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O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the  
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out  
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us  

and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

(Several people have suggested that I make 
available copies of the sermon I preached the 
Sunday after the earthquake in Haiti. I decided 
to print it here as the questions and need  

continue.) 
 I thought it was going to be one of 
those only too rare weeks. I began my work 
for the sermon on Monday and by the after-
noon I actually had an idea and a direction. 
Tuesday morning Bible study helped develop 
further that theme and by early afternoon on 
Tuesday I was in the home stretch. Sure 
would be great to have my sermon done so 

early in the week. 
 I had heard something about an 
earthquake in Haiti, but we know about 
earthquakes. We get a little shake and I get 
calls from my friends in the Midwest because 
the news media have made it into something 
major. A week or so ago there was a 6.5 
earthquake up in Humboldt and there were 
pictures of grocery stores shelves on their 

side, but nothing more. 
 It wasn’t until Wednesday night 
when I had time to sit and watch the news 
and I saw the devastation and misery and 
despair of what was happening in Haiti that I 
knew the sermon I had finished on Tuesday 
would go in the file unpreached because 
what was unfolding 3000 miles away de-

manded our attention and required a word. 
 But what word? What words can 
possibly be addressed to a country in chaos, 
to schools and homes and even presidential 
palaces flattened, to the agony of waiting to 
find out if a loved one is still alive and the 
agony of hearing hope crumble like so many 
masonry walls. How does one find the 
words to answer questions like “How?” and 
“Why?” and “What now?” and the most dev-

astating question, “Where was God?” 

 To be sure, there are those who 
have been quick with their words and their 
answers. Pompous pundits using this tragedy 
to try to score political points but only really 
revealing their ignorance and empty hearts. 
Others, almost laughable if it wasn’t so hate-
ful, saying it happened because of a deal with 
the devil. Shame on you all. Many are offering 

lots of words and lots of answers. 
 But you haven’t come here this 
morning to hear their words; you aren’t 
even here to hear my words. You come here 
week in and week out to hear the word of 
the Lord, to hear what God has to say to us, 
to me, and you, what God is saying about 
this world and about this time and about our 
place in it. What is the word of the Lord 

four days after the earthquake? 
 The word of the Lord as the ground 
shook on Tuesday and the word of the Lord 
on this day as God’s people stand shaken by 
such misery is the same word that God 
spoke before time began and will continue to 
speak when time has ended. The word of the 
Lord is Jesus. Jesus. The Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us. You shall have a child 
and name him Jesus, for he is Emmanuel, 
God with us. The word of the Lord for to-
day and for everyday is really quite simple 
and yet so profound. The word of the Lord 

is Jesus. Jesus.                  (continued) 
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 The Word becomes flesh and 
dwells amongst us. The word pitches his 
tent amongst those without shelter in the 
streets of Port au Prince, he makes his 
home in medical clinics and mortuaries, he 
stakes his claim with the suffering and the 
sorrowing and the confused and the angry. 
The Word of God takes on flesh and 
blood, takes on our humanity, warts and all, 
and is God with us, God for us, promising 

never to abandon or forsake us. 
 

 I wish I could say more, give a 
theological explanation as to how and why 
bad things happen. But I can’t, and anyone 
who says they can is a liar. When Job lost 
his family and wealth and home and honor 
and sat on an ash heap wishing to die, well-
meaning friends came to him and at-

tempted to explain it all, but it did no good.  
 

Finally, Job had heard enough, and 
so had God and God came to Job in a 
whirlwind, not with answers but with ques-
tion of God’s own. “Where were you 
when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Have you entered the springs of the sea or 
walked the recesses of the deep?  Have you 
entered the storehouse of the snow, or has 
the rain a father?  Who has put wisdom in 
the clouds or given understanding to the 

mists?” 
And from the ash heap Job re-

sponded.  “I know that thou canst do all 
things, and that no purpose of thine can be 
thwarted.  Who is it that hides counsel 
without knowledge?  Therefore I have ut-
tered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know.  I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the 

ear, but now my eyes see thee.” 
 

You see, what Job really needed 
wasn’t so much answers, wasn’t so much to 
make sense of what had happened, maybe 
because he knew that when the next bad 
thing happened sense would again be fleet-
ing and new questions would again arise to 
keep him up at night.  What God gave Job 
were not answers, but God’s own self. God 
came to Job and filled Job’s senses with 
God’s power and majesty and mercy and 
compassion.  And that was enough for Job.   
 

The Word becomes flesh and dwells 
amongst us. His name is Jesus and he is 
Emmanuel, God with us, and it is enough. 
The light shines in the darkness and it will 

not be overcome.   
 

Christmas was just three weeks 
ago, but it feels much longer than that, 
doesn’t it? And if Christmas is just about 
decorated trees and too much to eat and 
tidings of comfort and joy, then at best it is 
a Hallmark holiday foisted upon us by re-
tailers, at worse it is a cruel joke foisted 
upon us by an unfeeling God. But Christ-
mas is exactly about and for days like these. 
The Word becomes flesh and dwells 
amongst us, is Emmanuel, is God with us. 
The Word comes to the mother staring 
blankly as she rocks her dead child, the 
Word comes to the father digging frantic-
ally in the rubble to find his family, the 
Word comes to the people of Haiti as they 
ask why, comes not with answers, but 
comes and stands with and suffers with, the 
Word holds and will never abandon the 
people of Haiti or any of God’s beloved 

and precious children. 
 

It was an extraordinary moment. 
On Wednesday night I was watching Diane 
Sawyer and as she closed her program, for 
three or four minutes, with no commen-
tary, just the pictures, they ran video of a 
group of Haitians singing their praises to 
God, singing, “You are here Father.” How 
can a person sing God’s praises in the midst 
of such a disaster? They can because they 
have heard the Word of the Lord, they 
know the Word of the Lord made flesh, 

they know Jesus. Amen. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response continues its 
work to bring much needed supplies and 
good news to the broken-hearted in Haiti 
and they are committed to being there for 
the long haul. If you would like to help you 
can write a check to Christ Lutheran and 
note “Haiti” on it or check out 

www.elca.org . 
 

Pastor Kim   
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CONFIRMATION 
 

Last month as a service project our con-
firmands (with the help of Shay Arnett – 
thanks!) made eight blankets to be shared 
with Mary’s Shelter, a place of hope for 
pregnant girls. This month we have a lit-
tle fun planned – a slumber party at 
Mackenzie Lopez’ home on Friday, Febru-
ary 19. We’ll meet at 6:00pm and say 
good-bye at 10:30 the next morning. 
Cosmic Bowling and pizza are on the 

agenda – bring $15 to cover the cost.  
 

Speaking of class, we meet February 1 
and 22 at 4:00pm. You can always bring a 
friend to class! Questions? Give Pastor 

Kim a call! 

 

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY  

 

Mardi Gras! 
Mardi Gras (meaning “fat Tuesday”) or 
Shrove Tuesday (from the Old English 
“shrivan” or “absolve”) in the middle ages 
was the last day of the season of carnivals 
and celebrations before the fast of Lent. 
Germans celebrated with beer and sau-
sages and the Italians with masks and folk 
comedies.  Two customs, doughnuts in 
Germany and pancakes in England, were 
probably introduced to use up grease and 
lard, both prohibited during Lent.  We 
will celebrate Fat Tuesday on February 
16 from 5:30 to 7:00pm with a pancake 

dinner, mask making and fun! 
 
Lent 
The date of Easter varies from year to 
year; it can fall anywhere from March 21 
to April 25.  It is a festival set by the 
phases of the moon – falling on the first 
Sunday after the first full moon following 
the vernal equinox.  This year Easter is 
April 4. The season of Lent is the oldest 
of the seasons of the church year, a time 
of preparation for Easter baptisms as well 
as a time for those already baptized to 
focus on the spiritual disciplines that keep 
us close to Christ: study, worship, prayer, 

fasting and works of love. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Lent begins Wednesday, February 17, 
with ashes and the reminder that we are 
dust and to dust we shall return.  We will 

worship at 7:00pm. 
 
Bible Sunday 
We kick off the season of Lent on Febru-
ary 21 with Bible Sunday as we present 
Bibles to children preschool through 5th 
grade. Everyone else – bring your Bible 
to worship as we explore and celebrate 
the gift we’ve been given in this book of 

faith! 
 
Tuesday Lenten Services 
That’s right – Tuesday! On Tuesday eve-
nings starting February 23 through March 
23 we will have supper at 5:30 (a differ-
ent menu each week – watch your bulle-
tin for the “special of the day”!), The Top 
Ten Bible Stories for adults and kids at 
6:00 (see article elsewhere with details) 
and Holden Evening Prayer at 6:45.  
Holden Evening Prayer is a gift to the 
church from Holden Village and its au-
thor Marty Haugen and it became a fa-
vorite when we used it last year. Song, 
silence, lessons and prayer helped us 
keep our eyes focused on Jesus.  If you 
would like to be one of the song leaders 

see Pastor Kim.  
 

Attention to the Lenten journey makes 

Easter all the more joyous! 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Spending time with God’s word is the 
way we stay connected to Christ and are 
able to see him present with us and for 

us.  
 
Sunday School for preschoolers 
through 5th grade takes place each Sunday 
during the 10:30 service in the sanctuary. 
Focusing on one service gives us the 
“critical mass”, the numbers, to make 
class fun! We will learn and experience 

the great stories of the Bible! 
(continued) 
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Continuing the Conversation continues after Beach church each week. We meet 
at Kaylani’s for coffee, fellowship and to continue talking about the themes of the 

morning’s worship. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study is at 10:00. We look at the coming week’s gospel 

lesson and share “signs of God’s gracious love.” 
 

Women’s Bible Study is the second Thursday of the month. This month it is Feb-

ruary 11 from 1:00 to 2:30pm. Join us for study and fellowship. 
 

 
 
 

A THANK YOU 
 
 

Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran, 
Thank you so much for all your support for our CLR-1 Family Christmas 

Party. The pies and cookies were wonderful, and we all had a marvelous time!  I am 
attaching some photos of the party. (see bulletin board at church)  Please know our 
sincere thanks are behind each smiling face you see in the pictures.  You are always 
in our thoughts and grateful prayers.  We hope you had a blessed Christmas and 
New Year and that this season of Epiphany will fill your hearts and lives with light 

and love and joy. 
One of my favorite moments from the Christmas Party came when a little 

guy brought his plate over to the desert table.  Judy and Norman were using dispos-
able plastic gloves and tongs to hand out the goodies.  He very carefully grasped the 
plastic tongs and used them to pick a cookie off the serving plate – and then pro-
ceeded to pop the cookie (and tongs) directly into his mouth!  Well, he almost got 

the right idea ...          
 

Your partner in Christ, 
Chaplain Kay Reeb 
CLR-1 
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Remember in Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs... 
 
 

…Joanne Mc Gavran with broken arm and leg; 
 
 
 

…Phyllis Soderberg, now living at Aegis on Estrella; 
…Joyce Embry; 
…Marilyn Hemingway’s sister, Kathy, undergoing chemotherapy 
…Rosemary Sater; 
…continuing prayers for Anne Mays, Scott Anderson, Ron Kroeze, Matthew Wild,  
    Sally Monsegur, Lennie Kopperud and Johnathan Kalliomaa; 
…for the people of Haiti and those providing aid; 
…those in the military and their families; 
…Bishop Mark Hansen and the ELCA, Bishop Murray Finck and the Pacifica Synod,             
    Pastor Kim and our congregation; 
…the staff and families of La Cristianita Preschool. 
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February Birthdays! 
 
 

      8 Brenden Condet 
14 Caitlin Berg   
15 Camille Berg  
17 Mary Miller 
24       Cindy Boden 
24        Karen Anderson 
24       Scott Rhodes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2010 CLC Golf – April 30th 
 

Marine Memorial Golf Course, Camp Pendleton at 1:00 PM 

 

Mark your calendars now for playing in, or helping with, the 
first annual CLC Golf Tournament. 

 

A portion of the funds raised will be used to assist US Ma-
rine families based at Camp Pendleton.  The entire congre-
gation will be needed to pull off the event and we are pres-
ently searching for individuals that can assist with:  
Procuring sponsors, give-away items for players, raffle prizes, 
working at the tournament and/or to assist in marketing to 
the community (posting flyers, selling tickets, etc.).  If you 
are available, even to help in the slightest bit, please contact 
Scott Rhodes at 949.872.8520 or Laura Pephens at 
949.248.4596.  More details to follow in February.  Thanks 
for your considerations! 
 

   

Book Club 

Next Up: “The Bean Trees” by Barbara Kirgsolver. 

It’s a fast read so we’ll meet Sunday, February 28, from   

6:00-7:30pm for a potluck and discussion.  Bring a friend! 

 

Youth Ministry 

We are very excited about the year ahead! There was a 
great turn-out at the youth planning meeting held on January 
26, in which members of our congregation and parents from 
our preschool came together to discuss ideas for upcoming 
youth ministry projects and events. We looked ahead at the 
next six months and brain-stormed ideas for fun events and 
service projects for youth and their families to participate in. 
There was a lot of enthusiasm in the room and great ideas 
shared. Stay tuned for more details as we develop these 

ideas further and put them into action!  

 

Speaking of fun events, we have some great things lined up 

for February!  

• Tuesday, February 16 (also known as "Fat Tuesday") 
from 5:30-7:00pm, join us for our first Mardi Gras    
Pancake Dinner! Having pancakes (to use up the fat in 
the house, therefore Fat Tuesday) for dinner is a tradi-
tion in some countries as one anticipates the beginning 
of Lent. We'll also have fun making masks and doing our 
very own Mardi Gras parade! Come and join us in the 

fun!  

• We have rescheduled the Winter Snow Day to        
February 21st, from 11:30am to 1:30pm.  We are going 
to have a big ole' party in which snow -- yes REAL 
SNOW -- will be the main event! We have changed the 
date due to rain being in the forecast on the date we 
originally planned. (So much for sunny southern Califor-
nia!)  Along with getting to play in real snow, we'll have 
music, fun food, wintery crafts and more to enjoy.       

We hope to see you there!  

• What is neat about having the Winter Fun Day on this 
new date is that it will follow the Bible Sunday church 
service, held at 10:30am on that date. This will be a 
double header that you won't want to miss! We will 
have a special church service that day, focusing on the 
Bible and the promises we make to our children when 
they are baptized. All children, 5th grade and under will 
receive a Bible to take home and have as their own. 

Then after this meaningful service, the winter fun begins!    

If you would like more information about the youth ministry 
program we would love to hear from you! We also wel-
come and appreciate your input, suggestions -- and your 
involvement as well! Each member of our congregation has 
something to offer that would be an asset to helping our 
youth develop a strong relationship with God and a strong 
foundation within the church. You may have ideas about 
service projects or events. Or maybe you enjoy being with 
kids and would like to participate in events. Maybe you have 
a strong back and can help set up for events. Maybe you are 
willing to pray for our children and families. Maybe you don't 
have any idea about what you might be interested in doing 
but are willing to become involved. We'll work with you to 

find your niche! Please consider getting involved... 

God's blessings to you. Wishing you a very happy February! 

                                                      Alane & Brendan 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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Newsletter Title 

“… What can we 

do to try and teach 

that giving is 

actually more 

important than 

receiving? ...”  

La Cristianita Preschool 
February 2010 News 

 

From The Director… 
 
 

In February, at preschool, one of our main 
curriculum topics is learning about commu-
nity helpers.  We learn about doctors and 
dentists…police officers and fire fighters…
garbage collectors and postmen, the people 
that help us in our community.  As we go 
into this month, I’m wondering what we 
should really be teaching.  Sure, we need to 
teach children to appreciate and respect 
those individuals who work hard to keep 
our community safe and clean…but how do 
we teach them to reach out to others and 

become community helpers themselves? 
 
As I cleaned up and put away all of the 
Christmas decorations and gifts at my 
house, I looked around at how much “stuff” 
my children have – and I actually felt a little 
guilty (OK, a lot guilty).   I thought about 
the children in our own community who 
may not have been able to celebrate Christ-
mas.  I thought about the homeless man that 
Room 5 had collected money for to buy him 
a new sleeping bag to sleep in at night.  As I 
write this, my thoughts and prayers are with 
the people of Haiti…the unbelievable num-
ber of orphaned children and the complete 
destruction.  The people in the burn areas 
that are fighting the storms and rain to keep 
their homes from sliding down a hillside.  
The devastation that our children are so 
fortunate to not be able to relate to or 

comprehend. 
 
What can we do to try and teach that giving 
is actually more important than receiving?  
How do we instill compassion and open 
arms in today’s society?  Jesus gave his life 
for us, and my children are worried about 
weather or not they got the right Rock 
Band CD for the Wii.  Obviously, I need to 
be doing something differently!  Then…a 

twinkle of hope as my 13 year old came 
home from school last week and told me 
she had donated $15 of her Christmas 
money to a Haiti relief fund.  A step in the 
right direction, so how can we keep encour-

aging that way of thinking? 
 
My mission for La Cristianita Preschool dur-
ing “Community Helper” month will be that 
we come up with an outreach service pro-
ject to try and put the focus on what we can 
give to others.  To really teach living the 
way Jesus taught us in our daily lives.  To be 
our own “Community Helpers”.  Please 
watch for information to come home about 
these efforts and support your children as 
they learn to give back.  Maybe you can 
come up with your own family project as 
well.  We are very very blessed…lets share 

our blessings! 
 

Leigh Ann Lopez 
Director 
 
 
 
 

Registration for Summer 2010 

and/or 2010/11 School Year… 
 

Do you have a child who will be ready 
for preschool this summer and/or next 
year?  Now is the time to register for 
programs!  Registration for currently 
enrolled families and church members 
begins February 1 and materials are now 
available in the preschool office.  Space 
is limited and open registration begins 

March 1 for new families, so don’t wait! 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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La Cristianita Preschool 

February 2010 News… 
(continued from pg 6) 
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Chapel Time... 
 Please join us at 9:05am on Tuesdays or 11:00am on Wednesdays in  
 the sanctuary. 
 

  February 2 
  February 10 
  February 16 
  February 24 
 
 
In Our Classroom… 

 

Throughout February we will be talking about love and celebrating Valen-
tine’s Day.  We will be learning that there are so many ways to show peo-
ple we love them - and practicing some of those things.  We will also be 
learning about all of the different jobs people in our community have that 
keep us safe and healthy.  We will be asking some friends to come in and 
talk to us about the jobs they do.  Would you like to share your job or tal-

ent with us? If you would, please call Leigh Ann at (949) 496-1405. 
 
 
Dates To Remember… 

 

February 1 - Registration for currently enrolled families and church 
 members begins for Summer 2010 and/or 2010/11 
  school year 

 
February 3 -Chancy/Bruce Kindergarten Readiness follow up meeting  
  for PARENTS ONLY  6:00pm 
 
February 8 to 11 - Book Fair!  Stop by the narthex and take a look! 
 
February 11  - Parent/Teacher Conference Day –  
   NO SCHOOL FOR  STUDENTS 
 
February 12 & 15 - President’s Day Holiday – NO SCHOOL 
 
February 16  - Registration for returning LCP families begins 
 
March 1  - New family registration begins at 8:00am 
 
 

 


