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CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Apart Physically. Together Spiritually.
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic
status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God.
Our unity is in Christ.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Merry Christmas in July. Honoring Christmas in July will help your family to focus
on the birth of our Savior in a unique way. And who knows—it may become a family
tradition that will create lasting memories for our family and our faith.
So, "Merry Christmas in July!"
Dear Lord, help me to remember to celebrate You throughout the year. Grant me
innovative ways to weave the story of Your life throughout my family’s ordinary
day-to-day routines. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
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O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
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THE SPECIAL BABY
Clip, Clop.
Clip Clop. One little donkey
So fuzzy and brown,
Is on his way
To Bethlehem town.
Clip, Clop.
Clip, Clop.
Mary will ride,
And Joseph will walk.
Both of them
Are too tired to talk
For the road is long
And they cannot stop.
Clip, Clop.
Clip, Clop.
The fuzzy brown donkey
Perked up his ear
When Joseph cried,
“At last, we are here!”
But, oh, what a crowd—
So noisy and loud!
And where would they stay
At the end of the day?
“Do you have room?”
Poor Joseph said.
“We’ve come so far,
And we need a bed.”
But the busy innkeeper
Shook his head.
Mary and Joseph
Turned away.
But then they heard
The innkeeper say,
“If you don’t mind
Some cows and sheep,
I have a place
Where you can sleep.”
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The fuzzy brown donkey
Was glad to stay
Beside a manager
Filled with hay.
“Moo!” said a cow
“Ba-a-a-a!” said the sheep.
Then everyone tried
To get some sleep.
And when the animals
Opened their eyes,
There in the manger,
To their surprise…
A baby lay!
It was Baby Jesus
Asleep on the hay,
A gift from God
On Christmas day!
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O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
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THE SHEPHERDS
Late one night,
Some shepherds sat
By the flickering light
When all of a sudden
They saw something BRIGHT!”
“What is it?” they cried
As they tried to hide,
For it gave them such
A terrible fright!
But then they heard
An angel say,
“Don’t be afraid,
For on this day
A baby was born
On a bed of hay.
And even though
He is so small.
This baby is
The King of all!
The
The King of all
The Shepherds heard
A wonderful sound—
Angels were singing
All around.
“Glory to God!”
They sang, and then,
“Peace on earth,
Good will to men!”
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The angels suddenly
Went away,
And with them went
The light of day.
Once again
The night was still,
And moonlight shone
On every hill.
The shepherds quickly
Ran with joy
To find this very
Special boy.
At last they found—
Where the baby lay—
Fast asleep
Upon the hay!
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THE FIRST NOEL
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THE WISE MEN
Far away,
One cold, dark night,
Some wise men saw
Astrange new light.
They looked at the sky
And wondered why
One star should be
So big and bright.
Then one of them said,
“The star must mean
That something GREAT
Is happening!
A special King
Was born tonight,
And that’s the reason
For this light!”
Then all of them cried,
“Let’s follow the star!
It may be near,
Or in may be far.
We’ll search until
We find the place
Where we can see
The baby’s face!”
So off they went
To follow the star.
And was it near?
Or was it far,
So far away!
But on they traveled
Day after day.
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And then one night
The star shone down
Upon a house
In Bethlehem town.
And there they saw,
To their delight,
The reason for
The shining light.
The wise men’s hearts
Were filled with joy
As they bowed down
Before the boy!
They gave their treasures
To the King
And went back home,
Still worshiping.
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS
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PRAYERS AT CHRISTMAS TIME IN JULY
Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
That we may share in the song of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
And worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
And open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
And good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing, which Christ brings
And teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us
Happy to be thy children
And Christmas evening bring us
To our beds with grateful thoughts
Forgiving and forgiven
For Jesus sake. Amen.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Brad S. (cancer), Cindy (hospitalized), Mike (health issues), Ted N. (assisted living),
Tom G. (lung cancer), William (throat cancer)
Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org.

Special Music

Gesu Bambino

Kenneth Haro & Russell Crabtree
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY OFFERING
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

THE JOY OF GIVING PRAYER
Somehow, not only for Christmas but all the year long through,
The joy that you give to others is that which comes back to you;
And the more you spend in blessing the poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing returns to make you glad. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

(IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR)

Our Father, Lord, on heav’n’s high throne,,
Most holy be Your Name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done,
on earth, in heaven the same.
Give us this day the food we need;
Forgiven may we be;
Into temptation do not lead; from evil set us free.
Yours is the kingdom; unto You
In grateful love we bow;
And Yours the power Lord, let us view
Your mighty presence now.
The glory Yours, Your praise be sung
By angels and everyone
In ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue Forevermore! Amen

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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CHRISTMAS BLESSING
(O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL)

The Lord bless and keep you
Look with love upon you
Be gracious, and cause God’s face
To shi-ne with peace!
Glory to Father, Son and Holy Spirit!
The Savior close beside us,
God’s love from harm to hide us,
The Spirit’s pow’r to guide us
Evermore!

SILENT NIGHT
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JOY TO THE WORLD
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Digging Deeper: Review & reflect on Sunday’s sermon. A study guide with
questions (you supply the answers) is e-mailed out each week to everyone.
We Make the Road by Walking: Every Tuesday @ 6p join the Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/99900153518?pwd=SEtCYXN1WC95SWVJVTlDdzR0eFkyUT09
Meeting ID: 999 0015 3518
Password: 407431
Tuesday morning Bible Study—RESUMING IN-PERSON MEETINGS!
Join us at 10a as we meet outside, social distanced, to discuss this weeks readings
with the sermon notes Pastor Steve sends out to be our guide! Please wear a face
covering and bring your own chair!
CLC KIDS Summer Sunday School:
Time: July 19, 2020 09:30a
Every week on Sun, @ 9:30a until Aug 23, 2020,
Join Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/91361547893?pwd=QnRBdThNMUJFZGF4eVJqSCtKaERvUT09
Meeting ID: 913 6154 7893
Password: 653182
Next Book Club ZOOM meets on this Wed., August 26 @ 6p.
Book Club will meet on Wednesday, August 26, via Zoom at 6p to discuss “Delicious”,
a novel by former Gourmet Magazine editor Ruth Reichl. From The New York Times
Book Review: “[Reichl’s] New York is a fairy-tale town where beautiful food abounds.
. . . The novel presents a whole passel of surprises: a puzzle to solve; a secret room;
hidden letters; the legacy of James Beard; and a parallel, equally plucky heroine from
the past, who also happens to be a culinary prodigy.” Contact
Judy Franz at jafranz47@gmail.com if you want to join us in August or beyond and
she’ll add you to the Zoom invite list. Read on!
Women’s Tea / Flying Solo / Memory Club. We hope to meet again soon.
Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom
Next Meeting– June 29 at 11:00a—Noon. Join us for a Zoom meeting. Please
RSVP to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105.
DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.
Go to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 — or click on Donate Now tithe.ly
at clcsanclemente.org — or write a check.
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CONTACT US:
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
pastor@clcsanclemente.org
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621 Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@clcsanclemente.org
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org

Do I reflect on the birth of Christ only in December?
How might my life change if I celebrated the birth of
Christ year round?
Read Luke 1. Consider how you can celebrate
Christmas throughout the year.
This month plan a special activity to honor the birth
of Jesus.
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