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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Apart Physically. Together Spiritually.
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic
status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God.
Our unity is in Christ.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also
like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.
At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the
world.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
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What Is This Place
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Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

READING — Romans 8:1-11
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law
was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers
proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.
1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Russell Crabtree and Kenneth Haro
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GOSPEL — MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the
good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why
this good news produces different results in those who hear.
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That same day Jesus went out of the
house and sat beside the sea. 2Such
great crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat there,
while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. 3And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A sower went out to sow. 4And as he
sowed, some seeds fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate them
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky
ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of
soil. 6But when the sun rose, they
were scorched; and since they had
no root, they withered away. 7Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked
them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil
and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!”
18

“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with
joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.
22
As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
23
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold,
in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
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Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared
world.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for
missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their
witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap
their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the
trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use
what you have given. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and
equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide
authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Abiding God, care for all who are in need during this pandemic time. For those who
are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those
who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you
have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted.
Sustain our ministries to the homeless nd the hungry and deepen relationships with
the wider San Clemente community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
__________________________________________________________________

PRAYER REQUESTS
Brad S. (cancer), Cindy (hospitalization), Mike (health issues), Ted N. (assisted living),
Tom G. (lung cancer), William (throat cancer)

Please renew or send new prayer requests to:
secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING OF GIFTS
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
An Act of Spiritual Communion. My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart.
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God blesses us as we stay safely at home

PEACE
Please call/text one another in the congregation and share the peace with them.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

On What Has Now Been Sown

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to newness of
life, now and forever. Amen.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Digging Deeper: Review & reflect on Sunday’s sermon. A study guide with
questions (you supply the answers) is e-mailed out each week to everyone.
We Make the Road by Walking: Every Tuesday @ 6p until August 25 join the
Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/99354547887?pwd=SVVXd0NoLzFrZFRHK1NrYzR3Vjl6Zz09
Meeting ID: 993 5454 7887
Password: 305174
CLC KIDS Summer Sunday School:
Time: July 12, 2020 09:30a
Every week on Sun, @ 9:30a until Aug 23, 2020,
Join Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/91361547893?pwd=QnRBdThNMUJFZGF4eVJqSCtKaERvUT09
Meeting ID: 913 6154 7893
Password: 653182
CLC Book Club News—Wednesday, July 22 at 6:00p
The book we're reading for July has an unfortunate title for the critical Black Lives
Matter time we're living through, but we think you'll find it an important read about the
Cherokee Nation and a crazy idea (with dubious intent) that actually did NOT come to
pass. A fictional Western, "One Thousand White Women" by Jim Fergus is the story
of May Dodd told through her journal entries. Join us for a discussion of the book via
Zoom contact Judy Franz (jafranz47@gmail.com) if you'd like to join the discussion as
a first-timer and she'll add you to the Zoom invitation. On August 26 (for those who
like to read ahead), we'll be discussing "Delicious" by Ruth Reichl, former editor of
Gourmet magazine. More about that next month.
Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom
Next Meeting– July 15 at 11:00a—Noon. Join us for a Zoom meeting. Please
RSVP to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105.
DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.
Go to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 — or click on Donate Now tithe.ly
CONTACT US:
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
pastor@clcsanclemente.org
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621
Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@
clcsanclemente.org

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org
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