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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Apart Physically. Together Spiritually.
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH

We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic
status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God.
Our unity is in Christ.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Each of us has a story of meeting God’s grace. Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent
persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ.
Today we hear the story of his transformation, beginning with an encounter with
Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

We Know That Christ is Raised

2

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the
parched, and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way, you sent the
Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us
again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font, for oceans, rivers,
and lakes, all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you
can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In
your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING — Acts 17:22-31
22-23

So Paul took his stand in the open space at the Areopagus and laid it out for them. “It is plain
to see that you Athenians take your religion seriously. When I arrived here the other day, I was
fascinated with all the shrines I came across. And then I found one inscribed, to the god nobody
knows. I’m here to introduce you to this God so you can worship intelligently, know who you’re
dealing with.
24-29

“The God who made
in it, this Master of sky
custom-made shrines or
run errands for him, as if
himself. He makes the
don’t make him. Starting
the entire human race
hospitable, with plenty of
so we could seek after
around in the dark but
doesn’t play hide-andremote; he’s near. We
can’t get away from him!
it well: ‘We’re the Godthe God-created, it
sense to think we could
a god out of stone for us,

the world and everything
and land, doesn’t live in
need the human race to
he couldn’t take care of
creatures; the creatures
from scratch, he made
and made the earth
time and space for living
God, and not just grope
actually find him. He
seek with us. He’s not
live and move in him,
One of your poets said
created.’ Well, if we are
doesn’t make a lot of
hire a sculptor to chisel
does it?

30-31

“God overlooks it as
long as you don’t know
any better—but that time
is past. The unknown is
now known, and he’s calling for a radical life-change. He has set a day when the entire human
race will be judged and everything set right. And he has already appointed the judge, confirming
him before everyone by raising him from the dead.”

SPECIAL MUSIC by Kenneth Haro
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SECOND READING — Acts 9:1-20 read by Bishop Andy Taylor
The Conversion of Saul
9
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus,
so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are
you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got
up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they
led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.
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Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision of a
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how
much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and
kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must
suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid
his hands on Saul[b] and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food,
he regained his strength.
Saul Preaches in Damascus
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

Word of God.
Word of life.
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SERMON

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Taylor, Bishop of the Pacifica Synod, ELCA

Love Divine, All Love Excelling
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God
in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Brief silence.

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking
and in our living. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes,
springs, glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the
oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who
suffer in any way, especially those affected by Covid-19.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal
promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and
imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the
saints who have gone before us including Apostle Paul. Unite us forever in your final victory
over death. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen

___________________________________________________________________

PRAYER REQUESTS

April 19—Patty M. (safe travels), Simone and family
Those who have recently passed and those who mourn them:
Deborah Bourne (April 11, colon cancer), Bourne, Lugai and Muratori families,
Leesa Jones (April 15, colon cancer) Jones family in mourning,
people who are dying from the coronavirus
April 26—All those that lost their jobs, children, elderly and infirmed not allowed
visitors, leaders making tough decisions, teachers, those in quarantine alone, people
who have Covid-19
May 3—Sara B. (Cellulitis) and family
May 10—PLEASE SEND PRAYER REQUESTS!
Continuing—Brad S. (cancer), Ted N. (assisted living), Tom G. (lung cancer)
Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING OF GIFTS
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
9

\

God blesses us as we stay safely at home

PEACE
Please call/text one another in the congregation and share the peace with them.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Come, We That Love the Lord

BLESSING & STAY SAFE AT HOME
Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and raise you to newness of life, now and forever.
Amen.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Digging Deeper: Review & reflect on Sunday’s sermon. A study guide with
questions (you supply the answers) is e-mailed out each week. If you would like
a copy contact pastor@clcsanclemente.org.
We Make the Road by Walking: Every Tuesday @ 6p join the Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/99900153518?pwd=SEtCYXN1WC95SWVJVTlDdzR0eFkyUT09
Meeting ID: 999 0015 3518
Password: 407431
Next Book Club ZOOM meeting on Wednesday, May 27 @ 6p. This month’s good
read is “The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell” by Robert Dugoni. Sam Hill was
born with red pupils, a condition called ocular albinism. This is a coming-of-age
story from Sam’s bullied childhood (kids at school called him “Devil Boy”) through
a determined adulthood and onto a worldwide journey that truly opens his eyes.
Contact Judy Franz at jafranz47@gmail.com to join the discussion and add you
to the Zoom invite list.
Women’s Tea / Flying Solo / Memory Club. We hope to meet again soon.
Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom
Next Meeting– May 20 at 11:00a—Noon. Join us for a Zoom meeting. Please
RSVP to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105.
LAUNDRY LOVE
Thank you to the many people who help with this ministry. Laundry Love will happen this week
on Wed. afternoon, May 20 at The Laundry Basket.
DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.
Go to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 — or click on Donate Now tithe.ly
at clcsanclemente.org — or write a check.
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CONTACT US:
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
pastor@clcsanclemente.org
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621 Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@clcsanclemente.org
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org
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