Christ Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Advent 4 - December 20, 2020

SUNDAY WORSHIP ALMOST LIVE
Posts each Sunday afternoon

Hope is the fruit it bears
WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual orientation,
gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic status, mental health,
and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world with gratitude, reflecting
the unconditional love of God. Our unity is in Christ.

Welcome to worship

Call to Worship
We gather in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Now is the time of watching and waiting.
The time of discovery of amazing new life.
Now is the season of hope unfolding.
When the light of hope is waiting to be born.
Let us come before God with receptive and willing spirits.
So that we might encounter the power of Christ.
Rejoice! God comes to bring life, light, power and hope.
And our spirits rejoice in our Savior, Christ the Lord. Amen.
Lighting the Candle of Hope

We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for
Christ's advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to see your
presence in the lowly ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may
sing of your advent among us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our
Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

Light the Hope candle
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Prayer of the Day
God of all blessings, we give thanks for the gift of life you have given us through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Help us to look forward with childlike faith to
the wonder of Christmas. Amen.

He Came Down
He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy; hal-le-lu-jah for-ev-er-more.
He came down that we may have faith; he came down that we may have faith;
he came down that we may have faith; hal-le-lu-jah for-ev-er-more.
He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love; hal-le-lu-jah for-ev-er-more.
He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may have hope;
he came down that we may have hope; hal-le-lu-jah for-ev-er-more.

Children’s Time Dough Holy Night —Isaiah 9:6
A Sweet Celebration of Our Dear Savior’s Birth.
During “Dough Holy Night,” we’re going to bake cookies and hear the story of Jesus’ birth.
Together, we’ll discover the ingredients that made the first ever Christmas so sweet.

Cherry Winks Recipe from Jacque’s Grandma Betty
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Line baking sheets with parchment paper.
Sift together

1 cup flour
½ tsp baking powder
½ tsp baking soda ¼ tsp salt
Cream together in mixer 1/3 cup shortening (Crisco) ½ cup sugar
1 tsp finely grated lemon 1 tsp vanilla
Add, beating till blended 1 egg 2 T milk
Add sifted dry ingredients, a few tablespoons at a time, mix well
Stir in
½ cup chopped walnuts
½ cup chopped dates (optional)
Set aside 1 ½ cups slightly crushed Corn Flakes Candied cherries, cut in half
Drop dough by teaspoon onto crushed corn flakes and roll lightly to coat.
Place on prepared cookie sheet about 2 inches apart.
Place half of a candied cherry in the center of each cookie.
Bake at 400 degrees for about 12 minutes or until lightly browned.
Cool cookies for a few minutes before moving to a wire rack to cool.
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CHRISTMAS IS HOPE
God chose to enter into our HUMANITY
Matthew 1:20-23 While he was trying to figure a way out, he had a dream.
God’s angel spoke in the dream: “Joseph, son of David, don’t hesitate to get
married. Mary’s pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has made
her pregnant. She will bring a son to birth, and when she does, you,
Joseph, will name him Jesus—‘God saves’—because he will save his
people from their sins.” This would bring the prophet’s embryonic sermon to
full term: Watch for this—a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; they will
name him Immanuel (Hebrew for “God is with us”).

ORIGINAL prophecy of Isaiah 40:1-2
“Comfort, oh comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak softly and tenderly
to Jerusalem, but also make it very clear that she has served her sentence,
that her sin is taken care of—forgiven! She’s been punished enough and
more than enough, and now it’s over and done with.”

PROMISE of an EMPTY tomb

SPECIAL MUSIC

Russel Crabtree & Kenneth Haro

Ave rosa sin spinis
Te quam Pater in divinus
Majestate sublimavit,
Et ab omni vae servavit.
Maria stella dicta maris,
Tu a Nato illustraris
Luce clara deitatis
Qua praefulges cuntis datis
Gratia plena: te perfecit
Spirtu Sancus dum te fecit
Vas divinae bonitaris
Et totius pietatis
Dominus tecum: miro pacto
Verbo in te carne facto
Opre trini conditoris
O quam dulce vas amoris

Hail, rose without thorns,
You whom the heavenly Father
elevated in majesty
And preserved from all suffering.
Mary, star of the sea,
Thanks to your Son, you shine forth
with a clear, godly light
which falls on all creatures.
The Holy Spirit made you full of grace
when He transformed you
into a vessel of divine goodness
and boundless mercy.
The Lord be with you: the Word became flesh
in you through a wonderous pact
by the action of the Creator who is three in one.
O, how sweet is the vessel of love.
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory sung Creed
Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
once you sang creation's story;
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.
All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising
To the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.

Prayers
Prepare the church for your coming, gracious God. Inspire the whole church, in all of
its marvelous diversity, to remain united in our common mission of proclaiming the
love of Christ. O giver of love, hear us and renew us with your love.
Prepare the world’s leaders for your coming and enlighten them to strive toward a
vision of peace and justice. O giver of love, hear us and renew us with your love.
Shine the beacon of your hope on those who are lonely and who are victims of
violence and injustice, that they too may know your joy. O giver of love,
hear us and renew us with your love.
Prepare this community of faith for your coming, gracious God. Empower us to
embody Christ's presence through our care for those who are homeless and poor.
O giver of love, hear us and renew us with your love.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
________________________________________________________________

PRAYER REQUESTS
Jeff (serious headaches), Robin (COVID-19), Jana (surgery), Lynn (hip), Brad S.
(cancer), Cindy (hospitalization), Mike (health issues), Mark M., Tom G. (lung
cancer), Barbara (pneumonia), Ken T. (cancer), MaryAnn Z (cancer), Marty S.
(broken pelvis), Bill (corona virus), Greg Cook (brain cancer) and wife Lali, the
families of those who have suffered & died from COVID-19, and our La Cristianita
Preschool staff, children and families.
Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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PEACE (please do not leave your seat but do wave or share a sign of peace)
Peace be with you. And also with you.

OFFERING OF GIFTS (a basket is available for your gifts when you leave worship)
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

HOLY COMMUNION
We share this word of life, and this communion blessing, that we may share
in these gifts and be strengthened by the Christian community,
even though we gather separately for now.

LORD’S PRAYER (please reflect on this prayer that the Lord has taught us)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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O Holy Night
O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn
Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born
O night, O Holy night, O night divine!
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His Gospel is Peace
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother
And in His name, all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
Let all within us Praise His Holy name
Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!
His power and glory evermore proclaim
His power and glory evermore proclaim

Blessing & Sending The Lord bless you and keep you safe.
For December, we decided to do a "round-the-Zoom-screenread” of “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever"
by Barbara Robinson. This is becoming a tradition for us
and I hope you all can join on Wednesday, December 23
@ 6:00p.m. Contact Judy Franz for information.

CHRISTMAS EVE PARTY ~ON ZOOM~
Pastor Steve & Jacque are hosting a Christmas Eve Celebration on ZOOM.
Come to the computer screen dressed in your finest Christmas Sweater and
rejoice that even in this strangest of times, “JESUS IS COMING ZOOM.”
WHEN: DEC 24, 2020 @ 5:00 PM - MEETING ID: 963 5141 5630 - PASSCODE: 609460
P.S. BRING YOUR FAVORITE CHRISTMAS COOKIES TO SCREEN SHARE
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

REGISTERING FOR WORSHIP

IN-PERSON WORSHIP has been suspended When we return to in-person worship,
until Orange County returns to RED status.
please go to:
https://clcsanclemente.org/our-services/
and click on the link for the date and time you
CONTACT US
would like to worship; you will be taken to our
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sign Up Genius Page. Simply click on an
Pastor Steve Awbrey
available slot Press ‘Submit and Sign Up’.
9495560334
Fill out your name and email and press ‘Sign
sjrawbrey@gmail.com
Up Now’ to reserve your spot!
Christine Preciado
secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
Thank you Dee for your gift of music.
35522 Camino Capistrano,
Dee Goodfellow is sharing with us her original
San Clemente, CA 92672
(949) 496-2621 Fax (949) 496-2645
music compositions for the themes of each
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org
Advent Sunday. Today’s theme is HOPE and
the selection is “Hope Springs Eternal.”
LA CRISTIANITA PRESCHOOL
https://youtu.be/DuN6Z-MaYXM
35522 Camino Capistrano,
San Clemente, CA 92672
(949) 496-1405
Mary's Feast Update. The baby shower for
Website: www.lacristianita.org
Mary & Jesus will not be held this Advent
season, due to Covid restrictions. And the
CLC ON THE GO!
SCMFO January baby shower for military
Services posted Sunday afternoon
moms-to-be (where the Mary's Feast gifts
Bulletin Link
are given) will be rescheduled as well.
https://clcsanclemente.org/archives/
bulletin-archives/
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
Dear CLC family:
YouTube
https://youtu.be/nhlQ38pcwTc
Your call committee will have a third inperson conversation with a pastor
Facebook
candidate. We will be meeting at the church
https://www.facebook.com/
with social distancing guidelines in place.
christlutheransc/
We again ask for your prayer that the holy
videos/363583254997104/
spirit guide us during this meeting and
Thank you for continuing to support our through this whole process.
church through this difficult time.
May God's loving spirit be with you all
https://tithe.ly/give?c=171875
during this Christmas time.
Services are posted every week!
Kirk Goodfellow Call Committee Member
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