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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Apart Physically. Together Spiritually.
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic
status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God.
Our unity is in Christ.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul,
we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering.
Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises
of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

2

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
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Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READING — Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray
as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will
liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.
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So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children,
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.
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I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains
until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

SPECIAL MUSIC

Russell Crabtree and Kenneth Haro
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GOSPEL — MATTHEW 13:24-30, 36-43
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

24 Here is another story Jesus told: “The
Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who
planted good seed in his field. 25 But that
night as the workers slept, his enemy came
and planted weeds among the wheat, then
slipped away. 26 When the crop began to
grow and produce grain, the weeds also
grew.
27 “The farmer’s workers went to him and
said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that
good seed is full of weeds! Where did they
come from?’
28 “‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer
exclaimed.
“‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they
asked.
29 “‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat
if you do. 30 Let both grow together until the
harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort
out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and
burn them, and to put the wheat in the
barn.’”36 Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His disciples
said, “Please explain to us the story of the weeds in the field.”
37 Jesus replied, “The Son of Man[a] is the farmer who plants the good seed. 38 The
field is the world, and the good seed represents the people of the Kingdom. The
weeds are the people who belong to the evil one. 39 The enemy who planted the
weeds among the wheat is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world,[b] and the
harvesters are the angels.
40 “Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of
the world. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will remove from his
Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 And the angels will throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom. Anyone with ears
to hear should listen and understand!

SERMON

Pastor Steve Awbrey
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Build Us Up, Lord
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your
field. Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of
resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the
gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences
freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the
fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us
by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted.
Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped
by despair, and all who suffer in any way.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who
cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom.
We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to
us. Gather us with them on the day of salvation.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
__________________________________________________________________

PRAYER REQUESTS

Brad S. (cancer), Cindy (hospitalization), Mike (health issues), Ted N. (assisted living),
Tom G. (lung cancer), William (throat cancer)

Please renew or send new prayer requests to:
secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING OF GIFTS
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
An Act of Spiritual Communion. My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into
my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart.
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God blesses us as we stay safely at home

PEACE
Please call/text one another in the congregation and share the peace with
them.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to newness of
life, now and forever. Amen.
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Digging Deeper: Review & reflect on Sunday’s sermon. A study guide with
questions (you supply the answers) is e-mailed out each week to everyone.
We Make the Road by Walking: Every Tuesday @ 6p until August 25 join the
Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/99354547887?pwd=SVVXd0NoLzFrZFRHK1NrYzR3Vjl6Zz09
Meeting ID: 993 5454 7887
Password: 305174
CLC KIDS Summer Sunday School:
Time: July 19, 2020 09:30a
Every week on Sun, @ 9:30a until Aug 23, 2020,
Join Zoom Meeting @
https://zoom.us/j/91361547893?pwd=QnRBdThNMUJFZGF4eVJqSCtKaERvUT09
Meeting ID: 913 6154 7893
Password: 653182
CLC Book Club News—Wednesday, July 22 at 6:00p
The book we're reading for July has an unfortunate title for the critical Black Lives
Matter time we're living through, but we think you'll find it an important read about the
Cherokee Nation and a crazy idea (with dubious intent) that actually did NOT come to
pass. A fictional Western, "One Thousand White Women" by Jim Fergus is the story
of May Dodd told through her journal entries. Join us for a discussion of the book via
Zoom contact Judy Franz (jafranz47@gmail.com) if you'd like to join the discussion as
a first-timer and she'll add you to the Zoom invitation. On August 26 (for those who
like to read ahead), we'll be discussing "Delicious" by Ruth Reichl, former editor of
Gourmet magazine. More about that next month.
Join Dr. Jane’s Dementia Caregiver Support Group—Weds. Mornings via Zoom
Next Meeting– July 15 at 11:00a—Noon. Join us for a Zoom meeting. Please
RSVP to Dr. Jane at: drjane@agingmattersinc.com or 949.212.4105.
DONATIONS—Thank you for giving generously to the ministry of CLC.
Go to https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875 — or click on Donate Now tithe.ly
CONTACT US:
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
pastor@clcsanclemente.org
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621
Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@
clcsanclemente.org

LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org
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