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SUNDAY WORSHIP ALMOST LIVE POSTS each Sunday afternoon

FOURTH SUNDAY after EPIPHANY
Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church
We welcome the participation of people of all ages, ethnic background, sexual orientation,
gender identity, education, physical ability, nationality, socio-economic status, mental health,
and in-recovery, — all who want to join us in serving the world with gratitude, reflecting
the unconditional love of God. Our unity is in Christ.

Introduction
In Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these
are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and
words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word
that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow
Jesus.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave
us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.
Blessed are you, holy God.
You are the creator of the waters of the earth.
You are the everlasting wellspring.
You gather your people together and you
comfort all who weep.
Your Son the King of the Universe, leads all
the saints through death to life.
Pour out your Holy Spirit.
May this water be a sign of the end of all
tears; for we stand under the name above
every name, Jesus your Son, who lives with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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Rise, Shine, You People!

Prayer of the Day
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Reading — Psalm 111
I will thank the Lord with all my heart
in the meeting of his good people.
2
The Lord does great things.
Those people who love them think about them.
3
What he does is glorious and splendid.
His goodness continues forever.
4
His miracles are unforgettable.
The Lord is kind and merciful.
5
He gives food to those who fear him.
He remembers his agreement forever.
6
He has shown his people his power
when he gave them the lands of other nations.
7 Everything he does is good and fair.
All his orders can be trusted.
8 They will continue forever.
They were made true and right.
9 He sets his people free.
He made his agreement everlasting.
He is holy and wonderful.
10
Wisdom begins with respect for the Lord.
Those who obey his orders have good understanding.
He should be praised forever.

Reflection on today’s reading

Special Music Russel Crabtree
& Kenneth Haro
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Gospel — Mark 1:21-28
21

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the
Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”
26
And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of
him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this?
A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

Sermon

Pastor Steve Awbrey
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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Prayers of Intercession
We pray for the world, for those in need, for ourselves.
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.
For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world:
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its
ministries, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms;
and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists,
let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid
attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the
well-being of civil society, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized,
those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry
or homeless, and all in any need; for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health
aides, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship,
those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and
for other needs in our community, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the
baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Prayer Requests
Jeff (serious headaches), Robin (COVID-19), Lynn (hip), Brad S. (cancer), Mark M.,
Cindy (hospitalization), Mike (health issues), Tom G. (lung cancer), Barbara
(pneumonia), Ken T. (cancer), MaryAnn Z (cancer), Jeff T. (health), Bill (COVID-19),
the families of those who have suffered & died from COVID-19, and our La Cristianita
Preschool staff, children and families.
Please renew or send new prayer requests to: secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
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Peace (please do not leave your seat but do wave or share a sign of peace)
Peace be with you. And also with you.

Offering of Gifts (a basket is available for your gifts when you leave worship)
You are invited to give at https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875https:// tithe.ly/give?c=171875

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer (please reflect on this prayer that the Lord has taught us)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion
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Son of God, Eternal Savior

Blessing & Sending The Lord bless you and keep you safe. Amen.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Registering for Worship

In-person worship has been suspended un- When we return to in-person worship,
til Orange County returns to RED status.
please go to:
https://clcsanclemente.org/our-services/
and click on the link for the date and time
Contact Us
you would like to worship; you will be taken
Christ Lutheran Church
to our Sign Up Genius Page. Simply click
Pastor Steve Awbrey
on an available slot Press ‘Submit and Sign
9495560334
Up’. Fill out your name and email and
sjrawbrey@gmail.com
press ‘Sign Up Now’ to reserve your spot.
Christine Preciado
secretary@clcsanclemente.org.
Events
35522 Camino Capistrano,
Book Club—Wednesday, February 24,
San Clemente, CA 92672
at 6 p.m. via Zoom.
(949) 496-2621 Fax (949) 496-2645
The selection for the CLC Book Club for
Website: www.clcsanclemente.org
February is "America Is Not the Heart" by
La Cristianita Preschool
Elaine Castillo.
35522 Camino Capistrano,
"When Hero De Vera arrives in America-San Clemente, CA 92672
haunted by the political upheaval in the
(949) 496-1405
Philippines and disowned by her parents,
Website: www.lacristianita.org
her uncle gives her a fresh start in the Bay
Area, and he doesn't ask about her past. . .
CLC on the go!
with exuberance, grit, and sly tenderness,
Services posted Sunday afternoon
here is a family saga; an origin story; a
Bulletin Link
romance; a narrative of two nations and
https://clcsanclemente.org/archives/bulletin
the people who leave one home to grasp
-archives/
at the promise of the American
YouTube
dream." (Amazon description). If you would
https://youtu.be/nhlQ38pcwTc
like to join in on the discussion of this
beautifully written book Contact
Facebook
Judy Franz to be added to the Zoom
https://www.facebook.com/
list. Read on!
christlutheransc/videos/363583254997104/

Thank you for continuing to support our
church through this difficult time.
https://tithe.ly/give?c=171875
Services are posted every week.
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Rules or Relationships
The laws prohibiting work on the sabbath carry deep meaning for many people of
faith, and yet on this sabbath Jesus rebukes an unclean spirit and frees a man. Jesus
chooses to care for the man and to free him, rather than worry over the details of the
law. In this instance Jesus is not condemned for his choice, as he will be later. But his
fame begins to spread throughout the region. That too will later prove dangerous, yet
it is also a sign of the evangelical nature of the faith. This is not a private faith, held
closely and kept hidden. Rather it is an outgoing faith spread from person to person
throughout the world.
To this day people continue to place barriers and restrictions on the faith.
Congregations do this in intentional ways, for example, by setting a minimum age for
receiving holy communion. The benefits of these restrictions can be debated, but at
least they are chosen intentionally. Churches also create unintentional barriers.
What are some of the ways people might be kept from a relationship with Jesus by the
barriers we create?
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