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September 6, 2020 @ 9:30a
on the church patio
SUNDAY WORSHIP ALMOST LIVE (PRE-RECORDED) POSTS @ 8:00a each Sunday

13TH SUNDAY after PENTECOST
Together Again, Physically and Spiritually
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual
orientation, gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic
status, mental health, and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world
with gratitude, reflecting the unconditional love of God.
Our unity is in Christ.

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. Psalm 119 is a love
poem to God’s laws and includes instruction on how to pray for God’s will. We gather
in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and
reconciliation.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

(You are invited to make the sign of the cross)
God, we will be honest: this is really hard. It is really hard to wear masks, to avoid
public gatherings, to spend so much time watching screens. We’re losing patience
and we’re losing hope and we’re losing our grip on faith. We’re caught between the
selfishness of wanting to do whatever we want without regard for others, and wanting
to be helpful and generous. Please help us. Help us to lean on you and each other
when things get hard and when we get depressed. Remind us every day that there is
light at the end of the tunnel. Encourage our hearts, and help us to be your people,
to the best of our ability in these strange days. This we pray in the name of Jesus,
who is with us always. Amen.

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
(sung by musicians only)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without
your help, we will fail; remove from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward
all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

3

READING — Psalm 119:33-40
God, teach me lessons for living
so I can stay the course.
Give me insight so I can do what you tell me—
my whole life one long, obedient response.
Guide me down the road of your commandments;
I love traveling this freeway!
Give me a bent for your words of wisdom,
and not for piling up loot.
Divert my eyes from toys and trinkets,
invigorate me on the pilgrim way.
Affirm your promises to me—
promises made to all who fear you.
Deflect the harsh words of my critics—
but what you say is always so good.
See how hungry I am for your counsel;
preserve my life through your righteous ways!

GOSPEL —Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church
as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has
sinned against another.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you,
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to
you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile
and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly
I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.”
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SERMON

Pastor Steve Awbrey

SPECIAL MUSIC

Russel Crabtree & Kenneth Haro

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (spoken by worship leader only)
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and
reconciliation. Bless the work of churches in this community.
Protect your creation, O God. Renew and enliven places suffering from
fires drought, flood, storms, or pollution .
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths
toward peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as
neighbors. Guide legislators toward laws that protect the well-being of all.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape
societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. Especially
we remember those who have died from COVID 19.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayer Requests
Brad S. (cancer), Cindy (hospitalization), Mike (health issues), Ted N.
(assisted living), Tom G. (lung cancer), William (throat cancer), Bobbie
(adjust to meds), Barbara (pneumonia), Deb (memory), Mark M., ELCA
Disaster Relief

Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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PEACE (please do not leave your seat but do wave or share a sign of peace)
Peace be with you.
OFFERING OF GIFTS (a basket is available for your gifts)
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER (please reflect on this prayer that the Lord has taught us)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION
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Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
(sung by musicians only)

BLESSING & SENDING
The Lord bless you and keep you!
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CHRIST LUTHERAN ACTIVITIES
Tuesday Morning Bible Study—IN-PERSON MEETINGS
Join us at 10a as we meet outside, social distanced, to discuss this weeks readings
with the Digging Deeper sermon notes Pastor Steve sends out to be our guide!
Please wear a face covering and bring your own chair!
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16 @ 6:00p ZOOM BIRTHDAY PARTY for Pastor Brenda.
Watch for your ZOOM invitation. BYOC (Bring Your Own Cake) .
Auction Items Needed—SCMFO Fundraiser Oct. 23-30
Events might be canceled, but needs go on. San Clemente Military Family Outreach canceled its
October fundraiser due to Covid-19 concerns, but the emergency needs of families continue, without regard to the pandemic. In July alone, SCMFO helped 22 families in need, including paying for
two car repairs, one dental bill, three air conditioners, flooring replacement, $800 in Commissary
Cards, $400 in gas cards, multiple boxes of diapers, and emergency travel assistance. And so,
we’re still having a fundraising auction: On-line from Oct. 23-30. You’ll all get a link to the auction
site in October, but right now we are soliciting auction donations. Anything from art to books to
event/sports tickets, jewelry, resort stays, craft items, dinners out (at restaurants with outdoor dining), baskets of goodies of all kinds! If you’d like to donate or have questions, please contact Judy
Franz at jafranz47@gmail.com or 310-866-0378. Thanks to those who have already donated or
are helping with auction costs. On behalf of military families, bless you!

CONTACT US:
LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
949.496.1405
Website: www.lacristianita.org

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Interim Pastor Steve Awbrey
pastor@clcsanclemente.org
anytime emergency 949.556.0334
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.496.2621
Fax 949.496.2645
secretary@
clcsanclemente.org
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