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WELCOME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

 Together Again, Physically and Spiritually 
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
 

We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual         
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic  

status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world 
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God. 

Our unity is in Christ. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 

When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they 

will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he 

urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather 

as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
 
 
 

O Jesus, I Have Promised 
(sung by musicians only) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 

the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give 

us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 
READING — Romans 12:9-21 
 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is 

the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics 

but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of 

others, we seek to live at peace with all people. 
 

 
9
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

10
 love one     

another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
11

 Do not lag 

in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
12

 Rejoice in hope, be patient in         

suffering, persevere in prayer. 
13

 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend  

hospitality to strangers. 
14

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them.             
15

 Rejoice with 

those who   rejoice, weep with 

those who weep. 
16

 Live in 

harmony with one another; do 

not be haughty, but associate with 

the lowly; do not claim to be 

wiser than you are.
17

 Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil, but take 

thought for what is noble in 

the sight of all. 
18

 If it is possible, 

so far as it   depends on you, 

live peaceably with all.                 
19

 Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room   

for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, "Vengeance is 

mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 
20

 No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them;   

if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 

burning coals on their heads." 
21

 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good. 
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GOSPEL MATTHEW  16:21-28 
 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals 
the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom 
Jesus has called a “rock.” 
 
21

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 

to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised. 
22

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 

Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23

But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on  

divine things but on human things.” 

  
24

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25

For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
26

For what will it 

profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in 

return for their life? 

  
27

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 

he will repay everyone for what has been done. 
28

Truly I tell you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 

kingdom.”  
 
 
 
 

SERMON                    Pastor Steve Awbrey 
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Change My Heart, O God 

(sung by musicians only) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (spoken by worship leader only) 
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,  

the world, and all who are in need.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church 

on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ 

and thereby discover joy in life through him.  
 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us 

eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our 

lives in harmony with all creation. 
 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one   

another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and                

understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and 

most  vulnerable in their communities.  
 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of 

your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of 

those who are despairing, and heal the sick.  

 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope and persevere in prayer. Make our 

congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us 

overcome evil with good.  

 

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who 

now live in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to 

come.  
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these  

prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Brad S. (cancer), Cindy (hospitalization), Mike (health issues), Ted N. (assisted living),  
Tom G. (lung cancer), William (throat cancer), Bobbie (adjust to meds), Barbara 
(pneumonia), Deb (memory), Mark M. 

 

 

  Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org. 
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OFFERING OF GIFTS  (a basket is available for your gifts) 
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875   

 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION / WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (please reflect on this prayer that the Lord has taught us) 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,               

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=171875
https://tithe.ly/give?c=171875
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Go Out with Joy  
(sung by musicians only, but please feel free to clap along) 

 

BLESSING & SENDING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 

 
  

PEACE  (please do not leave your seat but do wave or share a sign of peace)  
 

Peace be with you. Let your love be genuine.  

God blesses us as we go safely back home  
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES   

 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study—IN-PERSON MEETINGS 
Join us at 10a as we meet outside, social distanced, to discuss this weeks readings 
with the Digging Deeper sermon notes Pastor Steve sends out to be our guide! 
Please wear a face covering and bring your own chair!  
 
 

Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom 
Next Meeting– September 2 at 11:00a—Noon. Join us for a Zoom meeting.  
Please RSVP to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105. 
 

DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.  

Go to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 — or click on Donate Now tithe.ly                         
at clcsanclemente.org — or write a check. 
 
 Auction Items Needed   
Events might be canceled, but needs go on.  San Clemente Military Family Outreach 
canceled its October fundraiser due to Covid-19 concerns, but the emergency needs 
of families continue, without regard to the pandemic.  In July alone, SCMFO helped 22 
families in need, including paying for two car repairs, one dental bill, three air condi-
tioners, flooring replacement, $800 in Commissary Cards, $400 in gas cards, multiple 
boxes of diapers, and emergency travel assistance. And so, we’re still having a  
fundraising auction:  On-line from Oct. 23-30.  You’ll all get a link to the auction site 
in October, but right now we are soliciting auction donations.  Anything from art to 
books to event/sports tickets, jewelry, resort stays, craft items, dinners out (at  
restaurants with outdoor dining), baskets of goodies of all kinds!  If you’d like to do-
nate or have questions, please contact Judy Franz at jafranz47@gmail.com or  
310-866-0378. Thanks to those who have already donated or are helping with auction 
costs.  On behalf of military families, bless you!  

CONTACT US: 
 
 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey 
pastor@clcsanclemente.org 
anytime emergency 949.556.0334  
 

35522 Camino Capistrano,  
San Clemente, CA 92672 
949.496.2621                                        
Fax 949.496.2645                                                                 
secretary@                                        
clcsanclemente.org  
 

 
 

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 
949.496.1405 
Website: www.lacristianita.org  
   

https://tithe.ly/give?c=171875

