joining other vol-
unteers at Community Lu-
theran Church in Rancho 
Santa Margarita on Sunday, 
September 11. They helped 
package over 10,000 ready-
to-cook meals with Stop 
Hunger Now— a global 
charity aiming to end world 
hunger. Packages consisted 
of rice, soy, dehydrated veg-
etables and 23 essential vita-
mins and minerals and will 

support school feeding pro-
grams, orphanages and cri-
sis relief efforts across the 
globe.  

(Left to Right, Top to Bottom) Linda Kopperud, Kirk Goodfellow, Ron Thornton, Laura Pephens, Bridget Callanan, Louise and 
Pat Gilliam, Mary Whitman, Julie Tobin, Tresia Thorton, Jane Porphir, Judy Franz, Rose Ambrosanio, Emilie and Melody Mat-
thews,  Christian Motz 
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OCTOBER EVENTS 
AT CLC! 

 

Every Tuesday 

Bible Study 
10 AM & 6 PM  

 
Sunday Worship 

Beach: 8:00AM 
Sanctuary:10:30 AM 

 
1st & 3rd Monday 

Stories of the Storm 
6 PM 

 
October 4 

WELCA Bible Study 
1PM 

Donna Running’s 
House 

 
October 16 

FAM Hunger Walk 
 

October 18 

Book Club 6 PM 
 

October 19 

Council Meeting 5:30 
PM 

 
October 29 

Clean Up Day 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH &LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 
secretary@cbc.occoxmail.com / 949. 496. 2621 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
  Leigh Ann Downie–Economy—Preschool Director 

leighann@cbc.occoxmail.com / 949. 496. 1405 
Preschool hours: 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

WE’RE ONLINE! 
Twitter: @beachchurchsc 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc 
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org 

Sand Replenishment Coming to North Beach 
By Staff On September 22, 2016  1 
By Eric Heinz 

San Clemente City Coun-
cil approved a contract of 
more than $626,000 to 
move 12,000 cubic yards 
of sand from the Lower 
Santa Ana River to por-
tions of North Beach. The 
vote was 4-1. 
The project is expected to 
replace lost sand at the 
beaches that is otherwise 
a collection of cobble-
stones. 
During the meeting, the 
Council questioned staff 
members on what risks 
are involved in placing 
the sand in the area during 
the fall and winter 
months, as it could get 
swept away by the winter 
weather. 
Councilwoman Lori Don-
chak said the beaches are 
a major component of the 
city and are a main reason 
as to why people move to 
San Clemente. Donchak 
said she is more confident 

in the project, hearing that 
the sand will not be “swept 
out to sea.” 
“I think this is a good invest-
ment in North Beach,” Don-
chak said. 
Tom Bonigut, deputy public 
works director, said unlike 
sand that’s been ordered for 
replenishment in the past, 
this sand will not have as 
many rocks. 
The project is expected to 
take place sometime this fall. 
Mayor Bob Baker, who was 
the dissenting vote, said 
moving the sand during the 
winter months when the city 
sees more precipitation 
would be a bad idea because 
the beach would lose the 
new sand to southern swells 
and erosion before it seeps 
into the coastline. 
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