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April 5, 2020

PALM SUNDAY

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
You may greet one another with the peace of Christ.

PROCESSION OF PALMS
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David!

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL

Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’
And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken
through the prophet, saying,
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
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On this day the church continues its procession with our crucified and risen Lord.
Jesus is in our midst as we hear of his life-giving death and as we share his body
and blood. The passion gospel sets forth the central mystery of the Christian faith:
Christ died that we might live!
We give thanks for the great acts of love by which God has redeemed the whole world!
On this day Jesus entered the holy city and was acclaimed King of Kings and the
Son of David by the people.
Hosanna! Hosanna to God in the highest!
They showed their love by putting down their garments in his path, and by waving
palm branches and hailing him Lord and King. Hosanna! Praise to God!
Let us pray. We ask Lord, that you will bless these branches, those who carry them and
all who are gathered in praise and adoration this day. May we hail Jesus as Lord
and King and then follow Him with confidence to the cross.
Amen! Hosanna to the Lord!

Hosanna!
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the Highest! (2x)
Lord, we lift up Your Name, With hearts full of praise!
Be exalted, oh Lord, my God, Hosanna in the Highest!
Glory! Glory! Glory to the King of Kings! (2x)
Lord, we lift up Your Name, With hearts full of praise!
Be exalted, oh Lord, my God, Glory to the King of Kings!
Lord, we lift up Your Name, With hearts full of praise!
Be exalted, oh Lord, my God, Hosanna in the Highest!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!
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Prayer
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us
to s hare in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessed Be Your Name
Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
blessed be Your name
Blessed be Your name when I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
blessed be Your name
Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in Lord still I will say
Blessed be the name of the Lord blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord blessed be Your glorious name
When the world's all as it should be
blessed be Your name
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
blessed be Your name
You give and take away You give and take away
My heart will choose to say Lord
blessed by Your Name
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

GOSPEL Matthew 27:11-54
11

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the
chief priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not
hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer,
not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
15

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner,
called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do
you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him
over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have
nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because
of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds
to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them,
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”
22
Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”
All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
24
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning,
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent
of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered,
“His blood be on us and on our children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; and
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
27

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters,
and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his
head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck
him on the head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

Continued on next page…..
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32

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with
gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him,
they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36then they sat down
there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
38

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son
of God, come down from the cross.” 41In the same way the chief priests also, along
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we
will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he
said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him
in the same way.
39

45

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them
ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
50
Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.
51
At that moment
the curtain of the
temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom.
The earth shook,
and the rocks were
52
split. The tombs also
were opened, and
many bodies of the
saints who had fallen
53
asleep were raised.
After his resurrection
they came out of the
tombs and entered the
holy city and appeared
to many. 54Now when
the centurion and
those with him, who
were keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what
took place, they were
terrified and said,
46

“Truly this man was God’s Son!”

SPECIAL MUSIC by Kenneth Haro
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Sermon A pattern of faith that we need where the moments of fear, of sickness and loss,

are bracketed by hosannas and alleluias. Hosanna! Save us indeed this Holy Week!

Come, Thou Almighty King
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER IN EXCEPTIONAL TIMES
In times of restraint and physical distancing, when the body of Christ cannot meet in
one place, we gather through the Holy Spirit in our many different places — house,
apartment, room — and call out to you.
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
Give courage and wisdom to national governments and local authorities to enforce
public health regulations for the welfare of all and increase efforts to stop the spread
of the virus that affects every human being.
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
God, have mercy! Heal the sick, strengthen the elderly and vulnerable, protect all
from the spread of COVID-19.
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
God, have mercy! Support and protect all health
care workers and all who serve the sick and those
at high risk of infection.
Reinforce all agencies that support public health.
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
God, have mercy! Comfort and uplift those who
are alone, isolated, oppressed by solitude and anxiety.
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
God, have mercy on the whole human family and on your creation, especially hear
our specific prayers that are now spoken out loud or in the silence of our hearts (…)
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
Send your Holy Spirit. Renew your church in its solidarity with all its neighbors.
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
Remember in your mercy all those who have died and will die today. [pause]
Hear our cry, O God, Listen to our prayer.
Trusting in your great compassion and unconditional promise always to be with us,
we pray.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

OFFERING OF GIFTS
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 QR code
—click on Donate Now tithe.ly at clcsanclemente.org—write a check—

Jesus, Name Above All Names
Jesus, name above all names
beautiful Savior Glorious Lord
Immanuel, God is with us
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

The Wonderful Cross
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride
See from His head His hands His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown
O the wonderful cross
O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find
That I may truly live
O the wonderful cross
O the wonderful cross
All who gather here by grace
Draw near and bless Your name

Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing so divine
Demands my soul my life my all

BLESSING FOR PALM SUNDAY
Continue to pray for the safety of your family, friends, and loved ones, and for all those
who wait upon the Lord’s help.
Jesus is coming soon! Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Digging Deeper into the Bible & We Make the Road by Walking book study —
Study sheets are sent out weekly. Interactive ZOOM meetings coming after Easter.
Join in the conversation! Contact sjrawbrey@gmail.com.
Women’s Tea Flying Solo. Memory Club. We hope to meet again soon.
Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom
Next Meeting- April 1st at 11:00a—Noon.Caring for someone with Alzheimer's
disease or dementia during COVID-19 quarantine? Need solutions and fresh
approaches to challenging behaviors? Learn ways to structure day with meaningful
activities. Do you have a loved one in Memory Care or Assisted living? Learn
creative ways to connect! share experiences, receive inspiration, guidance and
support, exchange practical information! Join us for an interactive Zoom meeting at
https://zoom.us/j/518741324 Meeting ID: 518 741 324 Password: 567496.
Please RSVP to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105
CLC Book Club will meet virtually via Zoom on Wednesday, April 22, at 6p to discuss
“Mary” by Janis Hoffman, a first-person tale of the Wild West told from the perspective
of a woman with grit and humor raised in a whorehouse by a Blackfoot Spirit Woman.
How’s that for a synopsis?! Contact Judy Franz at jafranz47@gmail.com to join the
discussion and add you to the Zoom invite list and send you easy instructions.
HARDWARE DONATIONS of a laptop & smart devices needed for Remote Access
As we work to limit exposure for CLC staff and congregation we are asking for a
laptop donation for Christine and any extra smart devices (tablets, phone etc.,)
for congregation members who do not have access to technology for our Zoom
meetings. Please contact Pastor Steve or Christine (via email addresses below)
if you can donate, so we can ensure someone knows when the drop-off occurs.
Thank you everyone for your help in this ever-changing situation.
DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.
Go directly to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 QR code
—click on Donate Now tithe.ly at clcsanclemente.org—write a check—
UPDATING PRAYER LIST please renew or send new prayer requests
to Pastor Steve—sjrawbrey@gmail.com or Christine—secretary@clcsanclemente.org.

SUNDAY WORSHIP ALMOST LIVE (PRE-RECORDED)
POSTED @ 8:00a each Sunday
facebook.com/christlutheransc QR code
www.clcsanclemente.org.
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CONTACT US:
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
sjrawbrey@gmail.com
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621 Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@clcsanclemente.org
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org
LA CHRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL:
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org

THE UPRISING BEGINS
(EASTER SUNDAY)
Luke 24:1-32

HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS based on “WE MAKE THE ROAD BY WALKING”
Special devotions will be sent to your email address during Holy Week.
PEACE MARCH (PALM SUNDAY) PSALM 122

A TABLE. A BASIN. SOME FOOD SOME FRIENDS.
(HOLY THURSDAY) JOHN 13-17

EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE
(GOOD FRIDAY) PSALM 22

DOUBT. DARKNESS. DESPAIR
(HOLY SATURDAY) PSALM 88
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