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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Apart Physically. Together Spiritually.
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic
status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God.
Our unity is in Christ.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house.
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter
reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out
of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—
our way, our truth, our life.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing!

2

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Joined to Christ in the waters of
baptism, we are raised with him to
new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us
in your image and planted us in a
well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of
water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us
to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace
to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his
risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

READING — 1 Peter 2:2-10
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s
chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience
through Jesus Christ.
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious
in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
8
and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light.
10
Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

SPECIAL MUSIC by Kenneth Haro

5

GOSPEL — John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples.
As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,
believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where
I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.”
5
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?”
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Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now
on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me
does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.”
Word of God.
Word of life.
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SERMON

Pastor Steve Awbrey

Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God
in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Brief silence.

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually
strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We pray especially for
congregations to continue to stand strong. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world
you have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and
other forces that both destroy and create. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many
troubles, especially from Covid-19. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry
their burdens. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, we pray for those who tend and teach young children, for the safe
pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and
miscarriage. We give thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember all
for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving God, bless and protect mothers who care for their families in times such as this.
May this day be a respite from our troubles as we celebrate mothers everywhere.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen

___________________________________________________________________

PRAYER REQUESTS

April 12—Brianne (hospital worker), Hendrix P., All those touched by Covid-19,
Medical and hospital workers, Everyone in food and health supply still working
April 19—Patty M. (safe travels), Simone and family
Those who have recently passed and those who mourn them:
Deborah Bourne (April 11, colon cancer), Bourne, Lugai and Muratori families,
Leesa Jones (April 15, colon cancer) Jones family in mourning,
people who are dying from the coronavirus
April 26—All those that lost their jobs, children, elderly and infirmed not allowed
visitors, leaders making tough decisions, teachers, those in quarantine alone, people
who have Covid-19
May 3—Sara B. (Cellulitis) and family
Continuing—Brad S. (cancer), Ted N. (assisted living), Tom G. (lung cancer)
Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING OF GIFTS
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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God blesses us as we stay safely at home

PEACE Please call/text one another
in the congregation and share the peace
with them.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Blessing, Honor, and Glory

BLESSING & STAY SAFE AT HOME
Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and raise you to newness of life, now and forever.
Amen.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Digging Deeper: Review & reflect on Sunday’s sermon. A study guide with
questions (you supply the answers) is e-mailed out each week. If you would like
a copy contact pastor@clcsanclemente.org.
We Make the Road by Walking: Every Tuesday @ 6p join the Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/99900153518?pwd=SEtCYXN1WC95SWVJVTlDdzR0eFkyUT09
Meeting ID: 999 0015 3518
Password: 407431
Next Book Club ZOOM meeting on Wednesday, May 27 @ 6p. This month’s good
read is “The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell” by Robert Dugoni. Sam Hill was
born with red pupils, a condition called ocular albinism. This is a coming-of-age
story from Sam’s bullied childhood (kids at school called him “Devil Boy”) through
a determined adulthood and onto a worldwide journey that truly opens his eyes.
Contact Judy Franz at jafranz47@gmail.com to join the discussion and add you
to the Zoom invite list.
Women’s Tea / Flying Solo / Memory Club. We hope to meet again soon.
Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom
Next Meeting– May 6 at 11:00a—Noon. Join us for a Zoom meeting. Please RSVP
to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105.
HARDWARE DONATIONS of a laptop & smart devices needed for remote access
for congregation members who do not have access to technology for our Zoom
meetings. Please contact Pastor Steve or Christine (via email addresses below)
if you can donate, so we can ensure someone knows when the drop-off occurs.
DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.
Go to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 — or click on Donate Now tithe.ly
at clcsanclemente.org — or write a check.
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CONTACT US:
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
pastor@clcsanclemente.org
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621 Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@clcsanclemente.org
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org
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