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Christ Lutheran Church
35522 Camino Capistrano
San Clemente, CA 92672
(949) 496-2621 ph. (949) 496-2645 fax

La Cristianita Preschool
(949) 496-1405
WE’RE ONLINE!
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/christlutheransc
Twitter: @beachchurchsc
Yelp: https://www.yelp.com/biz/christ-lutheran-churchelca-san-clemente
Instagram: christlutheransc
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PASTOR’S REPORT

ELCA LEGACY PLANNING TEAM

Submitted by, Pastor Brenda Bos

Greg and Lisa have begun working with our newly formed legacy planning team. Greg
is currently the Vice President of Development for Lutheran Social Services of Southern
California, and formerly the ELCA Foundation Regional Gift Planner for nine years. Prior to
working for the ELCA, Greg worked in the financial services industry for more than twentyfive years.

“And Jesus called his twelve together and began sending them out, two by two…” Mark
6:7
“When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands and stick together.” Robert
Fulghum, “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten
Dear ones,

Greg Shepherd

This year I want to highlight an indication of congregational health: partnerships. All
churches, but especially one of our size, sustain more vibrant ministries by working with
partners. Let me remind you who we worked with this year:

Greg is married with four adult children and eleven grandchildren. Greg’s passion is his
work for the church and golf. He and his wife, Narcisa, enjoy attending musicals, traveling together and hiking.

La Cristianita Preschool (VBS, bonfire on beach, Easter egg hunt), St. Clement’s-by-theSea (Laundry Love and special worship services), Palisades United Methodist, San Clemente Presbyterian, St. Andrew’s United Methodist, Our Savior’s Lutheran (special worship and
service projects and educational events), Heritage Fellowship (homeless lunches), Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day-Saints, San Clemente (Christmas concert).
Family Assistance Ministries (Hunger Walk, Adopt-a-Family, variety of volunteer opportunities, food collection), San Clemente Military Family Outreach (Mary’s Feast, Baby shower,
variety of volunteer and donation opportunities)

Lisa Higginbotham
Lisa Higginbotham is privileged and honored to be a resource for us as the current Regional Gift Planner for ELCA Foundation representing Pacifica and Southwest Synods. Prior to working with ELCA, she successfully ran her own professional practice as a financial
advisor with Thrivent Financial, specializing in retirement and legacy planning. She has
worked in financial services for 25 years. Lisa’s passions are all family centered, dedicating her personal time to her husband, children and community. When not on a church
campus, you can find her cooking for family, gardening, or raising monarch butterflies.

And here are organizations we hope to partner with in the coming year:
La Cristianita Preschool - youth programs and events
I-Hope – shower ministries
St. Edward’s the Confessor, South Shores Church, Capo Beach Church, Gloria Dei Lutheran,
Mercy House, FAM, I-Hope – Saturday morning homeless outreach
City of Dana Point – Homeless task force
South Orange County faith leaders – homeless advocacy
Possible senior ministries and youth ministries with a variety of partners
I also believe we will strengthen partnerships among ourselves. Our council is working to
create better structures for planning events and supporting ministries. We are planning
more social events with worshippers from both services as well as preschool families.
WELCA is changing their format to include more people. Bible studies are considering field
trips and educational events to welcome more members and our legacy planning team
will work with us to promote healthier finances.
Understanding that we are stronger together, that we need outside input, that we can
and should support each other and receive support, are important next steps for the
strength of our congregation.
4
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We welcomed seven people into membership this year, baptized one adult and five infants and children and hosted the wedding of friends Jeff and Kate Mason. We celebrated the lives of Brenda Bean and Betty Buck as they entered into eternal glory and presided over two community memorial services, including one for Kathy Callanan, sister of Bridget Callanan. I also presided at the marriage of the son of one of our Capo Beach neighbors. I frequently meet people in town who were present at one of these events and were
touched by our witness.
People ask for a one year, two year, five year plan for Christ Lutheran, and we will work on
these this year. My main goal is to achieve the dream Shay Arnett has had – to achieve
financial freedom so we have enough to do the things we want to do. We are moving out
of a model of scarcity into one of generosity, and I long for a time when we can use our
money for a wide-range of ministries. I will say our plans are to keep the preschool vibrant
and, with God’s help, return to a balanced budget in 2019. I’d like to participate in FAM’s
Bridge of Hope program, assisting at-risk families out of homelessness. I’d like to consider a
senior day-care program tied to the preschool. I’d like to serve our young families on the
beach, planning for their children’s Christian education. I’d like to find effective ways to
improve relationships with our neighbors on Camino Capistrano. I’d like to hire a second
part-time staff person, possibly a deacon in charge of our service ministries, in three to five
years, or offer ELCA pastoral internships. We have much to look forward to.
As we plan for our future, we begin legacy gift planning. Your legacy gift team is setting
up policies so the church knows how to accept gifts and how to use them most efficiently.
They will also educate us on better ways to manage our estates. We will also be launching
easier on-line ways to give, including options for visitors to be able to give when they have
not brought a checkbook or cash.
Please pray for the ministries of this church as we continue to serve God’s people, work to
be better neighbors and deepen our faith together. We are better together, seeing God’s
Spirit in each of us. Thanks be to God.
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CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Submitted by, Shay Arnett
The Annual Congregational Meeting is a time, at least for me, to look back on the last year and
assess how it went. Did we meet our goals? Did we completely mess everything up? Did we make
a difference, either big or small? Maybe it’s just that I have been on council for 4 years, but these
questions circle in my head or maybe it’s just that I have to write this article…either way...Good
news! We had a great year!
We now count just under 90 people in active participation in our congregation. This number has
grown steadily over the past three years. The best news is seeing young families among us on Sunday mornings. They are filling us with new ideas!
Spiritually, things are going very well. The Holy Spirit is doing his/her work and moving among
us. We feed people, we clothe people, we care for people. Over 30% of our congregation are
actively involved in our homeless lunch and Laundry Love, either showing up at the events or making food and giving clothing. These numbers are a wonderful indication of our health. We take
care of those in our congregation and those outside of it. And really, isn’t that why we are all
here?
All of our small groups are running smoothly; Bible studies, book club, flying solo, WELCA, homeless
lunch, SCMFO, FAM, Ask, Thank & Tell. Between our outreach ministries and these small groups,
over half our congregation are participating. This is a terrific level of engagement. I hope that you
all realize, you are invited to everything all the time. Please don’t wait for a formal invitation. Additionally, if you have an idea for a new small group, don’t be shy!
Financially, CLC is doing better than expected. Our expenses were down a tad and our giving
continues to increase. In 2017 giving was almost $20,000 higher than 2016 (a 12.1% increase), and

if we consider 2016 included a one-time donation of $50,000, we see the increase from last
year’s regular offerings is even larger. . It is amazing what our “little” church is capable of. I
really cannot wait to see what 2018 brings!
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LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL 2017 ANNUAL REPORT
2017 was a year of mixed emotions for La Cristianita Preschool. In May we lost Linda Murray to her battle with cancer. Linda had been a vital part of our school and Christ Lutheran Church for over 30 years. We celebrated Linda’s life with a wonderful celebration on
the preschool playground that consisted of Hawaiian dancers, food from Hapa J’s
(Linda’s favorite restaurant), crafts for kids and a live butterfly release. Linda’s family and
friends joined our preschool family for the event and we felt so blessed that we were able
to honor her with all of her favorite things. We were also sad to see Shelby Reynolds resign
from her teaching position after 15 years. Shelby’s family situation was calling for her to
have more time at home with her kids. We are happy that Shelby is continuing to sub for
us so we are still seeing her here around the preschool some.
Teaching for us this year are Luisana Gomez, Susan Ward, Helen Smith, Chris Ontiveros,
Kayli Berutich, Becky Johnshoy-Rasor, Abby Campos, Veronica Barajas, Janel Morford,
and Jenna Powers. We have also been truly blessed with volunteers: Thank you to all of
the parents who participated with the PAC Committee. PAC raised over $4000 at our trike
-a-thon, Approximately $3500 at the fall carnival, and approximately $1800 at our Family
First dinners around the community. They provided our staff with beautiful breakfast and
luncheons through out the year, the room parents were a big help to all of our teachers,
and this group has really offered our school so many amazing opportunities! What a HUGE
success this committee has become! And to Laura Pephens for the giving of time and talents as our book keeper. We also thank Pastor Brenda and the CLC Council for their endless support of everything we do.
As we enter 2018, we ask God’s continued blessing on our school, staff and their families.
Our family of faith is working together to continue God’s work and hope to share many of
His blessings throughout our community. Thank you for sharing God’s grace with us.
Peace and love,

Leigh Ann Downie-Economy
Director
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH SMALL GROUPS REPORTS
Laundry Love
Our rookie ministry had a breakout year in 2017. Thanks to the kindness of the congregation—and that of St. Clement’s By-The-Sea Episcopal Church—we were able to serve 97
separate clients, with $4,345.75 spent in laundry services! It’s hard to imagine a fundamental, such as clean laundry, would be something many have to go without in 2018. The average cost to wash a load of laundry at a laudramat is over $2 with another $1-2 to dry it!
That’s nearly $4 per load and most people have more than one load to wash.
In our partnership with St. Clement’s we received $4000 from their congregation, $1950
from the San Clemente Outlet Mall Extravaganza ticket sales and over $600 from goody’s
tavern bingo nights! We have applied for a City of San Clemente grant as well, and hope
the city will see the importance of this ministry as we do!
Thank you everyone for your support and love...Laundry love.

TREASURER’S REPORT TO CONGREGATION – JANUARY 29, 2017
Christ Lutheran Church’s finances are strong for the year ending December 31, 2017. At
the beginning of the 2017 year the Church had $118,724 in cash reserves available for
expenses. At the end of the year this balance was $112,410.
The attached financial statements indicate that we had a loss of $6,055 where we had
budgeted a deficit of $32,144. This is over performance by approximately $26,100. This is
due to the fact that we collected $19,500 in regular offerings greater than we had budgeted and received a year end gift of $10,000. We also received $1,200 for the year end
campaign.
La Cristianita Preschool continues to support the Church in the following ways: It pays
100% of the Janitor, Landscaping, garbage and sewer, Janitor supplies, gardener, water,
trash and almost all facility maintenance, 75% of the gas and electric bills and 50% of the
secretarial costs, storm drain and Phone/Internet.
Christ Lutheran supported various endeavors during the year, as follows:

W.E.L.C.A. (WOMEN OF THE ELCA)
Submitted by, Ruth Milversted
It has been TWENTY-SIX YEARS of monthly meetings with C.L.C. Women of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America as they collectively joined in learning, listening, sharing, caring,
sipping, and most of all, praying in loving communicative fellow-ship!!
This past year has challenged our journey leaving our WELCA ship without a jib and main
mast. Our longtime member Donna Running moved to Lakewood to live with her son;
and we lost Betty Buck’s devotion and dedicated purpose when she passed away in September.
The three remaining members: Pastor Brenda along with Donna Vidrine and myself were
thus motivated to give promotional WELCA temple talks on Reformation Sunday in October to women at both Beach and Sanctuary services.
Fortunately, this did elevate awareness among the women of C.L.C. to participate and
become a part of this national Lutheran women’s network. At our recent January meeting two new women joined us adding monumental depth of sharing and insight. We’re
hoping that having changed our meeting day to WEDNESDAYS (1:00 p.m.) will garner additional enthusiasm and participation.
In addition, agreeing to intermittently continue using the Bible Study presented in the
monthly magazine, GATHER, January attendees voted to begin a long-term study of the
book, ARTISTS RULE which we found creatively motivational, allowing more flexibility and
growth.
The “W” of WELCA stands for WOMEN, meaning ALL WOMEN worshippers OF ALL AGES.
You do not need to have had Bible study background -- just a willingness to prioritize 1½
hours either the 3rd or 4th Wednesday afternoon of the month for lively ladies’ fellowship -sharing – caring, listening – learning, sipping – snacking and thoughtful prayer. For dates,
call any of the above three members OR watch the on-line monthly newsletter and the
Sunday bulletin. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE at the next meeting on February 28th in the Fireside Room .

8

Pacifica Synod and the ELCA $19,258
Homeless Outreach

$5,338

Family Assistance Ministries

$250

Comparative Balance Sheets:

Included on the following two pages are Comparative Income Statements for 2016, 2017
and the proposed budget for 2018.
The Budget for 2018 includes an increase in the Pastor’s salary of 2%, an increase in the
beach permits – which increased from $60 per month to $300 per month - and overall
increases to our operations. The budgeted deficit is approximately $4,000 less than the
deficit budgeted in 2017.
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ELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
Cheryl Hopper
Cheryl Hopper has lived in San Clemente for over 40 years and has been very involved in
this community. There have been many evenings spent in City Council meetings, serving
on various committees that address bringing more services to our city and volunteering at
local nonprofits that assist individuals who need help. She wandered into Christ Lutheran
Church on Easter Sunday in 2016 and was so warmly welcomed that she didn’t leave.

Flying Solo—Social Connection Group
Submitted by, Lois Faist
Flying Solo's purpose is to be a support network for people who live alone and people in
the congregation who come alone to worship. We have established an email group.
When someone wants to go for a walk, share a meal, or find a sprinkler repairman we can
reach out to this group.
We meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month for a meal and a chat
Military Family Outreach
Submitted by, Judy Franz
Christ Lutheran’s primary ministry to military families at Camp Pendleton for the past six
years has been through the local nonprofit, all-volunteer San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO), which is also supported by many other faith communities in our area, including St. Andrew’s by the Sea Methodist, which provides office space to SCMFO, St.
Clement’s Episcopal, Our Savior’s Lutheran, Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, St Margaret’s Episcopal in San Juan Capistrano, Palisades Methodist, Latter Day Saints San
Clemente wards, Center for Spiritual Living, Laguna Presbyterian and other churches and
caring individuals. In 2017, our members once again generously supported morale events
hosted by SCMFO, including a January Baby Shower for military moms-to-be, a May Hawaiian-style mother-child tea, the October “Salute to Military Stars” fundraiser that provided Thanksgiving dinner turkeys and fixings for 1000 families on base, and Mary’s Feast in
early December—an Advent event where most of the items for the 2018 Baby Shower layettes were donated. Bless all our members who gave their prayers, time, talents and monetary contributions for military families through SCMFO in 2017. The list of you is mighty
long! And your giving has had a mighty impact among military families!
Book Club Fellowship
Submitted by, Judy Franz
“I love our little book club,” said Kathie Smith as we departed after our gathering in December (when we did a round-the-table read of “The Christmas Story” (the book the classic movie was based on). And that’s how we all feel about this fellowship of readers! Almost every month last year, 6 to 12 book lovers met to talk about books we’d selected (everyone gets to suggest a book). Last year, we read everything from “A Man
Called Ove” to “11.22.63” by Stephen King and lots of wonderful books in between. “I Am
Malala”, “The Beach House”, “Peace Like a River”, “News of the World” were just some of
our good reads. We enjoyed great potluck meals (which we shared with Tuesday night
Bible Study folks) and had great discussions and lots of laughs. A wonderful year of reading and we look forward to the next and invite you to join us in 2018!
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Homeless Ministries

APPROVAL OF LAST YEAR’S MINUTES

Submitted by, Kirk Goodfellow and Pastor Brenda

MINUTES
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
JANUARY 29, 2017
Meeting called to order: 9:21 a.m.
Established Quorum of Voting Members
28 total in attendance plus one Associate member and Leigh Ann Downie-Economy
Needed 20 for a Quorum
Approve minutes of the 2015 and 2016 Annual Congregational Meeting Minutes
Motion to Approve: Judy: second: Lynn - Approved

Christ Lutheran continues to work closely with Heritage Fellowship for the monthly homeless lunch at Bonita Canyon Park. Almost 25% of our congregation supports this ministry.
Special thanks to Louise Gilliam, Bridget Callanan and Paula Dismuke for coordinating the
lunches and the many people who bring and distribute food. The homeless lunch is an excellent entry point to get involved!
Warren and Wendy Thurn and Rose Ambrosanio work throughout the week to bring local
homeless personal items and food.
Pastor Brenda is a member of a Dana Point task force working to create a Saturday morning gathering for food and social services. She is also convening a South Orange County
Faith Leaders’ Forum, working with local governments to combat several issues surrounding homelessness.
Kirk Goodfellow is exploring new partnerships with the I-Hope shower ministry, Welcome
Inn and Clothing the Homeless out of Irvine. He writes,
“Having spent time at the homeless park feed in San Clemente, I decided to research other
homeless activities which were taking place in our community. I went to a feed at Doheny
State Park put on by Welcome Inn and I met some people from a group called I-Hope, who
were doing case management. They provide toiletries and education about other services to
the homeless and they offer portable showers on Saturdays. I came to find out that they
were actually finding places to live for their clients. They seemed to be very organized in their
vision, so I decided to volunteer at their showers in hopes of applying some of their techniques in San Clemente.
I have realized that there is a lot of pushback from the community in regard to helping the
homeless, but I feel so good about all we've done together. Like anything that is worthwhile,
there will be obstacles. With the help of God, our commitment and a clear vision, we can
overcome these difficulties. So, I’m hoping to continue to hear from the congregation about
their thoughts and what they'd like to do to contribute.”

Family Assistance Ministries
FAM is always in our hearts and minds. This year we raised $3300 for the FAM Hunger Walk
and sponsored the walk at a $500 level. Several of our members and friends are volunteers for FAM. We adopted eight families at Christmas and Thanksgiving. We constantly
collect food for their food pantry. Members and friends of our congregation are recipients
of FAM services. FAM is also an active participant in all local homeless conversations we
are having and we are honored to learn from them and serve alongside them.
Legacy Planning Team
As a result of our Ask, Thank, Tell team, Christ Lutheran Church now has a Legacy Planning
Team. This team may branch out into stewardship and finance committees, but at this
point they are forming church policies around large gifts, endowments and estate planning. Thank you to Bridget Callanan, Ken Gilliland, Linda Hardy, Gerry Loughman and
Laura Pephens for their work. Today we will hear from ELCA staffers Greg Shepherd and
Lisa Higginbotham who are assisting us in this important endeavor.
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Opening Prayer: Pastor Brenda
(Note: Written reports from Pastor, Council, Treasurer, Preschool Director, WELCA, Worship
&Music and Proposed Amendments to the Constitution were included in the 2016 Annual
Report.)
Pastor’s Report. Pastor Brenda
God is moving among us at Christ Lutheran Church. Giving continues to be
vigorous. The Church is moving away from survival mode into creativity and growth.
Pastor Brenda’s vision for the future includes becoming church on “more than Sun
day”, which includes non-worship outreach ministries, such as yoga, meditation and
acupuncture. We will continue to build partnerships with other churches and
organizations. Because of better financial health this year, we hope to now change
the culture of the congregation to one of forward-thinking and are committed to
this.
Council Report. Shay Arnett
Report Attached
Treasurer Report. Laura Pephens
Report Attached
Preschool Report. Leigh-Ann Downie-Economy
Report Attached
Old Business
Vote on proposed 2016 Constitutional Amendments attached
Moved to approved: Shay: second: Lynn - Approved
Vote on Adoption of New Church Mission Statement
Moved to Approve: Laura: second: Judy - Approved
Election of New Council Members, Kathy Hartl and Lynn McKenrick
Motion to elect by Acclamation Judy: second: Ken - Approved
Kathy and Lynn elected unanimously
Vote: Council-recommended 2017 Church Budget
Motion to Approve as Amended: Laura: second: Judy - Approved
There was a question about what AFD fees are. Shay Arnett will look into it.
Closing Prayer and Adjournment. Pastor Brenda
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